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RADIO JUST A TELEVISION ECHO 


Wall St. Research Eyes Amusements : 


Optimistically Via Probe of 26 Cos. 


An all-embracing and unprece-+ 
dented investigation job on the, ‘ aa ; 
financial condition of the motion Wider Military Use Of 
picture, radio, television and re-| 
cording industries has been com-| 
pleted by a group of Wall Street-| 
ers. Their conclusion: We like} 
what we see. 

Total of 26 firms, clearly repre- 
sentative of each of the various 
fields, were studied by researchers 
employed by Merrill Lynch, Pierce,| and Air. Force wider use of films. 
Fenner & Beane, underwriters and | 
brokers in 
modities. Their findings and con-/ work of the services as well as well 
clusions were contained in a 30-!as more indoctrination and train- 
page report which reflects an op-/ jing films. 
timistic view with regard to all 26 Marshall is understood to have 
companies. urged reknitting of the close con- 

Though the pix industry has tact with Hollywood that was main- 
been hit square in its financial | tained during the last war. Aim 
solar plexus, this does not mean would be to push the making of 
its kayo, states MLPF & B. The) service pix for public consumption. 
business has made good progress 
in remedying its monetary ills, de- 


spite the market adversities which | Hi ¢ df 
set in z047- the report contends.’ HOPE, UOCITEY, 
American — a worldwide — habit 
Crosby May Tour 
e 
Soldier Camps 


that will not be displaced.” 
Washington, Oct. 3. 


Radio is paying television’s bills, 
Liggett & Myers is understood 





Washington, Oct. 3. 


one of his first staff meetings since 





says the financial firm, which re- 
ports that no TV network and few 
individual stations made money 
last year. However, it is added 
the TV webs, while still operating 
in the red in the current year, are 
Jooking ahead to reaping a golden 
harvest in a couple of years—pro- 





viding there’s no World War III. | to be working on a plan to tour its | 
The thought is that individual sta-| Bob Hope, Bing Crosby and Ar-| 


tions are showing the way to thur Godfrey radio shows through 
profit-making. Only six stations | the Armed Forces training camps 
came out on top financially in 1949 | in this country for the two-pronged 
but perhaps five times that num- | Purpose of furnishing entertain- 


ber will be in the black in 1950,/ ment to the troops and providing a | 


according to the investigators. -new background for the origina- 
The TV set makers have no im-| tion of the shows. 
mediate problem, should be able| Serviees have leaped at the prop- 


to sell about 6,000,000 home re-| sition since it provides the big | 


ceivers annually for some years to| name talent and polished shows 


(Continued on page 63) 


Goldwyn Thinks Films 


eamps since the end of World War 





way, many other top radio and TV 


Pix Urged by Marshall 


General George C. Marshall at | 


taking over as Secretary of De- | 
fense has urged on the Army, Navy | 


in | He privately expressed a desire for | 
securities and com-| more Hollywood product glorifying | 


which have been unavailable to the | 


Ti. . Belief in Washington is that | 
with Liggett & Myers pointing the 


WERG 








| 
| By GEORGE ROSEN 

With the virtual stalemate in ra- 
dio sales activity and the need for 
attracting AM advertisers on a new 
| basis, network programming may 
soon move into a whole new sphere 
of operation. 

If the blueprinted pattern, which 
is high on the agenda of the -net- 
| works, meets with any measure of 
success, it would automatically re- 
solve in one fell swoop most of the 
problems besetting radio. 

In essence, it embraces the phil- 
osophy of radio winding up as the 
“shirt-tail” of television, for the 
scheme entails reducing AM pro- 
gramming to recorded audio ver- 
sions of TV shows. With practical- 
‘ly no expense involved beyond the 
cost of the television production, 
except for the editing process, it 
would enable the networks to of- 
| fer them as “bonus” shows for AM, 
iat either a token payment or even 
|on a cuffo basis, in return for the 
|client buying the time, 


NBC has already made some test | 
' tapings of the audio versions of the | 
| Sid Caesar-Imogene Coca come- | 
‘dics on the Saturday night TV! 


“Show of Shows”; the Eddie Can- 
‘tor, Fred Allen and Martin. & 
|'Lewis segments of the Sunday 
,Night Colgate “Comedy Hour” 
video series. Through the process 
of editing the top comedy bits;. and 
piecing them together, the web 
(Continued on page 62) 


‘Sadler’s 3-Week 3156 
N.Y. Gross Sets All-Time 
Record; Could Stay 6 Mo. 


| Sadler’s Wells Ballet of London 
wound up its N. Y. visit at the 
Met Opera House Sunday (1) with 
an estimated gross of $315,000 (in- 
cluding tax) for its three-week stay 
of 25 performances. 





Troupe was | 





Mae West’s ‘Come Up 
And Spin One With Me’ 


Mae West is being auditioned by | 


WOR, N. Y., for a late evening 
disk jockey stanza. Half-hour 
cross-the-board airer would have 
the legit and film star chat, with 
actors playing her personal maid 
_and valet as she spins the platters. 
A Charles King production, it 
would be syndicated on wax to 
other stations. 

WJZ, ABC’s Gotham outlet, is 
also bidding for the program. 


Chandler Sees 
$1,000,000 For 
31 Series Sale 


Baseball 
(Happy) Chandler after success- 
fully jockeying Gillette and Du- 
Mont into bidding up World Series 
‘video rights to $800,000 this sea- 
‘son, is aiming for the $1,000,000 
‘mark next year. Razor company 
,which “earned” first refusal rights 
(On the 1951 series telecast by vir- 
‘tue of picking up this year’s tab 
\(with the aid of $50,000 apiece 
from NBC, CBS and ABC) has al- 
|ready reportedly exercised its re- 
'fusal and nixed the $1,000,000 deal 
|for next year. 

If Gillette remains out of the 
‘series picture next year after cue- 
|ing much speculation over the eco- 
nomics of the current astronomical 
deal, it’s believed likely that 
Chevrolet will step in. Chevrolet 
was reported to be behind 
|DuMont’s bidding this year. 
Gillette is getting off the finan- 





Commissioner A. B. | 


ISING Ty. Talk Up Theatre TV for Top Events 
AS AM POME-(IN As Louis-Charles Fight K:0.s Exhibs 


By BOB STAHL 


Last week’s .Joe -Louis-Ezzard 
Charlies fight might have given the- 
atre television its greatest boost to 
date, even though the bout was 
not carried anywhere on large- 
|sereen video. 

With an_ estimated 25,000,000 
viewers having witnessed the fight 
on TV in their homes or public 
places, film theatres in all inter- 
connected video~ areas reported 
their business off*that night (27) 
as much as 50%, Asa result, a 
number of exhibitors ‘who have 
been highly skeptical heretofore 
about the TV lure ofsuch events 
/are now beginning to wonder what 
i\kind of grosses they could have 
|racked up by having. the fight fed 
directly to their theatre TV sys- 
tems on an exclusive basis. 

Another factor seen hypoing the 
| growth of large-screén video is the 
| comparatively small gate — only 
| $205,000—paid in by. fans who at- 
; tended the fight at “Yankee Sta- 
dium, N. Y. While exees of the 
International Boxing Club, which 


(Continued on page 55) { 





Ex-Con’s Murder Puts 
Added Heat on Chi’s 
Night Life Sector 


Chicago, Oct. 3. 

Heat which followed the slaying 
,of former police Lt. William Drury 
| here Monday (25) night has al- 
‘ready had its repercussions in the 
bistro field. With the Federal gov- 
ernment moving into, the inquiry, 
mobsters and hangers-on have de- 
serted the near northside play- 
spots. 

Patrons, too, have been fewer in 
the near northside and westside 
|spots, due to the allergy to the 
raids of Federal and local officials, 
who have had little success looking 
for the mobsters, who are alleged 


Will Drop to 150 a Year, 
‘Good Ones,’ Due to TV. 


Denver, Oct. 3. 
In a panel discussion at the U. 
of Denver, Samuel Goldwyn de- | 
clared last week that television | 


would force Hollywooa tc drop | 





shows will soon be originating in | practically sold out before the en- 


‘the camps. 


It. takes a little of the pressure 
(Continued ‘on page 63) 





VET U.S. CHORAL GROUP 


NIXED FOR RUSSIAN TAG 


Don Cossack Chorus, Serge 


gagement, had thousands of turn- 
away ticket requests, and had the 


| full limit of standees at all per- | 


formances. Gross—averaging $12.- 
600 a performance (top was 46, 
with opening night $10.80)—rep- 
resents the biggest receipts ballet 
has had anywhere, at any time, 
with any company. It compares 


| 
] 


from the present 400-odd films a| Jaro conductor, has had concerts | favorably with Broadway, even ex 


year to around 100 to 150 a year, | 
all of the latter good. 
Goldwyn declared, “Why should | 
people go out to see bad films when | 
they can stay at home and see bad 
television?” 

Goldwyn looks for a merger of 
TV and films, in which TV could | 
take advantage of the technical | 
know-how of the picture industry. | 


He expressed a p'ea against ZOv- | 


€‘nment censorship of the content 
of films, especially referring to | 
films exported. Goldwyn urged | 
leaving in the criminal element, | 
Saying that is one of the facets of | 
life in the U. S. He favored ex- 
posing all the facets instead of | 


just the “sugar.” 


cancelled on it in Chattanooga and 


For, aS! fF] Paso due to the war situation. | Weekly take. 


Local managers feared they'd 
draw slim audiences, due to the 
fact that the singers were Rus- 
sians. Concerts were slated for 
November. 

Ironic fact is that, although the 
30-man group is mainly Russian- 
born, they’ve been in the U. S. 
since 1930, and all are American 


citizens. Furthermore, some of 
the older men fought against the 
Reds in Europe, while several 


younger men fought in the U. S. 
Army in World War Il. They also 
totired for USO-Camp Shows, etc. 
Being White Russians, mainly, 
they’re violently anti-Soviet. 


ceeding the boff “South Pacific” 
The daily Sadler's 
average is as good as weekly takes 
on some Broadway shows. 

Sol Hurek, American impresario 
for the company, estimates that if 
| the Met and Sadler’s were avail- 
‘able, he could run the _ ballet 
troupe in N. Y. for six months, at 
a $6 top, and do sellout biz. He 
bases this estimate on the standees, 
nightly turnaways, unfilled mail 
orders, personal requests, etc. 
| Manager points to the “hunger” 
for cultural attractions among the 
masses, as indicated last snoring bs 
the sov-k NBC_Svmovhony Orchestra 
tour and, this fall’s hoff engage- 

(Continued on page 62) 


| cial hook to the extent of $150,000 | to have “fingered” the former cop 
‘which the three webs are kicking | for giving information to various 
| (Continued om page 62) political committees and writers. 
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Show Biz Seen Mobilizing Again 
To Ensure Troop Entertainment 


A series of meetings 
York and Washington slated for 
this week may determine the fu- 
ture 
ment. The Associated Services 
for the Armed Forces is slated to 
meet in the nation’s capitol tomor- 
row ‘Thurs.), while the USO board 
is slated for conferences in New 
York today (Wed.) 


Major questions to be discussed 


iiclude the format of the setup io 
entertain the fighting forces, nanie 
of the new structure and sources 


of revenue 


It’s reported that‘ as wide a 
front as is possible from the en- 
tertainment field will come in 
Council of Motion Picture Organ- 


izations is reported ready to come 
into the fold for an active role in 
troop entertainment. 

One important facet to be dis 
cussed is the question of finincing 


There are possibilities that the 
various Community Chest cam- 
paigns now under way may pro- 
vide some of the bankrolling. The 
verious organizations which com- 
prised United Service Organiza- 
tions will probably support any 


group that is designated to be the 
contral agency for soldier enter- 


tainments. Organizations comprise 
the Young Men’s Christian Assn., 
Young Women’s Christian Assn 
Jewish Welfare Board, National 
Catholic Community Services, Sal- 
vation Army and Travelers Aid. 
Many fee) that the USO tag 


should be continued since it is al- 


ready eStablished in the mind of 
the public. USO work has been 
carried on lately by ASAF whick 


(Continued on page 54) 





B’way Show Looms 


For Garland After 
Ending Metro Pact 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 

Judy Garland, under contract to 
Metro for 15 years, is now a free 
avent at her own request. Actress 
will head for N. Y. to confer with 
Rodgers & Hammerstein about ap- 
pearing in a stage musical, possibly 
“South Pacific’ on Broadway when 
Mary Martin does the London ver- 
sion. 

Prior to her final severance from 
the Culver City studio, Miss Gar- 
Jand was under suspension for fail- 
ure to report for rehearsals with 
Tred Astaire in ‘‘Royal Wedding’ 
last June. Before that, she had 


ween replaced by Betty Hutton in. 
role of “Annie Get Your! 
Her last Metro picture was | 


the title 
Gun.” 
“Summer Stock.” 





Adrian Scett Sentenced 


Washington, Oct. 3. 

The last of the Hollywood “Un- 
friendly 10” went to jail last week 
for contempt of Congress. Adrian 
Scott, sereenw'iter, who had not 
been sentenced earlier because of 
illness, was given a year’s impris- 
onment and $1,000 fine. 

Martin Popper, attorney for 
Scott. pleaded for clemency on the 
ground that hi client had colitis. 


However, Dr Robert J. Coffey, of | 
Georgetown U._ hospital,’ court- 


@ppointed to make a physical ex- 
amination, said he did not feel 
Scott’s health would suffer in a 
Federal penitentiary. Sentence was 
imposed by Judge Edward M. Cur- 
Tan, 


in New? 


course of troop entertain- 





Hilton Buys Mirador, 


Palm Springs Hostelry | 


Palm Springs, Oct. 3. 


Conrad Hilton paid a reported | 
$5,500,000 for El Mirador as an/| 


addition to his hotel chain. It will 
feature a swank nightclub when 
reopened. 

Property was taken over by the 


Government to serve as a military 
hospital early in World War II 
and has not been used for hotel 
purposes since. 


‘Mudlark’ Named 
Command Film 


London, Oct. 
“Mudlark,” 20th-Fox pel was 
unanimously picked for the Royal 





Command performance on Oct. 30 
at the Empire theatre after what 
promised to be a first-class row 


started brewing over inclusion of 
this picture in the list of 12 candi- 
dates for the honor. Ultimately, 
the only serious competitor was 
“Pandora and the Flying Dutch- 
man,” the James Mason-Ava Gard- 
ner starrer, made by Albert Lewin- 
Joseph Kaufman-Romulus Films 
John Woolf). 

Under the rules for selecting a 
picture to be shown before the | 
King and@ Queen, judges are sup- | 
posed to alternate each year be-| 
tween U. S. and British produc- | 
tions, with only British-mades to | 
be considered this year. Since | 
Metro’s “Forsyte Woman” won the 
honor last year, some Britishers | 
objected to ““Mudlark,” considering 
it an American film. 

The judges, however, apparent- 
'y agreed that it was more of a 
British production than an Ameri- | 
can effort, since it used an all-| 
British technical crew aside from 
the director. Irene Dunne was the 
only American in the cast. 

Among the pictures submitted to 
the selection committee were Mon- 


arch’s “Lili Marlene,” Ealing’s | 
“The Magnet” and De Grunwald’s 


“Flesh and Blood.” 


GRACIE FIELDS SO0CKO 








| 


IN PALLADIUM RETURN 


London, Oct. 3. 
Gracie Fields, one of Britain’s 
favorite performers, wowed the 
opening audience at the Palladium 
here Monday (2), 
of old 


tearful speech. 


It’s Miss Fields’ first appearance , 


at this house since October, 1948. 
Her annual London stint last sea- 
son was played in a huge auditori- 
um for six nights, which militated 
against another engagement at this 
house. 





Nash-Kosty-Coward | 


‘Carnival’ Set by Col 


Columbia has recorded a series 
of new Ogden Nash poems, “Car- | 
nival of the Animals,” with origi- | 
nal music by Andre Kostelanetz | 
and narration by Noel Coward. 

Poems, which first appeared in 
the New Yorker a couple of months 
ago, will be released on an LP 
within the next month. 
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with 45-minutes | 
and new favorites which 
| compelled a beg-off with an almost | 





ng 


WILL MAHONEY 


THE INIMITABLE 








t Palladium, London, The Week- 
ly Sporting Review, said— 
(Continued) 

—‘The energy and stamina of 
this robust vaudeville star is aston- 
ishing...a gem of comedy, mighty 
skillful too...the golden touch of 
the showman. You'll love the guy, 
I promise you He was undoubted- 
ly the hit of the bill—he should re- 
peat the success indefinitely.” 

Green. 


Represented by 
_ASSOCIATED BOOKING CORP. 


Wider Govt. Use 
Of Pix-Radio For 


Bond Program 


Washington, Oct. 3. 
Wide use of pictures and radio 
will be used by the Treasury Dept. 
this fall 
savings plan drive, 








a leading fac- 


tor in the sale of government sav- | 


ing bonds. Chairmen of 25 national 


advisory committees of the savings | 


bond division met here yesterday | 
(2) with Treasury Secretary Jon 
Snyder and other government big- 


gies to go over the program. 
Representing motion pictures 


was Sam Pinanski, New England 
| exhibitor, with Judge Justin Mil- 
ler, president of the National 


Assn. of Broadcasters, 
radio. 


The film industry 


on hand for 


will be asked 


to produce one 35m short for thce- | 


atrical screenings during the cam- 
paign, and a 10-minute 16m picture 
to be shown to volunteers, 
rallies, etc., 
Latter calls for a large number 
of prints. 

The Treasury also wants film, 
radio and stage stars, and big-naine 
| cartoonists, for personal appear- 
ances in larger cities, to promote 
‘the sale of bonds ainder the pay- 
; roll savings plan. In the broadcast 
| field, 20 one-minute films have 4l- 

ready been put out for the use of 
106 television stations and the 
networks. In addition, 27 weekly 
, platters, each featuring a name 
band and each with a commercial 
plugging payroll savings, are go- 
ing out to the webs. CBS, NBC and 
ABC will each get seven and Mu- 
| tual is taking six. 

During a two-week period in No- 
i vember, special 
will be carried on from 75 to 99 | 
‘leading programs. Starting this! 

week, a series of ~52 five-minute 
programs is going out to 1,190} 
| stations. They will run five times | 
'a week, winding up about mid- 
| December. About Oct. 22, the 
Treasury will release to 1,200 sta- 
tions a double-faced recording cou- 
taining 10 one-minute, 10 half-min- 
ute, and 10 10-second announce- 
ments. They all emphasize payro}l 
Savings via government bonds. 
addition, a special announcement 
kit will go out to all AM and FM 
stations. 





Barclay Back to Korea 

Hollywood, Oct. 2. 
Don Barclay takes off for Korea 
again this week for his second trek 
there to entertain U. S. service- 
men. Vet entertainer was the 
first to appear before GI's in Korea 
since the fighting started there, 
having been en route there in June 
when the Reds marched across the 

border. 

He spent two and_ one-half 
months doing shows in the Taejon 

} area, in the thick of the fig ghting. 


to stimulate the payroll | 


factory | 
in each of the states. | 


announcements 


[n | 











THIS WEEK’S FOOTBALL! 


By MARTY GLICKMAN == 


(WMGM, N. Y., and Paramount Newsreel Commentator) 


Eddie Anderson gave notice he's back by tying Dartmouth. 








COLLEGE 
* Games Selection +Points 
| MompeMomnm State... . 2... case cscsrenss os ARE exe <5 + Sieestesns a 
Cadets have great array of running backs. 
Boston College-Mississippi............. Mississippi ...... ee 13 
Ole Miss. gave the Kentucky Wildcats a tough time. 
Oe Se ee yee Holy Cross. 13 


Columbia-Harvard Columbia ..... 20 
The Lion is not deep but very tricky. 
Cornell-Syracuse . Cornell ; 14 
Cornell has too: many ‘guns for a . good Syracuse team. 
Dartmouth-Michigan EO II eee 28 
They play in different leagues! 
| Fordham- Yale a Ree eer cere 7 
Great ball game! Yale more versatile. 

Michigan State-Maryland Michigan State 7 
Spartans now one of country’s elite after Michigan win. 
Navy-Northwestern Navy oon, 
Upset! Middies played good game against Maryland. 
Pennsylvania-California ; eS ere ee 20 
Golden Bears may repeat as Rose Bowl host. 

Ohio State-Pittsburgh eC 2%, .. «'s Seiwwe wate 13 
Buckeyes take out SMU loss on the Panthers. 
Princeton-Rutgers ea” Waranreeay #-3: PERE vdeo Wed veer 35 
Tiger can name the score. 

Alabama-Vanderbilt ss oo ke Rie eel 14 
Crimson Tide heading for a big season. 

Arkansas-TCU os Arkansas fries Gbee oe 

rey disappointe d ‘against Oklahoma Aggies 
Baylor-Mississippi State Mississippi State........ 13 
State engineered startling upset against Tennessee. * 
Clemson-No. Carolina State No. Carolina State....... 6 
Tough pick! Wolfpack has good line 
Duke-Tennessee Tennessee Oe 3.5 ee 
Volunteers better than loss to Miss. State indicaies. 
Florida-Georgia Tech Florida . or ee Tee | 
Florida a coming ball club. 

No. Carolina-Georgia NG, GOPOune. ...5 2.88 6 14 
Tarheels showed real class in bowing to Notre Dame. 
Louisiana State-Rice Louisiana State. 13 
LSU the dark horse in southeastern title race. 
Missouri-SMU 5 AN Wie SMe Saves, £5b.4iy 20 
Mustangs outs standing against Ohio State. 
Oklahoma-Texas A&M AR cc naeainws 21 
Sooners gunning ‘for 24th straight win 
Illinois-Wisconsin ................. . Wisconsin saee ae 
Big game in the midwest, May decide Big Ten title. 
Indiana-lIowa Per ea i. ee -Iowa . 14 
Iowa scored amazing upset over USC, 

Kansas-Colorado ; .Colorado ....... Gaienga.s i« ae 
Colorado best. in the Rockies. 

Minnesota-Nebraska ........ HED 530.044 4b aos 20 
Golden Gophers big ‘and ponderous. 

Notre Dame-Purdue ; Notre Dame............ 21 
Irish may be nearing the end of their string. 

Oregon State-Stanford. ............. . Stanford ee 
Stanford Indians battling for Marchy Schwartz's job. 
Southern Cal-Washington State pomtierm Cal...... ces. 14 
Trojans must atone for Iowa upset. 
| UCLA-Washington oe ee eS” a er 7 
Game of the d: iV ‘on ‘the Coast. 

PROFESSIONAL 
Bears-Cardinals eee 7 
Bears have better quarterbacks in Luckman and Lujack. 
SBrowns-Steelers 0 ees eer 21 
Browns ‘take ‘it out on the Steelers. 
ar ee meee er eee ere ee See ; ; 10 
‘Doak Walker just as good as a pro. 

GENUS x i.6 6 onda aa eo ee oes po are arya 14 
Yanks have great team speed, 
ee ee eee eee (sn ae ken edheddiannies 10 

, Eagles healthy ‘ag sain. Watch out! 
eee. | eee eee ae eee 14 





* Home teams listed first. 


Giants looked like champions against Browns. 
Totals: Won, 24; Lost, 12; 


Tied, 2; Pet., .667 


+ Points are selector” s prediction, not the gambling odds. 


| Freedoms Fa Foundation 
Sets Pix, Radio Prizes 


Washington, Oct. 3. 


Prizes for outstanding 16 and | 
35m motion pictures and radio 


programs will be included this year 
in the general awards program of 
Freedoms Foundation, Inc. Entries 
|in all classifications must fit under 


the “Speak Up for Freedom” line. | 


Organization, headed by Don 
| Belding, has set a Nov. 30 deadline, 
'with the awards to be made at 
| Valley Forge, Pa., on Washington’s | 
| birthday, Feb. 22. 


JULY OFF $25,000,000 
FROM ’49 FILM B.0.’S 


Washington, Oct. 3. 

While July was stronger than 
June at the nation’s boxoffices, it 
was upwards of $25,000,000 worse 
| than July, 1949, according to fig- 
ures released last week by the 
'U. S. Bureau of Internal Revenue. 
| Uncle Sam received $31,606,355 
in 20% admissions taxes during 
August, which generally reflects 
July at the turnstiles. The figure 





bettered the excise receipts of 
$29,247,204 during the previous 
months. However, the tax take 


ran far back of the $34,326,269 of 
August, 1949. 

July, however, proved a 
good month for niteries. 
nick in nightclub tabs yielded 
$3,919,666. This was a jump of 
over $800,000 above the preceding 
month and was $250,000 ahead of 

ithe taxes for August of last year. 


——$——= 


‘Joe Page. Now Pitches 
Gags—As Orch Emcee 


New York Yankee relief hurler 
Joe Page is entering show busi- 
ness. The baseball star is schedul- 
ed to join the Bernie Mann orches- 
tra this week as an emcee. 

Pitcher will probably tour with 
the band throughout the winter, 


| returning to the Yankees in time 


| 


{ 


fairly 
The 20% | 


for spring training. 





Pitcher as Crooner 
Hollywood, Oct. 3. 
John Pierre Roy, who was hur!- 
ing curves for the Hollywood Stars 
a few months back, started hurt- 
ing choruses last week as vocalist 


with Chuck Caboi’s orch. He'll 
get $100 weekly. 
Roy, a French-Canadian, ws 


farmed to Hollywood at the begin- 
ning of the season by the Brooklyn 
Dodgers. He aroused manager 
Fred Haney’s ire early by getting 
up to sing with Cabot when the 
band was at El Rancho, Sacra- 
mento. Haney finally shipped him 
to Oklahoma& @ity, also a Dodger 
farm, but Roy came trekking back 
to the Cabot bandstand as soon as 
the baseball season ended. 





Garson Seeks Citizenship 
Fort orth, Oct. 3. 
Greer Garson, English-born pic 
star, applied here for U. S. citi- 
zenship papers here last week prior 
to her departure for Albuquerque, 
N. M., with her husband Buddy 


| Fogelson. 
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‘Average Picture Costs Down 25-307, 


Since 1947, Yet Quality Unimpaired’ 


Wall Street firm 
Lynch, Pierce, Fenner & Beane, 
which has taken a long look into 
film industry operations, comments 
] 
et picture Costs 25% to 30% be- 
low what it did three years ago, 
but quality has not been impaired. 

Brokerage house goes to bat for 
the business or numerous counts, 
particularly from the financial 
viewpoint. Almost all picmakers 
are in “fine financial condition,” 
the firm states, as a result of the 
early postwa> bonanza, coupled 
with recent cost-cutting. Colum- 
bia’s working capital per share is 
higher than the market value of 
the stock, it is pointed out. 

MLPF & B reported 
that costs were reduced basically 
by shooting scripts quicker and 
cheaper, pointing up that the elimi- 
nation of a single day’s shooting 
means a saving of up to $20,000. 


Major studios have cut shooting | 
schedules about 30% since the 
peak in 1946, this as a result of | 
more careful preparation before | 


the cameras roll, more rehearsals, 
and more advance renters ire wet 
of acting and camera angles. 
Producers also are defended | 
against charges of extravagance. 


“The truth is that the movie mak- | 


already cut costs, and 
cut them drastically,” the report 
states. It adds: “And what looks 
like extravagance to the idle on- 
looker may be the only way of 
making a motion picture up to 
the standard required by Ameri- 
can movie audiences. 

Television may prove to be a 
blessing instead of a curse for the 
film trade, it was said, pointing 
out that the competition has had 

(Continued on page 16) 


$1,400,000 Increase 
For U.S. Cos. Seen In 


Canada $ Revaluation 


Revaluation of the Canadian dol- 
lar on parity with the U. S. dollar, 
as anticipated on both sides of the | 
border, would mean an increase of | 
about $1,400,000 annually 
mittances to American distributors. 


ers have 





The upward adjustment, if it does | 


materialize, will constitute the first 
cheerful r onetary news from a 
foreign country for the distribu- 


tors, who have long been beset by | 
remittance restrictions and curren- | 


cy devaluations. 

Canada’s dollar position has been 
improving for the past several 
months, which, along with the 
Canadian government’s recent or- 
der temporarily halting foreign 


dealings, is believed predictive of | 


the revaluation. 
Canadian dollar 

90c in U. S. money. 

estimates place the amount 


is worth about 
Film trade 
of 


earnings above the border which | 


are remitted at a rate of close to 
$14,000,000 annually. 


The government's order halting | 
foreign exchanges came last Friday | 


(29), with the suspension to be in 


effect pending a Cabinet study of | 
the | 


exchange rates. Value of 
Canadian dollar went down last 
year as part of the currency deval- 
uation movement led by Great 
Britain. 


HUGHES MAY RETURN 
TO PERSONAL PROD. 


Motion Picture Assn. of America 
title registration reports gave hint 
last week that Howard Hughes 





might be planning to return to per- | 


sonal production. He has not made 
any pix independently since he ac- 


quired control of RKO more than | 


two years ago. 

Hughes registered a_ half-dozen 
Pic tags last week. Next day same 
monikers were registered by RKO, 
Which obviously would release any 
ee Hughes product. 

Titles are “Girls Wanted,” “Hard 
and Fast,” “Help Wanted, Female,” 

“Let's Tear the Place Apart,” “Un- 


tie Me, Lady” and “Wanted, One | 


Hundred Dancing Girls.” 





of Merrill + 


a current report that the aver- | 


it found | 


in re-| 


| Jarratt in U.S. 


Sir Arthur Jarratt, managing di- 
rector of Sir Alexander Korda’s 
British Lion distributing outfit, ar- 
rived in New York from London 
over the weekend. He’ll be in the 
U. S. about 10 days for huddles 
with Korda’s American rep, Mor- 
ris Helprin, on a number of deals 
for distribution and sale of the 
British produce.’s product in this 
country. 

It is anticipated that announce- 
ment of several of the deals may 
be made during Jarratt’s stay in 
the U. S. 





Report Warners 
1-Year Settlement 
With Government 


Washington, Oct. 3. 

Activity on the consent decree 
front stepped up this week with 
representatives. of both 20th-Fox 
and Warners in huddles with the 
Dept. of Justice. Widely reported 
was that WB has abandoned plans 
to accept the three years for di- 
vorcement given by the statutory 
;court in N. Y. and has instead 
reached a new settlement with the 
Government calling for a period 
of one year. Both sides were 
silent on the terms. 

The deal with 20th-Fox is still 
|in the talking stage but obviously 
agreements on many points have 
| been reached. The D. of J. is in- 
| sistent on investigating every in- 


| dividual theatre situation in which 


20th-Fox has an interest, and this 
' results in prolonged negotiating. 
However, that substantial prog- 
ress has been made, although 
orally, was further indicated by 
the appearance of Spyros P. Skou- 
| ras, 20th-Fox president, at the par- 
leys. He joined his’ brother, 
Charles P. Ponte head of Na- 
‘tional Theatres, in talks with Gov- 
ernment lawyers on an overall di- 
vorcement plan late last week. 


Selznick, Korda Far 
From Finished On 
Their Legal Battling 


London, Oct. 3. 
Release recently by David O. Selz- 








inick of the £100,000 
held in escrow on 
Case” for Sir Alexander Korda is 
| understood to be far from the end 
‘of the legal battling between the 
two producets. They are known to 
'be in a bitter tussle over other 
| funds, and further court suits are 
likely either here, in New York, 
‘or in both places. 

Battle grows out of a co-produc- 
tion deal for “The Third Man” and 
“Gone to Earth,” which were made 
here by Korda with Selznick play- 
ers and frozen pounds, for which 
| we can tell, it’s going into automo- 
| biles and hare goods.” 
| Anderson reports a “new” phe- 


nomenon, too—television. He has 
a theatre in Hodginsville, Ky., just 
close enough to Louisville to get 
TV. Result is that no matter how 
| good the product being offered, 
DOS got western hemisphere 
rights. Long dispute went to ar- 
(Continued on page 22) 


Joins Metro Story Dept. 


| Stanley Chambers, formerly pro- 
motion-publicity manager for J. B. 
Lippincott Co., Philadelphia pub- 
lishing house, has resigned to join 
‘Metro as an associate editor in the 
eastern story department. He'll 
/serve as exec assistant to eastern 
‘story chief Olin H. Clark. 
Prior to joining Lippincott in 
1948, Chambers was exec editor for 
i Little, Brown & Co. 





OTHER FIELDS 
FEEL INGREASE 


By HERB GOLDEN 
Pittsburgh, Oct. 3. 





($280,000) | 
“The Paradine | 


Highly-touted upturn at the box- 
office, which major circuits have 
profited by since June hasn’t hit 
small hinterland houses yet. At 
least, exhibs gathered at Allied 
States exhib convention here aren’t 
admitting it if it has. 

While there are scattered re- 
ports of 10% upturns, such as that 
of Fred Beedle of Cannonsburg, 
Pa., most theatremen here are less 
than exuberant about biz or its 
prospects. Only thing they all do 
agree on—and that’s quite an ad- 
mission—is that product is greatly 


improved. 

(Other Allie’ convention stories 
on page 5.) 

High gear at which nation’s 


economy is operating is apparently 


OXOFFICE SPURT SKIPS STIX 








| being felt more by other lines of | 


| biz in the stix than by films, Andy 
Anderson, of Hartford, Ky., who 
shares his interests between thea- 


tres and a bank down in the blue | 


grass country, is 
about the latter than the former. 
“People down our way are uuing 
all right financially,” he says. “We 
can easily tell by improvement in 
deposits But they’re not spending 
(Continued on page 18) 


PIX AS PUBLIC SERVICE 





much !: er | 


‘CLOSE TO THE BOTTOM’ 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 3. 

Results of a public survey on 
popularity of various American in- 
dustries disclosed films are close 
to the bottom, Arthur L. Mayer 
revealed in a talk at the Allied 
States exhibitor convention here 
yesterday (Monday). Findings were 
made, said the exec veepee of 


Council of Motion Picture Organi- | 


zations, in research by pollster 
Elmo Roper and was paid for by 
Standard Oil of New Jersey in an 
effort by latter to 
status in public opinion. 

Replies by those questioned, 
COMPO topper declared, “were 
devastating as far as we were con- 
cerned. In every popularity test 
we were close to the bottom, 
usually only a little ahead of rail- 
roads. And when it comes to serv- 
ice to the nation, we were in every 
case the undisputed 
Only 1° of the people interrogat- 
ed thought we were as useful to 


learn its own 


Further Talks Among Producers 
For Co-op Distrib as UA Solution 


+ 





L. B. Mayer East 


Metro studio chief Louis B. 
Mayer, delayed on the Coast with 
an impacted wisdom tooth, planes 
in from the. Coast today (Wed.). 
He’ll spend several weeks in Man- 
hattan, huddling with Loew’s prez 
Nicholas M. Schenck and looking 
over some new Broadway legit 
shows. 

Mayer will be accompanied east 
by studio publicity chief Howard 
Strickling. 


Brandt Has New 


Backing on RKO 
Theatres Buy 


Kuhn, Loeb & Co. is: out as 
financial backer of Harry Brandt 
in his purchase of Howard Hughes’ 
RKO Theatres stock, and a new 
money group, unidentified, is in, 
it was reported in N. Y. trade cir- 
cles yesterday (3). Brandt is con- 
fident he will encounter little diffi- 
culty raising the capital. 

Sam Dembow, Brandt’s repre- 
sentative in the projected deal, is 
slated to leave the Coast tomorraw 
(5) for N. Y. after what were de- 
scribed as final huddles’ with 
Hughes. The final papers in the 
transaction are now being drawn 
by attorneys, with finalization of 
the deal anticipated by Nov. 1, 
barring any new obstacles. 


‘RAWSTOCK’ PLENTIFUL; 
KODAK NIPS FEARS 


Rochester, N. Y., Oct. 3. 
Hollywood trepidations about 








ithe prospect of rawstock shortages 


‘in consequence of the 


tailender. | 


'the American people at home and | 


abroad as the oil industry, radio 
or automobile manufacturers.” 


interna- 
tional crisis were ruled groundless 
by Eastman Kodak executives here 
on Friday (29). 

While various industryites have 
been expressing fear about such 
a possibility, it was said here that 
the rawstock supply is at present 
sufficient and there’s no need to 


i be concerned about the future. 











Heavy Sports Competition Hits Biz; 


New Champ, ‘Life,’ 


Too much opposition, much of 
it via TV, on the Louis-Chariles 
fight, the crucial Dodger-Phillies 
series for the National League title 
and on key football contests, is 
slashing first-run biz in key cities 
covered by VARIETY this week. 
Televising of Notre Dame-North 
Carolina grid contest via co-ax 
cable was felt by Indianapolis, 
Chicago and other keys. Added to 
all these handicaps, many situa- 
tions noted a surplus of below-par 
screen fare. 

The month tees off with a new 
champ, “No Way Out” (20th), 
which has a healthy lead over its 
nearest competitor. In a week 
marked by numerous mild and 
slow sessions, the 20th-Fox pic- 
‘ture’s worst week was rated fair, 
with several fine to solid weeks 
racked up. “Life of Own” (M-G) 
is second-place winner’ while 
“Sleeping City” (U) is winding up 
| third. ; 

“Tea For Two” (WB) is moving 
up from seventh to fourth spot. 
“Three Secrets’ (WB) will take 
fifth money while “Petty Girl” 
(Col), showing more than in recent 
weeks, will land sixth. ‘Devil’s 
Doorway” (M-G) is finishing sev- 
enth, with “Breaking Point” (WB), 
just getting around, is eighth. 
'“Sunset Boulevard” (Par), with 
only a few-new bookings in keys 
covered by VARIETY; 
i Bad” (RKO), “The Men” (UA), 


National Boxoffice Survey 


‘Way Out’ 


‘City’ Next Strongest 


“Born To Be! 
and. 


“Blue Heaven” (20th) round out 
the Top 12 list in that order. 


Best runner-up pix are “Destina- 
tion Moon” (EL), “Our Very Own” 
(RKO), “Summer Stock” (M-G) 
and ‘Fancy Pants” (Par) in that 
order. Excepting in the case of 
“Moon,” this showing was made 
despite “Own,” “Stock” and 
“Pants” having finished the bulk 
of big key city playdates. 

Of the several newcomers, “‘Cop- 
per Canyon” (Par) shapes as a 
sturdy entry, being nice in Detroit 
and big in Buffalo. ‘“‘Toast of New 
Orleans” (M-G) also looks a big 
grosser. It is sock in N. Y. and 
hotsy on second Philly stanza. 
“Mister 880" (20th) has a lofty 
week in sight on initial round in 
N. Y. “Right Cross” (M-G) looks 
fine in Cincy. 

“Glass Menagerie’ (WB) is 
ishing up a strong initial frame at 
the N. Y. 
spite offish trend. “Edge of Doom” 
(RKO), with fine session, is going 
over better in Denver than on first 
playdate in N. Y. “They Were Not 
Divided” (EL) is very big in To- 
ronto. 

“Black Rose” (20th), with smash 
round, is the ace pic in Montreal 
currently. “White Tower” (RKO) 
looks okay in Montreal. “Saddle 
Tramp” (U) is fine in Philly. 

(Complete Boxoffice Reports on 

Pages 10-11) 


vv 


Independent producers’ unrest 
over the uncertain financial and 
product status of United Artists 
has given greater impetus to the 
idea of formation of a new distri- 


. bution firm which would function 


| 


fia- | 


Music Hall this week de- |; 


on a cooperative basis. Such a 
move is frankly regarded as spec- 
tacular and a long and difficult, if 
not impossible, way from being 
achieved but’ discussions of the 
plan already have taken place in 
indie producer circles and will con- 
tinue. 

Actually, the full program hasn’t 
been fully developed to the point 
of mapping specific details. The 
conversations so far have centered 
on the broad idea of joining hands 
| with National Film Carriers. outfit 
headed by James P. Clark which 
| deals in the physical distribution 
of film and has exchange outlets in 
the various key cities throughout 
the country. Organization of an 
adequate sales force would con- 
stitute the big problem, of course, 
despite the fact that not too great 
a number of pictures would be han- 
dled. 

Various independent producers 
or their reps have been coming 
into N. Y. from the Coast for con- 
versations at the UA homeoffice ag 

(Continued on page 16) 


COMPO to Hear Rap 
Vs. Wallis After Nix 
Of Liz Scott for Fete 


Squawk against producer Hal 
Wallis “for action injurious to in- 
dustry public relations” will be 
filed with the Council of Motion 
Picture Organizations this week by 
Jay Emanuel, Pennsylvania exhibi- 
tor and tradepaper publisher. Becf 
results from Wallis’ last-minute 
change in making Lizabeth Scott 
unavailable for a seven-day tour of 
the Keystone state in connection 
with “Pennsylvania Week.” 

_ Emanuel, treasurer of the mo- 
tion picture committee for the an- 
nual week of promotional acttvities 
in Pennsy, was requested by the 
(Continued on page 18) 
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Black Rose’ Ist in September B.0.; 
‘Sunset’ 2d, ‘Stock’ 3d, ‘Pants’ 4th 


Attesting to renewed interest in ¢* 


spectacle-type pix, “Black Rose” 
(20th) soared to an easy win 
capturing the September boxoffice 
championship. 
ing, as reflected by reports from 
VARIETY correspondents in 25 key 
cities, probably is a tribute to Ty- 
rone Power’s continued b.o. 
ing power, the film was panned by 
many crix. Just how strong “Rose’ 
was boxoffice-wise is shown by the 
$1,020,000 done during the past 
month, a figure seldom reached 
in recent months for a four-week 
stretch. Also, the pic was unl- 
formly big to sock on individual 
dates, the strength not just repre- 
senting intensive bookings. 


“Sunset Boulevard” (‘Par), first- 
place winner in August, displayed 
such sustained stamina that it 
handily took over second position, 
with better than $956,000 total 
gross. 

“Summer Stock” (M-G)  fin- 
ished third. ‘Stock’ nosed out | 
Bob Hope’s “Fancy Pants” (Par), | 
which was fourth. Latter teed off | 


in smash fashion, 
well on holdovers, failing to get 
the usual long-runs in some situa- 
tions. 


“My Blue Heaven” (20th), fifth, 
perhaps reflects Betty Grable’s 
popularity along with the added 


hoxoffice stature of Dan Dailey. It 
was only out in the keys about two 
weeks in September. ‘Tea for 
Two” (WB), starting rather meek- 
ly, did steady enough biz to take 
ixth money. 


“Our Very Own” (RKO), in 
fourth position in August, Qgar- 
nered seventh-place laurels, al- 
though obviously weighted down 


with numerous longruns and hold- 
overs last month. “A Life of Her 


Own” (M-G), new Lana Turner 
starrer, took Over eighth spot, 
though it’ did not have too many 


(Continued on page 18 


16m Tavern Showings 
Not Subject to U.S. Tax 


As Govt. Reverses Sel 


Washington, Oct. 3. 

Bureau of Internal Revenue has 
quietly reversed itself and ruled 
that when 16m sound films are 
shown in roof gardens, taverns, 
eic., such establishments are 
liable to the 20° nightclub tax on 
the checks providing no other en- 
tertainment is offered. Earlier, In- 
ternal Revenue had ruled that tap- 
rooms, ete., screening such 


but did not do so | 


not | 


in 


Remarkable show: | 


draw- | 


pic- 


tures without extra charge were, | 


in effect, 
of nightclub entertainment and/ 
their patrons were required to pay 
a 20° tax on their tabs. 

The National Assn. of Visual 
Ecucation Dealers, organization of 
16m film distributors, went to the 
mat with the tax bureau and fought 
the ruling for more than a vear. 
Association pointed out that Inter- 
nal 
vision and radin_ entertainment 
from the tax, thereby putting the 
16m film people at a competitive 
disadvantage. 

The 16m organization said that 
if one of its pictures was shown 
fr.e in a taproom, with the little 
projector operated by a bartender, 
the ehecks were subject to the tax. 
Yet, if the very same film were 


offering the equivalent | 


Revenue had exempted tele-— 





September’s B.0. Winners 


1. “Black Rose” (20th). 

2. “Sunset Blvd.” (Par). 

3. “Summer Stock” (M-Q), 
4. “Fancy Pants” (Par). 

5. “Blue Heaven” (20th). 

6. “Tea For Two” (WB). 

7. “Our Very Own” (RKO), 
8. “Life of Own” (M-Q). 

9: “The Men” (UA). 

10. “Broken Arrow” (20th). 
11. “Sleeping City” (U). 

12. “3 Little Words” (M-G). 








Zanuck Scores 


Red Falsehoods 
On American Pix 


Charges that American films 
don’t properly mirror the Ameri- 
can way of life to foreign audi- 


ences, and so are injurious to U. S. 
public relations abroad, represent 
nothing more than Communist- 
inspired propaganda, according to 


20th-Fox production veepee Darryl 
Z. Zanuck. Just back from a 
seven-week tour of Europe, he 


claimed Yank films during the last 
year have “gained new respect and 
dignity’ and they are actually 
helping to sell America to foreign 
audiences. 
According 
posely tried 
action to 
found that 
had never 


to Zanuck, he 
to ascertain the re- 
American films’ and 
most people overseas 
questioned whether 
they give the wrong impression of 
the American way of life. “Not 
until I mentioned it to them,” he 
said, “did they stop to think about 
it.” Communists, as part of their 
own propaganda campaign, he 
said, would like to curtail all 
American exports to foreign coun- 
tries. Thus, he claimed, they have 
instituted these rumors in an 
tempt to have American Govern- 
ment officials step in to determine 
what kind of a public relations job 
American films are doing. 
Twentieth exec, who once-cov- 
(Continued on page 16) 


‘Swedish Ren Guest Of 
MPAA Foreign Pix Unit 


Sweden is the third European 
country to send an offfcial liaison 
delegate to the Motion Picture 
Assn. of America’s Advisory Unit 
for Foreign Films. Previously, 
reps of the French and Italian film 
industries came to the U. S. as, 
MPAA guests to acquaint them- 
selves with the Unit's program. 

Swedish group, which arrived in | 
New York over the weekend, is 
headed by Dr. Carl 
ling. Chairman of the Swedish 
Film Producers Assn., he repre- 
sents the Swedish government in 
film matters. With him are Gus- 
tav Scheutz and Rune Walder- 
kranz. 

In a three-week U. 


pur- 


at- 





S. stay, the 


trio will examine the Unit’s pro- , 


gram, confer with MPAA interna- 


bvought into the taproom on tele- tional execs and meet Eric John- 


vision, it was tax-exempt. 
Ridiculous situations developed. 

Or2 man in Texas had a road stand 

fo~ refreshments. 


wall of the house next door, and 
the tax collector 
manded the cabaret tax. The new 
ruling puts 16m pictures in the | 
same category as television. It | 


will give a boost to the 16m busi- | 


ness, it is predicted here. 





Darrieux to H’wood 
For Metro’s ‘Young 


Danielle Darrieux. French film 
éctress, trained to the Coast last 
week to appear in Metro’s upcom- 
ing “Young Rich and Pretty.” Her 
last Hollywood stint was in Uni- 
versal’s 1938 production of “Rage 
ir Paris.’ 

Miss Darrieux, accompanied by 
her author-husband George Mit- 
simkides, arrived in New York 
Wednesday 27) and made only a 

One-day stopover: in Gotham. Metro 
deal is a single-pic agreement. Fol- 
lowing completion of the film, she 
Telurns -:o France, 


b 


He projected , 
16m films against the whitewashed | 


ston. 
B. Bernard Kreisler, the itinerary 


also will take them to Hollywood | 
for a studio tour and a confab with | 


Production Code Administrator 


¢ 'Joseph I. Breen. 
immediately de-| 





Navy Ups Prints As 
Enrollees Hike 


U. S. Navy has stepped up its 
order of prints per picture 


licensed from 27 to 30 but a sub- 
stantially greater increase will be 
forthcoming as more men go into 
uniform, 
Cormick, 
dles the film deals, 
N. Y. on Friday (29). 

Navy is taking 260 features per 
year from the distributors for pro- 
grams in 170 shoreside theatres 
and an_ unspecified number 
ships. 
vide them with about five pro- 
grams per week, each of about 90 
minutes in length. 

So far as his dealings with the 
distributors are concerned, 
Cormick said they bend over back- 
wards in lending assists. 


reported in 


Anders Dym- | 


As set up by Unit director | 


Commander John Mc-| 
whose department han- | 


of | 
McCormick’s job is to pro-, 


Me- | 


No More Traveltalks 


Holywood, Oct. 3. 

One of the longest series of 
short subjects in motion picture 
history comes to a close this week 
with the release of the last Travel- 
talk produced for Metro by James 
A. FitzPatrick. Tota: of 222 sub- 
jects, all in Technicolor, were 
filmed by FitzPatrick in all parts 
of the world since the series 
| started 19 years ago. 
Traveltalks will be supplanted 
| by a new series for Metro release, 
ititleed “People on _ FitzPatrick 
| Parade. 


“Annie Eyes No. 2 


” 





| 


London, Oct. 3. 


“Annie Get Your Gun” is man- 
aging to crack one record or an- 
other in virtually every theatre | 


it plays and looks certain to wind 
up as No. 2 all-time top-grosser 
England. If its current draught 
continues, it will wind up with 
cbout £400,00C ($1,120,000) in 
film rentals and may well 
out “Mrs. Miniver,”’ 
approximately that 

It won’t come 
Britain’s all-time 
With the Wind,” 
the previously 
of sum of £1.000,000. 
top biz on “Miniver’”’ 
understandab'e to film 


gross. 
near, 
champ, 
which garnered 


however, 


While the 


men here, 


since “Mrs. Miniver” was the pro- 
totype of the wartime British | 
housewife, paradoxically both | 
“Wind” and “Annie” are purely 
U. S. regiona: themes 

Tremendous success of “Annie” 


is no great surprise in light ot the 
smash scored by the stage version 
of the Irving Berlin musical. It 
ran for two years in the West End 
of London, while two 
panies toured the provinces. Simi- 
larly, the film version cracked a 
record by running eight weeks at 
the Empire theatre in the West 
End. 
The 


“Miniver” 
Miniver Story.” 
rather poorly in 
doing excellently elsewhere. Lon- 
don theatregoers, hardboiled in 
their attitude took the advice of 
the critics; who panned “Story.” 
In other parts o. the country, how- 
ever, the sentiment that attached 
to “Mrs. Miniver” is apparently 
surmounting ary of the  film’s 
shortcomings. 

The good biz in the hinterlands, 
‘incidentally, is causing Metro 
-execs here and in New York to 
burn at the studio for killing Mrs. 

Miniver off at the end of “Story.” 
They had figured on the possibility 
of innumerable sequels in the man- 
ner of “The Hardy Family.” Now 


sequel, “The 
incidentally, did 
London, but is 


that appears impossible, unless the , 


studio can come up with a yarn 
on the daughter of the famed war- 
time character invented by author | 
Jan Struthers. 


| ; : 
| Ricca Nins Govt. 


Chicago, Oct. 3. 

Paul (The Waiter) Ricca, 
roled convict in the million-dollar 
film shakedown of some years ago, 
triumphed Friday (29) over Gov- 
ernment prosecutors who are seek- 
ing to return him to prison. In a 
hearing befor Judge Michael 
Igoe in Chi federal district court, 
the former Capone lieutenant’s at- 
torney, William Scott Stewart, suc- 
cessfully moved that the Govern- 
ment’s plea he denied. Judge Igoe 
sustained the motion. 

Governmer’ prosecutors’ had 
sought to reopen habeas corpus 
proceedings by which Ricca was 
released from prison in June, 1948, 
and return him as a parole viola- 
| tor. 
' Case will now go before the 
U. S. Supreme Court, which will 
decide whether Ricca, Louis (Lit- 
tle New York) Campagna and 
Charles (Cherry Nose) Gioe will 
return to jai:. all of whom were 
involved in the extortion 








Jean Simmons to Coast 

British pix star Jean Simmons, 
now in New York, will head for 
the Coast next Tuesday (10), fol- 
lowing preem of “Trio,” in which 
‘she appears Hollywood visit will 
be purely in the nature of a vaca- 
tion, since she .s under contract 
to J. Arthur Rank, under whose 
production banner “Trio” is being 
released in the U. S. by Para- 
mount. 

Miss Simmons will be on the 
Coast about two weeks and then 
jreturns to London, 


British Gross. 


in | 


beat | 
which reached | 


“Gone | 
and since unheard- | 


is perfectly | 


road com- | 


pa- | 





NBC Ignores COMPO Protest On 
M&L's Pix Lampoon; Kine Sent Out 





‘Grapes’ Red Kickback 


Story of how the Russians 
re-edited and dubbed a print 
of 20th-fox’s “Grapes of 
Wrath” in an attempt to prove 
that the ‘Okies” represented 
in the film depicted average 
life in the U. S.—and then 
found the propaganda cam- 
paign was backfiring — was 
told in New York last week 
by 20th production veepee 
Darryl F. Zanuck, upon his 
return from Furope. 

The Russians tried to pull 
the stunt three years ago in 
Yugoslavia, prior to the split 
with Marsha: Tito, Zanuck 
said. Whei. the film was 
shown, even in the “repro- 
duced” Russian version, the 
audiences discovered that the 
background characters, viewed 
“over the shoulders” of the 
lead players still enjoyed a 
higher standard of living than 
anything possible at that timé 
Red-satellite countries. 
Russia, as a result, was forced 
to pull the picture from re- 
lease and forget the whole 
idea. 





| in the 








Repercussions 
- Seen in Goldwyn 


Bold move by Samuel Goldwyn 
in bucking Fox-West Coast and the 
Parker circuit in Portland, Ore., on 
booking “Our Very Own” 
tracted attention of virtually all 
the major distribs, with possibly 
far-reaching effects seen. Unwill- 


ing to accept the house into which | 


the two chains wanted to slot the 
film, James A. Mulvey, distribution 
chief for Goldwyn, set up a cir- 


cuit of four nabe houses for initial | 


showing of the pic. It is playing 
three nabe and drive-in runs prior 
to downtown. 

What has the major distribs in- 
terested—particularly Paramount 
and Universal, which have run into 
trouble in Portland — was that 
Goldwyn’s take on the day-and- 
date first-run engagements was $8,- 
400. That compares with $6,900 
which he took out of the entire 
icity on “Roseanna McCoy” and $5,- 
|700 which he got from the whole 
city on “My Foolish Heart.” 
| Results are even more startling 
‘in comparison with the Mayfair, 
the house at which Mulvey balked. 

“Roseanna” got $2,500 in rentals 
| during two weeks there and 
i“‘Heart” got $1,300 in a one-week 
|stand as against “Own’s” $8,400 
| nabe first-run. 

Mulvey anticipates about $12,000 
as his total Portland film rental 
,on “Own,” as compared with the 
$6,900 on “Roseanna.” Booking 
| arrangement is tricky. After play- 
‘ing the four nabes day-and-date, 
{pic moved over to five drive-ins 
day-and-date as a second-run. For 
third-run it goes into another 
(Continued on page 18) 


Europe to N. Y. 
Sir Thomas Beecham 
Charles Chilton 
Don Corey 
George L. George 
David Golding 
Jack Hylton 
Renee Jeanmaire 
Efrem Kurtz 
Paul Mann 
Colette Marchand 
Roland Petit 
Arthur Schnabel 
Ann Shepherd 
Eugene Van Dee 
I. A. R. Wylie 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Dannielle Darrieux 
Al Fowler 

Marks Levine 
William C. MacMillan 
Adrian Samish 

John L. Sinn 

Leo Spitz 


N. Y. to Europe 


Stella Andersen 
Irving Asher 
Eileen Peel 
Murray Silverstone 








Jerry Whyte 


‘Own Maneuver 


has: at- | 


+ Tempest stirred up by the film 


industry against a skit lampooning 
the film biz in the Dean Martin- 
Jerry Lewis television show Sept. 
17 has apparently settled back into 
its teapot. Despite protests to 
NBC, which aired the original 
show, against screening the kine- 
scope on non-interconnected sta- 
| tions, the kime was screened as 
'scheduled Sunday night (1). In 
|addition, the Council of Motion 
| Picture Organizations has received 
ino answers from the letters of pro- 
itest it mailed to NBC and RCA 
} execs, 

Letters, over the signature of 
|COMPO exec veepee Arthur L. 
| Mayer, went to NBC prez Joseph H. 
McConnell, RCA prexy Frank M. 
'Folsom and also to board members 
|of Colgate-Palmolive-Peet, which 
| bankrolled the show. While it was 
|'expected that they would do noth- 
‘ing in reply until after the kine 
| had been transmitted, it is now re- 
| ported that they will not answer at 





all. They are said to believe that 
'the skit was staged in good, clean 
fun and that the protests don’t 


merit the dignity of an answer. 
Chief outcome of the hassle, con- 
sequently, is expected to be the ex- 
lercising of some caution by net- 
works and sponsors in the future 
against arousing the wrath of the 
film industry. Exhibitors in the 
| field have already been alerted by 
‘COMPO to be on the lookout for 
' any similar situations in the future. 
| As for Martin and Lewis, they have 
already apologized to the filmites. 


1456 From Indonesia 
| As 2d Yank Payment 





American industry has received 
$145,000 from Indonesia as the sec- 
ond payment for films under an 
agreement entered into early this 
year. Under the deal the Yanks 
are permittea to convert frozen 
‘currency to the equivalent of the 
$145,000 each four months. 

Pact runs only four months at a 
time, automatically renewing if 
neither side takes action. Ameri- 


|eans are pushing during the cur- 


rent third period to raise the 
‘amount substantially. They claim 
that it represents only a small part 
of current earnings plus coin 
blocked since the end of the war. 

Money has been paid into the 
'Motion Picture Export Assn. and 
| divvied among distribs on the basis 
!of billings in Indonesia. 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Barney Balaban 
Daken Broadhead 
Louis Calhern 
Rory Calhoun 
Richard Carlson 
Sarah Churchill 
Robert H. Cobb 
Phil Cohan 

Lou Cohen 
Jimmy Durante 
Nikki Duval 

Jack Ellinson 
Benny Fields 

Nina Foch 

Gene Fowler 

Y.. Frank Freeman 
Bonita Granville 
Abel Green 

Jane Greer 
George (Gabby) Hayes 
John Houseman 
Eddie Jackson 
Charles Jacobs 
Wright King 
Angela Lansbury 
Edward Lasker 
Carl Leserman 
David Loew 
Jeanette MacDonald 
Louis B. Mayer 
Harold Mirisch 
Dennis Morgan 

FE. H. (Buddy) Morris 
J. Carrol Naish 
Mike Nidorf 
Jarmila Novotha . 
Margaret O’Brien 
Marvin Paige 
Seymour Poe 

Jack Roth 

Sol A. Schwartz 
Blossom Seeley 
Ann Sheridan 
Dario Soria 

Bob Stabler 
Howard Strickling 
Bert Whitley 
Tennessee Williams 








Jack Wrather 
Fred Zinneman 
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Bob Hope Bows to Exhibs 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 3. 


Bob Hope, as a gesture of goodwill to theatremen who believe 


that his teevee appearances are 


hurting their b.o., has included a 


hefty plug for films in his Chesterfield radio show this week, it was 


disclosed to Allied convention delegates here. 
Paramount as an added squarer, too, for the 


was arranged by 


Understood plug 


recent Martin-Lewis TV show kidding pix. 


To the tune of “Thanks For 


according to Wilbur Snaper, 


and gentlemen, 
other day, 
motion picture projeetor 
couldn’t help thinking, ‘what a 


New 
Allied squawk on Martin-Lewis, Hope’s radio statement is: 
when you picked up your morning newspaper the 
maybe you saw that shot of a GI in Korea setting up a 
somewhere along 
“road” 


the Memory’ 
Jersey 


at finale of show, 
exhib who spearheaded 
“Ladies 


‘Heartbreak Road.’ I 
picture.’ And I can’t help 


thinking that life would be a pretty dull routine without the magic 
af Hollywood's magic lanterns. Imagine Main street without a mar- 


quee. 


Imagine Saturday afternoon without its marquee. 


Sort o’like 


Texas without stars, isn’t it? A lot of us take the movies for granted, 


and we're so right. 
our everyday life. ‘And like the 
ever. 
about mine!) 

“I’m mighty proud to be part 
many so much pleasure for so 
buy mueh of a steak any more, 


still a great bargain! America’ 
million laughs and thrills, plus 
beat it. 


(ll even say that about C 


They're like the automobile, they're part of 


new cars, pictures are better than 
rosby’s pictures. If he’ll say that 


of a great industry that gives so 
little. Yes, sir, a dollar doesn’t 
but that buck at the boxoffice is 
s best music and drama, plus a 
two bags of popcorn. You can’t 





Good night.” 








Itai ian Govt. Snipes at Americans 
In Effort to Force Coin Agreement 


Unable to come to an agreement 
with the American motion picture 
industry, the Italian government 


has started a series of sniping ai- 


tacks in an effort to force the is- 
sue Latest development is a 
stalling tactic on censoring new 


Yank product for distribution in 
Italy, with the result that more 
than a month’s supply has piled up 


on the blue-pencillers’ shelves. 
Equally stinging to U. S. dis- 
tribs is the refusal of the Italian 
government to permit remittance 
a counterpart fund to the 2,- 
500,000 lire (about $4,000) loan 
that is made by American com- 


government for 
import. Agree- 


panies to the 
film they 


every 


ment with Rome was that an equal ; 


number of lire could be converted 
to dollars at the legal rate. Gov- 
ernment in the past month has 
been 
conversions. 


While the delays are ostensibly | 


all unavoidable, both sides are 
fuliy acquainted with the score. 
Moves are seen as reprisals at the 
Yanks tor 
two requests being sought via the 
government by the Italian film in- 
dustry. 
First is 


that the Americans 


adopt sore form of self-limitation | 


on the number of pix they import. 


sialling on approval ot such 


failing to go along on. 


+ 





Reserves Verdict On 
‘City Lights’ Restrainer 
N. Y. Supreme Court Judge 
Dineen reserved decision yesterday 
(3).on a motion for a restraining 
order which would block the open- 
ing of United Artists’ 
| in two N. Y: theatres. Move was 
made by attorney Monroe Stein in 
behalf of the Pix theatre, White 
Plains, and the Symphony theatre, 
Manhattan. 


The two contend they reached 


agreement with UA on booking the | 


film only to find UA subsequently 
licensed it to the Colony and Mid- 
town theatres, both operated by 
Harry Brandt. Each plaintiff asks 
damages of $20,000 from UA and 
Brandt. Representing UA in the 
suit is Edward Raftery. 





Finneran Would 


Allow COMPO To 
Police Pic Stars 


Italians are’squawking that far too | 


. : : ° ! 
many films are coming in, with the | 
playing 
it too tough for: 


result competition for 
time is making 
homemade product to find a mar- 
ket Volume also creates an ex- 
quantity of frozen lire, so 
the government subscribes whole- 
heartedivy to American self-limita- 
tion 

Second demand from Rome is 
that the U. S. distribs join ANICA, 
an association of producers and 
distributors that governs the Ital- 
lan industry. Idea is to subject 
the Americans to the same con- 
tro's as the domestic film people. 

As tor the self-limitation, con- 

(Continued on page 18) 


JOHN FORD, YATES 
SETTLE DIFFERENCES 


Hoilywood, Oct. 3. 
John Ford and Herbert J. Yates 


are understood to have patched up 
their 


COSS 





ing filming of 
mand,” 
remain at Republic. 


“Rio Grande Com- 


Main hassle reportedly was re- | 


fusal of studio head te 
Ford to use his old crew, insisting 
he make use of studio workers. 
Yates is understood to have made 


permit 


cert»in concessions which satisfied | 


Ford, who will make another 
Western, probably with John 
Wayne again starred. Lensing 


Would get underway by mid-Nov- 


ember at latest. Wayne must finish 


RXO's “Jet Pilot” after he winds 
Current “Operation Pacific’ at 
Warners. > 


differences which arose dur- | 


and producer-director will 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 8. 

Joseph P. Finneran, Columbus, 
Ind., exhib, is willing to leave for 
the Council of Motion Picture Or- 
ganizations the chastising of stars 
who bring discredit on the indus- 
try be getting themselves in jams 
via public misconduct. 

Exhib is author of . “Finneran 
Plan,” which was something of a 
cause celebre at Allied’s theatre- 
owners convention in Minneapolis 
last year. 

Queried at current conclave here, 
he said: “An agency—COMPO—has 


been developed in the interim to’ 
and I'm, 
it to’ 


deal with such matters, 
perfectly willing to leave 
them.” He declared he wouldn't 
‘bring up here his proposal that 
exhibs refuse to buy or book pix of 


erring stars. 





Boyd Signs to Make 
Par Pic With Crosby 
Hollywood, Oct. 3. 
Bill Boyd finally signed the 
‘papers as a cowhand on the Para- 
mount rancho and agreed to hopa- 
long with Bing Crosby 


‘by Leo McCarey. Although a ver- 
bal agreement was reached sore 
time ago there were varicus legal 
details to bé straightened out. 

Understood the one-picture deal 
inc iudes further Hepalong pictures 
under the Paramount banner, with 
Clarence Mulford, creator of the 
Cas idy character, and Doubleday, 
Inc., publishers, cutting in on the 
i revenue, 


“City Lights” | 


in a pic: | 
/ ture, still untitled, to be produced | 


AIN'T VOUCH 





| 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 
Although Theatre Baers” of 
America has pledged adherence to 
| Council of Motion Picture Organi- 
jzations, all-industry public relations 
| body is *by no means certain of fi- 
|nancial support from all of the ex- 
hib group’s member circuits. That 
was broadly hinted by COMPO’s 
exec v.p. Arthur L. Mayer, in talk 
at National Allied States conven- 
tion -here yesterday (Mon.). 
Reticence of some of the major 
chains—Mayer refused to name 
them—to go along on pledge of 
1/10th of 1° of film rentals as 
dues payment to COMPO follows 
in TOA’s previous pattern of “drag- 
ging its feet’ wherever COMPO 
was concerned. TOA exec director 
Gael Sullivan pledged his organi- 
| zation to full support of COMPO 
only after latter’s prez, Ned Dep- 
| inet, had called a showdown meet- 
ing and TOA-ers found themselves 
| with the whole industry lined up 
|}against them recently. 
| Sullivan was known at that time 
to be faced with a number of re- 
calcitrant members’ despite his 
pledge, and result is now being 
felt. Some of the circuits which 
objected at that time have failed 
|to give distribs required authori- 
ization to make deductions of 
|COMPO contributions from film 
_rentals. This will not only crimp 
'COMPO's war chest, but may give 
rise.to dissidents among indies who 
don't see why they should be con- 
tributing when some big circuits 
are not. 
Luncheon Airing 


| 
i 


Matter 
ing at luncheon in New 
morrow (Wednesday) of 
| Depinet and Sullivan. 

(Continued on 


Mayer, 
Also on 
page 16) 





More Indies Get 


Pitch From ELC 


| 

{ 

| With final details on its 50-pic- 
| ture, five-year deal with Harry | 
| Sherman and Neil Agnew about 
‘worked out, Eagle Lion Classics 
is out to bring additional indepen- 
dent producers into the fold. 


William C. MacMillen, president | 


of the distribution firm, will leave 
the N. Y. 
(9) for Coast conferences with 
three additional indies of possible 
' releasing pacts. 

The Sherman deal provides for 
delivery of six westerns and four 
features annually beginning next 
February. Bankers Trust of N. Y. 
is ready to provide the primary 
money for the first two in each 
category with the indication that 
satisfactory results will mean con- 
tinued financing for Sherman. 


14-Pic Release Sked 
For Ist 4 Mos. of ’51 
In 20th-Fox Step-Up 


Indicating that 20th-Fox’s pro- 
duction activities have reached the 
_point where the company can, 
|;maintain its stepped-up releasing 
| plans, sales veepee Andy W. Smith, 
a this week revealed a total of 
4 ‘films are to be distributed dur- 
ing the first four months of 1951. 
Figure represents an average of 
three-and-a-half films per month, 
as compared with the two-a-month 
released during the same period 
in 1949. 

Four of the films were lensed 
!in Technicolor and six were filmed 
on locations in various parts of the 
world. In addition, two of them 
were produced by indie producers 
for 20th release. These include 
Edward L. Alperson’s 
Monte Cristo,” slated for distribu- 
tion in February, and “Man Who 
Cheated Himself.” produced by 





Jack Mi. Warner and going out in 
January. 


FORALL MEMBERS 


will no doubt get an air- | 
York to- 


homeoffice on Monday | 


“Sword of. 


EXHIBS BALK AT AIDING COMPO 








i 





Autry Aint Foolin’ 
Pittsburgh, Oct. 3. 
Gene Autry, in making his 
appearance at National Allied 
Convention here to answer >x- 
hib beefs that the series of 
films he’s producing for tele 
are unfair competion, said that 
theatre operators never paid 
excessive rentals for his pix. 
He added that he knew, be- 
cause he had a record of 
terms paid by every house in 
the country. 
Not to let such a statement 


go unchallenged, one exhib 
lassoed Autry as he left the 


meeting room. He asked him if 
he knew what film rental he 
was paving. Sure enough he 
did. Autry opened a book and 
told the astonished theatre- 
man at exactly what price he 
was buying the Autry “starrers. — 


Autry States His 
Case for TV Pix 
At Allied Parley 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 3. 

Gene Autry twirled a mighty 
fetching lariat, but failed to corral 
any sizable number of exhibs fol- 
| lowing the. oater star’s appearance 
| at Allied States powwow here yes- 
| terd: iy (Monday). Everyone agreed 
| that Autry’s heart-to-heart was a 
porrgiente and warming statement of 
| his case for making six pix for TV, 
| but he still hadn’t convinced them 








that they could sell what he was 
giving away. 
Autry flew in specially from 


|New York, where he’s appearing in 
a rodeo, to answer face-to-face ex- 
| hib squawk that tele pix which he’s 
making are unfair competition by 
'a star who made his fortune in 
eatres—and . furthermore are 
| hurting b.o. of his own westerns. 
He planed back to Manhattan im- 
mediately after stating his case and 
facing pea-shooter-size barrage of 
questions from the floor. 
Most of the 200 exhibs Autry 
,faced were deferential and many 





got a number of rounds of ap- 
plause, with the boys who were 
blasting him so heatedly a couple 
weeks ago seemingly eating out of 
his hand as nicely as his own cow 
pony. Which made the surprise 
even greater when querying of ex- 
hibs in cloakrooms later revealed 
jhis two-hour plane ride hadn't 
| changed a single mind. 

| Before turning six guns on him. 
| ten-gallon star asked exhibs to wait 
land see what effect TV does have 
on his pix in theatres. He pointed 
,to what video had done to boost 
, Bill Boyd’s “Hopalong” series in 

(Continued on page 16) 


Okays COMPO Tie for Year 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 3. 

Chief development of two-day 
board meeting preceding opening 
of national convention here at 
William Penn hotel was National 
Allied States’ decision to extend 
its membership in COMPO for an- 
‘other year. Conditions are to be 
same which indie exhibitors have 
, had for the association in the past. 
At the same time board authorized 
its chairman and general counsel. 
Abram F. Myers, to work with a 
consulting committee in seeking 
‘clarification of the “and others” 
section of ruling on competitive 
bidding. 

Mvers and committee will take 
case to distributors and Dept. of 
Justice if needed to clear un sec- 
tion in which competiiive bidding 
clause refers to cireuit’s affiliated 
theatres and others. 





| ground today 


|further study by 


Mounting Equipment Costs Cue Allied 
~ To Pioneer on Cooperative Buying 
In Countering 100-300% Increase 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 3. 

Mounting cost of theatre 
ment and supplies, 
into most exhibs’ narrowing profit 
margin, started Allied States Assn. 
of exhibitors pioneering on new 
(Tuesday). Organi- 
in corvention here, author- 
ized setting cooperative buying of, 
carpets, seats, projection equip- 
ment, candy, popcorn and all mani- 
fold items required by theatres, if 
Allied’s board of 


equip- 
slicing heavily 


zation, 


' directors makes plan seem feasible. 


With reports of equipment and 
supply prices up 100 to 300°, 
alarmed theatre ops spent consid- 
erable portion of three-day pow- 
here remedial 
s. Increasing pressure from 
distribs for higher film rentals was 
the other item that took the spot- 


light, as per normal for exhib con- 
ventions. Growing encroachment 
of television on smalltown thea- 
tres, Which most of the 250 exhibs 
here represent, also called for at- 
tention. Resigned that there is no 


wow co! sidering 


measures 


| way of stopping the new medium 
; any more than they could halt de- 


velopment of automobiles or air- 
planes, theatremen concentrated 
on slowing down the rush into TV 
film production of such stars as 
Gene Autry, who flew here from 
New York to defend his move in 
producing a new series of telepix. 
Sales Toppers on Hand 

Andy Smith, Jr., 20th-Fox dis- 
tribution v.p., was on hand today 
to present a new sales plan and 
will be followed tomorrow by three 
other sales toppers. They are Ben 
Kalmenson. Warners; Robert 
Mochrie, RKO, and Alfred Schwal- 
berg, Paramount. Also here today 
was Metro v.p. William F. Rodgers, 


, who discussed general trade prob- 


even friendly during his talk. He | 


lems. 

New angle in Allied's hattle to 
knock down film rentals are “film 
buying and booking clinics,” which 
were held this morning and will 
be continued tomorrow. Divided 
into groups, on basis of size of 
town and type situation. private 

(Continued on page 20) 


Cal. Court Orders U-I 
Pay $17,500 in Title Suit 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 

Failure of a play to become a 
great commercial success does not 
deprive the author of his right to 
the title, the state supreme court 
ruled in upholding an award of 
$17,500 to Fredrick Jackson in a 
suit against Universal-Internation- 
al. Jackson won the award in an 


action two years ago, but the appel- 
late court decision went against 
him. State’s highest tribunal ruled 
he was entitled tu the money be- 
cause U-I used “Slightly Scandal- 
ous” as a film titl although it had 
been the title uf his unsuccessful 
play. 

In rendering his decision, Justice 
Douglas Edmonds opined that a 
play does not have to be popular 
or run for any length of time in 
order to secure the title. It must 
only be produced and advertised 
to the extent that the title becomes 
known to a certain numbe_ of 
people. 

Anyway, the justice added, many 
successful pictures have been made 
from flop plays. 








SettleeBogeaus, Rep Snag 
Hollywood, Oct. a 
All’s quiet on the southern front 
after a hassle between Benedict 
Bogeaus and Republic over rights 
to the title, “Rio Grande.’ 
Bogeaus has notified one and all 
that his Mickey Rooney starrer 
will be releac.d as “The Tiger.’ 





on 


























’ : a 
‘OMG Nie Sih ia eh PE IA 








FILM REVIEWS 


‘Wednesday, October 4, 1950 





The Jackpot 

20th-Fox release ‘of Sam Engel produc- 
tion. Stars James Stewart, Barbara Hale: 
features James Gleason, Fred Clark, Alan 

owbray, Patricia Medina, Natalie Wood, 

‘ommy Rettig, Robert Gist, Lyle Talbot. 
Directed by Walter Lang. Screenplay. 

hoebe and Henry Ephron; based on New 
‘orker article hy John MeNulty; camera, 
Joseph La Shelle; editor, J. Watson Webb, 
dr. At Academy of Music theatre. N. Y., 
Sept. 28, 50. Running time, 85 MINS. 


ere James S.ewart 
Amy Lawrence..........:+. Barbara Hale | 
Harry Summers........++- James Glesson | 
DIP. PUOOEEUR . 6. ccc decenees Fred Clark | 
a a i aE le Alan Mowbrzy | 
Hilda Jones rrr. Patricia Medina 
Phyllis Lawrence.........- Natalie Wood | 
Tommy Lawrence.......-- Tommy Rettig | 
Pete Spooner. .......:-es00:: Robert Gist | 
ey BO Ree aa. Lyle Talbot 
ST WE Sin ing 0.40 60 00 016 Charles Tannen | 
ee Bigelow Sayre 
Mr. BroWe. «. soe sc0+800es Dick Cogan 
et De. cemenneceds Jewel Rose 
Mr. BMcDougall.......... Eddie Firestone 





Mrs. McDougall ......... Estelle Etterre 
Herman Wertheim........ Claude Stroud 
Susan Wertheim........-. Cary Lincoln 
a VO lL. . ecco wheter Valerie Mar} 
Mabel Spooner Joan Miller 
Watch Buyer Walter Baldwin 
Ernie. Mailmen Syd Saylor 
Mr. Ferguson John Quelen 
Long-Haired Pianist Fritz Feld 
Mrs. Simopkins Kathryn Sheldon 
Mr. Simpkins Robert Dudls 
Photovrarher: Billy Wayne 
Stranvye Woman........-. Minerva Urecal 
a PaVOP won ccccess Milton Parsons 
ee NE an 4c cede a Kim Spuldin 
eee re Dulee Daye 
EE oc heey. wbewse Andrew Toimbes 
One basie gag situation is ex- 


tended through the entire footage 
of “The Jackpot,” but it doesn't 
seem overworked. Madcap comedy 
hes freshness and pace, figures to 
generate chuckles aplenty and do 
well at the boxoffice. 

Despite its zaniness, the film has 
a wholesome quality which prom- 
ises hearty family trade. And the 
subijicct matfer which centers on the 
winner of a radio giveaway show, 
easily lends itself to exploitation. 


James Stewart is the pivotal 
character *and handles the spot 
with amusing bewilderment. His 


frenzied attempts to sell his prizes, 
to meet the internal revenue de- 
mands (pzurticularly the situation 
wherein he’s peddling a wristwatch 


in a bookmaker’s betting room 
when the cops pull a raid), make 
for clever laugh material. Bar- 
bora Hale meets all requirements 


as Stewarit’s wife, and there’s com- 
petenit support from all others. 


Walter Lang’s direction rates a 
nod, especially for keeping the 
varn and characters within the 


realm of plausibility while at the 
same time playing hard for the 
laughs. One piece of plot business, 
which has Miss Hale suspecting a 
romance between her mate end 
Priricia Medina, latter as an artist 
who arrives to do his portrait, is 
cerrectly played down. Any en- 
piasis on such a serious s.ory 
angle might have detracted fron 
the comedy values. 

Assortment of characters lendin# 
coor to the proceedings includes 
Alan Mowbray, as an interior dec- 
orutor who comes as one of the 
prizes: James Gleason, newspaper- 
man with the inside dope on radio 
jingles and the persons they iden- 
tify; Tommy Rettig and Natalic 
Wood, Stewart’s two youngsters. 
More of Miss Medina would have 
served ornamental purposes; the 
feztured femme is a looker. 

Counting among the technic! 
assists. particularly camera work 
and editing, Samuel Engle’s pro- 
guction adds up commercially 

Gere. 


To Please a Lady 
Hollywood, Sept. 10. 


release of Clarence Brown © -0- 
Stars Clark Gable, Barbara S::n- 
wyek; features Adolphe Menjou, Will 
Geer. Directed by Brown. Story wad 
z reenplay, Barre Lyndon, Merge Dec?:c~; 
©: mera. Harold Rosson; editor, Robert J. 


Metro 
duction. 


leern: music, Bronislau Raper. Tra’~- 
stewn Sent. 27, °50. Running time, 9%) 
MikS. 

Riike Brannan......... Clark € bee 
Resina Forbes........ Barbara Stanwye 
MIN. ; 2, ne pane caeate Adolphe Menjou 
Jack Mackay .....cccse. Will Geer 


Dwight Barrington 
Joie Chitwoed 
Resi 


ie Ronald Win‘ers 
.-+. William C. MeGow 





cgina’s Secretary......,... Lela B'ics 
Rey Emory Parnell 
so we errr ee Frank Jen':s 
eS eas .....:+. Helen Sorin’ 
Mike's Pit Crew Bill Hickman, Lew Smi* 1 
8: eee arene Hiinself 


Ciark Gable and Barbara Stan- 
wy-k provide “To Please a Lady” 
with marquee strength and a gloss 
that will help see it through :ver- 
ac grosses. Additionally, it has a 
lot of exeiting auto-racing footazve 
«-ammed in the 90 minute to 
snooih over a_ contrived light- 
weorvht story. 

(<b'e hes a two-fisted role, that 


© 2x rough, tough, daredevil racer. 
*. ss Siunwyek’s assignment sees 
hes us a “lib, nationally-read col- 


u ‘nist and radio commentator wiio 


is involved with Gable in an o7-' 


actuin. o-f-again romantic chase in 
b ‘ween fichting with him for his 
rich essness on the track. The two 
Svs sive it all importance with 
pevsing performances. 

_ “s a columnist, Miss Stanwyck 
Is powerful enough tg get Gab'e 
Derved ‘rom all midget tracks after 
* ~ believes he is responsible for 
tie death of a racing rival. Gable 
teens to auto stunting, saves his 
coo, buys a full-size ear to try 
h’s luck in the Memorial Day clas- 
s° In Indiznapolis. He’s injurcd 
moa crash when he lets another 
driver go through a tight spot, but 


| Wymore. 


ee aS 
Miniature Reviews 
“The Jackpot” (20th). Good 
boxoffice for colorful James 
Stewart starrer. . 
“To Please a Lady” (M-G). 


Clark Gable-Barbara Stan- 
wyck in fast, auto-racing 
story. 

“Roeky Mountain” (WB). 
Errol Flynn in well-made 


drama of Confederate fighting 
in the west. B.o. outlook okay. 

“Woman on the Run” ‘U) 
Ann Sheridan and Dennis 
O’Keefe in okay mystery 
thriller. 

“Wyoming Mail” (Songs-Col- 
or) (U). Good early western 
for general situation. Okay 
b.o. 


“Dial 1119” (M-G). Suspense- 


ful well-made melodrama. 
Good double bill fare for the 
action-meller market. 

“Chain Gang” (‘Col). Okay 


melodrama for lowercase 
bookings. 

“Holiday Rhythm” (Musical) 
(Lip). Moderately satisfactory 
program musical for support- 
ing bookings. 

“Arizona Territory” ‘Mono). 


Lesser entry among low- 
budget oaters. 

“Cage of Gold” (British) 
‘GFD). David Farrarr in ob- 


vious story; looks mild U. S. 
entry. 








, this convinces Miss Stanwyck he 


has dropped his ruthless ways and 
sets up the finale clinch, 

The Indianapolis race runs for 
12 minutes and provides plenty of 
speed thrills. There’s additional 
excitement in the auto stunting 
eguences, and Gable is a dashing 
daredevil at the wheel, crashing 
ears and taking spills. Midget race 
scenes also are fast-paced. 

Dialog between the principals is 
flip and adult and they give it a 


certain air that pays off with 
chuckles, As producer-director, 
Clarence Brown wisely concen- 


trates on keeping the footage mov- 
ing at a fast enough pace to polish 
the illogical motivations in the 
ccript by Barre Lyndon and Marge 
Decker. It’s all surface drama 
that doesn’t tax the cast, but still 


comes up as pleasant entertain- 
ment, 
Adolphe Menjou gets in some 


licht Jicks as Miss Stanwyck’s aide. 
Will Geer, racecar builder; Roland 
Winters. a victim of Miss Stan- 
wyck’'s column; William C. McGaw, 
Lela Bliss. Emory Parnell, Frank 
Jenks and Ted Husing ‘playing 
himself) are among the other cast 
capables., 

Production values are plushy 
and technical assists of the best, 
including Harold Rosson’s lensing, 
the special effects and montage 

auences, and the Bronislau 
Kaper music score. Brog. 





Rocky Mountain 
Holly wood, Sept. 30. 


Warners release of William Jacobs pro- 
duction. Stars Errol, Flynn; features 
Patrice Wrymore. Scot Forbes, Guinn 
Williams. Directed by William Keighley. 


’ Screenplay, Winston Miller, Alan LeMay: 


'fvem story by LeMay; camera. Ted Me- 
‘Cord; editor, Rudi Fehr: music, Max 
Steiner. Tradeshown Sept. 26, °50. Run- 


nine time. 83 MINS, 


Lafe Beret. -.<irieoes Errol Fiynn 
| Johanna Carter......+- Patrice Wvymore 
Lt. Becery.«..ccre ante ee Scott Forbes 
PED VIORRON. chi cece Guinn Williams 
| eee eee Dick Jones 
C7NO OE OIs 3s pas 80 e905 0% Howard Petrie 
Plank b+eveewaceenee Slim Pickens 
oO Bk” Beer rer Chubby Johnson 
a WRURPOON.. 6h ccc ceedocs Buzz Uenry 
Oe. Me |... 0540 bsbub ode Sheb Wooley 
Pierre Duchesne.......... Peter Coe 
‘onzs Weatherby......... Rush Williams 
DE cstit tegen ®ntmemhes ean Steve Dunhill 
a: Sree ore ere eT lex Sharpe 
MOA © 04060 pbadess beden es Yakima Canutt 
eee eee rr eee Nakai Snez 


Warners is giving “Rocky Moun- 
tain” a fast push into the market 
to take advantage of the romantic 
news involving its star, Frrol 
Fivnn, and leading lady, Patrice 
Film back up the nat- 
uvol exploitation angle with good 
performances and a story ofibeat 


cnough to be interesting. Average | 


b.o. returns are indicated. 

Flynn’s role is unusual for him. 
He’s a hero but doesn’t get the 
irl and winds up dead at the 
iinale. However, his performance 
pleases and helps to sustain inter- 
est. Miss Wymore is the sole 
fomme in the cast and does well 
by a role not as meaty as the 
masculine parts. 

Story deals with a small band 


of Confederate soldiers who have) 


come west to establish contact 
with a gang of.California outlaws 


so that the Confederacy can gain | 


control. 
bleak, rocky plateau in the desert, 


made dangerous -by warring In- 
dians and Union patrols. While 


waiting for the outlaws, Flynn and | 


his men rescue Miss Wymore from 


a band ot Indians that have at-’ 


tacked her stage. 
A Yankee come west to marry 
her Union sweetheart, Miss Wy- 


more is used by Flynn to capture: 


a Union| patrol out to save her. 
the Confederate situation becomes 


The meeting place is a! 


| desperate when the Indians mass 
‘to wipe them out, but Flynn and 
'band lure them away long enough 
| for the heroine to escape and are 
massacred for their gallantry. | 
William Keighley’s direction 
| plays up mood and tension with- 
| out overlooking the numerous Op- 
| portunities for action. The Indian 
| raid on the stagecoach is exciting 
'and the finale clash when Flynn 
/and his men go down under red- 
/skin arrows is capital motion pic- 
i ture action. 
| Casting of the characters that 
| people the Winston Miller-Alan 
| LeMay script is very good. Mak- 
ing the various types register are 
Guinn Williams, Dick Jones, Slim 
Pickens, Buzz Henry, Sheb Wooley, 


Peter Coe and Rush Williams, 
members of Flynn’s band; Scott} 
Forbes, the Yankee sweetheart; 


Howard Petrie, the outlaw; Chub- | 


by Johnson, stage driver, and} 
others. Also, there’s a mongrel | 
dog, pet of Jones, that’s used for 


some heart appeal. 


There are no interiors in the 


William Jacobs production, entire | 


footage being lensed on rugged | 
location sites. Ted McCord’s ca- 


mera work is good, as are the edit- 
ing and background music score. 
Brog. 





Woman on the Run 
Universal-International release of Fi- 
delity Pictures (Howard Welsch) produc- 
tion. Stars Ann Sheridan, Dennis O’Keefe. 
Directed by Norman Foster. Screenplay, 


Alan Campbell and Norman Foster from 
story by Sylvia Tate; camera, Hal Mohr; 
editor, Otto Ludwig: music, Emil New- 
man, Arthur Lange. Tradeshown N. Y., 
Sept. 25, 50. Running time. 77 MINS. 

Eleanor bidnalka Ann Sheridan 
Danny Leggett... ..ccesece Dennis O'Keefe 
Inspector Ferris. .........- Robert Keith 
Frank Johnson... .cccocceecs Ross Elliott 
Detective SHAW... cccesevces Frank Jenks 
| |) TS Aare John Qualen 
Sea Captain ...» J. Farrell McDonald 
Joe Gordon Thomas P. Dillon 


“Woman on the Run” is an 
average melodrama centered 
around a man hunt. Copious back- 


ground scenes of San Francisco, 
however, give the film a_ semi- 


documentary flavor, and star value 
of Ann Sheridan and Dennis 
O’Keefe should be a b.o. asset. 
Vithal, this entry shapes up as 
suitable fare for the action and 
mystery markets. : 

Story revoives around Ross El- 
liott. a sole witness to a gangland 
slaying. Unwilling to become 
mixed up in the ease, he takes it on 
the lam. From that point, the 
camera has a field day in taking 
audiences on a sightseeing tour of 
the Bay City’s points of interest. 
Search for the lammister eventu- 
ally winds up in a gruesome climax 
at seaside amuseiment park. 

Slight twist is added to an other- 
wise conventional yarn by the 
mutual doubt between Elliott and 
his wife ‘Ann Sheridan) as to the 
success of their marriage. When 
he first disappears, she’s indif- 
ferent and refuses to cooperate 
with the cops. Later, she realizes 
‘that their love is genuine, and at- 
'iempts to find him. 

Curiously. Miss Sheridan  per- 
mits a gangster ‘Dennis O’Keete), 
who poses as a reporter, to 


company in the search for her 





ac- | 


spouse, Several clues are dropped | 


which disclose his true 
but she fai's to get wise until the 
last few frames. 

| Performances of the small cast 
are competent. Miss Sheridan suc- 
ceeds if making her role fairly 
believable. O'Keefe carries out 
his deception with polish and El- 
lioit is sufficiently furtive as the 
missing witness. Robert Keith’s 
interpretation of the police inspee- 


‘tor is standard. Director Norman 
Foster achieved ample suspense 
white production mountings of 


Howard Welsch are good. Gilb. 
Wvoming Mail 
(SONGS-COLOR) 
Hollywood, Sept. 29. 


release of Aubrey Schenck 


Universal 


identity, | 


Mayer. Screenplay, John Monks, 
from story by Hugh King and Don Mec- 
Guire: camera. Paul C. Vegel; editor, 
Newell P. Kimtin; music, Andre Previn. 
Tradeshown Sept. 13, ’50. Running time, 
74 PINS. ; 
Gunther Wychoff ..Marshall Thompson 
FREE 5. rae ceseseererons Virgina Yield 
NE Ue ris <naeegaee.s eds Andrea King 
Dr. John Faron ....-.eeees> Sam Levene 
re errr a Leon Ames 
Skip : , ...+ee+.Keefe Brasselle | 
Captain Henry Keiver Richard Kober 
| Harrisen D. Barnes a James Bell 
| eee eee eee William Conrad 


| suspense, 


| production. Stars Siephen McNally. Alexis 


Smith; features Howserd da Silva, Ei Bee- 


| Jev, Dan Riss, Roy Roberis, Whit Biscell, | 


Armando Silvestre. 
LeRorg. Screenplay. Warry Essex, 
ward Lee; story, Vobert Hardy Andrews: 
eamera (Technicowr), Russell 
ter, Edward Curtiss; songs, Dan Shapiro, 
Lester Lee. Previewed Sept. 28, ‘50. 
Running time, 87 MINS, 


Direcied by Reginald 


Leon- | 


Meity; edi- | 


The Lost People 

“The Lost People” (Rank), 
which opened at the Stanley 
theatre, N. Y., Saturday (30), 
was reviewed in VARIETY from 
London, Sept. 7, 1949. Bridget 
Boland’s adaptation of her 
play, “Cockpit,” based on per- 
sonal observations made while 
serving in occupied Germany, 
just after the war, was tabbed 
by reviewer Clem as being 
“satisfying dramatic entertain- 
ment.” However, reviewer 
added: “its depressing subject 
will limit its appeal.” Yarn 
concerns itself with a young 
English captain who takes over 
command of a group of dis- 
placed persons herded into a 
large German theatre await- 
ing sorting out and transport 
to all corners of the earth. The 


captain’s constant plea for 
brotherhood in the face of 
strong friction among the 
DPs forms pic’s theme. 
Starring Dennis Price, Mai 


Zetterling and Richard Atten- 
borough, pic is being distrib- 
uted in the U. S. by Pentagon 
Pictures. 








coaches. The Wyoming line, how- 
ever, is about to lose its franchise 
because of a gang of train robbers. 
To the rescue comes Stephen Mc- 
Nally, postal inspector who poses 
as a bank robber and pulls an es- 
cape from a territorial prison to 
get in with the gang. 

Reginald LeBorg’s direction 
concentrates on action, much of 
it rugged, in building to the climax 


when MeNally is able to foil the 
crooks and reveal the high official 


who is the robbers’ 
head man. 


galloping 


tipster and 
There’s a lot of wild 
over rough terrain, 
plenty of fisticuffs and gunplay, 
plus other thrills, and Russell 
Metty’s capable camera catches all 


of the movement. 
There’s a good romance angle 
worked into the script. Alexis 


Smith is a good-bad girl who acis 
as contact between Roy Roberts, 
the crooked railway official, and 
the gang. 
and even sticks by him when his 
true identity is disclosed, thus 
providing excuse for a _ pardon 
when the shooting is all over. 

The two stars please and among 
other strong periormances'§ are 
Howard da Silva's dirty work as 
Roberts’ chief henchman, Ed Beg- 


leyv’s prison warden, Dan Riss, 
Whit Bissell, Armando Silvestre 
and others. 

Two songs are spotted in the 


footage, boih tied in with saloon 
scenes and fitting the action. 
They are “Endlessty” and “Take 
Me to Town,” by Dan Shapiro and 
Lester Lee. Credit for the good 
scripting of the Robert Hardy An- 
drews story goes to Harry Essex 
and Leonard Lee. 

Aubrey Schenck has given the 
story good production supervision 
in all departments, and technical 





support is strong. Brog. 
Dial LILI 
Hollywood, Sept. 28. 
Metro release of Richard Goldstone 
production. Features, Marshall Thomp- 
son, Virginia Field, ndrea king. Sam 


Directed by Gerald 


Levene, Leon Ames. : 
dr.: 


. Dick Simmons 
Hilal Fieberling 


‘lelevision Announcer 
Lt. “Whites” Tallmen 

Strong, well-knit melodrama. 
punched with a full measure of 
makes “Dial 1119” a 
good co-feature. 

Its tension springs from a homi- 
cidal maniac, escaped from prison 
and bent on killing a_ police 
psychiatrist, the only man who 
knows What makes the killer tick. 


‘ While missing no beis—in project- 


ing the metodramatic story values, 
writing, direction and plaving keep 
them on a credible level that great- 
ly sharpens the chiller effect. 
Footage is taut with menace and 
marcbes steadily towards the con- 
clusion that finds the maniac dead 
in the streets, but not before he 
has claimed four victims, ter- 


'rorized others, aroused the police 
!and a swarm of morbid thrill-seek- 


SOVG BWM. nc kandewsi Stephen MeNally | 
| Mary Williams........- Alexis Smith 
SIRT MAMIE... 0.0 obs ees Lioward da Silva | 
Hiuyvnes. b+ reas a Ree ee bee ed Ed Besiey 
Ceurge Armstrong........... Dan Riss 
Charies De Haten.......... Rey Roberts 
Sam Wa 0's © 00-0 oh OO ROREE Ss Whit Bissell | 
Russel Copreeeesieees James Arness 
| ee Armando Silvesire 
EMO. 5 ss ccccsasecccses Hichard Jaeckcl 
UK <5 5 Skee seed ood e6reee Frankie Darro 
a eee Coe cecesers Felipe Turich 
Ns 6-3.06:04:42-00b6 bb dare --.. Richard Egan 
Shep Fone 6beoonened ° Gene Evans 
T.. Kextece b040bG+404. Frank Fenton | 
DES ss « (bb aCMS Cc ee rere Emerson Treacy 

This is another of Universal's | 


tures that will rate okay returns 
in the general iarket. A com- 


,on the move help put over “Wvom- 
ing Mai!,” and there is the added 
value of co'or to show off scenie 
beauties of its outdoor locales. 
Pioi coves hack to the days when 
the railrozd fir 1 took over the job 
of carrying the mail in the west 
from the pony express and stage- 


petent cast and footage that keeps | 


Techinicolorca ovidoor action fea- | 
| tol 


ers who fill the sireets as they 


gather for the inevitable kill. 
Marshall Thompsen is _ the: 
maniac. On his way to find the 


doctor he steals a busdriver’s pis- , 
and shoots down the latter 
wantonly. Staked out in a bar 
across from the medico’s home to 


‘await latter's return, Thompson is. 
‘recognized by the barkeep from a 
, television program that 


is being 
used to aicrt the city. The maniac 
shoots down the bartender, Wil- 
liam Conrad, as he tries to phone 
police, and uses the customers as 
hostages. Suspense builds stead-| 


She goes for McNally, | 


ily as police try to trick him into 
the open before he makes good a 
threat to kill the hostages unless 
the doctor comes to him. 

Climax comes fast and with a 
cold grimness that chills when the 
doctor goes to his death, the killer 
|is wounded by one of his barroom 
| prisoners and the police send him 
| sprawling in death. The John 
‘Monks, Jr., script, from a story by 

Hugh King and Don McGuire, 
makes due mention and use of the 
itelevision age in furthering the 
story. Video suffers a few jeers 
for programming and _ reception, 
but, on the whole, is recognized 
for the newsworthy value it has as 
'an on-the-spot medium. 

Gerald Mayer’s direction 
'much to carry out script 
Thompson scores strongly in the 
lead, but others belt their roles, 
too. Virginia Field, femme lush; 
Andrea King, frustrated business- 
girl ready for a weekend with 
salesman Leon Ames; Keefe Bras- 
selle, waiter and expectant father, 
and James Bell, a tired newspaper 
hack, are the prisoners who sell 
their parts. Same Levene is good 
as the doctor. Richard Rober, Con- 
rad, Dick Simmons, Hal Fieberling 
and others are capable. 

Richard Goldstone’s production 





does 
aims. 


gloss is properly valued in ail 
phases. Editing is tight and lens- 
ing good. Brog. 


Chain Gang 
Hollywood, Sept. 28. 


Columbia release of Sam Katzman proe- 
duction. Features Douglas Kennedy, Mare 
jiorie Lord. Emory Parnell, William Phil- 
lips, Thurston Hal), Harry Cheshire, Di- 
rected by Lew Landers. Screenplay, Howe 
ard J. Green; camera, Ira H. Morgan: edi- 
tor, Aaron Stell. Previewed Sept. 27, ‘50. 
Running time, 70 MINS. 


o) a ae Douglas Kennedy 
Rita McKelvey....... ; Marjorie Lord 
Captain Duncan..,...... Emory Parnell 
Snead bes wale bee eeae William Phillips 
John McMelvey.. .ccccece: Thurston Hall 
“Pop” O’Donnell........ Harry Cheshire 
no 4664s ds6 ice 0 Don Harvey 
ers ae ere William G. Cechner 
OPT Teer Te George Eldredge 
Seeeey COMOVEL: .ccccecess Witliam Tennen 
Liovd Killgallen.,...... Frank Wilcox 
err errr era Tre Rusty Wescoatt 
DN 0 secs heneaeane Georre Robotham 
_ i. . Se .-+»- Dorothy Vaughen 
sree ee rere eer Se William Fawveett 


For supporting bookings “Chain 
Gang” is an okay melodrama. It 
doesn't contain many surprises, 
storywise, but manages enough ac- 
tion and pace for its lowercase 
market. 

Brutality to prisoners and the use 
of cheap chain gang labor by a 
political ring set up the plot. Ex- 
pose of the dirty work is under- 
aken by Douglas Kennedy, re- 
porter, who becomes a chain gang 
guard to bring to the public a news 
and photo account of prisoner mis- 
use. Just as he’s ready to wind up 
the assignment his identity is dis- 
covered, but he manages to escape 
brutal guards and bloodhounds and 
bring his story to print. 

Kennedy is satisfactory as the 
reporter, as is Marjorie Lord, his 
financee and stepdaughter of the 


principal heavy, Thurston Hall. 
Among _latter’s _henehman are 
Emory Parnell, William ‘Tannen 


and Frank Wilcox. William Phil- 
lips is good as a convict, and Harry 
Cheshire shows up nicely as a cru- 
sading editor. 

Lew Landers’ direction of the 
Howard J. Green screenplay prop- 
eriy values it for release inten- 
tions. as does the production sup- 
ervision by Sam Katzman. Lens- 
ing, editing and other technical 





phases are standard. Brog. 
| Holiday Rhythm 
(MUSICAL) 
Hollywood, Sept. 29. 
Lippert Pictures release of Jack Lee- 
wood production. Siars Mary Beth 
Huvhes, David Street, Wally Vernon; 


features Ike Carpenter orch, Tex Ritter, 
Chuy Reyes orch, Nappy Lemare Dixie- 
land Band, George Arnold, ‘Com Noonan, 
Peier Marshall, Directed by Jack Scholl. 
Original screenplay, Lee Wainer; camera, 
Benjamin Kline; editor, Leu Uesse; 
music, Bert Shefter; songs, Lee Wainer, 
Chuy Reyes, Edward Baxter, i‘arty Bald- 
wit. Jack Scholl, M. K. Jerome, Paul Pers 
rick, Bert Shefter, Bernado Fazioli, Gus- 
taf Unrer, Buddy Worth, Ernie Taveres, 


Previewed Sept. 29, ’50. Running time, 
40 MINS, 

Sea ® . Mary Beth Hughes 
a See ary ry eee David Strect 
PIAXOM. «50555 $006000055 Wally Vernon 
Ecrl E. Byrd soeseeees- Donald McBride 
Mr. Superdyne@......0..0> Alan Harr's 


Also: Ike Carpenter Orch, Glenn Turn- 
bull, Nappy Lamare Dixieland bind, Vera 
Lee and Tom Ladd, Unger and Martell 
fwins, George Arnold “Rhythm On Ice’ 
Show. Tom Noonan and Peier Mersha'l, 
sil Burns and Birds, Cass County Bors, 
Gloria Grey, Tex Ritter, Four Moroceans. 
Moana, Freddie Letuli, Regina Day. Bebby 
Chang, Sid Melton, Lynn Davis. Richard 
Farmer and Jack Reitzen, Chuy Reyes 
orch, 

Fifteen songs and 18 specialties 
have been erammed into 60 minutes 
ot footage, making “Holiday 
Rhythny” virtually a variety show 
on films. It is an okay proerammer. 
An added feature of the musical is 


| fact there is another 10 minutes of 


footage to be used in the single-bill 
situations. 

Story idea is the production of a 
television variety show by David 
Sirveet. His initial showcasing is 
nixed by a sponsor, so Street 
dreams up a tour of the word, 
using various types of enteriain- 
ment to be found in each country. 


(Continued on page 22) 
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Ath Offers Blanket Deal on Year's 
Product; Allied Cold to Bidding 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 3. 
Twentieth-Fox sales veepee Andy 
W. Smith, Jr., in the first move by 
his company towards group pic- 
ture selling in several years, of- 
fered exhibitors in smaller situ- 


% 





Tunberg Heads SWG 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 
Karl Tunberg will succeed Val- 
,entine Davies as president of the 





“U Milks Ballyhoo 


Following through on its promo- 
tion tieup with the American Dairy 
Assn. and the National Dairy Coun- 
cil, Universal will hold a screening 
of “The Milkman” at the dairy- 


Oct. 17. 

Jimmy Durante, Donald O’Con- 
nor and Joyce Holden, who appear 
in the film, will personal in con- 
nection with the showing. 





men’s convention in Atlantic City, | 


Eagle Lion Classics Asks $15,000,000 
~ From RKO, Loew's in Anti-Trust Suit 


+ ef ag bitterness con- 

7 cerning the booking situation in 
| SPG Wins NLRB OK the N, Y. metropolitan area reached 
Hollywood, Oct. 3. a new and spectacular high yester- 
National Labor Relations Board day (3) when Eagle Lion Classics 











okayed the Screen Publicists Guild belted the RKO and Loew’s cir- ° 


ations a blanket deal covering an Screen Writers Guild without op- 
entire season’s product in a speech | position unless another candidate 


as bargaining agent for flacks em- 


_cuits with a $15,000,000 anti-trust 





at the National Allied meet here 
today (Tues.). Smith emphasized 
that the theatres eligible for the 
plan are those in small towns and 
in areas far removed from ex- 


eiange centers which “have a lim-| 


ited ability to gross,” adding that 
the system is designed to facilitate 
booking by such exhibs. 

Distrib chiefs of the other major 
companies are scheduled _ to 
speak tomorrow, including RKO’s 
Robert A. Mochrie, Warners’ Ben- 
jamin Kalmenson and Paramount's 
A. W. Schwalberg. Whether they, 
too, will announce some sort of 
package selling idea has not been 
divulged. 

Smith, noting that exhibs in the 


situations he referred to had little | 


opportunity to visit the exchange 
centers to book their product, de- 


‘is nominated by petition. Official 
‘nominations were mailed to mem- 
| bers for the election slated for 
Nov. 15. 

Other nominees are True Board- 
man, Dale Eunson, Edmund lL. 
Hartman and Leonard Spigelgass, 


for veepee; Lee Loeb and George | 


Oppenheimer, for secretary, and 
Valentine Davies, for treasurer, 


Rodgers Invites 
Allied to Offer 





Bid Alternative 


c'ared 20th in the past has sent) 


salesmen into those areas as often | 


as possible. “This has been a 
costly operation,” he said, “and I 
am sure it has had its disadvan- 
tages for the theatre owner as well 


as for us.” As a result, he said, 
20th is now prepared to serve such 
theatres with a contract covering 
all releases from Sept. -1, 1950, 


through Aug. 31, 1951. 

Under the deal, 20th will use its 
standard contract but with three 
riders—one stating the number of 
features licensed, one stating the 
right to cancel and the third stat- 
ing that the conditioning of selling 
one picture on the selling of an- 
other is forbidden. Use of this 
contract is to be optional with the 


(Continued on page 20) 


UA Attorney in Chicago 
Argues for Validity Of 
Towne Theatre Pact 


Chicago, Oct. 3. 

David Levinson, United Artists 
attorney, argued before Judge 
William J. Campbell in Chi fed- 
eral district court last week that 
UA’s contract with the indie 
Towne theatre is valid, refuting 
Towne’s contention that it be dis- 
solved under provisions of Sher- 
man Anti-trust laws. Holding that 
the 200 shares, i.e. one-third of 
the Towne Corp. sold to UA in 
1948 be delivered, Levinson as- 
serted that a contract is a contract, 
denying that the long arm of the 
Sherman provisos can in this case 





be stretched to include the alleged | 


illegalities which may have 
prompted the contract. ; 

Basis for last week’s hearing is 
the pact between UA and Towne 
in which the Milwaukee indie sold 
one-third interest to the distrib in 
return for first-run product. UA 
had purchased the stock for $10,- 
000 two years ago, but the con- | 
tract has since been held in es- | 


crow. Through an_ interpleader | 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 3. 

Metro sales veepee William F. 
Rodgers invited members of Na- 
tional Allied here today (Tues.) to 
_ Submit any ideas or suggestions 
| they might have to replace com- 
petitive bidding. Metro, he said, 
| has not invited bidding but fol- 
| lows it “only because we know no 
| other way.” 
| Ina general roundup of distribu- 
| tor-exhibitor problems and rela- 
| tionships, the M-G sales topper 
said his company will continue to 
| consider drive-in theatres the same 
| as conventional theatres. He noted 
| the anti-trust decree does not refer 
| to drive-ins, adding M-G would fol- 
‘low its present policy until some 
clarification is made. 

He also took some Allied region- 
al groups to task for publishing 
what he claimed were “inflam- 


tins. These statements, he said, 
“are not to my liking” and he 
| urged the exhibs to use personal 
, contact, instead of bulletins, to air 
| their grievances against the dis- 
|tribs. “The policy of our organiza- 
tion,” he said, “continues to be one 
of fair dealing. We are not a bar- 
gaining house, never have been 
and have no plans in this direc- 
tion.” 

Noting that over-bidding exists 
in some situations, Rodgers de- 
clared that “it seems competing 
interests often don’t favor a solu- 
tion and have repeatedly refused 
our overtures to make our product 
available in some equitable man- 
ner.” Asking the exhibs to sug- 
gest a solution in such cases, he 
said: “We may find it necessary 
hereafter to refuse to, consider 


(Continued on page 16) 


DURWOOD WINS SUIT 











Kansas City, Oct. 3. 
Family controversy of the Dur- 


matory” statements in their bulle- | 


VS. BROS. IN KAYCEE 


Family Stories For 
Wallis-Hazen In 





Convinced that violence as a 
major picture’ ingredient has 
passed its b.o. peak, Hal Wallis 
and Joseph Hazen have reversed 
direction on new product they’ve 
lined up for their indie unit at 
Paramount. Future steries will go 
heavy on family type material and 
intimate human problems. 

With audiences apparently lean- 
ing toward the rough-tough stuff 
in the past three years, Wallis and 
Hazen have literally cleaned up by 
concentrating their sights along 
that line. Product has. included 
“So Evil My Love,” “Sorry, Wrong 
| Number,” “The Accused,” “Rope 
of Sand,” “Thelma Jordon,” “The 
| Furies” and other pix that have 
accented violent action. 
| Studying grosses during the past 
| six months, Wallis and Hazen have 
| come to conclusion that that cycle 
| is on the wane. They feel that the 
| intimate problem and family pic is 
| grabbing off top honors at the b.o. 
|currently and have plotted their 
| course accordingly. 
| On their slate is “Come Back, 
| Little Sheba,” from last season’s 
| Broadway stage hit about a couple 
| attempting to keep together their 
| maladjusted marriage; “Son and 
| Stranger” and “Sound of Years,” 
| both novels of the human problem 
| type, and ‘‘December Bride,” a 
family story by Parke Levy. Bride 
| was originally a short story about 
| a widowed mother with a succes- 
| sion of suitors. After turning it 





| into a screenplay, Levy is expand- | 


| ing it into a book. 

Even pix in Wallis-Hazen’s Déan 
Martin-Jerry Lewis series will aim 
more for an intimate, human kind 
of comedy than the “My Friend 
Irma”’ slapstick in which the team 
has appeared in the past. Pic this 
year will either be “The Stooge,” 
based on Sid Silvers-Phil Baker’s 
“Man in the Box,” or “That’s My 
Boy,” a Cy Howard original. 


SNEAK PREVIEWS OF 
AD ‘FURY’ CAMPAIGN 


Sneak previews of ad campaigns 
make for the newest approach in 
film promotion. At hand with the 
idea is Irving Rubine, publicity- 
‘advertising vicepresident of Rob- 
‘ert Stillman Productions, who said 
; his plan further entails the use of 
“modern design” in layouts. 





of Stillman’s first independent 
production, “Sound of Fury,” 
Rubine said he intends to accom- 
pany the initial bookings of the 
film in about six cities with two 
different ad designs. In a few of 


ployed by the .Society of Inde- suit in U. S. district court. The 


Violence-Pix Switch 


Busy in N. Y. prepping openings 


pendent Motion Picture Producers 
and Independent Motion Picture 
Producers Assn 

Next step by the Guild will be 
to file an application for union 
shop with al’ the producer, mem- 
bers of the twe groups. 


See MacMillen 
~ Wooing Public In 
$15,000,000 Sunt 


Eagle Lion Classics’ $15,000,000 
damage action instituted against 
ithe Loew’s 
cuits in the metropolitan N. Y. area 
and eight distributors might lead 








to a public airing of the intra-indus- | 


itry squabble: «Indications pointing 
in this direction include the fact 


that ELC president William C. Mac- | 
Millen has shown strong interest in | 
winning public sentiment in legal | 


|contests which involved him in the 
| past. 

A lawver, MacMillen had a key 
role in the anti-trust suit brought 
against the country’s major rail- 
road interests by the State of Geor- 
gia, and other actions involving the 
Pullman car companies. At the time 
| he was general assistant to Robert 
R. Young. head of Chesapeake and 
‘Ohio R. R. and controlling stock- 
holder of Pathe Industries which 
owns ELC. 

While the cases were in various 
| stages of litigation C. & O. spon- 


sored numerous full and half-page | 
|insertions in major U. S. newspa- | 


pers attacking the other railroads. 


Among these was the advice to the | 
| public that hogs were transported | 
| across the continent with no chang- | 
|ing of trains but the human pas- | 


senger had to undergo this incon- 
'venience at least once in Chicago. 

Curiously, in the Georgia suit, 
C. & O. was a defendant in name 
j but worked with the state in its 
| prosecution of the case. Chief ex- 
‘ecutive of Georgia at the time was 
_Ellis G, Arnall, now president of 
ithe Society of Independent Motion 
‘Picture Producers. 





CARTOONISTS ASK 
BIGGER PAY BOOST 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. _ 
Screen Cartoonists Guild turned 
'down an offer from the Cartoon 
Producers Assn. calling for a $2 
raise for all cartoonists making 
$60 a week or less. Guild de- 
/mands further raises to meet the 





and RKO cir- | 


charge is that the two chains con- 

spired between themselves and 
|with the major distributors on 
division of product, preferential 
run and clearance with the result 
the ELC films were denied access 
to the important neighborhood 
prior-run theatres. 

This condition, ELC complained, 
is directly responsible for putting 
its predecessor, Eagle Lion, out of 
business and unless remedied the 
same fate faces the plaintiff. The 
alleged monopolization by Loew’s 
and RKO means loss of a market 
| which is capable of producing 14% 
|or more of national gross b. o. re- 
'ceipts, often marking the differ- 
| ence between profit and loss for 
| the distributor, it was said. 
| Also named defendants were the 
RKO and Loéw’s distributing com- 
panies, Paramount, Warner. Bros., 
20th-Fox, Columbia Pictures, Big 
|U Film Exchange (Universal) and 
United Artists. In the case of the 
| distributors, heavy injunctive re- 
| lief is asked instead of monetary 
damages. 

ELC wants a court order re- 
straining the grant of any exclu- 
sive run by any distributor defend- 
'ant to any RKO or Loew’s neigh- 
borhood prior-run theatre in the 
/area until independent competing 
| houses are sufficient in number 
| and quality to afford a competitive 
| market for ELC films. Also sought 
is a ban on simultaneous bookings 
of an RKO picture in two or more 
RKO theatres in the area and the 
'same restraint on Loew’s with 
| Metro pix. ELC further demands 
|an injunction restraining any new 
theatre acquisitions or sales which 
' would eliminate competing outlets 
for the distrib’s pictures. 
‘Violating’ High Court Edicts 
Seriousness of the complaint is 
|further demonstrated by the 
charge that the defendants ha 
been acting in violation of edicts 
of the U. S. Supreme Court in the 
industry anti-trust suit. ELC presi- 
| dent William C. MacMillan said in 
| a press statement that “one would 
| have expected that in the face of 


(Continued on page 22) 


| Cheaper, Faster Tinters 
With Technicolor’s New 
Lighting Development 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 

New development in technicolor 
photography will speed up produc- 
tion. and. reduce the cost of film- 
making, according to Dr. Herbert 
T. Kalmus, president and general 
| manager of that company. Under 
| the new system the heavy batteries 
of arclamps will be supplanted by 
unfiltered incandescent lights, en- 
abling producers to make pictures 








the towns one campaign of the| 


wood-Dubinsky clan was settled inl more or less conventional pattern. 


circuit court here Friday (29) when 





will be used. This, he said, will | 


action, escrowee, Lazarus Krinsley, | Judge Joe W. McQueen issued 2} make no claims but will “antici-| 


withdrew, throwing disposition of | 
the stock to the courts. Court per- 
mission to hold the stock would 
Zive UA one-third of a recently 
awarded judgment of over $1,250,- 
000 to Towne, received through an 
anti-trust case against the majors. 
UA had not been named as a de- 
fendant in the prior action. 

fom O’Connell, Towne attorney, 
reaffirmed Towne’s position as be- 
ing caught in the middle of a 
‘double-dealing action” by the dis- 
trib, in which UA had sought to 
perform as both distributor and 
exhibitor. Citing the U. S. vs. 
Paramount precedent decision by 


the U.S. Supreme Court, McConnell 


charged that acquisitions attained 
through fruits of monopolistic 
practices should be dissolved. 
Towne’s inability to function with- 
out UA supplying product further 
constitutes duress and coercion, 
McConnell charged, since the con- 
tract had been achieved on the 
Simple promise to permit the indie 
theatre to function. 

Judge Campbell is expected to 


ru.e on final disposition of stock | 
within three weeks. Towne, mean- | 


while, has offered to return UA’s 
$10,000 in return for the shares. 





Bob Wagner’s player pact re- 
hewed by 20th-Fox. 


writ of injunction in favor of Ed- | 
ward D. Durwood, head of the cir- | 
cuit which operates theatres and 
drive-ins in St. Joseph and Jeffer- 
son City, Mo., and Leavenworth, 
.Kans. 

The order restrains Irwin Dubin- 
sky, St. Joe, and H. W. Dubinsky, 





‘in St. Joe. The two are brothers 
of Durwood and had entered into 
ia contract in 1946 not to engage 
'in theatrical business in any of the 
leireuit towns, including Kansas 
| City. Judge McQueen held that 
| activities of the two brothers in 
/operating from St. Joe theatres in 
Lincoln, Neb., Fort Madison, Ia., 
| Rockford and Wood River, Ill., Mo- 
\berly and Cape Girardeau, Mo., vio- 
/lated the agreement. By the con- 
itract Durwood was declared sole 
owner Of the circuit, estimated at 
$2,000,000; the settlement involved 
jabout $300,000. 


pate the impact the film will have 
on its audience.” The second, | 
Rubine reports, comes under the | 
“modern design” heading. Also) 
devoid of cl ims, this will contain | 


increased cost of living. ‘ | in Technicolor with no more light- 
Cartoon producers include Dis- | ing than is necessary for black and 
ney,” Metro, Warners’ Geérge Pal | white filming. - . i 
and Walter Lantz. | Innovation has been undergoing 
| experimentation for a long time at 
a cost of $500,000, .nd is described 


Wyman Borrowed by Kalmus as the greatest advance 
in Technicolor since the company 


By Par for Crosby | switched from two colors to three. 


‘ 
| 


Paramount borrowed Jane Wy- | It will require drastic changes in 





Rockford, Yl., from doing business | cial feature of the layout will be | Capra will produce and direct. 


a minimum of copy and artwork, man from Warners for the femme | the present equipment and will wot 
no montages and a maximum of Jead opposite Bing Crosby in,“Here be ready for general use for an- 
white space. Rubine said a spe-| Comes the Groom,” which Frank | other four or six months. Mean- 
tt wi while, the company’s technicians 
that it lends itself to adjustments Actress has not played on the! are working on : new Technicolor 
by exhibitors who want to inject Paramount lot since she made, tube for use in television when 
local slants without throwing the | «Lost Weekend” with Ray Milland| that medium of entertainment 
design out of balance. — in 1944. Her most récent job was | shifts to color. 

| Rubine said the “previewing” of “Three Guys Named Mike,” on. 


|the two different formats will jganout to Metro. ‘Cal. Ozoner Files 


| mean an extra initial expenditure | 
Rita Ready for Pix ° 375G Anti-Trust Suit 


of about $3,000. However, he feels | 
the idea should assure which is the 
“right” approach before any full 
campaign is underway. Producers) Hollywood, Oct. 3. Los Angeles, Oct. 3. 
(Continued on page 16) | Rita Hayworth, away from Hol-| Sero Amus. Co. filed suit in U.S. 
lywood for 18 months, is ready for; district court for $375,000 against 
another picture whenever Colum- | Loew’s, Inc., and Pacific Drive-In 
bia has a suitable story ready. This- Theatres, charging violation of the 




















Rep Guns 5 


|time she will be under the guid- 





The ruling also gave exclusive, . Hollywood, Oct. 3. | ance of the William Morris agency. 
use of the name Dubinsky Bros, to Republic started “The Pride of | after a year with Music Corp. of 
| Durwood, another point on which | Maryland” yesterday (Mon.) as America. Her last film was “Loves 
the original petition sought a set-| the first of five. pictures to get of Carmen,” made under her own 
tlement. Another phase of the the gun during October. It’s a Beckworth Corp. banner, for Co- 
suit, a dispute relative to-the net| horse race yarn. . | lumbia release. 

income from the Durwood circuit, Others on Republic’s program 
from May 9, 1946 to June 30, 1949, | for this month are “Heart of the Bert Friedlob bought “The 
still wages. The court appointed | Rockies,” “Rough Riders of Du- Golden Goose,” written by Rob- 





| 
i 


'a special commissioner to hear this | rango,” “Honeychile” and “Winds jert Harrari, for indie film produc- 
ergument. | 


of Monterey.” tion. 


Sherman anti-trust law. 

Sere, owner of the Victory auto 
_theatre in San Fernando Valley, 
| with a capacity of 850 cars, de- 
clares it has never been able to ob- 
tain Metro product, although films 
from that studio have been avail- 
able to four Pacific drive-ins in 
the same area. Suit asks $125,000 
' damages, tripled, and an injunc- 
tion restraining Loew's from with- 
holding pictures. 
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LA Still Sluggish; ‘City’ Modest 
$71,000, ‘Secrets’ Fair 286, ‘Men’ 


256, Brush Girl’ Medium $22,000 





7% 
. 
. 


Los Angeles, Oct. 3. 

First-run theatres here are con- 
tinuing their mild pace with noth- 
ing better than just moderate. All 
new bills are suffering. ‘Three Se- 
crets” is making only fair $28,000 | 
in three theatres. “The Men” looms | 
just medium $25,000 in two. 

Light $22,000 is expected for| 
“Fuller Brush Girl” in two houses 
while “Sleeping City’ shapes 
modest $21,000 in five sites. Eight- 
day second week of “Fancy Pants” 
is down to $9,500 in L. A. Para- 
mount. Sixth and final frame of 
“Sunset Boulevard” at Hollywood 
Paramount is okay $8.000. Lionel 
Hampton band is pushing “Colo- 
rado Ranger” to nice $17,000 at Or- 
pheum. 

Estimates for This Week 


Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week $459,000 
(Based on 18 theatres.) 
Last Year $593,200 
(Based on 18 theatres) 











‘Louisa Lofty 
$13,000, L’ville 


3. 


Los Angeles, Chinese, Uptown, | Louisville, Oct. 
Loyola, Wilshire (FWC) (2.097; 2,- Biz in the first-runs is back to 
048: 1,719; 1,248; 2,296; 60-$1)— normal currently, with ending of 
*“Slue Heaven” (20th) and “Big! two-week old transit strike. Film 
Timber” (Mono) (2d wk). Slow: houses took it on the chin during 
$20,000 in 5 days. Last week, be- the bus strike, as trade fell off 
lov hopes at $39,600. over the whole metropolitan area 


Hollywood, Downtown, Wiltern 
(WB) (2,756; 1,757; 2,344: 60-$1)— 
“Three Secrets” (WB). Fair $28,- 
0(0. Last week, “Breaking Point” 
(WB) (2d wk-6 days), $15.700. 

Loew’s State, Egypiian (UA) (2,- 
404; 1,538; 60-$1)—‘‘The Men” (UA) 
and ‘Redwood Forest Trail” ‘Rep) 
(Loew's -only). Medium $25,000. 
Last week, “Life of Own” (M-G) 
and “Train Tombstone” (Lip) 
(Loew's only) (2d wk), $14.700. 

Hillstreet, Pantages (RKO) (2,- 
890; 2,812; 50-$1)—‘Fuller Brush 
Girl” (Col) and “Chain Gang” 
(Col). Light $22,000. Last week, 
*corn Be Bad” (RKO) and “Bunco 
Souad” (RKO), $23,800. 

Los Angeles Paramount (F&M) 
(3 298; 40-$1)—“‘Fancy Pants” (Par) 
and “Sunset in West” ‘Rep) (2d 
wk). Down to $9.500 in 8 days. Last 
week, $14,600. 

Hollywood Paramount (F&M) 
(1.451; 50-$1)—“Sunset Boulevard” 
(Par) (‘6th wk). Okay $8,000. Last 
week, $9,300. 

Orpheum (Metropolitan) (2,210; 
50-$1)—“‘Colorado Ranger” ‘Lip) 
(2d run) with Lionel Hampton orch 
onstage. Nice $17,000. Last week, 
“All Quiet Western Front” (Indie) 
and “Bayonet Charge” ‘Indie) ‘re- 
issues), good $17, 900 with Hawaii 
also playing combo. 

United Artists, 
Studio City, Culver ‘UA-FWC) | 
(Z, 100; 1,370; 885; 880; 1,145; 60-$1) 
-- “Sleeping City” ‘U) and “Tales 
of West” (U). Modest $21,000. Last 


25 to 50°. While grosses this 
week do not indicate anything big, 
trade is again on a healthy foot- 
ing. Biggest grosser currently is 
“Louisa” at Rialto. ‘“‘Wagonmas- 
ter” at the Strand looks okay. 
Others are moderate. 
Estimates for This Week 

Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,200; 
45-65)—"“‘Three Secrets” (WB) (2d 
! wk). Looks like good $6,000 after 
last week’s slow $4,000. 

Rialto (‘Fourth Avenue) (3.000: 
45-65)—“Louisa” (U) and “Hidden 
City” (U). Catching bulk of trade 
with topnotch product. Looks | 
sturdy $13,000. Last week, “Blue 
Heaven” (20th) and “Snow Dog” 
(Mono), nice $11,500. 

State ‘(Loew’s) (3,000; 45-65)— 
“Devil’s Doorway” ‘(M-G) and 
“Mystery Street” (M-G).  Fairish 
$11,000. Last week, “Life of Own” 
(M-G) and “Shadow on Wall” 
{M-G), light $9,000. 

Strand (FA) (1,200; 45-65)— 
“Wagonmaster” (RKO?) and “Bunco 
Squad” (RKO). Neat $6,000. Last 
week, “Iroquois Trail’ (UA) and 
“Kiss For Corliss (UA), modest 
$4,500. 


‘Legion’ Lively $11,000, 





Ritz, Vogue, 


Omaha, Oct. 


3 . 


week, “Shakedown” ‘U) ard; “Abbott and Costello in Foreign 
“Border Rangers” (Lip). $25,000. | Legion” brought out nice crow ds | 
Four Star (UA) (900; 60-$1)— at Orpheum this week despite) 


“Next Voice’ (M-G) (3d wk). Okay 
$3500. Last week, $5.000. 
Fine Arts (FWC) ‘679: 60-$1)—_, 


opening of television network: 
' shows. Biz is good enough to top, 
city. “Three Secrets” is disappoint- | 


“Macbeth” (Rep). Moderate $4.- ing at Paramount in face of swell 
500. Last week, “Broken Arrow” | reviews. “Kiss Tomorrow Good- | 
(20th) (m.o.) and “Furies” (Par), bye” looms light at the Brandeis. 


(2d run) (2d wk), Estimates for This Week 


| Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 


$1,000. 





é ’ | 65)—“A.&C. in Foreign Legion” 
Qne-Eye’-Cugat Tops Uy and rhe "Sueiee Tigstan 
(Rep). , Good $11,000. Last week, | 


“Where Sidew alk Ends” 


In Slow Balto, $15, 000 “The Avengers” (Lip), 


Baltimore, Oct. 3. | 


(20th) and | 
oke $9,800. | 





With top names taking to the) 65)—“Three Secrets” (WB). Fair 
weekend video screens and the lit | $10,000. Last week, “Tea For) 
tle World Series. Maryland- Navy | Two” (WB), $11,000. 


football and opening of racing at 
Bowie, piling on additional com- 
petition against the vital weekend | Not up to usual Cagney draw, with | 
trade, film activity here this week | jight $5,000 in prospect. Last week, | 
is decidedly off. Some activity is | “In Lonely Place” (Col) and “Out- 
reported for “Johnny One-Eye,” | Pages of Orient” (Indie), $7,000. 


Brande!» (RKO) (1,500: 16-65 
“Kiss Tomorrow Goodbye” (WB). 


Z:ven considerable aid by Xavier 
Cugat band at the combo Hippo- 
drome. “Tea for Two,” at the Stan-| of Blondie” 
ley, is holding its own fairly well. 
Estimates for This Week 
Century (Loew's-UA) (3.000; 20- 
60)—“Devil’s Doorwiy” (M-G). 


| “Pretty Baby” (WB) and “Be ware | 
(Col). Lean $4,000. | 
-| Last week, “Asphalt Jungle” (M-G) , 


and “Mystery Street” (M-G), $5,200. : 


Omaha; ‘Kiss’ Light 5G 


16- | 


Paramount (‘Tristates) (2,800: 16- 


State (Goldberg) (865; 20-75)— | 


‘Moon’ Mellow $15,000, 
Seattle; ‘Doorway’ 9G | 


Seattle, Oct. 3. 


Few new entries are doing much | 


, this round. Big exception is ‘Des- 
'tination Moon,” sock at Paramount. 
'“Devil’s Doorway” shapes fine at 
Liberty. Cooler weather 
helping much. 

Estimates for This Week 

Coliseum (Evergreen) (1,877; 59- 
84)—‘Fuller Brush Girl” (Col) and 
“Big Timber” (Mono). Good $8,000. 
Last week, “So Young” (UA) and 
'“Silk Noose” (Mono) (2d wk-5 
days), oke $4,500. 
| Fifth Avenue (Evergreen) (2,349; 
59-84)—“‘Blue Heaven” (20th) and 
“Return Jesse James” (Lip) (2d 
wk), Okay $7,000 after sweet $11,- 
700 in opener. 

Liberty (Hamrick) (1,650; 59-84) 
—‘‘Devil’s Doorway” (M-G) and 
“Inside Underworld” (Rep). Fine 
$9.000. Last week, “Foreign Le- 
vom (U) and “Crooked River’ 

Lip), good $7,700. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (850; 59-84) 
—‘Our Very Own” (RKO) (5th wk). 
Sturdy $3,500. Last week, $3,800. 


Music Hall (Hamrick) (2,200; 59- 
84)—"‘Summer Stock” (M-G) and 
“Skipper Surprises Wife’ (M-G) 
(2d wk). Swell $9,000 after im- 
mense $14,600 last stanza. 

Orpheum (Hamrick) (2,600; 59- 
84)—“‘Desert Hawk” (U) and “Shot 
Billy the Kid” (Lip). Okay $8,500. 
Last week, “Tea for Two” (WB) 
and “Sunset in West” (Rep) (2d 


wk-6 days), nice $6,500. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 50-84) 
“Lady Without Passport” ‘(M-G) 
(2d run), plus vaude. Lean $5,000. 


Last week, “Crisis” (M-G) (2d run) 
and vaude, $4.900. 

Paramount ‘Evergreen) (3.039; 
59-84)— “Destination Moon” (EL) 
and “Eve Witness” (EL). Sock 
$15,000. Last week, ‘Sunset 
Boulevard” (Par) and ‘Modern 


Marriage” (Mono) (2d wk-9 days), 
nice $8,300. 


‘Way Out’ Nice 
$36,000 in Det. 


Detroit, Oct. 3. 

With Indian Summer weather 
switching on and off and football 
cutting into weekend biz, exhibitors 
are wondering when normal biz 
will return. “No Way Out” looks 

fine at the Fox, while “Copper 
Canyon” also may find it rich at 
the Palms. “A Life of Own” is oke 
, at Madison, 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (Fox-Detroit) (5,000; 70-95) 

—‘‘No Way Out” (20th). Fine $36,- | 
000. Last week, “Fireball” (20th) | 
plus stageshow topped by Louis | 
Armstrong All-Stars and Sarah 
Vaughan, terrific $50,000, with late 
week biz pushing total above ex- 
pectations. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
| 70-95)—“Fancy Pants” (Par) (2d 
| wk). Down to $12,000. Last week, 
| good $23,000. 
| Palms (UD) (2,900; 
“Copper Canyon” (Par). 
| 000. Last week, “Union Station” 

(UA), 


| (Par) aud “If This Be Sin” 
$14,000. 

United Artists (UD) (2,000; 70- 
| 95)—"“Convicted” (Col) and “When 
Smiling” (Col) (2d wk). Slim $8,000. 
| Last week, $12,000. 

Madison (UA) (1,800; 70-95)— 
“Life of Own” (M-G). Oke $11,000. 
Last week, “So Young, So Bad” 
;({UA) and “Humphrey Takes 

| Chance” (Mono) ‘(2a wk), $6,000. 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 70-95)— 
| “Our Very Own” (RKO) (3d wk). 
' Down to $6,000. Last week, trim 
$7,000. 

Downtown (Balaban) (2.900: 
95) — “Devil’s Doorway” (M-G). 
Slow $5,000. Last week, “Summer 
Stock” (M-G), (4th wk), $4,000. 








Fairish $10,000. Last week, “Life | 
of own” (M-G), mild $8,000. 
Hippodrome ‘Rappzport) (2,240; 
20-80)—“Johnny One-Eye” (UA) 
p us Xavier Cugat orch. Okay $15,- 
000. Last week, “When Smiling” 
‘Col) and Ted Mack’s Amateurs, | 
$5,800. | 
Keith’s ‘Schanberger) (2.460; | 
2()-60)—“Sleeping City” (U). Fair | 
$8.000. Last week, “Saddle Tramp” | 


‘Cross’ Fine $9,000, 





Cincinnati, Oct. 3. 


(U), $7,300. Major houses are in the fair-to- 

Mayfair (Hicks) (980: 20-79)— | Middling groove for the second, 
“Union Station” (2d wk). Holding Straight round. “Petty Girl,” not 
miidly at $4,500 after fine opener big at the Albee. will lead the 


at $7.200. pack. “Breaking Point” is mild at 


New (Mechanic) (1,800; 20-60)— the Palace and “No Way Out” is 
“B:-ue Heaven” (2d wk). Maintain- just okay at the Capital. “Right 
ing fairish. pace ac $6,000 after okay , Cross” at the Grand looms nice. 
p-cem with $9,900. Estimates for This Week 


tanley (WB) (3,280; 25-75)—! Albee (RKO) 
Tea for Two” (WB). Leading cur- | “Petty Girl” (Col). 
rent straight-film parade with mild } ‘000. Last week, “ 
$il 000. Last week, “Sunset Bivd.” | (M-G). $11,000. 
rT ar) (2d wk). tapered off to $7.700.| Capitol ( fid-States) 
own (Rappaport) 11.500; 35-65): 75)—“No Way Out” 
= “City Lights” ‘UA) (reissue). right $8.500 or over. 
irish $6,500. Lasi week, “Petty' “Blue Heaven” (20th) 
Girl” (Col) (2d wis), $5,900, ‘good $8,000. 


(3.100; 55-75)— 
Pleasing $12,- 
Desx’s Doorway” 


(2.000; 55- 
(20th). All 
Lost week, 

(2d wk), 


eS SEES 


Cincy; Way Out 


846, ‘Point’ 106, ‘Petty’ Pert 126 


is not. 





{Six days, 


| Smiling” 


| Losers” 


so-so $8,000. 


| 45-65) —"Union 


‘NOT DIVIDED’ SOLID 


| 


70- | 


70-95)— | 
Nice $15.- | 


Hub Still Slow: ‘Life’ Lusty $31,500, 
‘Thief’ So-So 106, ‘Point’ NSG 166 


Boston, Oct. 3. 
Although most major houses are 
showing new product, biz still re- 
mains offish here. Best bet is 
“A Life of Her Own” at Orpheum 
and State which opened strong and 
is leading the town. In spite of 
heavy bally, “Outrage” shapes dis- 
appointing at the Memorial. “Once 
a Thief” at Boston and “Breaking 
Point” at Paramount and Fenway 
; are not more than average. ‘‘Three 

Secrets” at Met looms just fair. 

Estimates for This Week 


Astor (Jaycox) (1,200; 50-95)— 
“Our Very Own” (RKO) (6th wk). 
Dipped to $5,500 after fair $6,300 
for fifth week. 

Boston (RKO) (3.200; 40-85)— 
“Once a Thief” (UA) and “Border 
Treasure” (RKO). So-so $10,000. 
Last week, “Shakedown” (U) and 
“Congalaise” (ELC), same. 

Fenway (NET) (1,373; 40-85)— 
“Breaking Point’ (WB) and “Big 
Timber” (Mono). Modest $5,500. 
Last week, “Union Station” (Par) 
and “Joan of Ozarks” (Rep), 
$5,000. 

Memorial (RKO) (3,500; 40-85)— 
“Outrage” (RKO). Way below ex- 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week $2,085,000 
(Based on 28 cities, 182 the- 
atres, chiefly first runs, includ- 
ing N. Y) 
Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year.... $2,599,000 
(Based on 24 cities and 198 
theatres. ) 


‘Arrow Fancy196, 
Best Bet in K.C. 


Kansas City, Oct. 3. 
Best in town is “Broken Arrow” 
at three Fox Midwest houses, rack- 
ing up a sturdy first week and 
holding. Midland is not so hot 
with “Petty Girl.” “Three Se- 
crets” at the Missouri and “Union | ; 
Station” at Paramount look good. | pectations at $15,000. Last week, 
Weather providing very favorable | “Blue Heaven” (20th) (2d wk), 
fall atmosphere. okay $13,500. er 

Estimates for This Week Metrolopitan ‘ 


: 85)—"Three Secrets” 

Esquire (Fox Midwest) (820; 45- “yokel Boy” (Indie) (reissue). 

65)—'‘Backstreets of Paris” (Indie)| Opened fair Saturday (30), Last 

and “Tragic Hunt” (Indie). Pleas-| week, “Sunset Boulevard” (Par), 
ing $3,500. Last week, “Angel | 


okay $22,000 in 9 days. 
and the Badman” (Rep) and Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 40-85)— 
“Lady for Night” (Rep) (reissues), “Life of Own” (M-G) and “State 
$2,300. ' Penitentiary” (Col). Best in town 
(Loew’s) (3,500; 45-65) at nice $19,000. Last week, “Petty 
Girl” (Col) and “When Girl” (Col) and “When Smiling” 
(Col). Medium $13,000. | (Col), $16,000. 
Last week, “711 Ocean Drive”’| Paramount (NET) (1,700; 40-85) 
(Col) and “On the Isle of Samoa” !—“Breaking Point” (WB) and “Big 
(Col), $12,000. Timber” (Mono). Okay $10,500. 
Missouri (RKO) (2.650; 45-65)— 


‘Last week, “Union Station” (Par) 
“Three Secrets” (WB) and “Lucky422d_ “Joan of Ozarks” (Rep), 
(Mono). Smart $11,000. | 


$12,000. 
“ saan wy? State (Loew) (3,500; 40-85)— 
Underworld Story «Life of Own” (M-G) and “State 
’, Penitentiary” (Col). Neat $12,500. 

e - iii y ri ”? ‘ 1) é 
Paramount (United Par) (1.900; Hast week. Petty Girl” (Col) and 

Station” (Par). | : — 7 


Last week, “Tea| 














(4.367; 40- 
(WB) and 


Midland 
—Petty 


Last week, 
(UA) and “Guilty Bystander” 





Good $10,000. 


for Two” (WB), str 000 i . 

gdays, Se Philly Pennant Crazy, 
Tower - Uptown - Fairway (Fox-} * 

Midwest (2100: 2.043: “700: 45. Biz Okay; ‘Petty’ Smash 

65)—"Broken Arrow” (20th), (2d 

wk). Starts today ‘Tues.). Big 


$21,000, ‘Way Out’ 286 


Philadelphia, Oct. 3. 
| Feverish interest in baseball is 
| cutting into first-run trade al- 
‘though  ffirst-runs  protited by 
crowds of New Year’s Eve — 
tions drawn into midtown late 
| Sunday (1) after the Phillies cap- 
‘tured first National League EP. 


$19,000 for first week. 





$14,000, TORONTO ACE 


. P Toronto, Oct. 3. 
Vith splen id weather denting | 
business, “They Were Not Divided” | nant in 35 years. “No Way Out” 

|is the current leader. Other new- ‘getting the most money with solid 


| session at the Fox while “Petty 
comers are light but major hold- 'Girl” shapes sock at Goldman. 


overs are doing okay, notably ‘ ‘Tea | ya ” 
for Two,” sock at Shea’s. | Saddle Tramp looms fine, at 
: | Randolph. ‘Breaking Point’ is 
Estimates for This Week rated okay at the huge Mastbaum, 
Downtown, Glendale, Scarb6éro, ‘Toast of New Orleans” continues 


| State (Taylor) (1,059; 955; 698; 694; hot in second Randolph week. 


35- 57) —" ‘Shadow on Wall” (M-G) Estimates for This Week 

and “Military Academy” (Col), Aldine (WB) (1,303; 50-99) — 

Light $10,000. Last week, “Kiss “Life of Own’ (M-G) (5th wk). 

Corliss” (UA) and “Great Plane! Off to $7,500. Last week, fair 

Robbery” (UA), same. $9000. : 
Eglinton, Victoria (FP) (1,180:| Boyd (WB) (2,360; 50-99) — 

1,140; 38-67) —- “Treasure Island” |““Three Secrets” (WB) (3d wk). 


(RKO) (3d wk). 
$8,500. after 


Holding steady at Slow. $10,000. Last week, $12,500. 
last week’s good| Earle (WB) (2,700; 50-99)—‘Ar- 
$11,500. mored Car Robbery” (RKO) wiih 

Imperial (FP) (3.373; 37-59) — Illinois Jacquet orch onstage. 
“Fireball” (20th). Poor $8,500. Last | Neat $23,500. Last week, “Union 
week, “Furies” (Par), fair $12,000. | Station” (Par) (3d wk) with Sugar 

Loew’s (Loew (2,096; 38-67) — Chile Robinson, onstage (1st wk), 


“The Men” (UA) (2d wk). Fair | nice $22,000, in view of being third 
$8.000 after last week’s good week for pic. 
$11,000. | Fox (20th) (2 250; 50-99)—‘“No 


Nortown, University (FP) (959; | Way Out” (20th). Solid $28,000. 


1,556; 38-67) — “No Way Out” | Last week, “Blue Heaven” (20th) 

(20th). Okay $12,500. Last week, | (2d wk), $14, 000. 

“Black Rose” (20th) (3d wk),! Goldman (Goldman) (1,200; 50- 

$9, 000, '99)—“Petty Girl” (Col). Sock 
Odeon ¢Rank) (2,390; 48-$1.15)— | $21,000. Last week, “Sunset Bou- 

os Were Not Divided” (EL). levard” (Par) (5th wk), neat 

Sock $14,000. Last week, “Louisa” | $8,500. 

1 (U) (4th wk), $7,000. | Karlton (Goldman) (1,000; 50- 


} 


Shea’s (FP) (2, 386; 38-67)—"Tea 99)—“Devil’s Doorway” 
for Two” (WB) (2d wk).: Swell $15,- | wk). Dim $4,000. 
000 after last week's great $17,500. | $6,500. 

Uptown (Loew) (2, 743; 42-75) —| Mastbaum (WB) (4.360; 50-99)— 


(M-G) (3d 
Last week, 





Grand (RKO) (1,400; 55-75)— “Devil’s Doorwav” (M-G). Weak! “Breaking Point” (WB). Oka 
“Right Cross” (M-G). Nice $9,000. $6,500. Last week, “Sleeping City” | $24,000. Last week, ‘Suatiner 
Last week, “Pretty Baby” (WB), (U) (2d wk), $4,000. | Stock” (M-G) (4th wk), nice 
satisfactory $7,500. | $12,000 

Keith's (Mid-States) (1,542: 55-| Randolph (Goldman) (2.500; 50- 
75)—““Fireball” (20th). Slow $4,-| LEASE UTICA THEATRE | 99)\—""Toast of New Orleans” 


500. Last week, 
,(U), rousing $8,000 

Lyric (RKO) «1 500; 55-75)—"‘So | 
,Proudly We _ Hall” (Par) and: 
“Wake Island” (Par) (reissues). So- | 
so $4,500. Last week. “Story G.I. | 


Joe” (Indie) and “Tillie’s Punc-, Stal! air conditioning. 


tured Romance (Indie) (reissues), 


same. 

Palace (RKO) (2.600; 55-75)— 
“Breaking Point” (WB). Moderate 
$10,000. Last week, “Three Se- 


crets” (WB), mild $9,500. 


“Sleeping City” 
| 


i; Brown, 


|{M-G) (2d wk). Hot $19,000 after 
terrific opener at $31,000. 
Stanley (WB) (2,950; 50-99) 
“The Men” (UA) (3d wk). Off to 
$15,000. Last week, good $20,000. 


Utica, N. Y., Oct. 3. 
Lincoln theatre here has been | 
leased by Lincoln Theatre, Inc., to 
_ Herbert D. Solomon, who plans to 
refurbish the premises and _ in- 


— 


Pes (WB) (1,475; 50-99) — 
| “Se Tramp” (U). Fine $14,- 
Long-term deal was arranged - A a OR» 19 

through N, Y. theatre brokerage ' $1000" a ee eae 


firm of Berk & Krumgold. Lin- , 
coln Theatre, Inc., is headed by |‘ 
Samuel I. Orson and Dr. Henry | 


Trans-Lux (T-L) (500; 50-99) — 
‘Destination Moon” (EL) (7th wk). 
Down to $4,500. Last week, fine 
' $6,000. . 
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Chi Very Spotty; ‘Born Bad’ Good 
$14,000, Doorway Oke 11G;‘No Way’ 
Big 166, ‘City’ Fast 146, 2d Wks. 


7% 
+ 7 


Chicago, Oct. 3. 


Two holdovers, 


trom A 
' hi . week. Three new entries 
don't shape smash. — Best of the 


lot is twin bill ‘0 Be 
Bad’ and “When You're Smiling 





both documen- | 
tarv-type pix, are saving the Loop | 
‘om. an otherwise drab outlook | 


of “Born To Be) 


1 Palace, pointing to neat $14,000. | 


“Devil's Doorway” has okay $11,000 
offing at Roosevelt. United 
,rtists. neweomers, “High Lone- 
. and “I Killed Geronimo,” 

n only fair $12,000. 
Keeping pace with its big first 
“No Way Out” continues to 

‘ap lusty take from controversial 

ene, gunning for big $16,000 for 
cocond Grand session. “Sleeping 
city’ is fast $14,000 in second 
f1 ime at State-Lake. 

Other holdovers are lightweight. 
Chicago, with “Three Secrets” plus 
liona Massey heading stageshow, is 
shaping poor $25,000 in second 
week “Life of Her Own” 
Janis Paige onstage is winding up 
at slow $27,000 for second session 
at Oriental. 

Estimates for This Week 

Chicago (B&K) (3,000; 50-98)— 
“Three Secrets’ .(WB) and Ilona 
Massey heading stageshow (2d wk). 
Lean $25,000. Last week, $36,000. 

Grand (RKO? (1,200; 50-98)—*“‘No 
Way Out” (20th) (2d wk). Strong 
$16,000. Last week, $22,000. 

Oriental (Indie! ($3,400; 50-98)— 
‘rife Of Her Own” (M-G) with 
Janis Paige topping stage bill (2d 

ki. Slow $27,000. Last week, 


ws 
$338,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 50-98)— 
‘Born To Be Bad” (RKO) and 
“When You're Smiling” (Col). 
Smart $14,000. Last week, “Our 
Very Own" (RKO) and “Bunco 
Squad” (RKO) (2d wk), $13,000. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 50-98)— 
“Devil's Doorway” (M-G) and “The 
Happs Years”  (M-G). Okay 
$11,000 Last week, “Union 
Station” (Par) and “Return of 
Jesse James” (Lip), $9,000. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 50-98) 
—‘Sleeping City” (U) and “Fare- 
well To Yesterday” (20th) (2d wkx 
Neat $14,000. Last week, fancy 
$19,500. 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 50- 
98:\—""High Lonesome” (EL) and 
“] Killed Geronimo” (EL). Fair 
$12,000. Last week, “A Lady 
Without Passport’ (M-G), $9,000. 


Soll 


and | 


Estimates Are Net 

Film gross estimates as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net, i.e., 
without the 20° tax. Distribu- 
tors share on net take, when 
playing percentage, hence the 
estimated figures are net in- 
come. 

The parenthetic admission 
prices, however, as indicated, 
include the U, S. amusement 
tax. 


Sunset Socko 


$1400, Denver 


Denver, Oct. 3. 
“Sunset Boulevard,” socko at 
Denham, is making best showing 
here this session. Biggest money 
total goes to “Tea for Two,” play- 
ing in two spots. Gloomy weekend 
weather is helping trade generally, 








Indpls, Blames TY For 
Biz Dip; ‘Crown’ $8,000 


Indianapolis, Oct. 3. 
Debut of live TV with Notre! 
Dame-Norih Carolina football game | 


plus return of summer over week- | 
end combined to give biz at first-| 
run situations here a setback this! 
stanza. ““‘Desert Hawk,” at Indiana, 


is top grosser, bui not big. “Stars 
/in My Crown,” at Loew’s, is nice on 


'65)—“The Furies” 


'**Young Lovers” 


5-day run. “The Furies,” 
is tepid. 
Estimates for This Week 

Circle (Gamble-Dolie) (2,800; 44- 
(Par) and “Isle 
of Samoa” (Indie). Mild $7,500. 
Last week, “Tea for Two” (WB) and 
(EL), fine $12,700. 

(3,200; 44-635)— 


at Circle, 


Indiana ‘(G-D) 


| “Desert Hawk” (U) and “The Show- 


| week, 


Thin $9,000. 
Station” (Par) 


Last 
and 


down” (Rep). 


“Union 


| “Big Timber” (Mono), $8,500: 


| ‘Happy Years” (M-G). 


| Own” 


Loew’s (Loew’s) (2.427; 44-65)— 
“Stars in Crown” (M-G) and 
Nice $8.000 
Last week, “Life of 

and “Counterspy” 


in 5 days. 
(M-G) 


i (Col), fancy $11,000. 


with “Stella” doing fairly well in 


three houses. 
Estimates for This Week 
Aladdin (Fox) 
“Stella” (20th) and “Jiggs, Maggie 
Out West” (Mono), day-date with 
Tabor, Webber. Fair $2,500. Last 
week, “Kiss Tomorrow Goodbye” 
(WB) and “Young 
(Mono), $3,000. 
Broadway (Wolfberg) (1,500; 35- 
74)—"Summer Stock” (M-G) (4th 


$7,000. 


(1,400; 35-74)—_ 


Fair $6,000. Last week, nice. 


Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 35-74) | 


—‘Sunset Boulevard” (Par). Sock 
$14,000. Last week, 
(Par), $8,500. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 35-74)— 
“Tea for Two” (WB) and “Return 
of Jesse James” (Lip), day-date 
with Esquire. Big $17,000. Last 
week, “Kiss Tomorrow Goodbye” 
(WB) and “Daniel Boone” (Mono), 
good $13,000. 

Esquire (Fox) (742; 35-74)—‘“Tea 
for Two” (WB) and “Return of 
Jesse James” (Pip),- also Denver. 
Fancy $3,500. Last week, “Pretty 
Baby” (WB) and “County 


| (Mono), fair $2,000. 


Woods (Essaness) (1,073; 98)—!' 
“Broken Arrow” (20th) (5th wk). 
Steady $10,000. Last week, 
$15,000. 

World (Indie) (587; 80)—“Devil 


in Flesh” (Indie) (3d wk). 
36.000. Last week, $8,000. 


Torrid 





Mols. Still Spotty But — 
‘Tea’ Tasty at $15,000; 
Petty’ 106, ‘Legion’ 86 


Minneapolis, Oct. 3. 
; \ trio of formidable newcomers. 
lea For Two,” “Petty Girl” and 
“Abbott and Costello in Foreign 
Legion” is putting some life into 
ihe boxoffice here this week but 
takings still continue under par. 
fhe most favorable showing is be- 
ng made at Radio City. Holdovers 
‘re topped by “Broken Arrow.” 
Petty Girl” is only okay at Or- 
paeum. Unseasonably warm, rainy 
‘eather, and the launching of co- 
axial cable TV, plentifully publi- 


— and advertised are adverse | 
actors. | 
Estimates for This Week 
Century (Par) (1,600; 50-70) — 
Broken Arrow” (20th) (3d wk). 
Hlas made fine run. It’s second 
Week at this house after seven 
Cays at Radio City. Okay $5,000 


“iter good $6,000 in preceding 

Stanza 

_ Atadio City (Par) (4,000; 50-70)\— 

lea For Two” (WB). Well-liked 
opened nicely despite lack of 


Cast names. Good $15,000. Last 
“eck, “Summer Stock” (M-G)., 
912.500. 

_ _RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2.800; 35- 
‘)'—*Petty Girl” (Cob. Strongly 
publicized but looks only okay 
“10,000. Last week, “Destination 


Moon” (EL), $8,500. 
_ RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,800; 35-70)— 
Hell. Town” (Indie) and “Stam- 
pede” (Indie) (reissues), Trim $7,- 
v00. Last week, “Kiss Tomorrow 
Goodbye” (WB) (2d wk), $5,000. 

State (Par) (2,300; 50-70) — 
Mande in Foreign Legion” (U). 
air $8,000. Last week, “Pretty 
Baby (WB), light $6,000. 
World (Mann) (400; 


Pm. 50-85) — 
_“ziass Mountain” (EL). Sad $1,800. 
sist week, “Louisa” (U) (3d wk), 
okay $2,200, 


yw v4 


Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 35-74)— 


“Lawless” 
'75)— “Breaking Point” (WB) and 


Fair” | 


“Edge of Doom” (RKO). Fine $14,-| 


000. Last week, “Three Little 
Words” (M-G) and “Bunco Squad” 
(RKO) (3d wk), fair $9,000. 


| Two” 


Paramount (Fox) (2,200: 35-74)—_ 


“Panic in Streets’ (20th) and 
“Holiday Rhythm” (Lip). Lean $7.- 
000. Last week, “Pretty Baby” 


(WB) and “County Fair” (Mono), | 


same. 

Tabor (Fox) (1,967; 35-74)— 
“Stella” (20th) and “Jiggs, Maggie 
Out West” ‘Mono), aJso Aladdin, 
Webber. Fair $3,000. Last week, 
on reissues. 

Vogue (Pike) (600; 60-74)—“Faust 
and Devil” (Indie). Big $3,500. 
Last 
(Indie) (2d wk), fine $2,500. 

Webber (Fox) (750; © 35-74)— 


| Last week, “Beau Geste” (Par) and 


week, “Flesh and Fantasy” 


“Stella” (20th) and “Jiggs, Maggie | 


Out West’ (Mono), also Aladdin, 
Tabor. Fair $1,700. Last week, 
“Kiss Tomorrow Goodbye” (WB) 
and “Daniel Boone” (Mono), $3,000. 


‘SUNSET’ VIVID 166, 
PORT.; ‘STOCK’ $10,000 


Portland, Ore., Oct. 3. 

Biz looms good here this week 
as all first-run houses are show- 
ing strong. products. 
Boulevard” at Oriental and Para- 
mount will hit biggest total. “Sum- 
mer Stock" at United Artists is 
sock while “The Men” at Broad- 
way also is big. 

Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (1,850: 50- 
85)\—""The Men” (UA) and “Sing- 
ing Guns” (Rep). Big $10,000. 
Last week, “Cactus Creek” (U) 
and “The Avengers” (Rep), okay 
$8,300. 

Mayfair (Parker) (1.500; 50-85) 
—"“Tea for Two” (WB) and “Side 
Show” (Mono) (m.o.). Fine $5,500. 
Last week, “Blue Heaven” (20th) 
and “Young Lovers” (EL) (m.o.), 
$6,500. 

Oriental (Evergreen) (2,000; 50- 
85) — “Sunset Boulevard” (Par) 
and “Woman on Pier 13” (RKO), 
day-date with Paramount. Solid 
$5,500. Last week, “Destination 
Moon” (EL) and “Golden Gloves 
Story” (EL) $6,000. 

Orpheum (Evergreen) (1,750; 50- 
85) — “Jackie 
(Continued on page 22) 

gl et < 





Lyric (G-D) (1,600; 44-65)—*Re- 
turn of Jesse James” (Lip) and 
“Shot Billy Kid” (Lip). NSH $4,500. 


Last week, “Panic in Streets” 
(20th) and “Riders in Sky” (Col), 
$3,500. 





Petty’ Portly 
$18.00, St. Lo 


St. Louis, Oct. 3. | 
“Petty Girl,” at Loew's State, | 
helped by neat bally, is grabbing 


| 


: | the top biz here this week, closely 
Daniel Boone” | Dp S we closely 


followed by “Breaking Point” at 
Ambassador. Latter copped okays | 
from crix. Upsurge in temperature 
over the weekend, and the Veiled 
Prophet parade tomorrow night 
(Wed.) are rated unfavorable fac- |, 
tors. 
Estimates for This Week 
Ambassador (F&M) (3.000; 60- 


“Eye Witness” (EL). Nice $15,000. 
Last week, “Blue Heaven” (20th) 
and “The Avengers” (Rep), $14,000. 

Fox (F&M) (5,000; 60-70'\—*Des- 


ert Hawk” (U) and “Sierra” (U). 
Opened today (Tues.). Last week, 
“The Furies” (Par) and “Bunco 
Squad” (RKO), okay $15,000. 
Loew’s (Loew) (3,172; 59-75) —| 
“Petty Girl” (Col) and “When 


Smiling”. (Col). Trim $18,000. Last | 
week, “Life of Own” (M-G) and 
“On Isle of Samoa” (Col), $17,000. 

Missouri (F&M) (3,500; 60-75)— | 
“Blue Heaven” (20th) and “Tea for 
(WB), (m.o.’s). Fancy $14,- 
500. Last week, “Tea for Two” 
(WB) and “Black Rose” (20th) (2d | 
wk) $1000. 

Shubert (Ind) (1.500; 60-75) — 
“Bombardier” (Par) and “China 
Sky” (Par) (reissues). Only $4,500. 


“Lives Bengal Lancer” (Par) (re- 
issues), $4,000. 


Frisco Way Off; ‘Petty’ 
Okay $13,000, ‘Born Bad’ 
Same, ‘Point’ NG $12,500 


San Francisco, Oct. 3._ 
Biz has bogged down here this 
stanza, with balmy weather and 








| start of gridiron season furnishing 


too stiff competition. “Petty Girl” 
is passable at the Orpheum while 
“Born to Be Bad” looms okay at 
Golden Gate. “Devil's Doorway” 
also is not startling in the War- 
field while “Breaking Point” is 


‘lightweight at the Fox. “Return of 


“Sunset | 


| Mild $8,000. 


Robinson Story”. 


j 


Jesse James” shapes fair at United 
Artists. 
Estimates for This Week 
Golden Gate (RKO) (2,859; 60-85) 
—‘Born To Be Bad” (RKO) and 
“Rider From Tucson” (RKO). Okay | 


$13,000. Last week, “Once A 
Thief’ (UA) and “Red Desert” 
(Lip), thin $10,000. 

Fox (FWC) (4,651; 60-95) — 


“Breaking Point” (WB) and “Young 
Daniei Boone” ‘Mono’. Lean $12.,- 
500. Last week, “Blue Heaven” 
(20th) and “Lonely Heart Bandits”’ 
(Rep), $16,500. 

Warfield ‘Loew’'s) (2.656; 60-85) 
—‘Devil’s Doorway” ‘(M-G). Mild 
$15,000 or near. Last week. “Sum- 
mer Stock” (M-G: (2d wk’, $12,000. 

Paramount (Par) (2,646; 60-85'— 
“Tea For Two” (WB) and “Train 
To Tombstone” (Lip) (2d wk). Off 
to $12,500. Last week, husky $20,- 
000. 

St. Francis (Par) (1,400; 60-85)— 
“Three Secrets’ (WB) (2d wk). 
Last week, $12,000. 

Orpheum (No. Coast?) (2,472; 55- 
85'\—"Petty Girl” (Col) and “Hills 

(Continued on page 22) 
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Baseball Fever Bops N.Y.; Menagerie’ 


Classy 1366; ‘880’-Haymes Big $90,000, 
'N. 0. Sock 336; ‘City’-Pastor 476, 2d 


Return of warm weather plus in- 


terest in baseball, the Jouis- 
Charles fight and launching of 
grid season in earnest ‘will result 
spotty Broadway first-run 
picture this week. Both radio and 
TV coverage of Joe Louis’ attempt 
to win back the heavyweight title 


last Wednesday (27) cut deeply 
into deluxe theatre trade that 


night but was negligible compared 
to the beating taken by neighbor- 
hood houses. Decisive two-game 
Dodgers-Phillies’ series kept thou- 
sands tuned in last Saturday-Sun- 
day, with Sunday having the added 
handicap of having ideal Indian 
summer weather. 

The Music Hall is pacing Broad- 
way with “‘Glass Menagerie” and 
stageshow. It is winding up first 
week with a strong $136,000, good 


crix appraisal being a real help 
since admittedly a tough pic to 
sell. 


The Roxy also is coming through 


with a big session with ‘Mister 
'880" and stageshow headed by 
{Dick Haymes and new _ iceshow. 


It likely will hit $90,000 or close 


'on initial week, and holds. 


The State also is enjoying | 
prosperity with “Toast of New 


Orleans,” which is heading for a 


sock $33,000 in first stanza ending | 


tomorrow (Thurs.) night. The 
combo of “Born to Be Bad” and 
Phil Spitalny all-girl band onstage 
is very disappointing with 
about $37,000 at the Capitol. 

“Between Midnight and Dawn” 
is not getting far at the Criterion 


only | “Pretty Baby” 


$4,000 for fourth. Continues but 
not much longer. 

Radio City Music Hall (Rocke- 
fellers) (5,945; 80-$2.40)' — “Glass 
Menagerie” (WB) and stageshow. 
Shaping to reach strong $136,000. 
Holds. natch! Last week, “Sunset 
Boulevard” (Par) with stageshow 
(7th wk), big $116,000 and over 
hopes, making $1,025,000 for seven 
weeks, sixth highest gross ever at 
the Hall. 

Rialto (Mage) (594; 44-93)\—“‘The 
Cheat” (Indie). Getting mild $5,500 
or less. Last week, “Jungle Book’’ 
(Indie) and “Thief of Bagdad” (In- 
die) (reissues) (2d wk), $5,800. 

Rivoli (UAT-Par) (2,092; 90-$1.25) 
—‘No Way Out” (20th) (8th wk’. 
Seventh session ended last night 
(Tues.) continued nicely at $12,000 
or less after $16,000 in sixth week. 
Stays on. 

Roxy (20th) (5.886; 80-$1.75'— 
“Mister 880" (20th) plus’ Dick 
Haymes heading stageshow. Soar- 
ing to big $90.000 or near. Holds. 
Last week, “Blue Heaven” (20th) 
with Mindy Carson, Betty and Jane 
Kean, iceshow (2d wk), fast $64,000. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 55-$1.50) 
—‘Toast of New Orleans” (M-G). 
Pushing up to socko $33,000 and 
looks in for a run. Last week, 
“Three Little Words” (M-G) (8th 
wk), only okay $14,500 in final 9 
days but did excellently on run. 

Strand (WB) (2,776; 55-$2)— 
(WB) with Three 


| Stooges, The Weavers, The Maxel- 


with lightweight $13,000 or under | 


on first frame. Second week of 
“Sleeping City’ with Tony Pastor 
Five De Marco Sisters, 
Myron Cohen topping stage-show 


| shapes good $47,000 at the Para- 


mount, week being cut to less than 


642 days since only the early mat- | 


inee (one stage show) was given 
yesterday (Tues.).. Par flagship 
was being readied for Sister Kenny 
benefit special showing last night 
of “Union Station’ which opens 
its regular run there today (Wed.). 
“The Cheat,” French import, is 
getting a minor $5,500 this week 
at the Rialto. Nearly all 
and longruns are down 
sharply this season, with a flock 
of new pictures due in shortly. 
Estimates for This Week 


| $1.50) 


los, Harvest Moon Ball winners 
onstage (2d-final wk). Down to 
lean $22,000 or less after mild 
$36,000 opening week. “Breaking 
Point” (WB) with Lisa Kirk, Bor- 
rah Minevitch Harmonica Rascals, 
Georgie Tapps topping stageshow 
opens Friday (6), 

Sutton (R & B) (561; 90-$1.50'\— 
“Winslow Boy” (EL) (18th wk). Off 
to $4,000 this. week after okay $5,- 
009 last session. “Trio” (Par) opens 
Oct. 10. : 

Trans-Lux 60th st. (T-L) (453; 74- 
— “Kind Hearts, Coronets” 
(EL) (16th wk). Still sturdy at $6,- 


| 500 after $7,700 last week. Stays 


hold- | 


Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 60-$1.50) . 


—‘‘Edge of Doom” (RKO) (9th wk). 
Looks to sag below $5,000 this 
round after lean $6,000 last week. 
Bijou (‘City Inv.) (589;  $1.20- 
$2.40) — “Red Shoes” (EL) (102d 
wki. Holding well with $5,500 after 


on. 

Victoria (City Inv.’ (1,060: 95- 
$1.50)—“State Secret” (Col). Opens 
today (Wed.) In ahead, “Our Very 
Own” (RKO) (10th wk), finished 
highly successful longrun with $5,- 


000 after okay $6,200 last week. 


Notre Dame-NC Game 


$6,200 last week. Stays until No- | 


vember, according to 


present 
plans. 


000 probable. Last week, 


Capitol (Loew’s) (4,820; 55-$1.50) | 
'—‘ “Born to Be Bad” (RKO) plus. 
| Phil Spitalny all-girl orch onstage. | 
| Disappointing with less than $37,-— 
“Sum- : 


mer Stock” (M-G) with Rosita Ser- | 


rano, Noro Morales orch, Phil Fos- 


iter, Hal Le Roy onstage (4th wk), 
| $33,000 but below hopes. 


Criterion (Moss)+(1,700; 50-$1.75) 
—‘Between Midnight and Dawn” 
(Col). Not getting far with light- 
weight $13,000 probable. In ahead, 
“Gilda” (Col) and “Platinum 
Blonde” (Col) (reissues) (3d wk-4 
days), $6,000 after big $18,000 for 
second week. 

Globe (Brandt) (1,500; 50-$1.20) 
—*Good Time: Girl” (EL) (2d- 
final wk). Sagging to $5,500 after 
mild $10,000 opening. session. 
“Surrender” (Rep) opens Satur- 
day (7). 

Mayfair (Brandt) (1,736; 50-$1.20) 
—Treasure Island” (RKO) (8th 
wk). Seventh stanza ended Mon- 
day (2) night was okay $10,000 
after sturdy $14,000 in sixth week. 
Continues with “Louisa” (U) com- 
ing in Oct. 24. 

Palace (RKO) (1,700; 55-$1.20)— 
“Hunchback of Notre Dame” (RKO) 
freissue) with vaude. Not buying 


+ this combo, with thin $15,500 like- 


ly. Last -week, “Cactus Creek” (U) 
and vaude, picked up with re- 
mainder of newcomers to hit hefty 
$25.000, way over hopes. 

Paramount (Par) (3,664; 55-$1.50) 
—Union Station” (Par) with Duke 
Ellington oreh, Sarah Vaughan 
topping stageshow. Opens today 
(Wed.', following Sister Kenny 
upped scale benefit preview show 
last night. Last week, “Sleeping 
City” (U) plus Tony Pastor orch, 
5 De Marco Sisters, Myron Cohen 
heading stage bill (2d wk), good 
$47,000 in 6!2 days since only 
early matinee with one stageshow 
given yesterday. First week was 
solid $76,000. 

Park Avenue (U) (583; 90-$1.50) 
—‘‘Madeleine” ‘(U) (5th wk’. Down 
to $3,500 this round atter oke 


iby 32 “a DD 





On TV Ups ‘Jima’ Fat 
$8,000, Prov.; ‘Moon’ 10G 


Providence, Oct. 3. 
Majestic’s “Three Secrets” is 
playing to hefty biz despite very 
hot weekend weather which had 
most patrons dreaming of beaches. 
Loew’s State “Lady Without Pass- 


|port” plus Jerry Colonna, Three 


Suns and Andy Russell onstage, 
also is hefty. RKO Albee still is 
good with “Our Very Own” in 
second week. 

Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (2,200; 44-65) — 
“Our Very Own” (RKO) (2d wk). 
Still neat $11,500. First week was 
happy $17,000. 

Fay’s (Fay) (1,400; 44-65) — 
“Sands Iwo Jima” (Rep) and vaude 
onstage. Take also hypoed by in- 
tro of screen video of Notre 
Dame-North Carolina football 
game on Saturday (30). With 
usual scale, the house was jammed. 
Neat $8,000. Last week, “Savage 
Horde” (Rep) and vaude. good 
$6,800. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 44-65) — 
“Three Secrets” (WB) and “Shake- 


down” (U). Strong $14,000. Last 
week, “Blue Heaven” (20th) and 
“Prisoners Petticoats’ ‘Rep), 
$15,000. 


Metropolitan (Snider) (3.190; 44- 
65)—“‘Destination Moon” (EL) and 
“Leathernecks. Landed” (Rep). 
Will finish up with nice $10,000 
or near. Last week, “Pretty Baby” 
‘WB) and “Destination Murder” 
(Rep), so-so $7,000. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 44-65) — 
“Lady Without Passport” (M-G) 
and Jerry Colonna, Andy Russell 
and Three Suns onstage. Sturdy 
$21,000. Last week, “The Men 
(UA) and “Adam and Evalyn” ‘U?, 
ood $15,000. 
: Strand (Silverman) (2.200: 44- 
65\—“Union Station” (Par) and 
“Raiders Tomahawk Creek” ‘Col). 
Opened Monday (2). Last week, 
“Petty Girl” (Col) and “Chain 
Gang” (Col) (2d wk), slow $5,000. 
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Don't forget 
ANDY SMITH WEEK 


Wednesday, October 4, 1950 
October 15-21 
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CONTINUES! 
IN THE PHILIPPINES (technicolor 


QUALITY-PICTURES- | a= 
A-MONTH PARADE \ 
FOR HEAVEN'S SAKE (that BELVEDERE Man's Best!) 
CARIBOO TRAIL (Cinecolor) 





MY BLUE HEAVEN (Technicolor) 

THE JACKPOT (Jimmie Stewart hits in this one!) 
PANIC IN THE STREETS 

FAREWELL TO YESTERDAY 

MISTER 880 


THE BLACK ROSE (Technicolor) 
NO WAY OUT 


BROKEN ARROW (Technicolor) 
PLL GET BY (Technicolor) 

ALL ABOUT EVE 

TWO FLAGS WEST 





THE FIREBALL 
CENTURY-FOX 


12 





AMERICAN GUERRILLA 
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8 St. Martin’s Place, Trafaljs: Square 


VARIETY 


INTERNATIONAL 13 





German Producers, Aided by Ex-Nazis, | 


Try to Sneak Through Import Curb 


4 





Frankfurt, Sept. 26. 

German film producers, backed 
and inspired by former Nazis, have 
declared open war against the 
American picture industry with an 
ultimate aim of running them out 
of the country. However, the U. S. 
High Commission has made it clear 
that such plans will never be con- 
sumated. 

The German offensive is along 
‘9 lines. Firstl,, via a vicious 
ress campaign that is so over- 
nationalistic and so antagonistic 
that it resembles the Goebbels and 
Streicher methods. It has been 
under way about four weeks. 

Secondly, it resulted in a plan 
to put a motion before the federal 
parliament for immediate 
duction of curtailment of foreign 
film imports. For all practical 
purposes this was aimed almost 
exclusively at U. S. pix. That was 
when High Commission decided to 


call a halt to the whole program. | 


intro- | 


> 


' London Film Net Loss 


For *48-49 Over $357,000 

‘ London, Sept. 26. 
| A loss of more than $357,000 is 
shown by London Film Produc- 

tions for the year ended Aug. 31, 
| 1949. 
company showed a net profit of 
$564,000, 

Debit balance as of Aug. 31 last 
year amounted to $1.542.800, an 
advance of $168,000 since the 
1947-48 period. 

Dividents on the 6° cumulative 
preference shares have been in 
arrears since 1934. Unpaid divi- 
dends amounted to $764,400. Bank 


overdraft has been cut by $420,000 | 
over | 
to an - associated | 
lowered from | 


and now 
$305,000. Debt 
company has been 
$1,400,000 to $1,092,000. 


stands at just 





The publicity was aimed at the | 


Motion 
(MPAA) in general and its repre- 
sentative, Mare Spiegel, in particu- 


Picture Assn. of America | 


Cinecolor Plant 


lar. Spiegel is to be credited with | 


these attacks, 
position of not 


fighting off 
endangered the 
only eight 
but also the indies. 
See the Hand of UFA 
Spiegel says former Nazi 
men and industrialites who, under 
the Nazis led the huge UFA mo- 
nopoly, are behind the campaign. 
UFA is to be auctioned now by 
the Allies. 
Kuntze-Just, 
runs the new 
company, Neue Deutsche Wochen- 


an ex-Nazi, now 


schau, which aims to monopolize | 


the newsreel market. 
by the same ex-UFA people. 
Spiegel said that despite the les- 
son the producers have learned 
during Nazi times, the 
their attacks is towards installing 
state controls, monopolies, import 
curbs and contingents. 
In the 
Altred Hugenberg, the man 
(Continued on page 15) 


who 





Argentina, Mexican Pix 


Top Buenos Aires B.0.; 
Comedy Runs 7 Weeks 


Buenos Aires, Sept. 26. 
Top grossing film here con- 
tinues to be AAA’s comedy, “Es- 
posa Ultimo Modelo,” now in its 
seventh week at the Gran Rex. In 
the first four weeks pic grossed 
$51,700. Inter-Americana’s Mexi- 


can-made “El Embajador,” passed, 


the three-month mark at the Am- 
bassador, having grossed around 
$42,300 in the first five weeks. 
“Fabiola,” French-made, distribut- 
ed by Ital-Sud, has been held over 
at the Ocean theatre for six weeks, 
having raked in $41,300 
three weeks. 

“La Balandra Isavel Llego Esta 
Tarde” (Bolivar Films-Villareal), 
Which ran four weeks at the Opera, 
Was a relatively poor grosser, hav- 
ing taken in $30,200 during that 
period. “Captura Recomendada” 
‘ Villareal) 
has been held over for a seventh 


week, Pie gressed $30,200 on five : 


weeks. “La Muerte esta Mintien- 
co.” at the Monumental. was held 
over for five weeks. Emeleo has 
now released the picture in second 
run at the Florida, where it con- 
tinues to do sock business. 
‘Champion’ Scores Hit 
Of the United Artists product 
recently impcrted under an indi- 
Vidual deal made with the Argen- 
‘ine government, the best grosser 
is “Champion” held a fourth week 


al the Opera This holdover consti- | 
infraction of the new. 


tuted an 


protectionist decree issued by the 
Argentine government, which stip- 
ulates better holdover terms for 
Argentine-made pix. As a penalty 
the Opera was shuttered for one 
v eekend. 

“D.O.A.” (UA) at the Metro- 
Politan has beaten the record for 
&tosses there, and was held for a 
third week, which seems the maxi- 
Mum holdover permissible for a 
loveign pic under the protectionist 
decree. 

\letro again has reissued “Gone 
Wit) Wind” at the tiny Radar this 
week, and it seems probable that 
‘is picture may duplicate its sec- 
ond-run sueeess of Jast year. when 

held for 44 weeks. “Marie An- 
toinett, " has elso been reissued by 
‘letro at the Luxor. 


which | 


majors inside MPAA, | 


film | 


German newsreel 


It is backed | 


trend of ' 


back of all this stands 


in first | 


at the small Premier, | 


In England Near 


London, Oct. 3. 

Three color processing by Cine- 
color (Great Britain), Ltd., will be 
in full swing by next March and 
‘the company expects to be in a 
position to process three color pro- 
‘duction within the year. This was 
stated by Alan Gundlefinger at a 
luncheon held last Friday (29) at 
|which Sir Sidney Clift. chairman 
(of new outfit, presided. Official 
cooperation of Radiant Films as the 


focal point of the Cinecolor proc- | 


essing, was announced by Arthur 
Taylor, who has been managing di- 
rector of the company and will oc- 
cupy a like position with the new 
outfit. 

Sir Sidney Clift stated that with- 
in two years Cinecolor will be in 
a position to process. on a three 
‘color basis, between 30 to 50 films 
annually. He revealed that nego- 
tiations with the Bank of England, 
|the treasury and the Board of 
Trade had been protracted, but 
|confirraed that they had received 
‘the greatest assistance from the 
latter government department. 


| The present plant at Slough, in 
, Buckinghamshire, is being extend- | 


/ed and new equipment installed. 
The British factory will have ex- 


-clusive use of the Cinecolor pro- | 


| cess in Europe and will supply 
prints to af the world except North 
‘and South America. 





30% TAX ON URUGUAY 
FILM HOUSE GROSSE 


Montevideo, Sept. 26. 


The Uruguayan president re- 
cently signed and made law the 
bill passed through by both houses 
of parliament providing increases 
in salaries to most government of- 
ficials. This has been financed by 
increased taxation, which among 
other things affects the film in- 
dustry since it provides a 30% tax 
on all film theatre gross receipts. 

New tax goes into force Oct. 1. 
Even this financing is not held suf- 


ficient to meet the increased out-— 
Conse- , 


lay of the government. 
quently it will not be surprising if 
‘further increased taxation will not 
‘be needed after Nov. 1 with the 
film industry again asked to help 
foot the bill. 





Maugham’s ‘Home’ Looms 


London, Oct. 3. 


Within a month of its opening 
at the Arts. theatre, 
Maugham's “Home and Beauty” 
has been transferred to a West End 
‘house. Presented by the Sherek 
Players, it opened at the St. Mar- 
tin’s last Wednesday (27) with the 
entire cast from the recent pro- 
duction. 

A comedy of matrimonial en- 
tanzlements following World War 
I. the play is directed as a near- 
farce by Roy Rich. 
Anthony Marlowe and_ Brenda 
Bruce play the leads wi'h charm, 
‘the latter particular!y scoring a 
personal triumvh. Barbara Leake 


contributes a fine perfovmence as 
1a professional co-respondent. 


In the previous year, the! 


Okay on West End Date 


Somerset | 


Hugh Burden, | 


Canada’s ’49 B.0. Up 


Montreal, Oct. 3. 
Bureau of statistics in Ottawa 
reveals that Canadian film patrons 
contributed $78,566,789 to the in- 
dustry last year. This is an all-time 
high and nearly $9,000,000 over 


414,963 compared with 222,307,140 
in °48, and amusement tax col- 
lected amounted to $12,616,788. 
The number of pic houses _in- 


creased from 1,917 to 2,201. 


British Govt. s 
Film Bank Puts 


Brakes on Coin 


London, Sept. 26 

Since there are enough British 
films either completed or already 
in production to satisfy the 30° 
| quota, the National Film Finance 
| Corp. in the future will adopt a 
'more selective policy before back- 
ing new pix ventures. Three safe- 
| guards have been laid down by 
James Lawrie, managing director 
of the Films Bank. Before loans 
are made, the NFFC will insist on 
either a distribution contract that 
virtually insures circuit release; a 
budget so low that circuit release 
is not necessary; or they must be 
satisfied that the finished film will 
be of such quality that circuits will 
want to show it even though they 
have already met their quota ob- 
ligations. ‘i 

Official announcement on _ the 
tightening up of finance for indie 
producers confirms the analysis 





made in VARIETY on Sept. 20. The | 


go-slow policy on 
restricted to 


finance is not 
the government or- 


ganization, but is also reflected in! 
the attitude of commercial bank- | 


ing houses. 

First result of the new financial 
policy may be a return to peak 
depression in the studios. Unem- 
ployment figures which had been 
dropping steadily during the sum- 
mer now are expected to take én 
upward swing. NFFC policy has 
been dictated partly by the lessen- 

(Continued on page 15) 





Mexico Pix Bank Prexy 
Cracks Down; Tougher 


Rules for Film Prods. 


Mexico City, Oct. 3. 

| Spiking reports that all official 
}and semi-official banks here are to 
| Suspend credits for pic production, 
| Andres Serra Rojas, prexy of the 
|film trade’s bank, the semi-official 
Banco Nacional Cinematographico. 
, explained that his bank has decided 
.to Umit coin-granting to producers 
‘of films that are of undoubted na- 
tional interest, high quality and 
‘good boxoffice. 

| Serra Rojas said the bank is a 
, watchdog to prevent production of 
| pictures that disparage Mexico in 
any way. Also that its coin, be- 
sides being for makers of such 
pix, is only for producers of 
proven ability, who also have 
really fine stories for the screen. 
He indicated the other banks that 
furnish producers coin are to fol- 
low that policy. 


Facelifting Old Paris 
Houses to Ist-Run Slot 


Paris, Oct. 3. 





need for houses for new ‘are is 
‘eral spots. Jzeeques Haik’s Le 
‘Francais, on the Boulevard neur 
the Paramount, bas been givin 
; such a fine faceliiting it looks like 
a new house. 

The Gaumont circuit, sczking a 
deluxe outlet on the Champs 
Elysees to supplement the Roulc- 


vard Madeleine and Gaumonit Pal- | 
renovated | 


ace Montmartre have 
the Colisee, opposite the Paris so 
well this 700-seater now is one of 
the fine-t here. 

Jean Cocteau’s “Orphee” opened 
to mixed comments Sept. 29. 





Other Foreign News 
On Page 15 











Though there is no Paris first- | 
'run theatre building activity, the | 


inducing owners to remodel s:°v- | 


Glut of Yank Produ 


ct Plus Dualing 


Of Top Fare by Odeon, G-B Curtail 


the returns for 1948, which were | UJ P fi . oy ‘ H | e 
Saal seisindens totalled 238-, 4. ro tin Brit.; See Quota e ping 





New Korngold Musical 


To Get European Preem 
Zurich, Sept. 19. 

Paul Gordon, U. S. stage ‘and 
screen producer, on a visit here 
said that he holds rights to the 
world preem of a new musical play 
by Erich Wolfgang 
Presently titled, “Quiet Serenade,” 
it is a story of Italy in 1700. 
Libretto was written by Raoul 
Auernheimer, Rudolf Lothar and 
Victor Clement. 

Korngold recently reputedly 
turned down the offer of a N. Y. 
producer to stage “Quiet Sere- 
nade” as a starring vehicle for De- 
anna Durbin. He is reported to be 
considering opening the show here. 


Brit. Greater Pix 
— Season Swinging 


London, Sept. 26. 
With the appointment of Ralph 
S. Bromhead as_ administrative 
chief, the British film industry’s 
united better biz campaign is now 
,in full swing. Bromhead took over 
his new duties yesterday (25). 





Next stage will be the appoint- | 


ment of a full time publicist to 


will co-ordinate the activities of 
the Film Industry Publicity Circle. 
|The job will be for at least one 
year. 


“Movies Are Better Than Ever” 
shorts. Total covers more than half 


of the picture houses in Great | 
Britain. 
Press advertising throughout 


Britain is now incorporating the 
“Let’s Go To the Pictures” slogan 
and a widespread campaign is 
being planned. Talks are proceed- 
ing favorably with TV chiefs on 
the trade’s proposal for an all- 
embracing trailer, comprising ex- 
cerpts from West End shows and 
i'new London releases. They would 
ibe aired every week. This would 
| reach more than one million people 
| weekly in the London and Birming- 
ham areas. 


HUNGARY BANS SAMBA 
FROM ALL DANCE SPOTS 


Budapest, Sept. 26. 
The Samba has been banned on 
Hungarian dance floors in a move 





to stem the spread of westernism | 


here. The Latino dance, rated just 
one aspect of the “American way 
of life,” which has manifested it- 
self in Hungary, has been a favor- 
ite among the younger set. This 
group follows an odd style of dress, 
originated by their American 


/counterparts and have been tabbed | 


by Isvan Koch, a member of the 
Hungarian Federation for Working 
Youths, as an example of the sin- 
ister penetration of 
“barbaric culture” in Hungary. 

Koch, who obviously 
this display of dress and dance .at 
the People’s dance halls and other 
| terp spots, in a letter to the Szabad 
Nep, Communist Party 
asked for a vigorous house-clean- 
_ing with regard to the zoot-suiters, 
“Samba fever” and “woogie-boog- 
ies.” 

Dancing is done here mostly in 
the major hotels and People’s 
dancehall with practically no niter- 
ies in operation in Hungary. The 
more sophisticated entertainment 


is supplied by several Espressos, | 


which turn intime in the evening 
‘with a pianist, interspersing dance 
tunes with off-color ditties. 





Limon Troupe Sock in Mexico 
Mexico City, Oct. 3. 

Ace of the current longhair sea- 
son here is Jose Limon’s Modern 
Ballet at National theatre, with 
$1.72 top. Troupe features Pauline 
Koner and stars Lucas Hoving, 
Betty Jones, Ruth Currier and 
Leticia Ide, with Beatriz Aguirre 
guesting. 

National sym»vhonie orch accom- 
panies ballet. with Simon Sadoff 
iguest conduciing. 


Korngold, * 


_— 


work under Bromhead, and who} 


Already more than 2,300 British | 
theatres have agreed to show the | 


America’s | 


spotted | 


organ, | 


* London, Oct. 3. 


The glut of Hollywood product 
‘in Britain is being capitalized on 
by the two Rank circuits, Odeon 
and Gaumont-British, at the ex- 
pense of major American distribu- 
tors. Dualing of top pix is being 
developed as a new policy trend 
| by the group, with a consequent 
} reduction of the earning capacity 
of each particular film distribs 
aver. 

Normal booking procedure on 
these two circuits is on a sliding 
scale method of rental, starting at 
35° and rising to a maximum of 
50° on reaching a certain break 
figure. Comparatively few  pro- 
grams hit the jackpot for 50%, 
but a reasonable number wind up 
at around 40%. If the double- 
| feature program has been booked 
| through one distrib, the 40° is 
| allocated between the company’s 
| two pictures. Occasionally, how- 
|ever, the proceeds have to be 
| shared between two producers, 
| usually on a 50-50 split. 

Net result of this setup has been, 
in the words of one major U. S. 
distrib, to cut the earnings of many 
| A pictures from $280,000. to $168,- 
000, a drop of 40%. 

Despite the less advantageous 
terms being offered, many of the 
majors are still angling for circuit 
bookings. With the present sur- 
| feit of product, caused initially py 
the 1947-48 embargo, it is still re- 
garded as the easiest and surest 
way of getting quick returns. 
Lesser Grade Films Suffer 

While the top six squeezed from 
the circuits can ‘still be booked in- 
to some 2,000 independent situa- 
tions, the lesser grade product has 
a hard struggle to get enough play- 
dates. Exhibs im solo_ situations, 
with the widest possible scope in 
booking, are also cashing in on 
their invulnerable position. 

There is a hopeful feeling among 
Yank distribs that the lowering of 
the British quota as of Oct. 1 to 
30°° and the consequential exten- 

(Continued on page 15) 


Fewer Quota Defaults 
In Britain Last Year; 


Legit House Fined $70 


London, Oct. 3. 

| Reliefs and exemptions granted 
| by the Board of Trade to exhibitors 
on the 30% quota, which came into 
operation last Sunday (1), will re- 
duce the overall level to a maxi- 
/'mum of 25%. Altogether, 203 the- 
|}atres are exempted from the obli- 
‘gation of showing British films. 
More than 2,200 applications for 
|relief and exemption were received 
at the Board, and 689 were re- 
jected outright.. Relief was grant- 
ed in varying degree in 1,379 cases. 
The three major circuits are ex- 
pected to fulfill the full quota and 
are not eligible to seek relief. 

There were 500 fewer applica- 
itions for relief because of defaults 
i'than in the previous year and the 
number of exemptions has dropped 
by 20. There are also 120 fewer 
|reliefs for current year and approx- 
imately 200 less rejections® 

Meantime, the Board of Trade 
legal division is readying prosecu- 
tions against exhibs who defaulted 
in the 45% quota year of 1948-49. 





'First batch of cases will affect 
|about 50 theatres. Others will fol- 
‘low as evidence is collated. First 
‘of these prosecutions came before 
‘the magistrates last Friday (29) 
when the Prince of Wales was sum- 
moned on default. Theatre was 
fined $70 plus $30 in costs. This 
‘house showed “Secret Life of Wal- 
ter Mitiy” for a three-month sea- 
son, sandwiched in between the 
closing of “Caribbean Rhapsody” 
and the opening of “Harvey,” legit 
| shows. 

| The only way in which the the- 
\atre would have been able to com- 
| ply with quota in view of the “Har- 
vey” commitment, would have 
been to have withdvawn the viay 
at the height of its success. Even 
if that had been done. however, 
there was no guarantee that a Brit 
ish picture would have been avail- 
able for an exclusive West End run 
at this house. Aside from offerings 
of dubio''s appeal. the management 
had little choice beyond some 
ioldies. 
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Mario Lanza on 
the way to big-time 
stardom ts a 
brawny riverman 
who loves a society 
singer, played by 
gorgeous song-bird 


Kathryn Grayson. 


The Next Big M-G-M Musical Hit to Follow : | we 
“Annie Get Your Gun,” “Three Little Words,” 4 : a 
“Duchess of Idaho” and ‘Summer Stock”! \“ 3am ’ 


"THE TOAST OF = | 
. NEW ORLEANS” S 


FIRST OPENINGS BIG! 


Philadelphia tops “Three Little Words”! Held Over! + Held 
over in New Orleans! - New York opening second high- 7 
est ina year! - More box-office music every day! » Watch! 





M-G-M presents The Champagne of TECHNICOLOR Musicals! 


KATHRYN GRAYSON: MARIO LANZA: DAVID NIVEN *““TOAST OF NEW ORLEANS”: with J. Carrol Naish b 
James Mitchell + Richard Hageman + Clinton Sundberg + Color by TECHNICOLOR * Written by Sy Gomberg 
and George Wells + Directed by NORMAN TAUROG ° Produced by JOE PASTERNAK * An M-G-M Picture 
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Mexico’s Theatre Trade 30%, Better 
Than “43; Native Films in Upbeat 


Theatre attendance in Mexico is 


around 30% better this year than | 


in 1949, according to Carlos Niebla, 
vietro’s Mexico City rep, now in 
\. Y. for homeoffice confabs.. He 
ascribed the rise in patronage as 
terest in native product. Domestic 
pix, he said, are not more popular 
tha in Hollywood films but are liked 


more by those who can’t read 
Goonish tit'es fast enough. In the 


ong run, he feels that American 
oauet will benefit from develop- 
nt of the new audiences which 
‘re continually springing up. 
(nother factor in Mexico’s ris- 
tendance is the expanding 
ynnomy of the country. More 
is in circulation, which has 


1 


oney 
helped the boxoffice of Yank films, 
» pointed out. These are mopping 


areas while 


™ heavily in urban 
are about 


nationwide U. S. pix 
10 ahead of last year. 

Touching on other industry con- 

Niebla disclosed that the 
n theatre building boom is 
Mexico City has reached the 
stage, and the govern- 
ment is now advising banks to in- 
vest in manufacturing and indus- 
trial projects rather than put their 
con into theatres. 

Principal change 
tion field, he said, is the move of 
ex-President Gen. A. Rodriguez in 
challenging the long-standing thea- 
tre monopoly of William Jenkins. 
Jenkins, in association with two 
partners, controls some 220 houses 


ditions, 
\iexica 
over 
saturation 


in the exhibi- 


throughout the country. Rodriguez 
is now invading Jenkins’ closed 
situations. Already, he is operat- 


ing 15 theatres in Mexico City and 
has about 50 more outside the 
capital. Prior to turning. to ex- 
hibition., Rodriguez was active in 
production. 


Product Glut | 


— Continued from page 13 =a 























sion of plaving time for Hollywood 
product will go a long way towards 
absorbing much of the’ surplus 

Although dualing is also prac- 
tised on the Associated British cir- 
cuit, there has been a less blatant 
drive to secure two top-liners on a 


program. Local industry people 
attribute this mainly to the in- 
fluence and interest which Warner 


Bros. have in the corporation. This 
apparent policy of self-protection 
by WB has benefited other Holly- 
wood companies, notably Metro. 
with the bulk of its product being 
reteased via this chain. 
One Menace Killed 2 Years Ago 
One menace of double-featuring 
was stamped out two years ago by 
the 
This put an end to the booking of 
a top Hollywood product as the 
bottom half of a bill in 
precedence, and with 
monetary terms,. often was given 
to inferior British pix. Now the 
policy has-been amended in a 
way which allows films like ‘‘Peg- 
ge.” to play a dual bill with “Win- 
chester .73"; “My Friend Irma” to 
share a program with “The 
Furies’; and “Ellen” and 
Husbands” to be jointly featured. 
These three polar from the 
Odeon circuit are taken from re- 
cent weck bookings. Similar ex- 
amples are to be found on the 
Gaumont-British circuits, where 
recently a program 


“Naney Goes to Rio” and “Right 
Cross” while “Rogues of Sherwood 


Forest” was billed with “Cargo to 
Capetown.” 

_ Some distribs believe that, tak- 
ine a long view, the present policy 
Will prove harmful to the industry. 
Already rising production costs 
point to a reduced lineup of prod- 
uct. and when the present product 
glut is over, 
to be sold 
feature bill. 
having two for the price of 
they may not take readily 
idea, with a drop in boxoffice re- 
ceipts a possible result. 


single 
years of 
one 


again on the 
But after 





Piccadilly Theatre 40', Melon 


; London, Oct. 3. 

For the second year in succes- 
sion, the Piccadilly theatre is paying 

dividend of 49°; Accounts for 
the vear ended last. July 31 show a 
profit of $13,000. an increase of 
about $300 over the previous year. 

“here is $1,400 being carried 
lo card to reserve as against $3,- 
600 in 1949, 


incipally due to the public’s in- , 


introduction of the unit plan. | 


which ! 
it the best: 


“Three | 


comprised , 


the publie will have ' 


to the | 


+ 





3d Hungarian Film NSG 


Budapest, Sept. 26. 


Stacked up against ‘“Ludas 
Matyi,” this country’s first color 
film, 
on life in the provinces, Hungary’s 
third film production of the year 
comes off rather bad'y. It is “Life 


waite 


and “Uri Muri,” commentary | 


Is Beautiful If Yo& Sing.” a story | 


of factory life, dealing with the 


pessimistic versus the new in song. | 


While there is a spirit of opti- 


mism and humor in the film, the 
action is not forceful. Thére are 
too many heroes and too many 
episodes. 











E German Producers s | 


Continyed from page 13 








created the UFA, Dr. Max Wink- 
ler, former Reich film commission- 
er and right-hand man for prope- 
ganda minister Joseph Goebels. 
Also figuring high in the anti- 
American campaign is Walter 
Koppel, manager of Western Ger- 
many’s biggest production outfit, 
Real-Film, of Hamburg. 
See Germany Newsreel As Typical 
Along the state control plans, 
the Neue Deutsche Wochenschau 
newsreel is a fairly good exampie 
of what kind of an industry the 
producers would favor. Newsreel 
is produced, financed by the Har- 
burg Senate, the Federal govern- 
ment and Ruhr industrial circles 
(Hugenberg clique, again). It is 
regarded as the ‘‘‘new cell” in this 
national propaganda drive. An ex- 
ampte of its activities is that it 
recently protested the sale of ex- 
chusive newsreel rights for public 
events such as this summer’s Jer- 
sev Joe Walcott-Hein ten Hoff 
bout. 
The proposed imports control 
law campaign went even further. 
For one thing, it was submitted to 
Bonn while MPAA and SPIO nego- 
tiations on the 1950-51 self-limited 


U.S. pix imports were still under 
wav. It also happened while Eber- 
hard Klagemann, prexy of the 


producers’ association was in Italy. 
Klagemann, friendly towards 
MPAA efforts of free competition 
without flooding the market, is one 
of two top German pix industry 
reps that MPAA plans to send to 
the U. S. 
‘ture Advisory Council. 
Proposed Imports Control Plan 


The imports control plan made 
these four provisions: 

1. Sixty licenses to be issued to 
German distribs, with authoriza- 
tion to import one foreign film for 
each German pic they 
Since distribs don’t have enough 
money for imports anyway, about 
75° of the licenses would be 
wasted because not negotiable. 

2. Sixty licenses to foreign com- 
panies who have their own dis- 
‘tribution agencies in Germany. 
'This would include Metro, 20th- 
Fox, Paramount, Warners, Univer- 
sal, RKO, Columbia, as well as 
Eagle Lion, IFA (French) plus 
other foreign firms. It would boil 
down to about four to five licenses 
each per year. 
ically exclude 
public and Monogram, 
Goldwyn, Selznick and other 
dies, 

3. Sixty licenses 
| producers, one for 
sell abroad. These 
negotiable, 
ple now working in Spain. It 
means, in effect, that German pro- 
ducers would be able to offer the 
licenses to U. S. companies for un- 
limited prices which might run 
into thousands of marks. 

4. Sixty licenses for an exchange 
scheme. export of one German 
film against each imported foreign 
product. e 


United Artists, Re- 
as well as 
in- 


for German 





Odeon Annual Meet Routine 
London, Oct. 3. 
Business at annual meeting of 
Odeon Theatres was concluded last 
Thursday (28) in less than three 
minutes. There were no questions 
from stockholders, and the report 
and accounts were unanimously 
adopted. 


‘cuit release .. 
to join the Motion Pic- | 


é 3 e o e 

3d Man’ Big in Mex City 
Mexico City, Oct. 3. 

Strongest current film here is 


“Third Man” (SRO), which is play- | 


ing day-date at the first-run Cine 
Orfeon and Cine Chapultepec, 
with 46c scale at both houses. Pic 
is on its way to establishing a new 


|high gross for a foreign pic here | 
|in recent weeks. 


Intensive bally and playing of, 


the theme tune in many spots with | 


disks and in top nightclubs helped 
sell the pic. 


U.S. Films Still 


Sock in Sweden 


Stockholm, Sept. 26. 
Of the 29 n_w films shown at the 
first-run houses here during Au- 
gust, 22 were from the U. S., two 
from Britain, two from Sweden and 
one each from France, Brazil and 


Poland. Best business was done by 
“Francis” (U), at the Folkan 
King’s Men” (Col) at the Grand 
and “Big Lift” (20th) at the Rigo- 
letto. 

The Brazilian film, believed to 
be the first from that country ever 
shown in Sweden, was a documen- 
tary dealing with the football world- 
championship contest held in Rio 
de Janeiro during June and July. 
Pic was dubbed in Swedish for its 
showing here. 

Of 47 feature films brought be- 
fore the censors during August, 
none was banned. Included in the 
lot getting the greenlight was 
“Stromboli” (RKO), which is 
slated’ to open here early in Oc- 
tober. 

“Black Rose” (20th) was also 
screened for the censors and 
passed for adults only. 


London Film Notes 


London, Oct. 3. 

Ralph Richardson is quitting his 
starring role in “Home At Seven,” 
the Wyndham’s theatre hit, early 
in November, for six weeks, to star 
in Carol Reed’s Malaya picture for 
Alexander Korda. His role in the 
play will be taken by Edward 
Chapman .. . George Brown’s 
“Hotel Sahara” picture which stars 
Peter Ustinov, Albert Lieven and 
Adam Tomlinson, will be directed 
by Ken Annakin. Goes on the floor 
at Pinewood early next month. Pic 
will be given a J. Arthur Rank cir- 
. French producer 
M. Darbon and director Pierre Bil- 
lon dickering with Moira Lister to 
costar in French film with Fran- 
ecois Perrier which will be made in 
Paris in November through Films 








‘de France, a French film subsidi- 


distribute. 


It would automat-. 


each film they | 
licenses are. 
similarly to be princi- | 


Responding to a vote of thanks 


from a stockholder, J. Arthur Rank 


said he and his colleagues on the | 


board were encouraged by the con- 
; fidence expressed. 


ary company controlled by Korda. 
. . . Bonar Colleano off to South 
Africa for month of hunting. 

Hans May to w rite the music for 
“Hell’s Sold Out,” picture based on 
a Maurice Dekobra yarn, which 
Raymond Stross is producing with 
Mae Zetterling and Herbert Lom 
starred. Shooting starts this month 

. Lisa Daniely, who has become 
fiim name with first starring role 
in} Monarch Productions’ “Lilli 
Marlene,” off on month’s vacation 
in Paris and turning down all film 
offers ... Leslie Arliss bidding for 
film rights of Phillip King’s “On 
Monday Next”... Margaret Lock- 
wood to have the Wendy Hiller 
role in the filmization of “Ann 
Veronica” which Two-Cities Films 
is skedded to make ezrly next year. 











Current London Shows. 


(Figures show weeks of run) 
London, Oct. 3. 

“Accolade,” Aldrich (4), 

“Ace ot Clubs.” Cambride (13). 
“Brigadoon,” Majesty’s (75). 
“Capt. Carvallo,” St. Jas. (3). 
“Carousel,” Drury Lane (17). 
“Cocktail Party,” New (22). 
“Dish Ran Away,” Vaude (14). 
“Folies Bergere,” Hipp. (52). 
“Golden City,” Adelphia (16). 
“His Excellency,” Princess (19). 
“Holly and Ivy,” Duchess (21). 
“Home & Beauty,” St. Mart. (1). 
“Home at Seven,” Wyndh'm (30) 
“King Rhapsody,” Palace (54) 
“Knight’s Madn’ss,” Vic. Pal. (29) 
“Latin Quarter,” Casino (29). 
“Little Hut,” Lyric 16).° 
“Mister Roberts,” Coliseum (11). 
“Oklahoma,” Stoll (174). 
“Reluctant Heroes.” W’tehall (3). 
“Ring Around Moon,” Gl’be (36). 
“Seagulls Sorrento,” Apollo (16) 
“2d Tanqueray,” Haymarket (5). 
“Touch & Go,” Wales (19). 
“Will Any Gent,” Strand (4). 
“Worm’s View,” Comedy (180). 

CLOSED LAST WEEK 

“Rosmersholm,” St. Mart (6). 


GU, Hoyts Battle U. S. Distribs 
Over Rentals for Old Indie Spots 


only 


“All | 





Abbeyites Want to-Prove It 


Dublin, Oct. 3. 


So many players claim to be 


j 


| former members of Abbey Theatre | 


|Co. that regular Abbeyites are 
seeking to establish a ruling that 
actors who have’ performed 
with the company for five years 
should be entitled to call them- 
selves Abbey Players. 

They want the theatre’s direc- 
torate to issue certificates to the 
“real Abbeyites” and then circu- 
late the official list to manage- 
ments, producers and_ agents 
throughout the world. 


Dublin Gate Theatre’s 
New Season Opens With 
A MacLiammoir Comedy 


Dublin, Oct. 3. 


After an absence of 18 months 
from the Irish stage, while filming 
“Othello” with Orson Welles and 
recently on his European tour, Hil- 
ton Edwards and Micheal Mac- 
Liammoir are readying their Dub- 
lin Gate Theatre Co. for a new 
season opening Dec. 26. Company 
will displace Longford Produc- 
tions: from Gate theatre for about 
eight weeks, and then transfer to 
larger Gaiety. 

Opening play will be a new com- 
edy by MacLiammoir, “Home for 
Christmas,” with music, and set in 
the 1880’s in Ireland and on the 
Continent. Company will follow 
with the production by Edwards of 





' Shakespeare’s “Richard II” and a 
|new play by novelist L. A. G. 
| Strong. “The Director.” 

After the moveover to the 
| Gaiety. productions contemplated 
are “Death of a Salesman,” an 
adaptation of Franz Kafka’s “The 
Trial.” an untitled play by Irish 
novelist Maura Laverty, and an 
adaptation by John Coulter of 


Ivan Gontcharov’s “Oblomov.” 
While Edwards and MacLiam- 

moir are at Gate, Longford Pro- 

ductions will make short tour. 


Brit. Film Bank 


Continued from page 1 














ing of demand for British pictures 
and partly by the inadequate 
amount of coin at their disposal. 
When the initial 5,000,000 pounds 
($14,000,000) was exhausted, Parlia- 
ment voted a further 1,000,000 
pounds ($2,800,000). Latter- sum 
will be absorbed soon, and repay- 
ments are inevitably slow. 

More than half of the first $1-4- 
060,000 was devoted to urgently- 
needed finance for the British Lion 
Film Corp. It is nearly two years 
since the first advance of over 
$1,000,000 pounds was made, but 
repayments are not yet due. Some 
of the smaller loans made since 
that time have however, been fully 
repaid. 

Current Backlog of 28 Pix 


As the 40° quota year ends, 
there is a backlog of 28 pix yet to 
be screened. A further 29 is now 
either in production or in the cut- 
ting stage. This total of 57 is more 
than sufficient to meet the quota 
needs of the three circuits in the 
current 30° vear. British films in 


'exeess of this total, therefore, can 


ond 


| conditions. 


only hope for a circuit release if 
the major groups are prepared to 
play more than their required per- 
centage. In any event, it is ap- 
parent that the sufficiency of Brit- 
ish-made pix will make the finan- 
cing of new ventures a greater 
gamble than hitherto. 

In the last three months, the Fi 
nance Corp. has given loans to as- 
sist nine independent productions. 
They are now working on plans for 
group production which might link 


a smaller number of units under 
one banner and thus. achieve 
greater economy. 


The first challenge to this more 
cautious film financing policy, when 
ACT Films will ask for a furthcr 
100° advance to finance their sec- 
co-operative. venture. It's 
doubtful whether it will be abic 
to fulfill any of the three stipulated 
Distribution of its first 
| film was not negotiated until it was 

in an advanced stage of produc- 
} tion. 


'by the 


“the two. big circuits, 


‘is reported to be that 


» two 


Sydney, Sept 26. 

A real battle looms between the 
_eight major U. S. distributors and 
Hoyts and 
Greater Union, over film rentals 
to be charged for product booked 
into independent theatres and indie 
circuits taken over by Hoyts and 
GU. Big row results from the fact 
that Hoyts and Greater Union have 
been taking over indie operations 
in great batches, it now appearing 
to be a race between the two chains 
to see which can grab up the 
greatest number of prize indepen- 
dent houses. 

Fight on pix rentals stems from 
the fact that American distribs 
claim the old rental terms paid 
different indie theatres 
continue, while the two 
Aussie circuits maintain that the 
general terms set by distributing 
companies for Hoyts and Greater 


should 


Union should apply. In other 
words, distribs contend there 
should be no change in rental 


fees simply because the house has 
been taken over by the two biggest 
circuits in Aussie. And there is 
a threat to not supply product if 
these circuits do not agree to such 
a setup. 

On the other hand, the ‘wo cir- 
cuiis maintain that distributors for 
years have been getting high rent- 
als from independent accounts, 
and that when they take over an 
indie house it entails added capital 
outlay in newrseating, renovations 
and new equipment. They further 
contend that high rentals is one 
of the reasons that indie theatres 
have sold out to the bigger cir- 
cuits. The attitude of distributors 
improve- 
ments at any indie house taken 
over is strictly up to Greater Union 
and Hoyts, and should not figure 
in film vente 

The two jig circuits claim that 
it would be impossible to operate 
successfully if the same rentals 
formerly charged the indie house 


; were made to apply to a full cir- 


running about 150 theatres. 
two circuits set a figure with 
distribs that covered first- 
subsequent-runs in second- 
release houses and in nabe and 
country zones. Many of the indie 
theatres going over to the Hoyts 
and Greater Union are neighbor- 
hood ‘operations. 

Further huddles are 
on the rental headache, but the 
circuits here aver they will 
bitterly contest any threat to halt 
pix being supplied former indie 
theatres. 


cuit 
The 
major 

release, 


scheduled 





Cuevas Bounces Guests 
Prior to B’way Debut 


Paris, Oct. 3. 


Marquis George de Cueva; 
Grand Ballet, set to leave this 
month for its first visit to Amer- 


ica, where it opens at the Century, 
N. Y., Oct: 30, is in a slight stew. 
The Marquis has a roster of 


American dancers for his leads, 1n 
Marjorie Tallchief, Rosella High- 
tower, George Skibine, Andre 
Eglevsky, Ethery Pagava, ete. 

But.to bolster his troupe for the 
forthcoming N. Y. visit, the Mar- 
guis at the end of August signrd 
Jean Babilee and Natalie Philtp- 
part, stars of Ballets des Champs 
Elysees, as guest dancers. Babilee 
brought in a new crew with hit, 
including an artistic administrator, 
Raymond Massiet, to replace Alexis 
Tcherkassky, who had been with 
the ¢roupe four years. 

Now, less than a month before 
the American preem, Massict has 
been fired, and the two Elysecs 
guest stars also have been let go. 
It’s reported here that programs 
and stars for the N. Y. engage- 
ment have been announced there. 
This leaves matters somewhat 
muddled, with the trade wondcer- 
ing what. the Marquis’ next move 
will be. 

The Grand Ballet scored a smash 
success in opening vesterdes ae ) 
at the Theatre des Champs El; 
Marjorie Tallchief and George ‘Ski- 
bine drew ovations, while Rosella 
Hichtower and Andre Eglevsky 
vere also showstoppers . 

Company is making a two-week 
stand here. Booking will wind up 
Oct. 16 when the unit heads for 


‘New York where it’s due to open 


Oct. 29. 
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Film Companies Continue Adamant : 
Vs, Giving Pix for Phonevision Test 





With Zenith Radio having post-#-— 


poned for a month its scheduled | 
Phonevision tests in Chicago in the 
hopes of finally being able to get) 
major company product, the film 
companies this week, at least on 
the surface, continued adamant 
against opening up their films for 
the trial run. It’s known, however, 
that several company prexies have 
put their staffs to work to deter- 
mine exactly how vociferous have 


been exhibitor complaints in the 
past against such a move. 

Action by the company chiefs 
was taken following a suggestion 
forwarded them last week by 
United Paramount prez Leonard 


Goldenson that their films be made 
available. Goldenson made it clear 
in his letters to the majors that he 
doubted the worth of Phonevision 
to the film industry, but expressed 
the. hope that enough pictures 
would be provided for the test “so 
that all who are interested in the 
matter will have the -results for 
proper appraisal and evaluation.” 

While the majors might still re- 
fuse to do business with Phone- 
vision, consequently, it’s believed 
they might go ahead with Golden- 
son’s suggestion if only to prove 
that the proposed ‘“‘pay-as-you-see”’ 
system will not work. They still 
are wary, however, of arousing the 
antagonism of their exhib custom- 
ers and so must make certain first 
that exhibs understand their rea- 
sons for making the product avail- 
able. That’s the reason for the 
homeoffice research into the situa- | 
tion now underway. 

The Chicago test slated to begin 
Sunday (1) has been postponed to 
Nov. 1, Zenith prexy, Commander 
Eugene McDonald, announced. 
That is, providing the FCC will 
okay another delay. 

According to the Zenith topper. 
the test was put off beeause of lack 
of enough good pictures for a prop- 
er sampling of the 300 participat- 
ing families’ willingness to lay 
out the $1 subseriptio fee for the 
films. Also, he cited’ “an abrupt 
change in the situation” resulting 
from the statement made last w eek | 
by Goldenson in a letter to 20th-: 
Fox topper Spyros Skouras and 
other major producers. 

Seeing in the Goldenson state- 
ment a possibility that the major 
producers may possibly relent in 
their refusal to date to supply top- 
ranking product for the pay-as-you- 
see experiment, McDonald said he 
is going to resume negotiations 
with top film companies. 

“Refusal by most major motion 
picture producers to rent us film 
for this test has deprived us of 
the type and variety of features 
we need to make it truly represent- 
ative,”” McDonald said. 

He made it obvious that he in- 
tends to use the Goldenson letter 
suggesting that Phonevision be 
given a fair trial as a strong part 
of his pitch to the producers for 
topflight features. He pointed out 
that the opposition to Phonevision 
from exhibs was a major factor in 
the producers’ refusal to supply 
product for the test. 
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have been known to find necessary 
a switch in copy after numerous 
insertions when they found the 
original ideas on reaching the pub- 
lic weren't paying off, he points 
out. He added the two test cam- 
paigns will be in moderate-sized 
towns where the experiment will 
be not too costly, yet will provide 
sufficient experience from which 
conclusions can be drawn. 

Rubine contends the lavish} 
blurbs in film copy through the'| 
ycars have caused the public to 
take a misty view of the adver- 
tiser. He holds that in the mind 
of the reader extravagant boasts 
Only suggest recklessness on the 
part of the ad’s spensor. The 
“modern design” ad, he figures. 
s.ands a better chance of drawing 
the attention of the “adult” read- 
er who long since has been an- 
noyed rather than “reached” by 
the claim copy. . 





| 
3 New Texas Ozoners Opened | 
Sweetwater, Texas. 

New 400-car capacity Rocket 
Drive-In opened here by Robb & 
Rowley Circuit one mile east of 
city limits. Henry Rogers is man. 
ager. 


| activities 


‘O'Malley’ Sequel 
Hollywood, Oct. 3. 
Metro is planning lensing early 
next year of sequel to “Mrs. 
O’ Malley and Mr. Malone.” 
Marjorie Main and James Whit- 
more are again earmarked for top 
spots, with William Bowers re- 
porting to studio later this month 
to begin scripting. 
William H. Wright 
produce. 


will again 








Zanuck Scores 
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ered the films now being lensed by 
his company in various parts of 
Europe, said 20th will continue to 
produce abroad. As in the past, 
however, such production will not 
be undertaken primarily to utilize 
frozen currency. Rather, he said, 
foreign locales will be used only 


| where the story calls for them and 


where it is impossible to duplicate 
an authentic background at the 
studio. In England, Zanuck added, 
20th wants to continue having one 


film in production at all times, 
which would mean about three 
films a year will be turned out 
there. 


He declared that the censorship 
hassle arising over ““No Way Out,” 
which deals with anti-Negro dis- 
crimination, will not deter 20th 
from making similar films. “We 
are in this business primarily to 
provide entertainment,” he _ de- 
clared, “but in doing so we won't 
dodge the issue if we can also pro- 
vide enlightenment.” He asserted 
that the musical, because it’s “‘lim- 
ited by so many set patterns and 


formulas,” is the most difficult 
type of film to produce now. 
Twentieth, he added, has turned 


down three stories so far for its 
projected \all-Negro musical to be 
produced by George Jessel and 
won’t do the film until it finds the 
right property. 

Zanuck detailed the production 
on “Legion of the 
Damned,” which is being filmed in 
Munich as the first American film 
to be made in Germany since the 
war on a strictly civilian basis. 
Cameras started to roll on the pic- 
ture Friday (29), with Anatole Lit- 
vak producing. Zanuck described 
the studio being used as “fine,” 
even though it’s poorly-equipped. 
He said he had seen some excel- 
lent German films during his stay 
in that country and predicted that 
the films being turned out by Ger- 
mans within two years will repre- 


sent some of Hollywood's stiffest 


competition in the German-lan- 
guage countries. 

Production chief hailed the 
“scheduled performances” plan of 


exhibition lined up for the upcom- 
ing “All About Eve” by 20th’s 
homeoffice distribution execs as 
“courageous.” He predicted _ it 
would be profitable and said it 
could have a deep influence on fu- 
ture production. “If we know in 
advance at the studio,’ he said, 
“that people won't be walking in 
on the middle of the picture, then 
we can eliminate that factor from 


our stories.” 
Zanuck returned to N. Y. from 
Europe Wednesday (27) and 


planed out to the Coast Friday. 
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such bids and to take such action 
as we consider necessary to pro- 
tect such errant participants from 
themselves.” 

To prove Metro is fair in its con- 
duct of bidding, Rodgers furnished 
a group of figures, pointing out 
the number of situations in which 
bidding is now in force. Where 
bidding ensued between indie ex- 
hibitors and affiliated, or formerly 
affiliated houses, he said, on 
10,522 films 5,396 of the pix went 
to the indies, 4,431 went to the 
affiliated houses and 695 were not 
sold. Of 147 situations where 
6.251 films were offered for bid- 
ding between indie circuits and 
individual indie theatres, he said. 
3,016 went to the individual, 2,716 
to the circuit and 519 were not 
sold. In 94 situations where two 
individual indie theatre operators 
bid against each other on 3,803 
films, 1,902 went to one bidder 
while 1,746 went to another. Re- 
maining 155 were unsold. 


| 
| 


Picture Costs 


Continued from page 3 


a salutary effect in other fields. 

Example was given in the birth 

of radio, which was supposed to 
| kill the phonograph business; to- 
'day platter music is more popular 
| than ever. 

MLPF & B also sees possibilities 
in theatre television and various 
‘other ways of adapting the new 
industry, including its use as an 
advertising medium for 
pictures. 


Firm states it agrees with Para- | 
Balaban, | 


mount president Barney 
who said analysis failed to show 
any direct relationship between 
the rise of TV and the decline in 
grosses. Films dor’t compete with 
video in Canada, it 
out, yet Dominion receipts were 
down just as much as they were 
in the U. § 









motion | 


was pointed | 





Fixed Charges—Story rights 


ants, $52,000; cast, 


Film Budget Breakdown 


“Typical” budget for an “A” production is broken down to the 
last penny by Wall Streeters Merrill Lynch, Pierce, Fenner & 
Beane in the brokerage firm’s appraisal of the pix industry. Nega- 
tive cost of the hypothetical film is $1,343,175.24, comprised of 
expenditures on 38 items as follows: 


and expense, $10,000; scenario, 


$108,762.26; music, $30,000; director, $50,000; producer and assist- 
$305,000; production department service, 
$255,843; administrative overhead, $127,921. 


Fixed Psysical Costs—Art, $12,337.11; set cost, $78,000; light plat- 


Total, $939,526.26. 


forms, $6,000; strike labor, $12,000; re-recording, $11,000; titles, in- 


serts and fades, $7,875; projectionists, $2,700; talent tests, $2,350; 
editorial, $6,174; insurance and tax, $31,897.73. Total, $170,333.84. 

Variable Psysical Costs—Producer’s and director’s secretaries, 
$3,098.92; staff, $11,485.94; extras, $15,300; operating labor and ma- 


terial, $19,291.19; camera, $13,626.08; sound, $10,508.55; electrical, 
$23,193; machinery effects and snow dressing, $1,150; set dressing, 
$22,500; animal and action devices, $4,250; women’s wardrobe, 
$9,150; men’s wardrobe, $6,700; makeup and hairdressing, $6,974.70; 


assets, $233,315.14. 
Grand Total: $1,343,175.24. 


process, $8,520.46; special effects and scenic art, $7,100; production 
film, $19,960.05; stills, $2,738; transportation, $25,375.68: location 
expense, $3,260.60; miscellaneous, 


$19,171.97. Total variable physical 








| Autry Case 
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film houses and fact that he him- 
self, Bob Hope and Bing Crosby 
were all products of radio. He 


promised that tele would similarly | 


develop stars that will make money 
for theatres. 
Never Paid Much For His Pix 


Autry also brought up a couple | 
that 


old sores. He pointed out 
exhibs had never paid high terms 
for his pix and have demonstrated 
they’d rather book old reissués (he 
owns no financial interest in 60 
films made for Republic) than new 
and better product at.higher prices. 
He likewise declared that in many 
large cities his pix still can’t get 
dates, and “many kids don’t even 
know who Gene Autry is except 
through ‘radio.” 

Stressing ‘television is here, and 
the quicker we learn to capitalize 


on it, the better off we'll be.” 
Autry slapped exhibs’ wrist for 
failing to study radio and tele and 
figuring ways it can help them. 
He asserted for instante, that al- 
though he paid $10,000 for rights 
to “Mule Train” song and it sold 


5.000.000 records, theatremen 
made no effort to capitalize on it, 
and his pic of that title wasn’t 
booked in Los Angeles until a 
year after the tune hit its péak. 

Autry further indicated he didn't 
think he owed too much to the 
exhibs. When he came back after 
414 years inthe Army and made his 
first pic independently, he couldn't 
get an extra $2.50 out of any thea- 
tremen to help him, he said. 

Vocalizing cowboy got unexpect- 
ed support from the floor when 
Larry Woodin. former Republic 
studio publicity man and now op- 
erator of Arcadia theatre, Wells- 
boro, Pa.. popped to the micro- 
phone to declare he played Autry 
pic last Saturday. and for first 
time in history of the house it beat 
Roy Rogers’ B. O. Woodin added 
the comment that minor use to 
which exhibs and distribs put TV 
and radio as advertising medium 
is a “disgrace and shame.” 

Col. H. A. Cole, vet Dallas show- 
man, queried Autry*on whether he 
didn’t fear “your face and person- 
ality will become too familiar?” 
Star pointed to Boyd’s every-week 
appearance,.on-TV and his own 
52 weeks a year for Wrigley on 
radio, as against 26 half-hour TV 
films he’s doing. “I can’t answer. 
I don’t know,” Autry replied to 
Cole, “but we have complete con- 
trol of the films, and if we find 
too frequent appearances are hurt- 
ing, we'll do something about it.” 

Boyd as ‘B.QO. Poison’ 

Elmer Huhnke, Omaha _ exhib. 
rejoined that he had already had 
experience in that direction. He 
said Boyd's overabundance on TV 
and in theatres had “turned him 
into boxoffice poison.” 

On another TY front, Allied put 
stations, networks and _ sponsors 
“on notice” that the film industry 
is not going to stand “for humor 
at our expense.” Reference by Al- 
lied board member Wilbur Snaper, 
New Jersey exhib. was to recent 
Martin-Lewis TV show and numer- 
ous cracks from disk jockeys and 
others knockin. films. 

“We don’t want to censor tele- 
vision, just as we don’t want any- 
one to censor us, but we’ve been 
under attack from varied sources 
and this is warning we're going 
to battle,’ Snaper declared. Coun- 
tering suggestions from some 
other board members, Snaper said 
he didn’t believe video attacks on 
pix were “a plot,” but “just stu- 
pidity.”. He asked exhibs to report 
to Allied headquarters any cases 
| of industry abuse. 








COMPO to Keep Hands Off Labor 


Controversies: 





| Sues Al Rogell 


Los Angeles, Oct. 3. 


Manning Post filed suit for $25,- 
000 in superior court against Al 
Rogell and Gibraltar Pictures, de- 
manding an accounting on a note 
for $20,000, with interest since 
January, 1949. 

Plaintiff declares he invested his 
coin in Gibraltar, a holding com- 
pany for Parliament Productions, 
United Canadian Productions and 
Roxbury Productions, and has re- 
ceived no returns, 


Exhibs Balk 


Continued from page 5 
agenda for final axe at the pow- 
wow is projected plan by COMPO 
for large-scale exhib questionnaire 
on which it could base favorable 
public relations yarns. 

Sullivan put initial dagger into 
that idea some weeks ago, and 
Abram F. Myers, Allied’s board 
chairman and general counsel, sub- 
sequently administered consider- 
ably more gentle but equally ef- 
fective coup de grace that deter- 
mined Mayer to shelve the plan. 
Myers’ caution that COMPO may 
be moving too fast won Mayer 
over. 

Meantime, Allied board, meeting 
here Sunday (1), gave anticipated 
approval to organization’s partici- 
pation in COMPO for another 
year. While directors discussed at 
length the question of Allied’s con- 
tinued adherence, it was learned 
there was no serious dissension. 
Principal safeguards sought, in ad- 
dition to numerous ones Allied re- 
ceived when it first joined last 
year, was that local COMPO or- 
ganizations in the exchange areas 
would be set up according to rec- 
ommendations of the national 
body for representation of all 10 
constituent COMPO groups. Heat 
arose on this point as a result of 
incident embarrassing Benny Ber- 
ger, North Central Allied head in 
Minneapolis, where a meeting was 
called by another exhib leader to 
establish the local COMPO organ- 
ization without consulting him. 


Mayer Hints Snag 

Hint by Mayer that all was not 
serene between COMPO and TOA 
on coin came in a speech here, 
when he stated: ‘Frankly, I don’t 
know what the circuits will do in 
financial support of COMPO, but I 
know Allied will not let us down.” 
Mayer admitted in subsequent 
questioning by newsmen that he 
suspects difficulty with some TOA 
members may be encountered. 

“Although we are the alltime 
experts in selling our product, we 
are the all-time low in selling our- 
selves,” Mayer told exhibs in a pep 
talk on COMPO. He deplored pub- 
lic:y airing intra-industry  trou- 
bles, declaring “no industry can 
prosper if it deliberately destroys 























the public’s faith in its skill or 
solvency.” 
Asserting he was not panic- 


stricken by the b.o. decline or TV 
threat, he added: “It is, however, 
high time we ceased to devote all 
our attention to quarreling about 
how the gross should be divided 
between us and paid more atten- 
tion to increasing that gross.” 


try in Washington, among other 
| places. 


+ 


He | 
Said internal splits had hurt indus-. 


Brushes SEG Snarl 


That the Council of Motion Pic- 
ture Organizations will adopt a 
hands-off policy with regard to 
intra-industry labor disputes was 
indicated in N. Y. this week. No 
official decisions were made when 
the issue arose but the unanimous 
thought of various industryites 
familiar with COMPO operations 
was that each company’s dealings 
with unions were private affairs 
which do not fall into the COMPO 
policy range. 

Looking to the all-industry 
group for support was the Screen 
Employees Guild, which protested 
the dismissal of Paul Kellogg, ac- 
countant at the RKO homeoffice. 
The union sent its complaint to 
Ned E. Depinet as president of 
COMPO, not as RKO chief, along 
with the suggestion that COMPO, 
in such instances, could contribute 
to industry harmony. No formal 
reply was made by Depinet but he 
reportedly rejected the idea in in- 


formal telephone conversations 
with union representatives. He 
then turned the Kellogg matter 


over to one of his executive aides 
for handling. Indications are that 
the accountant will not be rein- 
stated. 

The Guild’s charge was that Kel- 
logg was released because of his 
union activities and despite his 
“21 years of loyal service.” RKO 
replied that other employess are 
engaged in union work and are 
secure in their positions for the 
reason they are competent workers. 
The company added it split its in- 
ternal auditing department recent- 
ly and found Kellogg’s continued 
employment unnecessary. Although 
he was given a month’s notice, the 
union has yet to file a formal 
grievance, it was stated. 
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well as other business but so far 
they have received little or no in- 
formation on the company’s future 
course of operations. Harry Pop- 
kin, David Loew, I. G. Goldsmith 
are current visitors with others due 
shortly, including Carl Leserman 
and Stanley Kramer. 


So far as the top echelon at UA 
is concerned, there have been a 
few meetings but nothing officially 
known to be set regarding lining 
up new product or establishing 
credit. Charles Chaplin will return 
to the Coast on Friday (6) after 
huddles with UA board chairman 
Paul V. McNutt at the latter’s law 
Office. Mary Pickford has estab- 
lished residence in N. Y., and will 
be remaining but so far has main- 
tained silence with regard to her 
activities with the company. There 
were some reports in the trade that 
Miss Pickford has been expressing 
dissatisfaction with the apparent 
inability of the new regime to 
raise new capital. 

UA’s product supply is steadily 
weakening with no commitments 
for delivery of new pictures set be- 
yond next February. No help at all 
was Kramer's decision to roadshow 
“Cyrano,” which means a 10% dis- 
tribution take for UA instead of 
the 2712% which would be due un- 
der general release. 





Bruce Cabot’s bride, Franchesca 
de Seaffra, makes her screen bow 
jin “On the Riviera.” 
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PHILIP REED ’ GRANT WITHERS * Directed by WILL PRICE - written for the screen by mf bis Produced by William H. Pine and William C. Thomas 








Paramount 
Time-Table 


TIL THEY OCCUPY BOXOFFICES 
FROM COAST-TO-CCAST ON 
ARMISTICE DAY' 


World Premiere, 
Oct. 11 


— in Philadelphia with members 
of the U. S. Marine Corps as 


guests at a gala performance. 
aa 








4-Branch Premiere, 
Oct. 19-26 


—Pittsburgh, Detroit, Cleveland, 
Cincinnati — with personal ap- 
pearances by star John Payne in 
these and other neighboring cities. 








 NAUREEN OHARA JOHN PAYNE 








Area-Saturation Bookings, 
Oct. 15-31 


— in 180 spots with typical 
Paramount barrage preselling. 
Watch these dates, all prior to 


NATIONAL RELEASE—NOV. 11 
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aried Films Keynote to Good B.0., | 


Pacific Coast Exhib Group Stresses 


San Francisco, Oct. 3. + 


Claiming that variety in filmfar 
is one of the keynotes of gow 
business today, the Pacific Coa 
Conference of Independent Thea 
tre Owners last week urged that } 





‘Kiss’ Banned in Ohio 


Columbus, Oct. 3. 


Because it tells how to commit | 
Good- | 


“Kiss Tomorrow 


fe vithiy, | 2 crime, 

some agency be established within | * © : —— 
the industry to police releasins | Ye | has been banned for show 
schedules of the various compa- | [& IP Ohio by ayo Hie. 
nies. Indie exhibs, meeting at Lake orship division. Dr. ——~ wer 
Tal , on the California-Nevad ong, state education director, saic 
an ; ans “ _ . . . rc . . 
} we a urged sian that experi he division acted Aug. 15 on the 
eoracr, ge alS ¢ xdDe! i ; 3 ; : are 
mental pictures should be turnc’ Warner pic but had not heat d 
e hud hether the producer intends to 


out on small budgets so that the) 
other producers fron 
* if they should flop 
Group. in addition, urged “few 
bad titles’ and “less crime, mu! 
der and psychos” in films. 

PCCITO prefaced the 
mendations with a note to produc: 
ers thet “we are their best 
friends.” Exhibs may be critical 
frequently of Hollywood film-mak- 


won't deter 


experimentin 


recol- 


ers “but only as a brother is crit- 
ical of a brother who is inclined 
at times to he -wayward,” the or- 
anization said. It noted, more- 
over, thet the likes and dislikes ex- 
pressed were those of the “major- 
itv of ovr patrons.” Exhibs added: 
“We feel though we are close! 
thin anyone to movie patrons. Our 
information can be of inestimab'e 
value to Follywood. We urge thot 
some procucers could gain 
mendo knowledge by polling « 
hibitors reeularly asking for pce- 
tinent comments.” 


\s for the policing of releases, 
PCCITO sucsgested that perhaps 
the Council of Motion Picture Or- 
ganizations or the Motion Picture 


Assn. of America could handle the 
job. “This last summer,” the o-z 
said, “we have seen many super- 
westerns dissipated because our | 


audiences have been surfeited witit 
too many of this kind. If such en 
authority is not workable, then w= | 
suggest each company make sure | 
its own release schedule is in gond | 
balance with variety.” It noted that 
Metro was issuing three top mu- 
Little 


sicals together, “Three 

1 ‘ “a ~ 9 
Vords, Summer Stock and 
“Duchess of idaho,” adding “such 


product is too valuable to wasie 
in this manner.” 

PCCITO listed a 
cent film titles it considered 
including such as “Crisis,” “Sus- 
pense,” “Asphalt Jungle,’ “Cix 
Murder,” “Deadly Is the Femaie,” 
“No Sad Songs for Me,” “Ticket to 
Tomahawk” and others. It com- 
mended what it said were “good” 
titles, such as “Rocketship XM,” 
“Father Was a Fullback,” “Fancy 
Pants,” “I Wes a Male War Bride,” 
ete. It also criticized long comnii- 
cated story plots, 
“stories and scripts should be kept 
tizht and simple,” 
“remakes” of pictures within a 
period of seven or eight vears 
“which were originally no grext 
hits to begin with.” 

As for the so-called experiment: 
pictures, the indie exhibs declared: 
“As exhibitors, we realize the in- 
portance encouraging expevri- 
mental pictures such as ‘Snake Pii’ 


number of ro- 
ba } 


of 


You Hear. But we urge that pre- 
duction experiments, such as these, 
have smell] budgets. Huge budgeis 
for picturcs that have doubifu! 
bo-.office qualities are hazardous 
and when they fail financially, 
ovher producers point to such ex- 
perimentation as a failure. 

“It is also true that large buds- 
ets make for greater demands by 
sales departments. A _ financially 
unsuccessful picture of an exper'- 
mental nature can always be liqui- 
dated by us because top playing 
time will not be expected. We can- 
not afford to ruin preferred play- 
ing time at a loss.” 


U-I 10 START 10 
PIX BY YEAR END 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 

Ten pictures will get the go siz- 
nz! on the Universal-International 
lot during the last three months 
of ibis vear. Four of them will be 
in Technicolor. making a total of 
14 tinters for 1950. 

First October starter is “Abbo‘t 





and Cotello Meet the Invisible 
Vian.’ it will he followed by “Air 
Cadet.” “Don Renegade.” “Bona- 
venture, “Cattle Drive.” “Little 
Evypt,” “Son of Ali Baba.” “Fid- 
cier’s Green.” “Iron Man” and 


“The White Sheep.” 


urging th:t! 


and condemned | 


appeal or accept the decision. 

Dr. Hissong said pic was “non- 
educational and harmful in that it 

eates lack of confidence in law 
enforcement agents.” He said that 
t is “a sordid, sadistic presentation 
of brutality and an extreme pres- 
entation of crime with explicit 
steps in commission.” 


| COMPO-Wallis 
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office of Gov. James H. Duff to ob- 
tain the services of a film star to 
make the week’s run through the 
“Pennsylvania 


state on a special 

Week” train. On it will be the 
governor and his wife, Hedda Hop- 
per and Perry Como, both Penn- 


cylvanians, and other names. Serv 
ing with Emanuel on the commit- 
tee is Mrs. Edna Carroll, chairman 
of the State Board of Censors. 


Emanuel claims to have 


Paramount, which distributes the 


Wallis-Hazen unit’s pix, to have 
Miss Scott make the tour. She is 
under contract to Wallis-Hazen and 
is a native of Scranton. Tremen- 
cous quantities of publicity had 
gone out through Pennsy and the 
nation heralding her as “Queen ot 
Pennsylvania Week.” State, inci- 
dentally, was picking up the en- 
tire tab. 

With everything sect for the start 
of the tour Oct. 15, Miss Scott 
sent a wire to the Governor she 
would not be available because of 
“contract commitments.” Wallis 
had previously made a loanout deal 
with Columbia for the actress’s 
services in a picture tat $60,000) 
and the latter studio notified him 
that it wanted her Oct. 9. 

Gov. Duff, Mrs. Carroll and 
jother state biggies sizzled. Eman- 
uel, highly “embarrassed,” burned 
{the wires with calis to Par, Col 
'and Wallis, but was unable to ob- 
agreement for setting back 
ithe Col. commitment. 

Bad taste regarding Hollywood 
‘left in the mouth of the governor 
‘and his official family as a result of 
‘the incident has given rise to 
Emanuel’s decision to make the 
COMPO protest. Particular impor- 


| tain 


tance is attached to the affair since | 


‘Duff at the moment appears to be 
the leading Republican candidate 
for nomination for the presidency 


u , 4tU.iin 1952. 
*Johnny Beiinda’ and ‘Next Voice | 


Emanuel has been able to save 


‘the day in part, at least, through | 


‘cooperation of Universal. It is 
'making Alexis Smith available for 
the tour. Since she is a native of 
Canada, arrangements are being 
|;made to have her appointed a spe- 
cial ambassador ff6m that country 
to Pennsylvania for the week and 
she is being billed as “the gift of 
{the Dominion to Pennsylvania.” 
Plans for Miss Scott, which now 
will be fulfilled by Miss Smith, 
call for her arrival in City Hall 
‘Plaza in Philly via a _ helicopter. 
She'll be greeted by the mayor, 
governor and other figures. That 
pri be followed by an appearance 
on a National Broadcasting Co. 
hookup Philly. eve- 


from Same 
“Theatre Guild on the Air” show 
from the Academy of Jusic in 
Philly as a salute to Pennsy. Miss 
Smith and the governor will ap- 
pear on it as intermission guests. 


Train, provided by the Pennsyl- | 


vania Railroad, shoves off later in 
the evening on a tour of 36 cities. 
In each one, children will be dis- 
missed from school to greet the 
celebs, there will be broadeasts, in- 
ferviews, ete. In addition, exhibs 
throughout the state were planning 
bookings of Miss Scott's lat=st Wal- 
lis-Hazen pie, “Dark City.” Ef- 
fayts are being made now to switch 
bookings where possible to films 
in which Miss Smith appears. 


ae 


ceived the okay of both Wallis and | 








Italian Snipes 
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siderable segme 

dustry favors it, while an equally 
' large one does not. Deal to this 
| effect was almost made. 
‘following confabs of John G. Mc- 
| Carthy, director of the Interna- 
| tional Division of the Motion Pic- 


ture Assn. of America, in Rome 


some months ago. 
| agreement incorporating 


| quota imposition and a loan to the 


Italian industry, in return for 
which Americans were to be per- 
mitted conversion to dollars 

' lire ecual to 30% to 59° 

sum loaned 


the deal to th 
ever, the Italians discovered they 





Inside Stuff—Pictures 


“Knights of the Round Table” is apparently a much more attractive 
nt of the Yank in- picture title in prospect than in actuality. Classie tales of King Arthur’s 

court appear to be Hollywood’s most popular unproduced subject. 
Walt Disney. by staking claim to the “Knights ef the Round Table” 


however, , tag last month, took his place as ninth in line of those who have reg- 


istered it with the Motion Picture Assn. of America in recent years, 
yet at has never been used on a picture. 

' Priority on the label is held by the William Goetz-Leo Spitz Inter- 
national unit. which has been merged into Universal-Internationa!, 


Alperson. 


He made an Other registrations in order of their priority are by David O. Selznick, 
<e]f- Paramount, RKO, Metre, Edward Small, Jerry Fairbanks and Edward 





Reason Film Classics did not appeal the refusal of Atlanta’s censors 


tion. 


of the the Supreme Court was told last week. 
the picture, has asked the High Court to intervene and hear an appe 
By the time McCarthy presented In a recent reply, city of Atlanta alleged, among other things, 
the MPAA board, how- | #Pppeal petition was invalid because Film Classics did not join the peti- 
Film Classics, claimed Atlanta, had the only genuine ciaim—if 


of to okay “Lost Boundzries” was that it is no longer distributing the pic, 


The RD-DR Corp.. owner of 


that the 


. ° } "go Wee « wpe a. . : " . P *} ‘ 
couldn't get it through their legis- there was any—because of the money it would lose by inability to play 


recrim- 
some 


result 
with 


lative body. As 2 
ination has developed, 


Americans favoring 
tion as the only way to avoid 


worse reprisals. 
on the grounds that it is best to 
get maximum pix in and coin out 
at once, and let the future take 
care of itself. 


Atlanta. 


In the RD-DR reply memorandum, it was asserted that Film C] 
self-limita- “did not join the petition since its distribution rights have been termi- 
What's more. added RD-DR.-they are now the losers of the 
Others oppose it Money not made through the loss of Atlanta playing time 


nated.” 


Metro’s ad-publicits 
ballyhoo for “Quo Vadis.” 


department 
now in production in Rome. 
Society of Inde-, Picture postcards showing a scene from the picture in full color were 


assics 


novel advance 
About 100,000 


cooked up some 


pendent Motion Picture Producers Printed, and through a tiein with an Italian company, have been dis- 
tributed to every vendor in Rome. 


opposes it, on the other hand, as it 
does any self-limitation on 


They've reportedly become best- 


the sellers, especially among American visitors. Card shows Roman sol- 


grounds that the U. S. government. diers parading before Nero’s palace, with a large oamera crane and the 


can do nothing on behalf of Holly- Cast and technicians visible in the foreground. 


Message portion of the 


wood in any country where the in- , card credits Metro and Technicolor. 


dustry has voluntarily accepted 


restrictions. 


Objection to joining ANICA 
comes principally from U. S. fitm 
company reps in Rome. They fear 


it is a trap. although McCarthy 
won an agreement that they could 
withdraw at any time. 
MeCarthy to Head Probe 

Oct. 3. 

Following a conclave held here 
vesterday (\on.), continental reps 
of the-majors voted to refer the 
Italian government’s stand against 
the Yank film industry te company 
foreign managers. Latter are sched- 
uled to meet with MPAA .interna- 
tional chiet John G. McCarthy in 
New York tomorrow ‘Wed.). 
| Session of continental reps was 
presided over by MPAA European 
manager Gerald Mayer. Those at- 
tending the meet urged that where 
' necessary a policy should be adopt- 
ed to counteract the Italian govern- 
meni's increasing toughness. 





Paris, 











; Goldwyn-‘Own’ 
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/nabe, the Laurelhurst. 
| Hit downtown until fourth-run, 
; when it occupies the Blue Mouse. 
‘It will then go through the nabes 
‘in near norma) fashion. 

First-run combo was the Bagdad, 
'Roseway, Egyptian and 20th Ave- 
nue. Although booking was for 
| seven days, first two houses played 
i“Own” 14 days and the other two 
} 11 days. 

| Results have proved so startling 
i that exhibs in the subsequent-run- 
,ners have started on the prowl for 


make ceals for a similar playoff. 
They were not only able to earn 
more coin by better b.o. on the 
|earlier run, but upped prices and, 
with this incentive, did quite an 
exploitation job. Ordinarily there's 
a 28-day cjearance after first-run 
closing and then a 42-day clear- 
ance before third-run. 

F-WC has the Paramount, Or- 
pheum and Oriental as first-run- 
{ners in the town and operates the 
Mavfair jointly 
Parker. Mrs. Parker runs the 
Broadway on her own and operates 
the United Artists for the United 
Artists Theatre Circuit, rounding 
up the first-run situation. 

Mulvey not only obiected to be- 
ing forced into the Mayfair the 
wanted the Broadway), but at the 
terms offered. This was a sliding 
scale with a 25° minimum. As 





( 'a result he fotlowed the battling | 
ning U. S. Steel will originate its | 


techniques he has used elsewhere 


| + @ ° ° 6 

; when deals didn’t suit him and 

| Goldwyn. 

| Similar tussle may be waged in 
i 


irrisburg, Pa., where Mulvey has 
refused to accept the 25° terms 
offered by Jay Emanuel for his 
}Senate theatre. Emanuel is the 
regular customer in the town of 
RKO, Goldwyn distrib 





Santa Barbara, Cal., Ozoner 
Santa Barbara. 
First drive-in in this sector will 
built on Highway 101, seven 





be 


miles north of this city. by Jay | 
Sutton and Sherri!l Corwin. opera- | 


tors of the Orpheum and Hawaii in 
}Los Angeles, 


It doesn't | 


other product on which they can: 


with Mrs. J. .J.} 
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playdates. 


'(UA), which came along 


It nosed out “The Men” 
better | ed 


Meggers Join PCC 

| Drive for $1,345,000 

Holivwood. Oct. 3. 

Screen Directors Guild appoint- 
eight studio captains to pro- 


——s 


ithan it had in previous weeks, to; mote collections in that category 


| finish ninth. 
| “Broken Arrow” 


‘place in August. continued to be aj 9 With Dore Sehary a: 
for 20th-Fox | Chairman and the goal set at $1, 


sturdy moneymaker 
fang placed 10th last 
“Sleeping City” tU) Janded with 
llth position, mainly on its sock 
showing the final week in Septem- 
,ber. “Three Little Words” ‘M-G), 
, whieh was second in August, round- 
ed eut the month's Golden Dozen. 


} 


' Runnerups fer the month were 
numerous and closely§ grouped, 
with little to choose between them. 
“Louisa” (U), fifth in August, 
j}headed this category, with “Born 


to Be Bad” ‘RKO), “Saddle! 
Tramp” (U), “Treasure Island”! 
i(RKO) ‘third in August) and 


“Union Station” 'Par) next in that 
order. 

Of the new entires, “Blue Heav- 
'en” and “Sleeping City” promise to 
‘be heard from additionally in Oc- 
{teber. “Toast of New Orleans” 
(M-G) started out big in N. Y. and 
Philadelphia, and shapes up as a 
‘winning musical. “Fireball” ‘20th) 
showed enough on several initial 
‘dates to hint future potentialities. 
| “Devil's Doorway” (M-G), an- 
/ other new entry. did nice to great 
on some of its first engagements. 
!*Breaking Point” (WB) so far has 
been inclined to be uneven. “‘Three 

| Secrets” (WB), also new, did well 
enough to take a spot among the 
top 12 one week. but otherwise 
‘Was spotty. “High Lonesome” 
| (EL) thus far has been disappoint- 
‘ing, “No Way Out” (29th), just 
getting started as the month closed. 
did enough in final week of month 
to take lith place. 
i— ‘Kiss Tomorrow Goodbye” 
; (WB), which wound up in the 
money two weeks during Septem- 
_ber, added some substantial coin. 
{It was eighth in August. ‘“Destina- 
‘tion Moon” ‘EL). 


}week, was in a 
i ther enriching the distrib’s coffers. 
“Abbott & Costello in Foreign Le- 


gion” (U). runnerup once and 11th- 


month. | 


,for the 1951 Permanent Charities 


(20th). in sixth , Committee drive. which opens Oct. 


general 


| 


345,000. 
| Captains are Allan Dwan, Re- 
|public; David Butler. Warners; 


Charles Barton, UI; Frank Capra, 
| Paramount; Richard Sale. 20th- 
| Fox; George Sidney, Metro: Jules 
| White, Columbia, and Al Werker, 
RKO. 


| Boxoffice Spurt 
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their money for movies. As far as 
folks in Hodginsville would just 


| rather stay home and twiddle with 


j 


| William Ainsworth. of 


the “new fangled” dial. Anderson 
is about ready to get out of the 
theatre business in some of his 
towns. He opines that the economi- 
cally “fringe” house is approach- 
'ing doomsday. 
Fon du 
, Lae, Wis., is experiencing another 
‘kind of phenomenon—grosses go- 
ing up Instead of down in resort 
‘towns in which he operates. Bad 
| Weather all summer murdered 
him. And now, when resort houses 
| should ordinarily be readying co- 
| c¢oons fer winter, bizshas suddenly 
‘shown a pleasant spurt, he says. 
Ainsworth is in agreement with 
other exhibs in attributing what- 
‘ever b.o. hike there's been to “bet- 
| ter pictures.” What is a better pic- 
'ture, of coursé, remains open to 


! Herman L, Stahl. 


; question. To wit, “Sunset Boule- 
, Vard” ‘Par). 
of 


operator 


| houses in Oil City and Sharon, Pa., 


' 
{ 
‘ 
a runnerup one! 


like category, fur- | great 


/ credits the Gloria Swanson-starrer 
with less than half normal biz. So 
do a lot of other small-towners. 
Ainsworth, on the other hand. did 
with “Sunset.” Hinterland 
exhibs on the whole. however. look 


| back with much greater fondness 


,and Pa Kettle.” 


| 
} 


|place winner another week, also 
| collected some nice coin. 
| “So Young, So Bad? (UA),| 


; which was 10th one session, con- 
| tinued a substantial moneymaker. 
i**Petty Girl’ ‘Col), fairly new last 
month, took 10th spot one week, 
{but was inclined to be 
“Lady Without Passport’ (M-G) 
:Still lagged during the month, sel- 
dom getting a big nice week. 


“Flame and Arrow” ‘¢WB). in 
the top 12 for August, eashed in 
on several winning dates. “All 


'Quiet on Western Front” 
still stood out as one of the top 
reissues now around. “In Lonely 
Place” Col) added several fine to 
| big sessions during the month. 

| “Panie in Streets’ (20th) con- 
|tinued te fail in measuring up to 
|high hopes. “The Furies” 
also still remained on the 
pointing side. 


cisap- 





_ New 600-car Kilgore Drive-In at 
Kilgore opened by East Texas The- 
atres, Inc., and L. N. Crim. 


uneven. | ©. ; ‘ 
| ting kids for free. 


‘plenty trade with this 


(Indie) | 


on Universal’s “Francis” and “Ma 
They ll take more 
like that. 

Col. H. A. Cole, vet Texas show- 
man, puts his finger right on rea- 
son for poor b.o. in his territory— 
crop tailure, Pressing him further 
also reveals he’s allergic to new 
gimmick of the drive-ins—admit- 
He has support 
of lots of other indoor theatre ops 
in feeling ozoners are draining off 
new form 
ot giveaway. 

Most exhibs are much less def- 
inite than Cole in assessing reason 
for their reported sour biz. They 
admit a good pic wil *‘)} draw, 
but not like it used to. Why it does 
or doesn’t, they don't know. The 


| feeling vaguely is that public has 
lost considerable of its interest in 


(Par) | 


pictures, 

One of the most encouraging 
-things about big-city hike experi- 
enced this summer has been signs 


}that publie interest his started te 


rekindle as result of 
product and whatever 
affect film goers, 


improved 
intangibles 


al, am 
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Clips from Film Row 


94444 teooe 


NEW YORK 


Belmont theatre, N. Y., former, 





OOOO 4 oy 4 9O4OO$4444444 


,and is in the same post now for 
ELC. ; 
George Wain, of Republic staff, 


Spanish film showease, will reopen’ who was in the national guard, 
next Monday (18) with the premiere | called up by the Navy. 


of “Ignace,” French import  star- 


ring Fernandel. House now is UNn- yyfetyo’s 


salesman in 
exchange, 


Shabason, 
* Pittsburgh 


Max 


der the management of Rex Pic- ypped to assistant branch mana- 


tures. 


MINNEAPOLIS 
Twin City Theatre Corp., which 
recently acquired downtown 
Paul Strand and Tower from Para- 
mount circuit, appointed Ray 
Chappie and Wayne Shoop, respec- 





St. | 


| ger. C 
sistant shipper in 1928. 


CHICAGO 


Jim Booth, who took over as 
general manager of Schoenstadt 
circuit, resigned after four months. 

E. T. (Peck) Gomersall, former 


tively as managers. They formerly assistant general sales manager of 


managed St. Paul 
neighborhood houses. 


Joe Blaufox and George Atkin- 


son, Columbia homeoffice exploit-' were former Great States circuit 


eers, here beating drums for “Pétty 
Girl” and “Faust and Devil. 
Latter goes into RKO-Pan here. 


independent | {jniversal, assumed operatorship of 


the Grove theatre in Elgin, and 
the Luna, Kankakee. Both houses 


theatres. ; 
Jones, Linick and Schaefer, Chi 
theatre chain operating McVickers, 


Walter Hoffman, long 20th-Fox Homewood, Essex and the 400 the- 


exploiteer here and now serving 
Paramount in same capacity in 
Seattle, recovering from pneu- 
monia. 

W. R. Frank, local circuit owner 
and Hollywood producer, screened 
his newest pic, “Cry Danger,” 
starring Dick Powell, for friends 
here. Frank also announced 
signed Victor Jory to play the lead 


in his forthcoming picture, “Sitting , as manager 


Bull.” 
“Skating Vanities,” 
for St. Paul Auditorium, 


underlined 
holding 


talent tryouts in both Twin Cities. | 


Pat Halloran, Universal 
salesman, vacationing in Denver. 

Ralph Green, circuit owner, 
joining ranks of those seeking 
earlier clearance for their Twin 
City neighborhood and suburban 
houses. He wants 28-day avail- 
ability for his St. Paul Mounds. 

In rejecting a motion of Volk 
Brothers, independent circuit own- | 
ers, to compel Metro to. grant their 
Nile, local nabe, 35-day availabili- 
ty, pending a trial of suit to obtain 
such clearance, Judge G. H. Nord- 
bye ruled in the defendant’s favor, 
holding no court should take any 


action that might disrupt the 
entire present film distribution 
system. 


ST. LOUIS 


Jules V. Serkowich of Columbia 


in town grabbing cuffo space for and 


“Petty Girl” skedded for Loew’s 
State. 

W. R. Elliott has sold the Melba, 
Houston, Mo., to R. D. Fischer who 
also operates the Star, Willow 
Springs, Mo. 

Dave Kramer, southeast Missouri 
salesman for RKO, resigned to 
move to the Coast. 


city | 


atres, celebrating 45th anni this 
week. 

New Chi suburb, Park Forest, 
is planning celebration on Oct. 14 
for opening of suburb’s newly con- 
structed theatre, the Holiday. H. 
and E. Balaban Corp., which owns 
it. is turning over first day’s re- 


he ceipts to Park Forest treasury. 


Ambrose Conroy has taken over 
of Balaban and Katz 
nabe, the Tower, replacing 
Lawrence Whitaker, who takes 
reins at the Maryland. 
DALLAS 
Jack Arthur is new owner of the 
Tower and Starlite ozoners near 
Stephanville. 
Ropes theatre at Ropesville is 


being rebuilt after being damaged | 


in a windstorm recently. ; 

Employees of the Interstate Cir- 
cuit going into the Armed Forces 
will receive going-away gifts equal 
of two to four weeks pay, based 
on the length of service with the 
circuit. Service men also will re- 
ceive the annual Christmas bonus 
and ‘will be guaranteed their jobs 
when they return. 

The Village Drive-In, built sev- 
eral months ago by Rebert Rogers 
at Ennis, purchased from Rogers 
by T. I. Richey. L. O. May has 
been named manager. 

R. S. Starling sold his Starlite 
Twilight Drive-Ins at San 
Angelo 
Concho Theatres, giving that cir- 
cuit control over all except three 
theatres there. Starling will con- 
tinue to manage the drive-ins for 
the circuit. Purchase of these 


two ozoners by R&R-Concho The- | 
atres is the start of an expansion | 


move to establish a circuit of out- 


Fourteen nabes in St Louis and door theatres in western part of 


St. Louis county resumed 
Youth Cinema Clubs, sponsored by 
Better Films Council of Greater 
St. Louis. 

The Zoe, new 500-seater, Pitts- 
field, Ill., owned by Armenthrout 
Circuit has been lighted. 


William Cain, formerly of Lock- | 


port, Ill., made manager of the 
Elmo, Elmo, Ill, recently  pur- 
chased by Charles Beninati, Car- 
lyle, Ill., from M. J. Dickson of 
St. Elmo. 


Edward B. Arthur, general man- 


ager of Fanchon & Marco’s local 
interests, earmarked $2,150 to be 
dished out to managers of the 


three big houses and the St. Louis: 


Amus. Co’s string of nabes in a 


13-week biz getter and showman- | 


shiv contest. All managers are on 
their own and a percentage basis 


will be used in determining the. 


winner. 


PITTSBURGH 


Dixie and Grand theatres in 
Carnegie, Pa., operated under lease 
for many years by the late Dr. 


C. E. Herman and his estate, trans- | 


ferred to Howard Benson, a new- 
comer in exhibition. Both houses 
are to be modernized. with Dixie 
ae now for complete renova- 
ion. 

Frank Weitzel, Pathe booker 
here 15 years ago, who has been 
in booking-buying and the central 
shipping field in Cincinnati for 
some time, rejoined Walter B. Url- 
in’ circuit aS booker-buyer for a 
dozen of Urling’s West Virginia 
houses formerly represented by 
Converative. 

Allan Shaw, one-time Coopera- 
tive booker. is now doing the same 
thing for Allied and Ohio Drive-In 
theatres. A Pittsburgh ozoner on 
Route 22 is one of his houses. 

Joel Golden, who zame here for 
Eagle Lion Classics as a salesman 
from Cincinnati when John Zomnir 
left to go with James Hendel. di- 
Vision manager in West Virginia 
for ELC, returned to the Ohio 
city with Irving Frankel’s addition 
to local exchange. Frankel former- 
ly was with RKO as city salesman 


| 
| 
| 


the. st*te. 


BOSTON 
Charles Kurtzman, Northeastern 
division manager of Loew’s Inc., 


‘named Robert Newhook as pub- 


licity director in the Hub area; 
replaces James Sullivan, resigned 
because of ill health. Charles W il- 
son has been recalled from his 
managerial post at Loew’s Strand, 
Syracuse, N. Y. to assist Newhook. 

Fred Fess appointed manager of 
E. M. Loew’s newly-constructed 
Kingston Drive-In at Kingston, 
Mass.; formerly managed the Fal- 
mouth, a summer situation in Fal- 
mouth, Mass. : 

Richard Dobbyn, Sr., treasurer of 
Maine and New Hampshire Thea- 
tres, recuperating from an opera- 
tion at Palmer Memorial Hospital. 

Leanord Barrack made city man- 


ager for Richmond & Stern’s Lynn | 


| Theatres. 
Latchis circuit added two more 
theatres to chain, the Ideal and 


Avon Theatres, Springfield Ver- | 


mont. Houses were formerly op- 
erated by Joe Mathieu. 


KANSAS CITY 


| Outleok for television, with the 

coming of co-ax cable to this area, 
and the COMPO program drew 
major attention at Kansas-Missouri 
Theatre Assn. convention at the 
President Hotel here last week. As 
an affiliate of Theatre Owners of 
America, KMTA favors the 
COMPO program, but actual finan- 
cial support in this territory will 
be on a voluntary basis. Dale 
Danielson was reelected president. 
Other officers reelected: C. E, 
Cook, vice president; Leo Hayob, 
secretary; Fred Meyn, treasurer. 


PHILADELPHIA 


Sanford Gottlieb named manager 
of Eagle Lion Classics branch here 
succeeding Saul J. Krugman, re- 
signed. Gottlieb moves in from 
Cleveland exchange where he was 
city salesman. 

Larry Graver, manager of the 
Mastbaum, is new head of Warner 


He joined Metro as an as-' 


to the Rebb & Rowley-| 


{ pe : 
'Club. Ben Blumberg, manager of | Kirsch, Chicago) and cons (Ray 
inabe Uptown, was named vice| Branch, Michigan), a _ resolution 
| president. was adopted by a heavy prepond- 
Lizabeth Scott, who comes from | erance of those present asking that 
rGnarn at pheaatennth Wome on “the board investigate cooperative 
| 1ee , < 
[Oct 15, She will be picked up by | PURINE. Of ae de: 
helicopter at att ge — velow o plan to vow a aan ahs 
and flown to City Sal Pieza, where | tivity in those units. whieh want 
to avail themselves of it.” 


‘Gov. James H. Duff, Mayor 
Bernard Samuel and Theodore 

Kane pointed out that the co-ops 
eliminate the middleman, adding 


| Roosevelt, 3d, will take part in 
“there’s room for lot of argument 





| the ceremonies. Miss Scott will 
make a Pennsylvania Week broad- | 
cast, and then go on a six-day tour | 
of the state. She will be accom- 
panied by three other noted | 
| Pennsylvanians, Perry Como, 
Hedda Hopper and Ham Fisher. 

tainly don’t want 


ST. JOHN Some middlemen, 


| Annual convention of the Mari-| have earned the right to be elimi- 


;middleman anywhere. Exhibitor, 





time Motion Picture Exhibitors; nated, and the manufacturer-dealer 
Assn. held at -\mherst, N. S.,/ monopoly in theatre equipment | 
heard J. J. Fitzgibbons, head of|and supplies is that kind of 


Famous Players Canadian Corp.,| middle i 
it aaieties nat Se Bhanu. alt Tae | middleman. If a co-op of the kind 


oe - | proposed here is established, to- 
boxoffice ills on Hollywood but to | Pro} sight aia Pr 
look at home for faults in theatre | — ee ee 
operations mo Sg = me ave coca with.” guy 
able. He said TV hurt biz only | *“s**-: . ae 
in the first half of the year. At least part of Allied’s pique 


| GREENSBORO, N. C. 





eent policy of refusing to take ex- 
Greensboro theatre manager, tO/tions. Instead, Theatre Equipment 
|new post in Alabama.as manager of | Supply Manufacturers Assn. will 
two houses of Wilby-Kincey in| hold its own convention and ex- 
Birmingham; will be _ succeeded) pipit in Chicago later in month. 


: here as head of Carolina, Center| 
20th’s Blanket Deal 


and National by Kermit High. 
aus Continued from page 7 


ROCHESTER 
exhib, he said, and individual econ- 


| Jerome Laker, formerly manager | 

lof RKO Coliseum, N. Y., named 

scniadan Peamiic & ype = 1 Dignan tracts for each picture will still be 

| resigned to enter another business. available. Twentieth branch man- 
agers have already been asked to 
furnish the homeoffice with a list 
of theatres each thinks should 


| 

Dan Wagner, formerly booker | qualify for the service. 
and salesman with RKO, joined| As for rentals on the films, 20th 
Realart office here in a similar 
capacity. 




















ent classifications of films. 
three different classifieations, one 
is to be made up, wholly or in part, 
of percentage films, while the 
others will have a stipulated rental 








Mounting Costs 


Continued from page 5 jaa 


forums. gave the indie  exhibs 
plenty of opportunity to blow off 
steam. Aim of clinics is to enable 
theatremen to profit by each oth- 
er’s mistakes, ingenuity and ex- 
‘perience in dealing with distribs. 

Sessions proved a popular con- 
vention feature and were heavily 








its category. Smith noted there 
must be “a very limited number of 
percentage pictures” for the kind 
of theatres to be serviced under 
such an arrangement. Agreement 
| mutually arrived at is to be writ- 
| ten, with a stipulated number of 
| films falling into each category, 





attended this morning. Clinic for | Smith said, but he added that the 
small towns (under 3,500) was | Pictures will not be designated by 
chairmanned by Charles Niles and | title. 

Harry A. Cole; large towns and 


Allied, meantime, moved in an- 
other direction on the problems of 
distribution confronting exhibs by 
thrusting at competitive bidding 
along lines previously explored by 


| subsequent-runs by Sidney Sam- 
uelson, Arthur Rush and Wilbur 
Snaper; big cities by Nathan Ya- 
mins, Benjamin Berger and Martin 
Smith. 


; its board chairman and general 
| Plan for setting up co-op buying | counsel Abram F. Myers. At a 
, organization was presented today | board meet Sunday (1), it was 


| by Stanley Kane, exec counsel to 
| North: Central Allied, headquar- 
‘tered in Minneapolis, center for a 
| great many co-ops in all fields. 
|; Kane pointed out some organiza- 
| tions even go into co-op manufac- 
turing, admittedly a move for 
which Allied is not yet ready, 


Method of setting up buying 
group, Kane said; would be to form 
corporation in which any indie ex- 
hib could subscribe to nominal 
,; amount of stock. No exhib would 

have to hold stock to buy from co- 

| op but then he would not share in 
| yearly distribution of profits, which 
is actually most of the saving be- 
tween retail and wholesale price, 
according to Kane. Stock itself 
would pay off at low fixed rate of 
jreturn. Co-ops are exempt from 
| State and federal income taxes, 
| thus also saving coin. 


| Approval of a resolution author- 
izing the board to delve into the 
| plan for cooperative buying came 
|only after a charge from the floor 
| by O. F. Sullivan of Wichita, Kan., 
| president of Kansas-Missouri Al- 
lied, who termed the idea “un- 
|American.” He asserted further 
|that the plan is just a reverse of 
free competition, which is a basic 
| principle of Alltied’s, and also holds 
|out to exhibitors false hopes of 


voted to have Myers carry on his 
attack. He holds that major dis- 
tribs are wrongfully interpreting 
industry anti-trust decree to their 


ding in certain situations. 
Directors instructed Myers to 
carry on his attack and assigned a 
five-man committee, representing 
various sizes and types of theatres, 
as an advisory group. They will 
take up disputed interpretation of 
the decree with company attorneys 





drawal of bidding in questioned 
| Situations. Attempt will be made 
to frame a formula which will be 
acceptable to distribs, Allied and 
specific exhibs involved. If that 
fails, Myers was authorized to carry 
fight to the Dept, of © ustice. 
Disputed portion of Feb. 8, 1950, 


reads in essence: “Hereafter pic- 
tures shall not be distributed in 
any other manner than by offer- 
ing them theatre by theatre, sole- 
ly on their merits, without dis- 
crimination in favor of affiliated 
theatres, circuits or others.” 

Majors’ interpretation of 
final “or others” is what Allied 
questions. Myers maintains the 
“or others” does not mean indie 
houses, since they were not party 





that 


poe ye ; ‘**|to the suit. Therefore, he says, 
ie which might not materi-| there's nothing in the decree that 
| e. requires setting up of | bidding 
| Sidney E. Samuelson, general | w} 79 indi -e involv ; 
lmanager’ ef Allied of Eastern | vnere two indies are involved in 


a race for product. 

Distribs, according to Myers, 
have right to choose their own cus- 
tomers, particularly where there’s 
an established buyer-seller relation- 
ship between distrib and one of 
indies. Imposing bidding in such 


| Pennsyivania, replied he did not 
,understand the meaning of Sul- 
|livan’s “un-American” crack. He 
declared cooperatives are as 
|“American as America” as proved 
by the fact that every state has 
(a cooperative law. Samuelson 


situation, Allied el i 
thereupon asked Sullivan if he} am Charges, Se Sneeey 


|an effort to hike prices by setting 
| were opposed to the co-ops to the exhibs against each other. 
extent that he wouid resign from! Named to Myers’ advisory com- 


ithe film buying co-op to which he! mittee were Col. H. A. Cole, Na- 
_ belongs. jthan Yamins, Ray Branch, Jack 
| Following (Jack | Kirsch and Sidney E. Samuelson. 








other pros 


on desirability of eliminating the | 
| too, is a middleman, a middleman | 
of entertainment between the dis- | 
tributor and theatre patron. I cer- | 


him eliminated | 
however, ! 


versus equipment dealers, it is un- | 
derstood, is traceable to latter’s re- | 


R. Norris Hadaway, 4l-year-old| hibition space at exhib conven- | 


plans to establish with each cus-| 
tomer terms to be paid for differ- | 
Under | 


arrangement for each picture in| 


own advantage in calling for bid-| 


in an effort to get involuntary with- | 


decree in section II, paragraph 8, | 


' 


Kramer Irons Out 
Differences With 
UA on Ad Billing 


New differences between produ- 
cer Stanley Kramer and United 
Artists have been ironed out. with 
the former agreeing to identify 
the releasing company in advertis- 
ing copy for “Cyrano.” Kramer 
had contended that in the initial 
roadshow bookings of the picture 
UA actually wasn’t functioning as 
ia distributor and wasn’t entitled 
to the credit listing. He also 
sought to eliminate the UA credit 
on the print itself. 


The distributor’s argument was 
that Kramer’s releasing pact called 
,for the “Released by United Art- 
ists” billing. Additionally, UA re- 
portedly has advanced Kramer 
| about $30,000 for ads and field 
promotion. The first ad, aimed to 
lure mail orders for tickets for 
“Cyrano” at the Bijou theatre. N.Y., 
was placed in the N.Y. Times and 
Herald Tribune last Sunday (1). 


Meanwhile, Kramer himself is 
On the Coast supervising cutting 
of the picture, print of which he 
will bring to N. Y. about Oct. 20, 
The Bijou opening is set for Nov. 

16, with two performances daily 
scheduled at a scale of $2.40, $1.80 
and $1.20 for evenings and $1.80, 
$1.50 and $1.20 for matinees, 

Extra performances will be held 
Saturdays, Sundays and holidays 
at 5:30 p.m., with an additional 
late show Saturdays. Prices for 
these extra performances will be 
| the same as the evening scale dur- 
ing the week. 

Promotion for the picture in- 
cludes a tour by Jose Ferrer, who 
has the title role. He was in New 
Orleans last Saturday (30) when 
he received the “Award for Latin 
| Genius.” This was given by the 
| Louisiana Historical Society in 

recognition of his interpretation 
'of various characters in Latin 

literature. Other dates for Ferrer 

| include an appearance at the Bijou 
| next Saturday (7) to deliver the 
| first of 10 informal talks on stage 
| and screen. 


RKO TO PAY 7506 
FOR READE’S 25% 


} 
| RKO and Walter Reade finally 
| have agreed on terms of divorce 
| after an unhappy association which 
‘lasted 28 years. Ready for signing 
| is a deal under which RKO pays an 
estimated $750,000 for Reade’s 25°3 
‘interest in Trenton-New Brunswick 
| Theatres, N. J., circuit of 12 houscs, 
| giving the major 75° of the own- 
lership. Balance is held by the 
| Frank V. Storrs estate. Under its 
j consent decree in the industry anti- 








| trust suit, RKO is required to di- 
| vest one of the Trenton houses. 
| Finalization of the purchus> of 
| Reade’s stock means the end of the 
| RKO court action to force dissclu- 
|tion of the partnership operation. 
_The two have been at odds over the 
years on management of the eire- 
cuit, with the feudin’ and fussin’ 
having taken the form of legal con- 
ests on several occasions. The 
jointly-owned company was formed 
in 1922 by the late Frank V. Storrs, 
Reade and the late B. F. Keith. 
Agreement on terms of the sep- 
|aration was reached by Reade, 
| Walter Reade, Jr., RKO vice-presi- 
;aent J. Miller Walker and Sol A. 
Schwartz, RKO Theatres chief. Ef- 
fective date of the deal probably 
/ will be Noy. 1. 





Binyon’s New 20th Pact 
Permits Outside Pix 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 

Claude Binyon’s new writer 
| director contract with 20th-Fox 
calls for one picture annually, with 
| Six months off, and the right to 
| Make one outside film a year. 
| First of the outside jobs will 
| probably be. for 


the Periberg- 
Seaton unit at Paramount. 


| Ev Riskin Guides ‘Rage’ 
Hollywood, Oct. 3. 

First assignment for Everett 
| Riskin under his new producer 
,contract at Paramount is “The 
Rage of the Vulture,” with Alan 
| Ladd starring and Charles Vidor 
directing. 

Story was originally assigned to 
Robert Fellows, who will produce 
i‘“Casey Jones” instead. 
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Film Reviews 


Continued 


Heliday Rhythm 
Street, Mary Beth Hughes and 
Wally Vernon are the junketeers 
who encounter Chinese jugglers, 
Hawaiian singers and sword danc- 
ers, Irish jigs, an iceshow, apache 
dancers, western crooners and a 
number of standard vaude turns 
during their travels. 








Street and Miss Hughes sing the! 


title tune, written by Lee Wainer, 
as well as “I'll Think It Over,” by 
Jack Scholl and M. K. Jerome, and 


“Lost in a Dream,” by Paul Her- 
rick and Bert Shefter. Tex Ritter 
wraps up “Old Chisholm Trail 


while Cass County Boys do ‘Pass 
the Biscuits, Mirandy.”’ Chuy Reyes 
orchestra helps to sell “Concussion 
Mambo.” Tom Noonan and Peter 
Marshall spot their funny “Doctor 


skit in the footage and there’s a 
rhythmic drum dance by Regina 
Dav. Other specialties are accept- 
abie. 


Jack Scholl's direction is capable 
in setting up the multiple acts and 
songs used in the Jack Leewood 
production. Benjamin Kline gives 
the performers okay lensing. 

Brog. 


Arizona Territory 


Monogram release of Vincent M. Fen- 
nelly production. Stars Whip Wilson; 
features Andy Clyde. Directed by Wal- 
lece W. Fox. Screenplay, Adele Buffing- 
ton: camera. Harry Neumann; editor, 
Riehard Heermance At New York the- 
atre. N. Y., dualer week of Sept. 26, °50. 


Running time, 56 MINS, 


JO. . cccccscess bane Whip Wilson 
eS Rr eee Andy Clyde 
Lo” Sere ee ..Naney Saunders 
BBMNCE. 2.0 cc dec destnevoces . Dennis Moore 
ee PE PR PEE TEE John Merton 
a, Seer ee ey ee ree Carl Mathews 
tS Pee ey ee rere ... Carol Henry 
StableMaMN .ccscsscesecce .. Bud Osborne 
ASBAVEL .. oc cveccsesess . Frank Austin 


“Arizona Territory” rates 
lesser entry among the low-budget 


aS a 


eaters. ‘Galloper falls short in ac- | 


tion and is hampered by uncon- 


vincing script. Also, Whip Wilson's | 


proficiency with a whip, isnt 
d-monstrated in the three or four 
times the lash is put to use. 

Tracking down of a_counter- 
feiter, responsible for transporting 
bogus bills from the west to the 
east, makes up pie’s theme. Wil- 
son, a prospector. and his friend, 
Andy Clyde, a U. S. marshal, 
work together in getting the goods 
on the culprit. 

Cast performs routinely, with 
John Merton and Dennis Moore 
working in cahoots as the counter- 
feiter and his accomplice, respec- 
tively. As pic’s only femme, 
Nancy Saunders does okay. Wal- 
lace W. Fox’s direction. Vincent 
M. Fennelly’s production and 
Harry Neumann’s lensing are all 
standard. Gros. 


Cage of Gold 
(BRITISH) : 
London, Sept. 19. 
GFD release of Exling Studios-Michael 
Balcen production, Stars Jean Simimons, 
David Farrar. James Donald. Directed by 
Basil Dearden. Screenplay, Jack Whit- 


tingham; editor. Peter Tanner; camera, 


Douglas Slocombe. At Odeon, London. 
Konning time, 83 MINS. 

MN. 6 sO DOReR MES +O Ke 8X Jean Simmons 
BPE 644 + cgebtbenededs vant David Farrar 
eee HONS G40 . James Donald 
Y OTT e Te Madeleine Lebeau 
AntodMette .....crcveeces .. Maria Mauban 
pT ee rene Teer re Herbert Lom 
Inspector Grey.........-.- Bernard Lee 
DUDOME. . . 5098 0% o8deecese Gregoire Aslan 
DEE +s on mks Ratbone RE . Gladys Henson 
SPP. “MGGINGs s...0.0606.0.0% Hareourt Williams 
MM 06s. slawik Sdeh mie e exec Leo Ferre 





After a succession of sophisti- 
cated hits, it is too bad to find 
Ealing Studios wasting their tal- 
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ents and a big cast on this obvious 
story. Despite its limitations, 
there is little doubt that boxoffice- 
wise in Britain, the star names 
will help insure success. It has, 
however, little fresh for American 
audiences, and cannot be regarded 
as more than a mild attraction for 
the U. S. ! f 
Almost every obvious twist has 
been used in this yarn of a girl 
deserted the morning after her 
marriage, the reported death of 
her husband, her re-marriage, and 


husband number one’s re-appear- 
ance as a blackmailer. There 1s 
also the inevitable shooting and 
the understanding cops who help 
to establish the innocence of the 
girl and her husband. 

~ fitle of the film is taken from 
that of a Paris nightclub, but it 
plays only a minor part In the 
story. 


Technical qualities of the pro- 
duction are up to the high Ealing 
standard. but the story Is an un- 
satisfactory vehicle. Nevertheless, 
Jean Simmons gives a moving 
study as the girl who was carried 
away by a man whom she had 
loved from her youth. It is a ten- 
der performance. David Farrar 
takes the part of the no-good hus- 
band in his stride but it does not 
show him up to best advantage. 
James Donald does a good enough 
job as husband No. 2. Herbert 
Lom, one of Britain’s best charac- 
minor 


ter actors. is wasted in a 
role as the head man of a smug- 
giing ring. Madeleine Lebeau 1s 


a disappointment as the French 
nightclub songstress. 

Basil Dearden’s direction suffers 
from the limitations imposed by 
Jack Whittingham’s script. Jim 
Morahan’s London - Parisian set- 
tings are very good and Douglas 
Slocombe’s lensing is efficient. 

Myro. 


The First Forty Days 
(DOCUMENTARY) 
Washington, Oct. 2. 


“The First Forty Days.” official 
U. S. Army documentary of the 
period of hold and _ retreat in 


Korea. was preemed tonight (2) at 
the National Press Club, in ad- 
vanee of general release slated for 
Wednesday (4). Picture is a com- 
pilation of official footage, showing 
the hard-fighting and drab job of 


the infantrymen who were flown 
into Korea almost immediately 
after the Communist invasion and | 
who fought through the retreat, 


step by step, to the outsize beach- 
head where the United Nations 
forces finally held firm. 

This picture is made without the- 
atrics and is beautifully narrated. 


|It portrays the deadly job of fight- | 


}ing a war, up to the time when the 
:U. S. finally got enough supplies 
and troops to turrt the tide. 

Chief weakness is that it concen- 
trates entirely upon the American 
‘feot soldier. It kisses off briefiy 


| 


the job done by the air force to: 
our infantry from being | 


prevent 
overrun by the larger and better- 
gunncd enemy. It also makes no 
mention of the part played by the 
South Korean troops. It is how- 
ever, the first film to give some 
sort of connected picture of what 
it was like in Korea in the early 
'part of the war. 

The Army Signal Corps is shoot- 
ing for quick, saturation distribu- 
‘tion on this one. The picture is 
| being released for television Wed- 
nesday night. At the same time, 
|35m prints will be offered to the- 
| atres, and 300 16m prints are being 
made for non-theatrical distribu- 
tion, through clubs, churches, vet- 
eran’s posts, ete. Whoever takes 
the film must use it without cuts. 





Lowe. 
Ballerina 
(FRENCH) 
Venice, Sept. 26. 
Lux release of Memnon production, 


Siars Violette Verday. Direcied and writ- 








ten by Ludwig Berger. Camera, Robert 
Le Febre; editer, Jacques Poitrenaud. 
pre''ewed in Veniee. Running time, 90 
MINS. 
OWED in sc cceces oes sees .. Violette Verday 
Aunt sebeoceccevesces Gabriele Derziot 
FOWRIOE os ccccccecccsess Wenri Guisol 
SPNCCOL., o ensaVecensceecie Romney Brent 
DOOR 4% 6 keeuae Shebdtees ee Nicolas Orloff 
SN sae + chlo bees :46s6a06 Jean Mercure 
Made with finesse and _ taste, 


‘film should do well because of re- 
} cent public interest in ballet. A 
| series of dreams by a young bal- 
lerina gives ample opportunity for 
| Modinative dance sequences. Good 
baily might make this pay off in 
some U. S. arty situations. 

| The young ballerina in this 
story has four men in her life. A 
dashing youthful, petty thief, a 


‘fumbling jeweler, an aging pro- 
duccr and a young dancer. She 


Creams about her life with each 
|The titthe ballerina, after finding 
| her ene love to be false, devotes 
| hercel® to the dance. 

' Though the story is slight, Lud- 


wig Berger's tasteful rt ee 


gives the film charm. There is a 
fine understanding of the ballet 
in this fim, numbers never being 
static. Lensing is slick and editing 
| fine. Violette Verday is excellent 
'in both the dance and thesping de- 
partments. Remainder of the cast 
is adequate with Gabrielle Dorziot 
‘standout as the understanding 
aunt. Reported that title may be 
' changed if and when distributed in 


the U. S. since another film of 
same tag already has been re- 
leased there. Mosk. 





Taxi di Nottie 
(ITALIAN) 
(Musical) 
Rome, Sept. 19. 


Cinefilm release of Gallone production. 
Stars Beniamino Gigli. Directed by Car- 
mine Gallone. ‘Screenplay, Aido de Bene- 
detti based on story by Bruno D’Agostino; 
camera, Aldo Giordani Previewed in 
Rome, Italy. Running time. 100 MINS. 
Nello Spadoni Beniamino Gigli 
Laura Morani Danielle Godet 
Alberto Franchi Philippe LeMaire 
Luisa Forenti Virgina Belmont 
Forenti l’Industriale.. Carlo Ninchi 


Mr. William Simon William C. Tubbs 
Signoura Forenti lone Morino 
Conte Tattini ; Aroldo Tiere 
Major Domo ..Giuseppe Varni 


“Night Taxi” is a light musical 
with & gay background and with 
operatic tenor Beniamino Gigli at 
his vocal best in a comedy role. 
Able castand good music plus 
interesting Roman _ backgrounds, 
never seen in the more morbid 
Italian films, should make 
a tairly good foreign pic if heavily 
plugged. 

Gigli sings several tunes and is 
betier than ever in a comical char- 
acter. 

Story is a 
Story 
Gigli is the 


supposed true-life 
cabbie who warbles 
opera for his patrons for extra 
tips: Whole story ‘transpires in 
48 hours, beginning with a birth- 
day party being given for him 
by his friends. Offered an opera 
contract to sing in the U.S., Gigli 


this | 


of a cab driver who sings. } 


| 


| Picture 


Grosses 


— oe 




















| SAN FRANCISCO (D.C. Dull But ‘Doorway’ 
(Continued from page 


of Oklahoma” (Rep). Passable $13,- 
000 or near. Last week, “Sleeping 
City” (U) and “Blazing Gunfire” 
(Lip), $12,500. 

United Artists (No. Coast) (1,208; 
/ 55-85) — “Return Jesse James 
(Lip). Fair $8,000 or less. Last 
week, “Admiral Was A_ Lady 
(UA), $7,000. 

Stagedoor (Ackerman - Roscner) 
(370: 85-$1)—““Woman Of Dolwyn” 
Last 


(Indie). Moderate $3,000, 
week. “Faust And Devil’ (Indie) 
(2d wk), $2,000. 

Clay ‘Rosener) (400; 65-85) — 
“Bond Street” ‘Indie) (2d wk). 
Holding near $2,500. Last week, 
$2.800. 

Larkin ‘Rosener) (400; 65-85)— 
“Mons. Vincent” (Indie) (reissue). 
NSH $2,300. Last week, “Bond 


Street” (Indie), $2,400. 


United Nations (1.150; 85-$1)— 
“No Way Out” (20th) (2d wk). 


Down to $5,500. Last week, okay 


$10,000. 


‘ROSE’ HUGE $26,000, 
MONT’L; ‘FURIES’ 156 


Montreal, Oct. 3. 
here this session is 
“Black huge at Loew’s. 
“The Furies” also is great at the 
Capitol. “Cariboo Trail,” also 
new, is very strong at Imperial. 
Estimates for This Week 
Palace ‘(C.T.) (2,625; 34-60) 
“White Tower” (RKO) (2d wk). 





Big news 


Rose,” 


’ 


Down to $8,000 following big first - 


at $16,000. 
Capitol 
“Furies” 


(C.T.) (2,412; 34-60) 
(Par). Great $15,000. Last 


thinks it is a gag. A series of mis® Week, “Broken Arrow” (20th) (2d 


|} adventures leads to Gigli finally 
| agreeing to start his operatic career 


|in Ameriea. Before the deal is 
completed, he loses his big chance. 

Gigli puts real flavor into his 
cabbie role. Danielle Godet, an 


attractive ingenue from France, 
and Philippe LeMaire please as the 
voung lovers. William C. Tubbs, 
as the impresario speaking Italian 
with a N. Y. accent, garners some 
laughs. Direction by Carmine Gal- 
lone keeps film going at an easy 
pace, Tubb. 

















ELE-RKO 
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‘such a decision ‘the high court’s) 


ithe law would be respected, but 
such has not been the ease in! 
|; metropolitan N. Y. Contrary to 
i repeated promises of  reiorm, 


i Loew's and RKO have by their 
‘persistent collusive practices con- 
‘tinued to virtually exclude 

pendently-produced pictures trom 
| the N. Y. market.” 

Alleged exclusion of ELC from 
the prior-run market damaged the 
| plaintiff in the amount of approx- 
_imately $5,060,000, the complaint 


ly trebled under the anti-trust 
‘laws. The conspiracy to monopol- 
|ize the trade, ELC alleges, goes 
| back to “sometime prior ‘to 1944” 


and has continued to the present. | 


| RKO and Loew’s circuits are 
charged with refusing to engage in 
| competition with each other for the 
product of any distributor 
prior-run houses. Additionally, the 
' distrib defendants are charged with 
agreeing with each other and with 
the two chains on a. non-competi- 


tive division of their films in the. 


area, pursuant to which RKO prior- 

; run theatres take only the product 
;of RKO, 20th-Fox, Warners and 
| half of U, with Loew’s getting the 
|films of Loew's, Paramount UA, 
‘Columbia and the other half of U. 
| AS a means of preserving the 
‘alleged monopoly, ELC states, the 
|two circuits give the defendant dis- 
tribs’ product substantial playing 
time on preferential run and clear- 
ance terms: With the result that 
most of the pictures of the inde- 
pendent distributors are complete- 
ly excluded from all access to the 
|prior-run theatres. Pooling §ar- 
rangements with otherwise: inde- 
pendent exhibs also contributed to 
the restricted competition, the com- 
| plaint declares. 

ELC’s baitery of lawyers in the 
case includes William L. MeGov- 
jern, of Washington. former assist- 
ant attorney general in charge of 
the anti-trust division, Depariment 
of Justice; Seymour Krieger, Mc- 
Govern’s associate, and Robert L. 
Augenblick of N. Y. 
| Also listed as plaintiffs are Eagle 


Lion Studios, E-gle Lion Filme. 
PRC Productions and Pathe In- 
, dustries. 


inde- , 


asserts, with this sum automatical- | 


for 


wk), $14,000. 


Princess (C.T.) (2,131; 34-60) — 
“Forbidden Journey” (UA) (2d wk). 
Fair $8,000 after sock $14,000 
opener. 

Loew's (C.T.) (2.855; 40-65) 
“Black Rose’ (20th). Smash $26.- 
000. Last week, “Three Little 
Words” (M-G) (3d wk), $16,000. 

Imperial ‘C. T.) (1.839: (34-60)— 
“Cariboo Trail” +20th) and “Bunco 
Squad” (20th). Lofty $10,000. Last 
week, “Eagle and Hawk” (Par) 
and “Flying With Music” (Par), 
$7,500. 


‘Copper’ Bright $13,000, 
Buff; ‘Tea’ Solid 176 


Buffalo, Oct. 3. 
Biz is perking at many first-runs 
here this stanza. “Copper Canyon” | 
shapes big at the Center. “Tea for | 





Two” is hot at Paramount while 
Pc og of Own” is okay at the Buf- 
falo. 


Estimates for This Week 


Ruffalo ‘Loew’'s) (3,500: 40-70)— | 


“Life of Own” (M-G). Good enough 
$13,500 in 8 days. Last week, “The 
Men” ‘UA) and “Big Timber” 
(Mono), $16,000. 


“Tea for Two” (WB). 
000. 
(20th) plus Martin & Lewis show 
Onstage, smash $28,000. 
Center (Par) (2,100; 
“Copper Canyon” (Par). Big $13,- 
000 or near. Last week, “Three 
Secrets” (WB), fair $9,000. 
Lafayette (Basil) (3,000; 40-70) 
'—"“Convicted” (Col) and “When 
Smiling” (Col). Good $10,000. Last 
/week, “Saddle Tramp” (U) and 
'“The Avengers” (Rep), same. 
Century (20th Cent.) (3,000: 40- | 
_70)—“Underworld Story” (UA) and 
“Triple Trouble” ‘Mono). 
'$9,000. Last week, “Woman on | 
{ 


Tasty $17,- 


40-70)— 


Pier 13” (RKO) and “Rock sé 
Trail” (Rep), $10,000. hes 





PORTLAND, ORE. | 


‘Continued from page 11) 


(EL) and “Federal Man” (FL). | 
‘Oke $6,000. Last week, “Destina- | 
‘tion Moon” (EL) and “Golden 


Gloves Story” (EL), nifty $9,000. 
Paramount (Evergreen) (3,400; 
_50-85)—"Sunset Boulevard” (Par) 
and “Woman Pier 13” (RKO), also 
Oriental. Fancy $10.500 or near. 
Last week, “Tea for Two" (WB) 
and “Side Show” (Mono), $9,500. | 
United Artists (Parker) (890; | 
90-85)—““Summer Stoek” (M-G). 
Sock $10,000 or over. 
\“Lady Without 


L Passport” 
slim $4,500. 


(M-G), 





Named Col. Title Mer. 
Minerva Weisel is new manager 
of Columbia, Pictures’ tithe denart- . 
ment, repiacing Mrs. Natalie Com- 
den. 'Laiter resigned last week to 

wed James Shapiro of Bosion. 
Previously Miss Weisel was as- | 


i sistant to Mrs. Comden. 


Paramount (Par) (3,000; 40-70)— ' 


Last week, “Cariboo Trail” | 


Modest | 


<4 


Last week, | 


_ Plus Vaude High $20,000; 
| T abd Oe Z é ? 
| “City’ 96, ‘Heaven’ 126 
| Washington, Oct. 3. 
Main stem biz continues dull for 
second consecutive week. Mid-town 
exhibs were hurt by the Louis- 
Charles fight and rainy -spell last 
week. Current round looks even 
bleaker, despite balmy weather. 
“Devil’s Doorway” plus vaude, at 
Loew’s Capitol shapes as best bet. 
“My Blue Heaven” at Loew's 
Palace is only okay. “Sleeping 
City” at Keith's, is rated fair. 
Estimates for This Week 
Capitol (Loew's) +2,434; 44-85)— 
“Devil's Doorway” (‘(M-G) plus 


vaude. Lively $20,000 but not up 


to hopes. Last week, “Foreign 
Legion” (U) plus vaude, $16,000. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,939; 44-74) — , 
“Sleeping City” (U). Fair $9,000. 
| Last week, “So Young, So Bad” 
(UA), same. 

Metropolitan (Warner) (1,163; 
44-74)—"‘San Quentin” (WB) and 
“Aleatraz Island’ (WB) ‘reissues). 
Poor $4,000 even for oldies. Last 


week, “David Harding” ‘Col) and 
“Isle of Samoa” (Col), sickly $4,- 
000 for brace of first-runs. 

Palace (Loew’s) (2,370; 44-74)— 
“Blue Heaven” (20th). Okay $15,- 
000. Last week, “The Men” ‘UA), 
disappointing $14,000. 

Playhouse (Lopert) (485; 50-85) 
—"‘No Way Out” (20th) (3d. wk). 
Pleasant $5,000 after less than ex- 
pected $6,000 last week. 

Warner (WB) (2,164; 44-74) — 
“Three Secrets’? (WB). Sluggish 
$12,000, with critical pans hurting. 
Last Week, “Petty Girl’ (WB), 
$13.000. 

Trans-Lux (T-L) (654; 44-80)—~ 
“Destination Moon” ‘EL) (7th-final 
wk). Petering out to $4,000 after 
$4,500 last week. 


Selznick-Korda 


7. 














Continued from page 


bitration in New York. When a 
feud. developed over the decision 
of the arbitrator, Robert P. Patter- 











son, the disputants were finally 
ordered by the federal court to 
settle. 


They settled part of-the affair 
with release of the escrow coin 
here to Korda and by the latter's 
turning over a print of “Farth’ 
‘to Selznick in the U. S. Now Korda 
is claiming that large additional 
sums are due him, which Selznick 
denies and refuses to pay. 





~ Alan Young as ‘Clarence’ 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 

Booth Tarkington's “Clarence” 
has been picked by Paramount to 
star Alan Young as his first picture 
on that lot. It will be produced by 
Robert Welch. 

This will be the third time the 
Tarkington story has been filmed 
by Paramount. It was a silent pic- 
ture in 1922 and discovered its 
voice in 1937. 


‘New York Theatres | 























Midright Festure 
N ghtly 


DARAMOUNT 





——> RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL 


Rockefeller Center 


Jane WYMAN @ Kirk DOUGLAS 
Gertrude Lawrence @ Arthur Kennedy 


“THE GLASS MENAGERIE’ 
Distributed by Warner Bres. 
Spectacular Stege Presentation 
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It’s the reason that NBC has , : ‘ . special needs of egment of th 
‘for her  five-times-a-week com-| SP eds of a segment 0 e 

been unable to get off*the hook total population of the area in a 
with its expensive Phil Harris- mentary show, Mrs. Eleanor Roose- more effective manner than has 


| Alice Faye show (with the web velt is guaranteed $1,500 a week,| heretofore been possible. Once a tt 


" pro ov adh ny tae yy! a with graduated income based on} sound financial basis has been : 

week to the duo, currently playing +s : created for the FM _ broadcaster 
é . Spurts With 2/3 “sustaining time”), or with “Duf- number - eens Rue through added revenue derived 
629,600 representing a 16.5% hike 'fy's Tavern.” Both are being of- | Since show will also be syndicated | ¢-51, multiple services, he will have 


over the previous August. NBC | fered at bargain prices, Phil Harris to the web’s other 0.&o0. stations, | the means to provide a better pub- 
was 1.0° under for the month; reportedly on a “make us an offer” | she’ll also share in that aspect of | lic service on the main channel, 
ABC had a decline of 11.0%, and PONSOFS basis, and Ed Gardner at $10,000, | | which will remain unaffected by 


Four Network Billings | WFBS ALARM) [How to Resolve Plight of FM H 
FOR AUGUST 9 * . e 
ate B’casters Going Around in Circles 
Oe -ciiesxeseuds penaeeaes $4,629,600 +16.5 ’ 
ae EE a ta —_ Washington, Oct. 3. 
SRK 4 cis sae adannics 1.093.200 —2'4 Network executives have been ae a It seems that everybody has a 
jae |alarmed over the “hidden factors” aseba nownow different solution for the problems 
$12,553,580 43.2 junderlying the scarcity of radio Mel Allen came up with a of FM. The broadcasters say it’s 
——— ‘clients these days. The quietus| -rare bit of radio showmanship, pretty much a muatter of sets. In 
FOR FIRST EIGHT MONTHS |that has had the network sales on his WINS, N. Y., Yankees some quarters, it’s suggested that 
(Estimated) | Staffs in a vise over the past cou- coverage, it mediately follow- the most effective thing that can be 
| ple of months has been almost un- ing the Yanks-Philadelphia done for FM is for FCC to set a 
Ee i oa oo $45,217,100 +9.5 precedented, particularly coming game at Philly’s Shibe Park, termination date for the use of the 
NBC ...ccccecccccececcess 41,931,740 —1.1 |at the start of a new season that; on Thursday ‘28). AM band (chairman Wayne Coy 
ABC .. .ccccccccvcccccces: 24,054,723 —16.5 |invariably finds considerable jock- Because the Yankee pen- has proposed that television sta- 
Mutual ....cesceereceeeess 10,643,850 —15.1 |eying among program bankrollers.| nant was so dependent on the / tions in the present VHF band be 
enor Some of the network brass take outcome of the St. Louis- required to move into the UHF 
$121,847,413 —2.4 ithe position that the advertisers Detroit game, Allen had a di- | band with a reasonable time given 
ie ‘are deliberately boycotting the; rect wire te the St. Louis to amortize their investments). 
7 i a | webs in retaliation over the re-| Park, picking up the game The Muzak Corp. recently told 
|fusal of the webs to accede to de-| from the Shibe Park shower the Commission that the answer to 
ac 5 p IZ in ig { | mands of the Assn. of National Ad-| rooms. As Alen called the | FM is Subscription Radio, which 
9 9 | vertisers to shave rate costs. The plays, the commentaries of the would provide listeners program * 
: : | fact ~~ Ano vgs et _ gg ne ees: Py ee gl ro | Service minus commercials for a 
versy failed to materialize at last| rounde im cou e hear monthly fee. And last week, Multi- 
Months: Ausust Shows Biggest Gain week’s ANA meet in Chicago is re- | distinctly as they were hootin’ | plex Development Corp. of New 
os > |garded as the convincer that the| it up for Detroit’s opponents. York told the agency its system of 
7 ¢ 2 |strategy of the advertisers to “lay | on simultaneously transmitting two or 
CBS, — er ply vo lg + | low” had been evolved many weeks more programs on a single channel ; 
time sales racked up for | Irs! | back. ' “may well prove to be the solution 
eight months of 1950, is 9.57% | On Both Cheeks, Yet | The network chieftains are dis- 1 m(il Guarantee to the pth ne economic plight of | 
ahead of the corresponding period The French government has_ | turbed over their inability to close 9 ] the great majority of FM broad- | 
of 49. It’s the only network among granted the Legion of Honor |the wide-open sustaining gaps, .a | casters throughout the United 
the major four webs to register a| to Ted Cott, general manager | situation that in some ‘nstances has | States.” 
gain for the year In contrast, ABC,| of WNBC, N. Y., and chair- | induced the networks to set indi- | HH orsements | Citing the use of the “beep” tech- 
with $24,054,723, is 16.5% under| man of the cgnsultant commit- | vidual bargain-counter deals (rath- | | nique which various FM’ers are us- | 
the eight-months’ billings for '49,| tee of the ench Broadcast- | er than acquiesce to a blanket re- | | ing to provide subscription music : 
while Mutual, with $10,643,850, is| ing System in North America, | duction in rates for all comers). | ’ | services, Multiplex asserts that | 
15.1% below last year’s mark, | Kudo was made for his con- | And because the “era of deals” | rs S act | with its system a station can both 4 
NBC's nt 9 represents a | ch nda ps ge ge Py sone | has set in, the advertisers are bid- | 4 | broadcast with its main channel at 
slight drop—1.1%. | etween the U. S. and France | ing their time, deciding that they'd | 3i G 
The Columbia gain is regarded through the _ International catbar Sit it out for py longer; Under terms of the five-year ap sry ee ts ae | 
as unusual in view of the practigal ; Goodwill Network. ‘until the right deal for the right | contract signed by WNBC, the key | tion becomes two, threé, or perhaps ° 
stalemate attending AM network |show comes along. | NBC flagship station in New York, | four sub-stations, each serving the 


sales in recent months, with the 7 F ; 
web chieftains bemoaning the vir- | 
tual lack of any radio sales ac- S ali em 


tivities these days. 

CBS had its most impressive 
gain of the year during August, 
with the month’s gross sales of $4,- 

















; ; z | the sponsorship. Y 
Mutual was off 2.4%. but there are no takers. In any | , the additional multiplex facilities.” | 
mt It’s now two dow n and one to |at these offers. | by Ted Cott, WNBC general man- (Continued on page 38) 

m Swite S go as NBC’s “Operation Tandem” | There’s another factor which has | ager, gives the sponsors a “per- Pp N 
project got a new lease on life just poe age ag ange page sonal endorsement” supplemen- ) . can 
as the web was preparing to give | “panic. buying” currently existing ‘tary tie-in, permitting them to use NBC S 106 Hoo la AL 

Oka ed bh Tose | it’ the _heave. Two a ana oe are | in television. It's a known fact | Mrs. Roosevelt's picture and plug ta 
y y now willing to take the fling —|that TV is harboring many clients jn their other advertising media. 
American Home Products and Mars | (with bankrolls more adaptable to) ype Roosevelt tees off in the 
Arturo Toscanini sailed from | Candy — in the web's new sales-| lower-cost radio programming) 12:30 to 1:15 p.m. slot, Monday- or etwor eet 


Italy last week and is scheduled programming concept, whereby | who have no business in video. 2 , | 
to arrive in New York Oct. 10. | participating sponsors (at $400-| Whether or not it’s the desire to Son tiem caidas” Oe ie NBC h ACS 
He's finally given his blessing on /000 each for 13 weeks) will get get in on the ground floor is prob- | oasion, station plans to air celebra-| pudget ae lca ie a $10,000 Les 
the reshuffled NBC Symphony!a spot ride on five nights of lematical. A lot of them will get! {i,, festivities. (That 66 on the os Re Be rages 4 "4 : a r 
semester for the upcoming season | multiple programming. Toni may |their feet burned and it’s antici-| gia) (station number) provides sta-| en - —— _ ay at oe "he 5 
(he takes over the last week in come in as a third. pated that there will be a whole- | tion with some added promotion | White’ Sulphur. Ss as V : ; 
October}, with the program shift- | NBC won't inaugurate “Tandem” | sale exodus within coming months fodder). hablaiien — Bigg a = ; 
ing from Saturday 6:30 to 7:30 | without a third sponsor and even | when ratings are matched against | “irs Roosevelt will not do the clusive ~! the top array of NBC- sf 
to the Monday night 10-11 period, | then it will only be an abbreviated | ee nn This, in turn, commercials on her show, which | exclusive stars who are expected at 
and originating from the Manhat-! version of the original concept, to rae ge ll inv ue return to) replaces the Mary Margaret Mc- to trek down to Greenbriar to en- i 
tan Center, N. Y. Toscy, however, | embrace a half-hour of nightly | the, AM kilocycles. In “7 the! Bride program, which switches | tertain the delegates on a cuffo Rat 
doesn't want a studio audience. programming instead of the con- | ‘dio execs are banking on it. over to WJZ, N. Y., taking along’ pasis a: 
The famed maestro is still mull- | templated full hour. If the web her 19 clients with approximate | Norman Blackburn was brought ut 


ing a contract for another project- | succeeds in snaring another (it’s | , billing of $450,000. Plugs, instead, ; . 
ed tour of the country next spring ‘shooting for an Oct. 15 deadline), | Godfrey Will Emcee CBS will be handled by her “packager,” oth aol pr estes Ag Hag 


under RCA auspices, similar to last | the one-wheeled “Tandem” will get | One-Shot ‘Freedom’ Show son Elliott Roosevelt, who. also Opening night show will have a al 
| 




















season, but covering 22 cities not 4 teeoff on Sunday, Oct. 29, the | packages his mother’s Sunday : a} 

ce a 4% y, - a9, . nightclub at here, d nigh = 
previously visited. If Toscy as-|same night that the network | Wi h Ei h G | afternoon TV show on NBC. will ong na scan tec ing oll _ aN 
sents, it pose. a question who will -preems its long-heralded ‘Dream | it ennower uest third night a »angup star - pro- Beh 
ar the tour, Last season John | Show.” | CBS has preempted the Friday | duction. For the first night, the ‘ a 

‘est, RCA public relations veepee, 7 , 24 . ‘ : Bal 
was in charge, but West has been Under the three-sponsorship ar _night 9:30 to 10 time, originally as- | RCA P UBLIC RELATIONS Copacabana, N. Y., nitery Sine of Pk 


‘rangement, it will involve a half- girls will be flown down, with Phil 


named as the new Coast topper | ; , signed to “Broadway Is My Beat,” i 
ana : : ‘hour of the 90-minute Sunday , 53!8 y is My at, | TW Silvers emceeing. 
tor NBC to succeed Sidney Strotz. |“Dream Show”; a half-hour of the for a special one-shot “Crusade for | CHOICE DOWN T0 0 NBC’s premise: “There's nothing 


W . r Monday night NBC Symphony Freedom” show this Friday (6). Ar-| Frank Folsom, RCA prexy, re-| too good for the affiliates.” 
INS, N.Y., Picketing 


~ taped 





Orchestra concerts; 30 minutes of thur Godfrey will emcee and Gen. portedly has the field narrowed 








Lee “g 
cer open 














“Screen Directors Guild” Thursday Dwight Eisenhower is scheduled as gown to two on the successor to ° ? 

Resumed in Musicians night; either the Phil Harris-Alice | one of the speakers. John West as the new RCA public MacQuarrie Says CBS 4 
Faye show or “Duffy’s Tavern” | hg = pe bemi-Socumensry. | reistions chief. However, identity Ww q’ | 7506 Co os 
° (on Friday night, and a mysterioso with Irv Tunick scripting. “Free- of the two is being kept under ‘ee 
Firing as Court Assents program Saturday night. yong by mayer yee 7 — - "wraps. 8 P or . py A a 

elie aa : | get millions of churchgoers to af- +t i : h . a? 
A cee ae ee | [fix their signatures to the “free- Coast NBC chief as successor. to Of His ‘Noah Webster - 
American Federation of Musicians | CBS PACTS LUDEN’S AS | dom scroll” next Sunday (8). This Sidney Strotz, who is resigning. Hollywood, Oct. 3. ay 
has resumed after N. Y. supreme | scroll will accompany the 20-ton at present an RCA veepee, he’ll| Charging that they. took. his re 


court Justice Aron J. Steuer tossed | bell which will be shipped to Ber- get his NBC vp. stripes at the word too literally, Haven Mac- A 
out an injunction restraining the | 2D SINATRA SPONSOR lin for the ceremonies on Oct. 24 October meeting of the web’s Quarrie tossed $750,000 suit i i 








AFL union from picketing the! CBs last week wrapped up a Within the shadows of the Iron) poarg of directors. ‘against CBS, William Paley and a +: 

Crosley Broadcasting indie. |second sponsor for the new Frank | Curtain, reaffirming America’s half dozen John Does, charging | 
Dispute had developed last April Sinatra Sunday afternoon (5 to 6) | leadership in the quest for world | pirating of his idea and format of 

When WINS, at the termination of | gisk jockey show, with Luden's | Peace and universal freedom. Switch Mitch Benson '“Noah Webster Says.” In his com- 

its contract with the windjammers | pacting a deal to pick up a 15- The Oct. 24 ceremonies will be |plaint, MacQuarrie alleged that 

union, decided to use records ex-| minute segment. Program tees off | shortwaved by CBS In its constantly expanding Columbia's “We Take Their Word 

Clusively and not to employ any |this Sunday (8), the day after’ ‘ video operation, NBC is moving |is a clear carbon of “Noah. * 

musicians. Sinatra preems his hour-long TV | Rickey as CBS Gabber Mitchell Benson over from AM MacQuarrie charges that he “BS 
Judge Steuer’s decision revers- | stanza on the same web. into the managership of TV talent | mitted his word quizzer to C 


ing the ruling of a lower court, Luden’s bankrolling commences Branch Rickey, prexy of the! and prezram p* -rement. here but drew a pink slip. _Dam- 

held that there was a labor dispute | Nov. 26. Previously, CBS had Brooklyn Dodgers, has been inked| Benson has been business man-| ages asked represent impairment 

involved, saying that a labor dis-| signed Tintair, Martin Straus’ new , by CBS to report the World Series. | ager 0” the program department |to his future earnings from the 

pute exists whenever a union in| hair preperation company, to spon-| He'll spiel as a guest on Ed Mur- | for the p.:t 18 months, joining property. Dropped last season by 

the entertainment field is fighting | sor a quarter-hour of the Sunday row’s CBS newscasts, cross-the-| the web at the same time as Les- | his seven-year sponsor, ees : 

against I1bor-saving devices which | radio show. Latter client moves, board at 7:43 p.m., starting to- | lie Harris, eastern program di- | Quarrie brings it back to NB eh 
(Continued on page 38) in the third week in October. ! night (Wed.). ‘ rector, Oct. 14 as a sustainer. a 
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AFRA. Four Webs Open Negotiations, 


Announcer Demands Threaten Snag 


National negotiations opening to- 
dav (Wed.) between the American 
Federation of Radio Actors and 
the four networks—ABC, CBS, 
MBS and NBC—may hit a snag 
on demands for staff announcers. 
Bargaining for the latter has al- 
ready been taking place on the 
local level. 

The national 


negotiations will 
atso cover the commercial, sus- 
taining and transcription codes. 
However, because the stafl 
nouncers contracts have previously 


ane- 


alwavs been considered last, this 
vear it was decided to strengthen 
the staffers’ bargaining power by 
opening talks on their pacts first 
In the local bargaining, AFRA 
reports that little progress has 
been made. In New York, staffers 
are getting a basic minimum start- 
ing rate of $78 and $82 after a, 
vear in the present pact, which 
was inked four years ago. The 


union, which says netwerk staffers 
are getting less than the indies, 
has been demanding a $135 minl- 


mum, but the webs are offering a 
$3.25-$3.75 hike. 
A N. Y. membership meeting 


Thursday (28), at which the possi- 
bility of a strike was discussed, 
gave the staff announcers full sup- 
port and passed a resolution advis- 
ing the webs that the freelance 
agreements won't be settled apart 
from the announcers’ demands. 
AFRA is thus asking for a four- 
network, four-citv (N. Y., Chi, L. A 
and ‘Frisco) package. 

Significant point is that although 
wages and working conditions for 
staffers at present vary consider- 
ably in the four cities, AFRA is 
presenting uniform demands and 
is trying to standardize terms. In 


Chi, for example, staffers have a 
base of $115, but get no commer- 
cial fees for the first 12 quarter- 


hours of sponsored shows. Removal 
of the clause is being sought. In 
all cities the union is trying to get 
rid of the exclusivit: clause which 


bars staffers from working live 
on other stations. 

Because of the impasse which 
has been reached in the stalfers 
bargaining, AFRA has requested 
that the nets bring to Gotham 
their reps from the other cities. 
The staffer talks will run concur- 
rently with the national negotia- 


tions on the commercial, sustaining 
and transcription codes and there 
is a possibility that all may be 
merged. 


Nietsen Denied 
Change in Venue 


Philadelphia, Oct. 3. 
The A. C. Nielsen Co. must 
stand trial here in Albert Sin- 
dlinger’s $2.500000 sit against 
Nielsen and the C. FE. Hooper or- 





ganization. CU. S. district court 
Judee Guy Bard hes tossed out 
Sindlinger’s attempt to sue Niel- 
sen and his veevee. Henry A. Rah- 
mel. as indiy’duals. but rejected 
Nielsen’s move: to have the case 
dismissed or transferred to Chi- 
caso. 

The decision followed the pat- 


tern under which the distriet court 
had previously tossed out Sindling- 
er’s suit against Hooper individu- 
allv. while ho'ding the corporation 


subject to Philadelphia jurisdie- 
tion. Sindlinger’s attornev said 
that both Hooper and Nielsen | 


would be unable to avoid appear- | 


| 
} 
} 


Toni’s Twin (AM-TV) Coin 


Chicago, Oct. 3._ 
Tatham-Laird is building media 
plans, expected to include exten- 





sive radio-TV budgets,. for new 
Toni products which the agency | 
takes over the first of the year. 


Foote, Cone & Belding will con- 
tinue to handle the Toni home per- 
manent advertising -and other Toni 
products currently on the market 


Godfrey Gets a Rival 
Station Cincy Pickup In 
McCarthy Time Snag 


Cincinnati, Oct. 3. 
Beginning next week, Arthur God- 


frev’s*CBS morning show will be 
divided for airing by WKRC, the 
web's affiliate, and WSAI, ABC 
outlet, in the Cincy area. 

WKEC will carry the first 45 
minutes and follow with Tom M¢e- 


Carthy’s 11 a.m. newscast, a per- 
manent feature for 10 years. Then 
WSAI will take over for the last 


half hour of the Godfrey program, 
requiring dial switches for its fol- 
lowers. 

WKRC _ transcribed 
the latter part of Godfrey's show 
and played it back at 4 p.m. When 
the station joined CBS five years 
ago, the understanding was that 
MeCarthy’s established 11 a.m. 
spot would not be interrupted. 


Previously 


This vear Godfrey’s sponsors 
deemed that his show run live for 
the full time and the switchover to 
WSAI was readily arranged with 
its manager, Robert M. Sampson. 





Framer Pattern Strikes 
It Rich at Expositions 


Boston, Oct. 3 

CBS’ “Strike It Rich.” which 
this week is or:ginating from the 
New England Food Exposition 
here, points up the new field 
which audience participation stan- 
zas finding at fairs and ex- 
positions. Jvhnny Olsen's “Lunch- 
eon Club” on ABC has frequently 
been toured and John Reed King, 
who emcees a brace of CBS give- 
aways. makes appearances with a 
troupe at conventions and similar 
affairs. 

Walt Framer Productions. which 
packages “Strike It Rich,” is also 
having the crew stage non-broad- 
cast editions of Framer’s “Have 
You Got It?.” which has been an- 
gled for TV. idea is to pre-test a 
program idea for video by playing 
it before large audiences. “Got It” 
may eventually be syndicated to 
local stations, with the latter pro- 
vided with script and prizes. 


WNYC’s Art Festival 


WNYC. New York’s municipal 
station, is prepping an Art Festival, 
similar to its annual Musie Festi- 
val, during which it will air 100 
programs on various phases of art. 


are 





Festival, headed by Seymour Sie- 
gel, will include gallery tours. dis- 
cussions, quizzes, talks and inter- 
views with artists. 


/ usual news shows, 
; is prepping a stanza in which great 
|names of the past will be “inter- 


Stein Song 
Ithaca, N. Y., Oct. 3. 
WHCU, Cornell University- 
owned station here, has 
ditched a long-standing taboo 
and will now accept commer- 
cials for beer. 
Policy switch was given 
okay by university's board of 
trustees. 


KSTP Strike May 
Get D.C. Airing 


Minneapolis. Oct. 3. 

The long, drawnout KSTP strike 
here may get a Congressional air- 
ing when the nation’s lawmakers 
resume work Nov. 27 in Washing- 
ton. 

Representative Wier ‘D., Minn.) 
said last week that he expects the 
House interstate and foreign com- 
merce committee to hold hearings 
then on a joint resolution intro- 
duced by him to cancel the KSTP 
television license and give it to 
another operator. 

At present, television permits 
here, as elsewhere. have been 
frozen by the FCC. There are two 
applications on file, however. One 
is by WLOL, the Atlass Mutual 
station, and the other by Beck 
Studios, operators of the Twin City 
Television Lab, a school for AM 
and TV personnel. 

The count on which KSTP hear- 
ings may be initiated is the law 
specifing that licenses are to be 
granted only as long as the public 
interest and convenience is served. 
Rep. Wier’s resolution charges that 
KSTP, which was struck last spring 
by the AFL Radio Technicians 
union, has “consistently failed to 
operate in accordance with the re- 
quired standards.” ° 

The resolution therefore would 
direct the Federal Communications 
Commission to revoke the license 
and grant .the permit to another 
station. 

According to some sources, the 
action for Congressional hearing 
of the KSTP case was taken by 
the Minneapolis Central Labor 
Union. 


ABC’S GRID SPLIT FOR 
BRACE OF SPONSORS 


Unusual split-network 
ment has been worked out 
Saturday ‘afternoon 
casts on ABC. Starting Saturday 
the U. S. Air Force will take 
over as bankroller on selected sta- 
tions, while Sylvania Electric is 
backing the series in television 
markets. 

Details. were worked out by 
Grant agency for the USAF and 
Kenyon & Eckhardt, for Sylvania. 











arrange- 
for the 
college grid- 


(7), 





‘Interviews’ With Past 
Names Prepped by WNEW 


In tine with its expansion of un- 
WNEW, N. Y., 


viewed” on current problems. with 
their actual words being applied to 
present-day events. Indie is look- 
ing for actors who have plaved the 
historical] figures, such as Raymond 
Massey reading Lincoin quotes, 
ete. 

Titled “If They Were Here.” the 
show will also point up the Ameri- 
can heritage of the fight for free- 
dom. 

















ing in Philadelphia court. but that | 


Nielsen would “undoubtedly trv 
other tactics to delay the proceed- 
ings.” 

Suit was ireepted in March by 
Sindlinger and the Electronic Ra- 
dox Corp. It alleges that Nielsen 
and Hooper or spired to “create 
a monopoly” in the field of audi- 
ence measurement and that Niel- 
sen’ made “improper use” of the 
patent office t. block the Radox 


patent and also disuaded potential | 


investors and clients from support- 
ing Sindlinger. 





Tom Stewart’s New Post 
Nashville. Oct. 3. 

Tom Stewari, publicity-promo- 

tion director of WSM here, has re- 

signed to 


take over direction of | 
programming at WSIX, in this 
city. He'll also handle publicity 


and promotion. 


(OCT 


Radio Premieres 


4-14) 


Following is a list of shows. either new or returning after a 
summer hiatus, scheduled to preem on the four major networks 


during the next 10 days: 


OCT. 4 


Groucho Marx Show. NBC, 9 p. m. 


through BBD&O. 
Bing Crosby Show. 
Cunningham & Walsh. 


CBS, 9°30 p.m. 


DeSoto-Plymouth Dealers, 


Chesterfield cigarets, via 


Dollar a Minute. CBS, 10 p.m. Sustaining. 
OCT. 6 
oa of Riley. NBC, 10 p.m. Pabst Beer, through Warwick & 
uegler. 
OCT. 7 


Refreshment Time ‘Morton Downey). 


Cola, via D’Arey. 


Judy Canova Show. 


Edgar Bergen Show. 


CBS, 10:30 a.m. Coca- 


Dennis Day, NBC, 9:30 p.m., Colgate. through Bates. 
NBC, 10 p.m. 
OCT. 8 

CBS, 8 p.m. 


Colgate, through Ted Bates. 


Coca-Cola, through D’Arey. 


OCT. 10 


Fanny Brice Show. 


j gerald & Sample, 


NBC, 8:30 p.m. 


Tums, via Dancer, Fitz- 





From the Production Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Hubbell Robinson, Jr., CBS program veepee, to Washington over 
weekend for huddles with Columbia newsmen....Art Hayes, CBS’ 
Frisco veepee (KCBS), and Howard Meighan, web’s L.A. top adminis- 
trator, back to Coast after week in New York headquarters George 
Crandall (CBS press chief) to his upstate New York farm for a two- 
week vacation A few weeks ago Sammy Kaye heard Lola Fisher on 
Ted Mack's “Original Amateur Hour.” On Oct. 2 she joins Kaye’s orch 
as singer, starting a series of one-nighters at Cheswick, Pa. Al 
Durante, J. Walter Thompson's radio-TV drumbeater, off this week on 
his annual coast-to-coast trek. 


ABC flack Henry Lewis has shifted to CBS District of Columbia 
Medical Society tonight (Wed.) presents kudos to CBS’ “Dr. Christian” 
Jean Hersholt Phil Bernstein replaces Bill Berns as WJZ premotion 
director, with latter moving over to Kenyon & Eckhardt Bob Heller, 
CBS program director, back in town Monday (2) after four weeks at 
Martha’s Vineyard Current Satevepost has a piece saluting ABC 
gabber Rebert Montgomery’s drive vs. racketeering Thesper Ed 
Begley again in Gotham after working in six Hollywood films 
CBS’ “Strike It Rich” originating in Boston Garden this week in con- 
junction with New England Food Exposition Community Chests will 
give an award to Johnny Olsen on his Philip Morris show today ‘Wed.) 

James C. Resor, formerly McCann-Erickson time-buyer, has joined 
Emil Reinhardt agency in Oakland, Cal. Craig McDonnell joins 
“Backstage Wife” Peggy Stanley and Al Hodge new to “Young Wid- 
der Brown” Richard Newton added to “Front Page Farrell”... 
tadio Executives Club shifts from the Hotel Roosevelt to the Waldorf- 
Astoria, for its new chicken-and-chatter lunch season. Gen. Lucius Clay 
tees off at the opener tomorrow (Thurs.) Claire Wirth has been 
upped to ass’t to Mike Roshkind, ABC special events director... . Nila 
Mack, creator of CBS’ “Let’s Pretend.” addresses Long Beach parent- 
teachers group Monday (9) Mary Margaret McBride and Dick Koll- 
mar guested on WMGM’s “Books on Trial” last night (Tues.). 





Herald Tribune critic John Crosby has penned a novel ,about a md- 
west police reporter who moves into the cafe society set Broadcast 
Advertising Bureau today (Wed.) wins the Direct Mail Ad Assn. “best 
of industry” prize for its mail material Joyce Gordon has been se- 
lected for femme lead on MBS’ “Mark Trail”....Martin Starr, WINS 
film critic, has revived his series commenting on legit Donald D. 
Axt has been appointed northeast sales rep for RCA Thesaurus, re- 
placing Addison Amor (who has joined WCMB, LeMoyne, Pa.) i 
Rosalie Krause, of WMGM continuity, leaving Loew’s after 20 years. 
She marries Samuel L. Epstein next month Gene Kirby, who has 
been doing some of Mutual’s “Game of the Day” broadcasts, has been 
appointed WINS sports director. 


MBS sports director Paul Jonas narrowly escaped death when the 
private plane in which he was returning from a grid game cracked up 
outside Columbus, O., Saturday (30). Pilot was killed, but Jonas’ in- 
juries were slight Abraham & Straus dept. store has bought a news 
strip on WHLI to plug its Garden City branch....William E.\ Berch- 
told, exec veepee of Foote, Cone & Belding, will chair the business- 
men's committee for the N. Y. Boy Scout drive Charles Frederick 
Paul, AM-TV conductor, leaves this month to guest-baton three major 
European symphs Lee Motors will back Bert Knapp’s weekly sports 
summaries Saturdays on WMCA Julie Bennett into MBS’ “Nick 
Carter” Sunday (8) and a featured role on ABC-TV’s Chico Marx show 
Monday (9) Thesper Jim Lipton back from seven months in Europe 
with wife Shirley Blane, who was over for three months Ed Downes, 
director of the Johnny Oison program, back at work after a hospital 
siege due to jaundice and gallstones. He's due for an operation soon 
for the latter complication. 


Al Stetson, former night operations supervisor at NBC, is now direc- 
tor at WNBC Tom Flanagan, director of the National Assn. of Radio 
Station Reps, recuping from his siege of ‘pleurisy Ed Begley and 
Peggy Lobbin icatured on “Armstrong Theatre” Saturday (7) Claude 
McCue, L. A. exee secretary of AFRA, in town for the big web nego- 
tiations A girl, their third child, born to the Sandy ‘Young Dr, 
Malone’) Beckers Friday (29) Comic Tim Herbert’s son Dickie mak- 
ing his air debut on WOR’s “Junior Celebrities” Sunday (8). 


Peggy Brown, WOV publicity assistant, and Joe Petralia, siation’s 
music librarian, are copyrighting their new tune, “Never Tell Your 
Love’”’. WINS will broadcast the World Series under a ruling by 
Baseball Commissioner A. B. “Happy” Chandler which permits station 
broadcasting the season games of a pennant winner to air the series.... 
Sidney N. Wagner, formerly director of research for Broadcast Musie, 
Ine., has formed a new research outfit, Professional Marketing Services, 
providing market counseling and statistical analysis aid. 


IN HOLLYWOOD... 


NBC couldn't kindle any sponsor interest in Charles Boyer so they're 
moving him out for a cheaper show. His price is too steep for a matince 
strip so that talk petered out, too Alexander Botts, the Earthworm 
Tractor man of Satevepost fame, is being brought to life by Robert 
Cummings. NBC is cutting an audition record George Fisher, who 
has been gabbing about Hollywood for 15 vears, has been made motion 
picture editor of CBS. What’s that? Bart Marshall will be adven- 
turing -~again in “Man Called X” on NBC Camp shows are coming 
over the wires again. On the “Fighting 40th Revue” from Camp Cooke 
are Andre Previn, Metro pianist-gomposer; Tom Brown, former fiim 
star now a captain, and Burt Wenland, son of King Adolph, the give- 
away king....Paul Franklin took leave of “Red Ryder.” which he 
writes and produces, to meet with executive council of Radio Writers 
Guild in New York. He's the national prexy....Cal Smith, manager 
,of KFAC, the music station, holds that politicals don’t soothe, so he’s 
, turning away all office-seekers and incidental revenue NBC's traffie 
, supervisor, Bill Loudon, received his greetings from Uncle Sam 
| Entire “Luigi” troupe goes east to take aboard Frank Sinatra in re- 
turn for J. Carroll Naish doing a bit on his TV show.... It’s party time 
at the Wheelock agency. Diana Bourbon was given a retirement wassail 
and Walter O'Keefe rated a fete for his 20 years in radio and 10 at 
the helm of “Double or Nothing”. 


IN CHICAGO... 


| WMAQ, Chi NBC key, is spotting 2.600 car cards plugging local and 
/net shows as part of a three-month promoiion drive under ad-promotion 
| manager John Keys Gabber George Watson starts his 15th vear at 
WBBM this month... .Winslow Uebel, formerly with Tatham-Laird and 
Buchen ad agencies joins NBC's ad-promotion staff, replacing William 
Connolly, who has resigned to join WMBM, Miami, Fla., sales staff 
_Ed Kobak in town for ANA confab last week....Jack Farnell takes 
over direction reins on NBC's “Quiz Kids” for Wade agency, filling slot 
vacated by Hunter Reynolds, who has ankled agency... Return show 
of Lawrence Welk’s “High Life Review” for Miller Brewing Co., aired 
on ABC from Milwaukee tonight.. John Hurley, Don Lee guest rela- 
tions chief, and wife, here on biz Joseph Strader moves up from 
traffic dept., at WBBM to take over continuity editor post, replacing 
Bob Hartman, who is moving to Coast....Ray Jones, Chi AFRA exec 
secretary, missing first week of network code parleys while hospitalized 
here with a penicillin reaction. ...NBC board chairman Niles Trammell 
jin town for huddies with Chi NBC execs. 
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~ Radio-TV Top 15 for N. Y. Area 


With a number of new or returning radio and television shows 
yet to bow in this season, the top 15 shows in the N. Y. Hooperat- 
anes for August and September reveal many of last year’s leaders 


gain topping the parade. 


Radio ratings in the metropolitan N. Y. 


eee were based on a random sample of all homes, while the TV 


ratings were based on homes with video sets. Following are 
Hooper's top 15 in both media for the two-month period: 
RADIO TELEVISION 

My Friend Irma ........ 8 Toast of Town 31.3 
Lux Radio Theatre 7.8 Saturday Night Revue ..... 29.6 
Godfrey’s Talent Scouts.. 7.7 Ford Star Revue .......... 18.7 
Bob Hawk any ore eee 7.6 i 2 i a a 18.1 
Richard Diamond ....... . ne PI bys OR ce aiid eateries 17.9 
Suspense 5. Kaige e+e ie. Break the Bank .......... 16.3 
Stop the Music .......... 65 Original Amateur Hour 15.4 
Theatre Guild ..... erere. °:. Lone Ranger .......s.se% .,4ae 
FBI Peace and War ...... 6.5 Leave It to Girls ....... Pree ee 
Bie Be nib vs ee kee see ee Hopalong Cassidy ......... 13.2 
Louella Parsons eee a ee 12.6 
Dragnet . hin eae he ee ae oe as a 12.3 
This Is Your FBI oe eee ee Stop the Music .......... ane 
Hallmark Playhouse ..... « me Tg!) ee rer 

and Mrs. North ...... 5.3 Al. 3 


Mr. 


Believe It Or Not 








Plenty of Newcomers in Market For 
Radio Stations, Despite TV's Upbeat 


Washington, Oct. 3. 

If television is discouraging peo- 
ple from going into the radio 
broadcast business, it’s hard to 
find any evidence of it. The FCC 
is still grinding out authorizations 
new sound stations and appli- 
cations are still coming in. The 
wonder of it is that engineers find 
available frequencies in.the dense- 
lv congested AM band which now 
holds over 2,300 stations. 

However they have to operate 
whether only on a daytime basis 
or through use of directional an- 
tenna to prevent interference with 
other stations on the same fre- 
quency, newcomers are going into 
the business. Nor does the fact 
that it may require some time to 
get permits make much difference. 
Applicants seem as willing as ever 
to go into hecrings to compete for 
desired trequencies, which means 
a wait of at least a year before 
the contest is decided. 

Indicative of the continuing in- 
terest in radio was last week's 
broadcast 
sion. The agency granted two per- 
mits for new AM stations (both 
daytimers), two for FM _ outlets 
(both metrepolitan class), and 

(Continued on page 38) 


Lew Weiss Begins 
Retaxing Friday 


tor 





Hollywood, Oct. 3. 
Lewis Allen Weiss ends his 20- 
year association with the Don Lee 


network Friday (6) when the public 
administrator and attorneys for 
the Thomas Lee estate are ex- 
pected to accept his resignation 
tendered last July. He is retiring 
from the company, of which he is 
board chairman, to clear the way 
for the new owners, who will be 
announced Friday when the high- 
est bid for the radio and television 
properties is determined. (See 
separate story). 

Weiss started with the Don Lee 
network in 1930 after a career in 
newspaper advertising. Except for 
the vears he was general manager 
of WJR, Detroit, Weiss devoted all 
his energies to building up the 
network after its CBS affiliation 

(Continued on page 38) 


PABST’S $750,000 
SPLURGE FOR BOUTS 


Pabst Beer, which is backing 
Wednesday night fights on CBS-TV, 
has added an AM spread on CBS. 
Brewer signed after seeing the ra- 
dio ratings on the Joe Louis- 
Ezzard Charles bout last Wedrfes- 
day (27) 

International Boxing Club 
matches will be aired Wednesdays 
at 10 p.m., and will originate from 
various cities. Pact, bringing CBS 
about $750,000 in AM and TV bill- 
ings, is via Warwick & Legler 
agency. 





+ 


actions by the Commis- | 





Falstaff’s ‘Big T’ Buy 


Falstaff Brewing has bought a 
half-hour weekly musical jamboree 
stanza, “Big T,”’ for airing on 52 
southern stations of Liberty Broad- 
casting System. Show will be aired 
Saturdays at 8 p.m., preceding 
play-byplay of the Louisiana State 
U. grid games. Series starts Sat- 
urday (7). 

A five-minute sports 
will also be backed by 
following the LSU 


Paley-Pauley Tug 
For Don Lee Setup 


summary 
Falstaff, 
broadcasts. 





Settled on Friday 


| portance of its work. 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 
This Friday (6) is Der Tag in 
the Bill Paley vs. 
blue chips bidding 
Lee enterprises 


for the Don 





|after Korea, 





MANY cTATI Ns Industry May Seek to Get Off Bias 


BAUR INTO FOLD) 


National Assn. of Broadcasters, 
which last year saw its membership 
rolls dip sharply, is beginning to 
sign up more members. 

NAB attributes it to an antici- 
pated better financial situation for 
the industry in the wake of a Ko- 
rean victory, but it would appear, 
too, that the heat is off in regards 
to the longtime feeling of many 
broadcasters vs. NAB. The indus- 
try association has done much in 
the past few months to re-cement 


relations, with the new general 
manager, William B. Ryan, aiding 
immeasurably. 

According to Ryan, last year’s 
decline was due to tough business 
conditions which impelled some 
members to drop out. Now with 


the anticipated general uptrend 


plus the need to fight 


|rate-cutting pressure from the 
Assn. of National Advertisers, addi- 
tional stations are signing up. In 


| including 


the past few weeks some 40 broad- 
casters kave joined, against a half- 
dozen exiting, with the additions 
some influential outlets 
such as WAVE, Louisville; WFAA, 
Dallas, and KABC, San A itonio. 


Ryan will make a_ two-week 
swing of New York City and mid- 
west stations starting next week. 


Gotham is considered an important 
concentration point 
several key indies, such as WNEW, 


WQXR and WOV, bowed out last 
year. 

Although Ryan is taking to the 
trail, keynote of the membership 


campaign is based on present mem- 
bers, through a “one cal club” in 
which each NAB-er will make at 
least one visit to a non-member. 
The stations will use a_ booklet, 
“NAB and You.” A slide-film pres- 
entation of the same material is 
being given at district meetings of 
the organization by public affairs 
director Robert K. Richards and 
government relations director 
Ralph W. Hardy. 

The aim is to convince not only 
those outside the trade group, but 
also those within it, of the im- 
Presentation 


| points up the value of NAB’s set- 


Ed Pauley | 


which will prob- | 


_ably go to the winner for a figure | 


on 


/CBS will 


i 


in excess of $10,000,000. For 
Friday that the bids will be 
with expectations that 
emegge as the winner, 


it’s 


opened, 


giving the network its long-sought- 


for Coast video setup. 

Involved in the Don Lee 
age,” in addition to the television 
station and its $3,000,000 Vine 
street plant, are the Don Lee radio 
network, the Lee mansion, and its 
accompanying 1,500 acres of land 
(which, however, is scheduled to 
be sold to the city as a rehabilita- 
tion center for Skid Row “pa- 
tients; a passenger plane, some 
small water craft, ete. 

CBS is primarily 
acquiring the video outlet and 
plans to take over the 
constructed TV studios as an ad- 
junct to its ow properties. The 
AM network will likely continue 
with its Mutual affiliation. 


Evangelist Buys 4186 
Radio Time on ABC Net; 
Nixing All Film Offers 


Minneapolis. Oct. 3. 

The Rev. Billy Graham, young 
evangelist attracting huge crowds 
at his revival meeting campaign 
and landing much front page news- 
paper attertion daily here, has 
bought $418,000 of radio time from 
ABC. At the same time last week 
he rejected an offer by Astor Film 
Corp. to play the lead in a pic- 
ture to be called “The Billy Sunday 
Story.” Previously, he says, he 
had refused two other pix offers 
and declared that “under no cir- 
cumstances” will he make a pic- 
ture. 

On Nov. 5, the 31-year-old revival 
preacher says he'll begin a coast-to- 

(Continued on page 38) 


“pack- 


interested in 





recently- | 


' for 


} tioner, 


ting up Broadcast Music, Inc., 
ing curb the American Federation 
of Musicians with the Lea Act, 
pigeon-holing the White Bill, shelv- 
ing the FCC Blue Book, cutting 
overtime pay for talent, furthering 
uniform audience measurements 
through BMB and winning the 
right to editorialize. 

NAB also is plugging the need 
for its publications and research in 
aiding management with emplovee 
relations, cost-control,. government 


relations, legal aid, engineering, 
etc. Value of Broadcast help is 


also underlined. 





inasmuch as | 


help- . 





CBS Seeking Ommerle Sub 


In Net Sales Under Karol s»'*e, 


CBS has on the agenda the ap- 
pointment of a suecessor to Harry 
Ommerle in network sales operat- 
ing under John Karol. Web is cur- 
rently on the prowl for a replace- 
ment 


Ommerle has been moved into 
the directorship of the TV _ pro- 
gram department, succeeding 
Charles Underhill, who becomes 
general manager of the depart- 
ment. 


FCC Okays 4956 
WDAS Deal, 3506 
Maizlish LA. Buy 





; Washington, Oct. 3 
Two major radio stations changed 
hands last week when the FCC 
gave approval to transfer plans. 
The William Goldman Theatres, 
Inc., relinquished ownership of 


WDAS in Philadelphia to Max M. 
Leon, Deal involved an outlay of 
$495.000. Leon is a candy manu- 
facturer and a director and con- 
ductor of the Philadelphia Pops Or- 
chestra Corp. 

Station KFWB in Los Angeles 
passed from the control of Warner 
Bros. to the KFWB Broadcasting 
Corp., owned 51° by Harry Maiz- 
lish and 49° by the Lansing Foun- 
dation. Sales price was $350,000. 

The Schine theatre of Albany, 
N.Y., was originally a party to the 
KFWB purchase but withdrew in 


arranged the financing through a 
loan from the First National Bank. 


+ Radio-television 


Hook by Accenting Americanism; 
Name Committee to Set Up Agenda 


from 


industry, 


all Angin is still foundering this 


week on what action it can take 
to combat political blackiisting, 
the projected establish- 
an industry-wide commit- 


out some solution to 
the problem. Out of the present 
conflict, however, may come some 
‘attempt by the networks, agencies 


tee to seek 


'and sponsors to get themselves off 


‘and the Government by 


| representatives of 
within the industry, 


| the 


| 


| would 


kind of hook with the public 
“accentu- 
ating the positive,” or stressing 
Americanism and the American 
way of life in all future program- 
ming. 

Setting up of the committee was 
voted unanimously Monday (2) by 
various groups 
who were con- 
Astor, N Y., at 
suggestion of the American 
Federation of Radio Artists. While 
doubt was expressed in some quar- 
ters that the committee actually 
ever start functioning be- 
cause of basic dissension on how 
it should handle the situation, 
other members of the group meet- 


any 


vened at tie Hotel 


ing at the Astor expressed convic- 
lion that some progressive meas- 
ures would result. In setting up 
the committee, the group noted 
that it “is of paramount impor- 
tunce to avoid enabling Commu- 
nists or Communist sympathizers 


to control or 
processes of 


influence any of the 
mass communica- 
tion,” but also stressed the need of 
a fair hearing for any performer 
charged with Red sympathies. 
Delegates, while passing the 
resolution unanimously, were ac- 
tually of accord only on the need 
to keep Communists out of the in- 
dustry. Considerable discussion 
arose, particularly within the 
ranks of AFRA members attend- 
ing. on the second point, report- 
(Continued on page 36) 





Station Owner's 


favor of the Lansing group which , 


The Foundation is a non-profit, tax | 


exempt New York philanthropic or- 
ganization, headed by David G. 
Baird, a Wall Street broker with 
directorships in various companies. 

Commission also okayed a merger 
plan by which the’ stockholders of 
WLOL in Minneapolis take over 
the ownership of KIOA in Des 
Moines. The deal involves an out- 
lay of $100,000 and transfer of 


; stock. 


WCOP’s ‘Community First’ Concept 
Gives ABC Affiliate Own Identity 


Boston, Oct. 3. 

While indie stations have found 
fertile fields in competing with net- 
works through specialization, web 
affiliates are faced with the tougher 
problem of keeping their own iden 
tification. More and more are 
learning it pays to underline local 
shows and community interest. 

WOR, Mutual’s New York outlet, 
does a big local news job and fre- 
quently bypasses MBS. sustainers 
its own stanzas. Another ex- 
ample is WCOP here, whose pro- 
gram director is Gene King, a 
WOR alumnus. King says that af- 
filiates have to program after their 
own local pattern and not merely 
carbon-copy the network's format, 
which means that the affiliate must 
question many web airers to see 
whether they really fit into the 
local setup. 

“Whereas some affiliates accept a 
program that the net suddenly 
gives a whambang plug on closed 
circuit and throw away their own 
show (which the program director 
tore his hair to build), WCOP 
records the first Show as an audi- 
and. decides later. If it 


turns out to be a clinker, WCOP 
doesn’t want to get caught with 

’ King says. 

In creating a character’ for 
WCOP, King carries as many as six 
hours of delayed broadcasts a week. 
When ABC decided to make Wed. 
nesday a mystery night and then 
had a change of heart, switching 
“Chandu” to Saturday, WCOP 
taped the show for Wednesday air- 
ing. Payoff was that eventually 
ABC reinstated the show in the 
Wednesday spot itself. 

Outlet has found mood and block 
programming successful. A_ Sta- 
tion-built strip, “Adventure at 
Seven.” preceding “Counterspy” 
and “Lone Ranger,” boosted rat 
ings for those web airers. While 
the chain airs “Mr. President” on 
Sunday afternoons, WCOP skeds 
it on Saturday eves after its “Quiz- 
down,” getting a ready audience 
from school kids. 


” 


Affiliates’ problems will be 
around for some time, King feels. 
Emphasis on national spot biz 


stresses the importance of creating 
strong local shows after dark as 
well as in daytime hours. 


Anti-Union Rap 


Washington, Oct. 3. 

A radio station owner’ was 
charged by the National Labor Re- 
lations Board Jast week with 
arousing her staff of announcers 
in opposition to union organization 
activilies of the engineers. A trial 
examiner's report cited a loyalty 
pledge, addressed to Christina M. 
Jacobson, owner of KVEC in San 
Luis Obispo, Calif., in which the 
announcers said that a —s of 
technicians would consist of com- 


bination men sseiasiiaaiant « aiaainane 
'cers), thereby eliminating straight 
staff announcers. The = station's 


manager and program director, the 
examiner said, helped arouse the 
announcers. 

The report found that “by fto- 
menting and participating in the 
preparation of the so-called loyalty 
pledge.” the station interfered with 
the rights of employees to bargain 
collectively. It recommended that 
the station cease and desist froia 
this and other interference and 
take affirmative action recognizing 
IBEW as the exclusive unit for the 
technicians. 


NBC GETS OK FOR TIME 
LOP ON ELECTION NEWS 


To avoid any possible wrangling 
over rebates or cancellations, NBC 
last week made an agreement with 
its clients and agencies carrying 
programs on Election night where 
by the web would be in a position 
to lop off from three to five min- 
utes of their shows for special elec- 
tion bulletins. 

Generally in the past, it the net- 
works’ move-in on shows exceeded 
five minutes, the client was en- 
titled tu a full rebate on the half- 


) hour. 
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Cable Allocations Still Likely To - 
Change in Wake of DuMont, ABC Blasts 


Pa yg Bare te ype gal sagt oe WOTV TRIMS GODFREY 
"FOR DUQUESNE MUSICAL 


operated this week according to | 
Pittsburgh, Oct. 3. 





the schedule set up by American 
Telephone & Telegraph but, with) 
both DuMont and ABC having filed | 
vehement protests against the allo- 


cations with the FCC, the schedule; First half-hour of Arthur God- 
may still be changed. Since the frey’s TV network show Wednes- 


previous contract expired Saturday 
(30), the two webs placed their 
time orders on the cables prior to 
the deadline the preceding Thurs- 
day but each specified they were 
doing so under protest. Thus, while 
the FCC turned down an original 
request by DuMont to arbitrate the 
intra-network squabble, it may be 
now forced to step in as arbiter. 


off by WDTV here and sold to Du- 
quesne Brewing Co., which 
to install its “Welcome Aboard” 
musical in that slot just as soon 
as Channel 3 gets its own studio 
and cameras in operation, prob- 
ably in another month or six weeks. 
In meantime, local beer outfit is 
holding down the time with a kine 


Protests by the two webs were revue, “Dixieland Show Boat.” 
summed up by Commander Morti- “Welcome Aboard” goes back on 
mer W. Loewi. director of the Du- the air Saturday (7) over KDKA 
Mont web, who claimed the inequi- and a regional network, including | 


Cleveland and Wheeling, after a 
summer layoff, but won’t be simul- | 
cast when video opens up here for 
the show. It’ll be presented twice 
weekly then, Wednesday nights on 
television and Saturday nights .on 


table allocations assigned by AT&T 
constitutes “delivery of TV to a 
two-network monopoly.” He 
charged that the schedule as insti- 
tuted by the phone company is “‘un- 
duly and unreasonably preferential 





and advantageous to NBC and the air. Format has been changed 
CBS,” pointing out that they are , somewhat, from show boat back- 
customers of the phone company ground to that of a night club, and 
“in the same class” as DuMont.| George Young and Marilyn Som- 
According to Loewi, the allocations | ers, with Bernie Armstrong’s band, 
“would put in the hands of 10 heading the cast. 

or a dozen great national firms— | 

mostly prior customers on major 

AM networks—the most effective 


CBS’ ‘Playbacks’ 


sales and advertising weapon busi- 
ness and industry has ever had.” | 
Illustrating his charges of mo-| 
nopoly, Loewi pointed out that of | 
399 hours each week between 6) 
and 11 p. m. under consideration 
on 12 legs of the cable, the AT&T CBS television plans to run an 
allocated 167 hours to NBC, 12112, hour-long filmed version Sunday 
to CBS, 5312 to ABC and 37 to, (8) of the Northwestern-Navy game 
DuMont. DuMont believes this al-; being played the previous day, in 
location, he said, “is an open viola-| what may be the first in a series 
tion of the FCC tariff rule which’ of this type of coverage of college 
(Continued on pa, : 40) | football games. Web has exclusive 

| TV rights this season to all home 


DeMille Looks Set | 


Columbia, but will televise only 
For 0G Series 





the World 


day nights from 8-9 has been lopped | 





plans | 


Not in the Script 


NBC this week is consider : 
ing turning to its many “pri- 
vate eye” radio and television 
characters to help solve a baf- 
fling mystery—who swiped an 
$1,100 silver coffee service set 


New Worry for Exhibs as TV Now 
Eyes (Via WNBT) Sat. Moppet Trade 





from the stage of Ben Grauer’s + 


Saturday night news roundup 


gene oN was made especially SHERMAN S AFT. TV 
for Savarin Coffee, which | PREEM SET FOR OCT. 16 


bankrolls the show via WNBT, 
the web’s key N. Y. outlet, 
by Jensen’s of Fifth avenue, 
N. Y. Savarin brought it to 
the studio for use in a com- 


Chicago, Oct. 3. 
Ransom Sherman moves _ into 
jhis regular afternoon slot on NBC- 





mercial but, during the usual |TV Oct. 16, taking over the 2:30 
mixup attending a preem (it to 3 p.m. (CST) period. Cross-the- 
happened Sept. 23), somebody board strip will follow comedy 
heisted the works. and musical format developed 





during Sherman’s eight-week sus- 
taining ride this summer in the 
“Kukla, Fran and Ollie” spot. 

The new Sherman series is get- 
ting full dress treatment with Chi 
| NBC-TV topper Jules Herbuveaux 
| personally taking over as pro- 
i'ducer. It was at Herbuveaux’s be- 
hest that Sherman returned to 
Chicago for his tele entrance. 
Team had worked together back in 
the thirties when Sherman’s lub 
Matinee” was one of NBC’s after- 
noon radio standbys. 

Bob Graham has been signed to 
take over the male singing chores 





TV Adjacencies 
Pose Headaches, 
Agency Squawks 


Chicago, Oct. 3. 
Advertising agencies buying ad- 
non-interconnected 


es 6 : : of the Chi-originated show, with , 
TV stations are going to investi- Nancy Wright, carryover from the 
gate more thoroughly on future summer series, set as femme warb- 


| buying, after discovering that a ae a Van Damme quintet also 
' stays on. 

few of the stations have been de- ~~ ; 
| Seca “adi ottaas Doug Johnson’ continues as 
|livering “adjacencies to adjacen- writer and idea man. Dave Brown 
| cies.” will direct. 


On Grid Games 


| Series has prompted the web to. 


the best of the three each week. 
Hollywood, Oct. 


Thus, if one of the other two teams 
| has an important game the same 
weekend, CBS may run a film on 
it the day following. 
This week, however, 
Myron Kirk, radio-TV oe ‘of 
the Kudner agency, is here from! 
N. Y. to wrap up the final details 
of the dramatic series for tele- | 
vision to be produced by C. B.} 
DeMille. Goodyear will sponsor, 
and production cost may approach | 
$50,000 a show. which will be aired 
every other week. Series will be | 


‘film the game. CBS has scheduled 
the Penn State-Army game Satur- 
day (7) but is committed to carry- 
_ ing the baseball game. AS a re- 
sult, sportscaster Red Barber and 
the CBS camera crew will stand 
by at West Point, coming on the 
air as soon as the Series game 
is completed. 

Northwestern-Navy game is to 


done live in N. Y. and network be filmed by CBS cameramen, with | 
with best time available will land | Barber and Dr. Mal Stevens, for- 
the plum. mer coach at Yale and New York | 


DeMille will personally produce | Univ. 
and narrate the telecasts and will | on the football play-by-play, do- 
be in the east most of the winter | ing a live commentary. It’s to be 
months on his filming of “The. slotted in the 12:30 to 1:30 p.m. 
Greatest Show on Earth,” an epic. slot Sunday as a sustainer. 
of the circus 


and now assisting Barber) 





Some—certainly a small minor- 
ity—of the non-cable stations have 
been sandwiching as many as five 
“adjacencies” between kinescopes 
of network programs. This throws | 
the station off a clock-like sched- | 
ule, but they're willing to put up | 
with the inconvenience to get the! 
extra coin. 


Dailies, Mags, TV 


Another of television’s spectres 
'—the one looming as competition 

Now, however, with a flock of|to newspaper and magazine ad- 
video stations joining the inter-|vertising—has been gradually laid 
connected web, the station reps are ‘to rest during the last few weeks. 
hard-pressed to explain why an, 





Keeping Company 


Not only has TV failed to cut into | 


Taking another leaf from the 
film industry—and one which may 
‘hit the film biz where it hurts— 
WNBT, key outlet of the NBC-TV 
web in N. Y., is planning an all- 
film “Saturday Morning Matinee” 
‘show for kids. Show, which will 
be divided into separate depart- 
‘ments of westerns, cartoons, news- 
reels, etc., to provide a balanced 
program, goes into the 9 to 12 a.m. 
period starting Oct. 21. 

Number of filmeries, particu- 
larly the key city nabe situations, 
have for some time been program- 
ming such a show for their moppet 
audiences. Idea has been hailed 
aS sO necessary to groom future 
filmgoers that it has been con- 
sistently urged on exhibitors by 
the Motion Picture Assn. of Amer- 
ica, Theatre Owners of America 
and other industry organizations. 
If other video stations now pick 
up the lead from WNBT, it’s be- 
‘lieved possible that video might 
successfully raid one of the last 
film industry strongholds among 
the small fry, thereby giving film 
execs another worry from TV. 

WNBT show will comprise 
;mostly new films, produced espe- 
cially for TV. Thus, there will be 
a weekly series of half-hour films, 
titled “Jackson and Jill,” and a 
series of westerns, also half-an- 
hour | in length, titled “Cactus 
Jim.’ There’s to be a “comedy 
| theatre” spotlighting old two-reel- 
‘ers of Charles Chaplin and Buster 
|Keaton, a 15-minute newsreel 
| turned out especially for the 
| youngsters, cartoons, fantasy films 
land an occasional cultural-type 
| documentary, such as those pro- 
duced by the United Nations. An- 
other series will-be titled “Doing 
Things with Unele George” and 
ithere’s also to be a “Men of Ac- 
| tion” series, described as a “junior 
March of Time,’ which will in- 
‘clude films made by N. Y. State, 
ithe U. S. Chamber of Commerce, 
| ete. 2 
Show will be presided over by 


advertiser must relinquish a de- 
sirable adjacency merely because 
the network shows are live. 
urally, the reps don’t point out the 
number of “adjacencies” 
serted between two kine programs. 


Nat- | 


being in- | 


newspaper ad revenue but the num-/a live emcee, either Tex Antoine 
ber of video shows taking display |or Henry Morgan. It's to be open, 
ads in the N. Y. dailies recently | of course, for participating spon- 
has made the radio-TV pages re-| sors. 
| semble the. film-legit sections of | 





inew era of cooperation haem TV 
| and the printed page, Curtis Pub- 
lishing, one of the largest mag 
| publishers in the country, this 
week turned to TV to promote its 
| publications. 

Curtis bought the Wednesday 
/ night segment of the Tex McCrary- 
Jinx Falkenburg “New York Close- 
, Up,” aired cross-the-board from 
| 6:30 to 6:55 p.m. via WNBT, NBC 
'web’s N. Y. flagship. Outfit will 
use the show to plug its Sateve- 
| post, Ladies Home Journal and 
Holiday mags. While Curtis and 
other publishing houses have util- 
ized radio spots in the past, it's 
, believed to be the first to buy time 
/on a regularly-scheduled TV show. 


It was puzzling to the agency 
execs until they started listening 
to each other's troubles at the 
Wrigley Bar. After two time buy- 
ers discovered they'd both been | 
kicked out of the same “adjacency,” 
the widespread practice came io’ 
light. Now they're looking over 
the possibility of getting refunds | 
from the stations involved. 


Other problems confront some , 
of the exees with New York home | 
offices: 1) should I alert N. Y. to 
this practice to prevent them fall- 
ing for it; or 2) should I keep quiet | 
and not risk N. Y.’s displeasure 
for failing to discover it months 
ago? 











NBC MULLING MORGAN 


T ee 
FOR ‘BELIEVE’ SPOT SUB elevision 


With Ballantine dropping the ; ; |day night stanza since the show 
Thursday night 8:30 “Believe It Following is a list of shows, either new or returning after a sum- preemed). 
Or Not” show. NBC would like to mer hiatus, scheduled to preem on the major television networks Plethora of paid ads in the news- | 


slot Henry Morgan in the half-hour| during the next 10 days: 


time period. Despite the fact that 
previous attempts to integrate Mor- 
gan into the video pattern failed 
to jell, the network is still con- 
vinced that, with the right formula, 
Morgan would be a TV natural. 
“Believe It Or Not” is a J. Wal- 
ter Thompson package, and if the 


Four Star Revue. 
Groucho Marx Show. 
through BBD&O. 


Big Town. CBS, 9:30 p.m. 





(Oct. 


OCT. 4 

NBC, 8 p.m. 
OCT. 5 
NBC, 8 p.m. 


College of Musical Knowledge (Kay Kyser). 
Dealers, through J. Walter Thompson. 
Lever Bros., 


Agency is N. W. Ayer. 
| (WNBT this week also sold the 
_ Thursday: night edition of the Tex 
|& Jinx show to General Baking | 
'Co., through BBD&O. 
‘Union Gas Co. 


Premieres 


4-14) has had the Mon- 


(Continued on page 40) 


HUB’S HOCKEY GAMES 
GET TELEVISION NIX 


Boston, Oct. 3. 





Motorola, via Ruthrauff & Ryan. 
DeSoto-Plymouth Dealers, 
NBC, 9 p.m. Ford 


via Ruthrauf! & Ryan. 





oe ee . I Cover Times Sauare. ABC, 10 p.m. Air Wick, via W Hub's National League hockey | 

ge 4 Ale a hee = =. OCT. , a Weintraub. ‘fans will either pay their way into 
mr See, Life With Linkletter. ABC, 7:30 p.m. Green Giant Co., via | Boston Garden to see the Bruins 
priority on the Thurrday time. Leo Burnett. P , ie a | play or be satisfied with radio de- 
Man Against Crime. CBS, 8:30 p.m. Camels, through Esty. |Scriptions, with TV pickups nixed 

Pulitzer Prize Playhouse. ABC, 9 p.m. Schlitz Brewing, via bY the management for the forth- 


Young & Rubicam. 


WPIX Using N.Y. Schools 


To Preview Juve Show 


WPIX, N. Y., Leach & Co. 


will use New York’s 


OCT. 7 
Chester the Pup. ABC, 12 noon. 


,coming season. 

Hub, normally a rabid hockey 
town, failed to support the Bruins | 
‘last season as i‘ has in the past, 


Mason Candy, through Turner, 


; : Ken Murray Show. CBS, 8 p.m. Anheuser-Busch, through (When every game pulled sellout | 
= — perc age pre-tele D’ Arey. ° ‘houses, and although the team | 
preview of a juvenile show, “Van Saturday Night Sports. DuMont, 8:30 p.m. DuMont Receivers, (made a dismal showing in league | 


and the Genie,” which starts on 


e ‘ tarts through Campbell-Ewald. ‘standings, TV is considered the 

cp Ehennceul ge all poy Rena Frank Sinatra Show. CBS, 9 p.m. Sustaining. ‘bogey man gatewise. Another fac- 

ee eee — Sing It Again. CBS. 10 p.m. Participating. ,tor in the decision against TV was 

orcad Sa owe — , Songs For Sale. CBS, 11 p.m. ‘New time.) Sustaining. the difficulty encountered ‘in at- 
‘ st audience OCT. 8 ,tempting to televise successfully a 


reaction. 


Show will be sponsored by Asher Young & Rubicam. 


Paul Whiteman Goedyear Revue. 


ABC, 7 p.m. _fame as fast as hockey, with cam- 


era crews frequently unable to fol- 


Goodyear, via 


Bros., candy outfit, and has been OCT. 10 low i i i 

B : . ow the action resulting in the 
shamed for 26 weeks through the Prudential Family Playhouse. CBS, 8 p.m. Prudential, via |Viewer many times losing sight of 
peatly. ta the’ coe — is > — Holden, Carlock, McClinton & Smith. what was happening in the arena. 
p te cast of “Kiss e vaughn Monr Ss . CRS, za ; th Esty j 
abs? Wad condurte 2 dick Jocker oe Show. ( pty cy Camels, through Esty. AM pickups will be continued, 








show on WLIB, N. Y. Burns & Allen. CBS, 8 p.m. 


Carnation Milk, via Erwin Wasey. 


however, with WHDH carrying the 
i\35 home games of the club. 


Brooklyn | 


vt ie oats ae Casha Video in Reach Of 


65% of U.S. Homes 


New progress report of the tele- 
| vision industry, published this 
| week by the Television Broadcast- 
ers Assn., reveals that TV service 
as of September was available to 
some 65° of the nation’s homes, 
in 63 different markets. This rep- 
resents, according to TBA, some 
25.000,600 U. S. families, repre- 
senting about two-thirds of the 
| country’s retail sales. In addition, 
; with about 7,500,000 sets in circu- 
| lation as of September, TBA antici- 
| pated TV will have reached 25‘ 
x! saturation of the total market by 
the end of the year. 

By October this year, there were 
107 TV stations in operation in 65 
| U. S. eities (63 markets) and 33 
states. One more construction per- 
mit ‘for WJAX-TV, Jacksonville) 
| is still outstanding. pending the 

| lifting of the FCC freeze on new 
| Station grants. Latest financial 
mene covering 1949 only, re- 

1 the industry as a whole lost 
$24. 300,000 on broadcast opera- 
| tions that year, based on income of 
| $33, 800,000 and expenses of $58,- 
100 900, 








Britannica’s TV Plunge 


Chicago, Oct. 3. 

Encyclopaedia Britannica is tak- 
ing its first crack at television with 
|}a 15-minute yarn-spinning show 
| bowing on WNBQ, Sunday (8) at 
'4:45 p.m. Show is tagged “The 
Tales of Captain Brit,” with Pbhil- 
| lip Lord as the story telling sea 
captain. Yarns will be illustrated 
| by clips from Britannica’s exten- 
sive film library, 

Series will be produced by Bill 
| O” Brien. 





Adler Shoes Sports TVer 


Adler Shoes have bought a 15- 
minute show preceding the World 
| Series balleasts on WCBS-TV, 
'N. Y., with Curt Gowdy and Con- 
, nie Desmond featured. 

Agency is Frederick-Clinton. 
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New TV Wrinkle in Indie Producer 
Inking Talent to Longterm Exclusives 


What 
of television talent being signed on 
exclusive longterm deals with an 
indie producer, same as indie film 
producers sign their talent, has 
been instituted by Martin Gosch, 
producer of ABC-TV’s “College 
3owl.” Contracts, patterned after 
film pacts but adapted to the exi- 
gencies of TV, give Gosch’s firm 
full loanout 
control over the talent not only 
for TV but for all other phases of 
show biz, including nitery work, 
radio, films, ete. 

Gosch auditioned over 400 peo- 
ple for the “Bowl” show, which 
preemed Monday night (2). Eleven 
selected for the 
(not including star 
were 
Productions on a longterm, pay-or- 
play 


Chico Marx) 


may be the first instance + 


rights and complete | 


permanent cast | 
signed to Martin A. Gosch | 


basis with a guaranteed six- | 


month minimum, Lowest salary be- ' 


ing paid under the deal is $110 
per week and Gosch is committed 
to paying them for the full six 
months, even though they may be 
dropped from the show before that 
time. In addition, unlike the prac- 
tice in films where the producer 
controlling the talent gets all the 
profits from a loanout, Gosch is 


talent on a 50-50 basis. 
Star System In TV 


According to Gosch, 
star 
industry its biggest push forward 
and the same will apply to TV “if 
the people who control the stars 
work it the right way.” He pointed 
out, however, that whereas in films 
a player may be groomed for sev- 
eral years before being given a 
chance at the bigtime, in video the 
“investment in building a star is 
greater and quicker.” 

Contracts set b, Gosch with his 
11 performers include the usual 
escalator ¢lauses and also guaran- 
tee them 44 weeks work each year, 

(Continued on page 40) 


House Hunting 
B&A Problem. 


Decision of George Burns and 
Gracie Allen to originate their first 
three CBS video shows from New 
York poses a 
for the aetwork. Studio space situ- 
ation has become so acute that even 
one new major entry with a Goth- 
am-origination has the program- 
ming department up a tree trying 
to find a suitable theatre. 

Although show preems next 
Thursday (12), web execs were still 
trying early this week to resolve 
the situation. Show will be telecast 
on alternate Thursday nights and 
after the initial three will be 
kinescoped from the Coast. 


MILWAUKEE'S WTMJ-TV 
UPS TO 80 HRS. WEEKLY 


Milwaukee, Oct. 3. 

With tele set circulation in the 
Milwaukee area hitting 150,000, 
the city’s single TV station— 
WTMJ-TV—is hypoing its sched- 
ule to average more than 80 hours 
weekly. The Milwaukee Journal- 
owned outlet, taking programs 
from the four networks, will carry 
49 hours of net shows weekly, with 
the balance of the schedule made 
up of local shows. 

Weekday sign-on is being moved 
up 45 minutes earlier to 1 p.m. 
next month, with the schedule 
running through to midnight. The 
Saturday log jumps from the cur- 
rent 3 p.m. kickoff to 9:30 a.m. 
Sunday shows will begin two hours 
earlier at 12 noon, with Sunday 
a.m. shows in the offing for later 
in the fall. 

The — station plans to devote 
about half of its air time to live 
net shows, with an additional 13 
7 weekly taken over by de- 
layed kinnied web offerings. 


the 











Full of Surprises 
NBC, it’s reported, has an- 
other new TV program concept 
to spring on the affiliates at 
the web’s forthcoming annual 
convention at White Sulphur 


Springs, W. Va., later this 
month. 
In contrast to the “they- 


laughed-when-I-stood-up” _re- 
ception accorded NBC's tele 
chief Pat Weaver at last year’s 
convention, when he initially 
set forth the program-sales 
blueprint for the two-and-a- 
half-hour “Saturday Night Re- 
ue,” Weaver will take the ros- ~ 
trum this time with a new as- 
surance, in view of the lucra- 
tive payoff and boff success of 
the Saturday night pattern. 

Just what Weaver intends 
to spring on the affiliates. is 
being kept under wraps. 








NBC-TV Patterns 


splitting any loanout surplus with 


it was the | 
system which gave the film | 


' Season, 


Production Setup 


A La Pix Studios 


'CBS color and provide for changes 
in both color and black and white | 


NBC television, with a number 
of high-budgeted comedy, variety 
and musical shows teeing off this 
has established a produc- 
tion supervisors setup that closely 
parallels the exec producer plan in 
work at one time or another at 
most of the major Hollywood stu- 
dios. At present, six production 
supervisors are working the big 
new shows, and program manager 
Ernie Walling is rounding out the 
system to include every program, 
whether commercial er sustaining, 


on NBC's day-to-day log. 


clude M. W. 


“housing” problem : 


Six production supervisors in- 
(Pete) Barnum, who 
handles the new Wednesday night 
“Four Star Revue;” George Mc- | 
Garrett, who works the “Saturday ' 
Night Revue;” Sam Fuller, for the 
“Colgate Comedy Hour” three 
Sundays a month; Barry Wood, for 
the daytime Kate Smith show; 
Douglas Coulter, for “Broadway 
Open House” and the new “Musi- 
cal Comedy Time,” and Robert W. 
Sarnoff, for the fourth Sunday at 
8 period each month, 
sponsored by Frigidaire. 


Under the plan, these six report | 


directly to Walling and, through | 
(Continued on page 40) 


KTTV’s Jeep Camera 
Quickly Detoured 
From Grid Lensing 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 
It was a good idea while it 





‘lasted, but KTTV’s plan to have 


its telecamera mounted on a jeep 
that patrolled the sidelines during 
a football game lasted exactly 10 
minutes. 
ment stepped in and ruled that a 
permit was needed. 

However, station grid-game ‘di- 
rector Bob Breckner feels 
there’s more to the situation than 
meets the lens. He points out that 
the mobile camera was used once 


before, during a charity game, 
without a permit and without a 
beef. He adds that he is suffici- 


ently acquainted with fire depart- 
ment regulations to feel that some 
form of pressure was brought to 
bear. 

Since the ruling came during 
the season opener between UCLA 
and Oregon at the Coliseum, 
KTTV feels that the Coliseum of- 
ficials decided the jeep camera 
might provide such top coverage 
as to dent the gate receipts more 
severely than had been antici- 
pated. Coliseum toppers previ- 
ously had okayed the idea, the 
only proviso being that it would 
stop if there were any complaints 


ifrom holders of box seats. 


which is) 


Then the fire depart-. 


that | 


SETMAKERSTI 
FOC PLAN DOWN 


| Washington, Oct. 3. 
With the FCC stymied by televi- 











sion manufacturers on its proposal | 


for bracket standard sets, it’s ex- 
pected here the agency will face a 
court fight should it carry out its 
announced intention to commer- 
cialize the CBS color system. The 
Commission will “probably review 
the manufacturers’ replies to its 
color decision at its regular 
ing tomorrow (4). Action may be 
|taken within a week. 

In its Sept. 1 color report, the 
| Commission unanimously agreed 
that “if assurances are 
ceived from a sufficient number of 
/'manufacturers concerning their 
plans for incorporating bracket 
|standards in their receivers...a 
final decision would be 
| adopting the CBS color standards.” 
|FCC Chairman Wayne Coy reiter- 
(ated this commitment in two 
speeches last week in Chicago, in 
which he said that if the agency 
doesn’t ‘get’ assurances that sets 
will be built with brackets it “will 
'adopt the CBS color system now.” 
| Out of the mass of replies which 
| poured into the agency by deadline 
yesterday (2) on the bracket pro- 
posal, not a single manufacturer 
said he could meet the Commis- | 
sion’s 70-day timetable for build- 
ing in the flexible adaptors which | 
would provide compatibility a | 


‘standards. Several said they might 
be able to put in the devices in 
four or five months, providing ma- 
terials are available. Some indi- 
cated from six months to a year. 
A few regarded the proposal as 
‘either impractical or “impossible.” 
From three of the largest manu- 
facturers—RCA, Philco and Du- 
Mont, there were indications that 
a final decision for CBS color 
would be followed by a court test. 
RCA’s 67-page response to the 
Commission took sharp issue with 
the color decision, declaring: 
“Never 
(Continued on page 40) 


Cincy TV Marathon 
Rolls Into High 


Cincinnati, Oct. 3. 
TV marathon is in high 





Cincy’s 
gear. 

WKRC-TV surged the program- 
ming splurge this week. Adding 
ito CBS feeds with a flock of new 
| local shows, in what Hulbert Taft. 
Jr.. chief, calls the station's “new 
| look,” it passed the 100-hours-a- 
week schedule for the first time. 
| The Scripps-Howard WCPO-TV, 
linked with DuMont and ABC, has 
led in operating time for weeks 
with 140 or more hours and Cros- 
‘ley’s WLW-T., NBC affiliate. is cur- 
rently on the air 120 or more 
hours per week. On weekdays 
WCPO-TV kicks off at 6 a.m., 
WLW-T starts at 7:30 a.m. and 
WKRC-TV at 10 a.m. WCPO-TV 
goes around the clock on week- 
ends by simulecasts of. all-night disk 


jockey shows carried by its AM 
station. ‘ 
For its fall expansion, WKRC- 


TV injected five participation pro- 
grams, originated in enlarged stu- 
dios and the Hotel Alms restau- 
‘rant. For the eye-opener, Frazier 
Thomas and his wife, Ann, offer an 
hour of “Shoppers Special.” 
Thomas is a local fave, having built 
up a following during long service 
on WLW, mainly in support of 
Ruth Lyons. 


Lapue Exits MCA Tele 


Maurice Lapue resigned from 
Music Corp. of America tele dept. 
to go into personal management. 
Lapue assisted Johnny Greenhut, 
head of the tele guest shot dept., 
and had formerly been in the 





agency's club date sector. 

Before joining MCA, Lapue was 
a member of the ballroom team 
‘Maurice & Cordoba. 


meet- | 


not re-! 


issued | 


before has an administra- , 


‘category of 


EE COURT FIGHT IN TINT UKASE 





Cause Celebre 


‘Toast’ Bounces Up 

Ed Sullivan’s ‘Toast of the 
Town” last Sunday (1) 
bounced back sharply via CBS- 
TV against the strong competi- 
tion of NBC’s ‘Comedy Hour.” 
According to a 10-city survey 
taken by Trendex for CBS, 
the Sullivan show came up 
with a hefty 32.6, as against 
the 21.3 achieved by the Bob- 
by Clark show on NBC. 

NBC, meanwhile, claimed 
this week that it had not or- 
dered a special rating taken 
by American Research Bu- 
reau, such as the four-city re- 
ports obtained for the first 
three “Comedy Hour” stanzas, 
According to the web the first 
three were taken at the re- 
quest of Colgate, which spon- 
sored them. Clark stanza, 
however, was sponsored’ by 
Frigidaire, which did not or- 
der the special rating. 


TVing of Metop 


Preem Hits Snag 
As Clients Balk 


ABC television wants to televise 
this year’s opening of the Metro- 











politan Opera again from the Met. 


Opera House, N. Y., but may be 


¢ Torchlight 


i Canceling of ‘Conflict’ May Spark 


on Anti-Bias Issue 


Productions, which 
has packaged a video stanza titled 
i “Conflict,” last week held a con- 
| ference with CBS board chairman 
| William S. Paley to query the web 
on the cancellation of the show 
one day before Bymart, Inc., was 
to ink the contract to sponsor it. 
Bymart has since inked another 
show, “Teller of Tales,” to go into 
the Wednesday 9 p.m. slot, starting 
Oct. 18. 
| Torchlight, which has an inter- 
racial casting policy under which 
| qualified Negro performers will be 
| used when they fit into a script, 
| is raising the question as to wheth- 
er anti-Negro prejudice figures in 
| the cancellaticn. The non-profit or- 
| ganization, whose sponsors include 
Marian Anderson, UN delegate 
| Ralph Bunche, Eleanor Roosevelt 
|and former Virgin Islands Gov. 
William H. Hastie, had been in- 
formed that in view of the an- 
| ticipated reaction from affiliated 
stations the stanza was dropped. 
| At the conference last Thursday 
| (28), Paley cold Torchlight prexy 
David Kapralik, production veepee 
| Jane White and Walter White, 
head of the National Assn. for the 
Advancement of Colored People, 
|and Miss White’s father, that to 
| his knowledge the affiliated sta- 
| tions hadn’t been presented with 
| the show and could not have 
| turned it down. 
Agent on “Conflict” 
lowe, in association 
the stanza was to be produced. 
|Miss Marlowe is also associated 
with John Gibbs in the packaging 
of “Teller.” Torchlight is alse 


(Continued on page 40) 





is Ann Mar- 
with whom 





blocked by a group of its sponsors. | 


season is scheduled to 
6, which is a Monday 
night. As it did last year, ABC 
would scan the opening § cere- 
monies, hoopla and the _  per- 
formance itself, under sponsorship 
of Texaco. (Latter also bankrolls 
the Saturday afternoon pickups 
from the Met on AM.) Claiming 
the show would fall within the 
public service pro- 
| Sramming, ABC wants to invoke 
i standard public service clause 
by pre-empting the time from the 


Opera 
preem Nov. 


usual bankrollers on Monday 
nights. ; 
These sponsors, however, in- 


cluding Dodge, for “Treasury Men 
in Action” 


American Safety Razor for Chico 


Marx's 


“College Bowl” show, have 
‘refused so far to give up the time, 
even though ABC is willing to give 
them a rebate. They claim the 
fact that Texaco will pick up the 
tab for the projected Met show 


,takes it out of the public benefit 


listing and puts it in the “‘Texaco 
benefit” category. In addition, 
the Monday night in question hap- 
pens to be one of the nights on 
which A. C. Nielsen takes his au- 
dience ratings. Situation to date 
has not been resolved. 


Wynn’s ‘Double Duty’ On 
NBC-TV Wed. ‘Series’ As 





Durante Delays Debut 


Jimmy Durante has delayed his 
TV debut to Nov. 1. Fear that he’d 
be unable to get together a rep- 
resentative program has caused the 
delay from Oct. 18. Instead, Ed 


Wynn will do two shows during the | 


first month of the NBC Wednesday 
night series. Wynn tees off the 
Wednesday night splurge tonight 
(4), and will do another show two 
weeks afterward. 

The Schnoz, who arrived in New 
York earlier this week. was origi- 
nally slated to come in earlier, but 
death of his longtime manager and 
former partner, Lou Clayton, Sept. 
21, delayed his arrival. 

Wynn program will tee off with 
Ben Wrigley. who’s bow on this 
show marks the first time that a 
tele performer was specifically im- 
ported from England for a tele ap- 
pearance exclusively. Wrigley. who 
appeared last season with Wynn, 
is slated for two displays and may 
become a permanent member of 
‘the Wynn troupe, 


and Pharma-Craft and | 


Benny 45-Min. Yen 
Creates Time Snag 


Jack Benny has told his agency, 
BBD&O, that he’d like to do a 45- 
minute video show Sunday, Oct. 29, 
rather than a full hour or 30 min- 
utes, when he makes his TV debut 

on CBS-TV. It’s Benny’s feeling 
that he can’t do justice to a show 
in the 30-minute framework. But 
_the request has thrown the agency 
‘and the network for a time loss. 
_ BBD&O, agency on the Lucky 
Strike account, which is footing the 
bill for four Benny TV shows this 
season, had hoped the comic would 
, settle for a half-hour stanza. That 
would only necessitate cancelling 
out the ciggie company’’s “This Is 
Show Business” at 7:30 to 8 on the 
four occasions and installing Benny 
in the time. An extra 15 minutes 
of time would mean either trying 
to preempt some of the “Toast of 
the Town” time, requiring the co- 
operation of Lincoln-Mercury, or 
knocking out the 7 to 7:30 Gene 
| Autry vidpix. Latter, of course, is 
out, since it would find Benny com- 
peting with his own 7 o'clock radio 
| Show. (As it is, Phil Harris, part 
of the Benny show complement, is 
in exactly that fix at 7:30, when his 
AM show is heard on NBC.) 

Both Benny and Harris are tap- 
ing their Oct. 29 radio shows in 

advance. 


SET MAKERS WILL UP 
AD BUDGETS FOR 1951 


Washington, Oct. 3. 
Despite possible curtailment of 
' production to meet military needs, 
television manufacttrers wili in- 


| 





crease their advertising in 1951, 
the Radio-Television Mfrs. Assn. 
announced yesterday (2). A_ poll 


of 12 major producers, RTMA said, 
indicates an average increase of 
9° in ad budgets next year, with 
three companies planning increases 
of 45° over this year. Advertising 
budgets of the major producers 
during the second half of 1950 
average 104% above the first half. 

The poll includes Philco, Mo- 


torola, Zenith, DuMont, Westing- 
house, Emerson, General Electric, 
Stromberg-Carlson, Crosley, 


) Bendix, Hallicrafters and Arvin, 
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TAKE A CHANCE 

With Don Ameche, guests 

Producer: Richard Lewis 
irector: Grey Lockwood 
© Mins.; Sun., 10:30 p.m. 

NESTLE CORP. 

NBC-TV, from N. Y. 


(Ceci! & Presbrey) 

“Take a Chance” is just another 
in a seemingly unending string of 
audience participationers breaking 
into television, and an exceedingly 
siow-paced one at that. Judging 
from the preem Sunday night (1), 
its format resembles that of “Break 


the Bank” more than any other, 
but where “Bank” brings at least 
five contestants up to the mike 


in its half-hour, this one had only 


two. In addition, Don Ameche, as 
quizmaster, was evidently tagged 
strictly tor his name value. Even 


e iminating the question of first- 
night jitters; he seemed to lack 
the auizzmaster’s requisites ol 
sprightly ad libbing and rapid-fire 
delivery. 

Contest on “Chance” has the 
guest start wiih $5 in cash, which 
he can either pocket and go home, 
or bet it against a question. If he 
answers correctly. he gets another 
prize which he can in turn stake 
against a second question. There’s 
a maximum of five questions to a 
customer, with the prizes varying 


from gags like a pair of roller- 
skates to some fairly costly items. 
If a contestant answers all five 
correctly, he is given a crack at 


the inevitable jackpot—in this in- 


stance, 1,000 bars of Sweetheart 
Soap and $1,009 in cash. 
Of the seven questions asked on 


the preem (‘five to a husband-wife 
team and two to a second guy), few 
required any great amount of in- 


telligence to answer. On the credit 
side were the attempts to make 
the queries visual in character and 
the strict avoidance of any of the 
s'apstick routines such as featured 
on some shows of the type. FEx- 
tremely slow amble at which the 
show prozressed, though. left little 
more in the way of credit for pro- 
ducer Richard Lewis ‘handling the 
stanza for Ted Ashley Associates) 
and director Grey Lockwood. 

Nestle’s Nescafe, as sponsor, got 
a maximum of plugging during the 
course of the show and was also 
crammed down-viewers’ throats in 
an overlong and inexpert spot at 
the finish. which was handled by 
Ameche and announcer Bob Shep- 
herd. It looked like padding. 

Stal. 


GABBY HAYES SHOW 

With Gabby Haves, Roy 
Dale Belmont, others 

Producer: Martin Stone 

Director: Vincent Donahue 

Writers: Jerome Coopersmith, Ray 
Wilson 

30 Mins., Sun., 5 p.m. 

QUAKER OATS 

NBC, from New York 


(Sherman & Marquette) 


Sunday television indicates that 
it's becoming a roundup of top 
cowboy fare. Gene Autry and 
Hopalong Cassidy. previously on 
that part of the spectrum, have now 
been joined by Gabby Hayes, the 
western funster. 

Preem ‘}) indicated that the 
show is skirting its central char- 
acter. At least it did on that 
show. 


Rogers, 


guested together with his 
Dale Belemont, in a manner 
left Haves very little to do. 


wife, 
that 


for future showings. 
got his billing as “king of 
cowboys,” performed a_ serics 


dog, Bullet. 
naturally designed 
Rogers, even though 
Haves’ expense. 
Format indicates 
propensities as a 


First airing 
to 
it was 
that 
teller of 
the show. 
made 


But with this 
characterization, 


which was a well-enacted 
history with colorful trapping. 


It's expected that Hayes will be 
more on his own on subsequent 
provision 

The re- 
counting of historical incident will 
be a permanent part of the pro- 


airers, inasmuch as no 
is being made for guests. 


gram. 


Under the circumstances 


humer. Show 
and enlighten the younger set. 


The Quake Oats commercials are 


well produced and do not 
pede the program’s continuity. 
Jose. 


j 1») i 


First stanza paid tremen- 
dous homage to Rey Rogers, who 


Rogers 
took the best spots in what is prob- 
ably an effort to build audiences 
Rogers, who 
the 
of 
stunts with his horse, Trigger, and 

was 
flatter 
at 


Haves 
tall 
tales will be the major premise of 
ready- 
program 
makes a radical departure in re- 
counting a bit of American history. 
First show dramatized an incident , 
in the Lewis & Clark expedition, 
bit of 


sur- 
rounding the preem, Hayes didn’t 
show too much of his own abilities. 
lie does, however, impress as be- 
ing a likeable personality, with a 
scense of frustration to supply the 
should entertain 


TOM CORBETT, SPACE CADET 
"With Frankie Thomas, Jan Merlin, 
| Al Markim, Michael Harvey, 

Margaret Garland, others 
Producer: Leonard Carlton 
Director: George Gould 
Writer: Albert Aley 
15 Min., Mon.-Wed.-Fri.; 6:45 p.m. 
KELLOGG CO. : 

CBS-TV, from New York 

(Kenyon & Eckhardt) 

“Tom Corbett, Space Cadet” is 
an adventure series that should 
capture a good juve audience and 
may pick up a few adult viewers 
through its fanciful science-fiction 
theme and settins. Story, set in 
the 24th century, centers around 
young Tom Corbett, a cadet in 
the Solar Guides, fnterplanetary 
police force which is supposed to 
maintain the Solar Alliance. 

First segment eounced imme- 
diaieiv into action, with a mem- 
ber of the Guides crashing in | 


nis 


rocket after giving an incomplete 
warning that the Earth and the 
Solar Alliance were in danger. 


Background of story was unfolded 
in a lecture b, Capt. Strong, head 
of the Guides, who explained that 
after vears of planetary warfare, 
the Solar Alliance was formed and 


the guides set up to maintain it. 
A villain was introduced into the 
piece in the person of another 
cadet, who had joined the cadets 
for his own advancement. 

Dialog, although filled with ex- 
pressions like “by the clouds of 
Venus” and “by the rings of 
Saturn” was convincing within its 
confines, and acting was oKay. 
trankie Thomas was good in the 
role of Corbett, and Jan Merlin 
was adequately sneering as the 


cynical cadet. Michael Harvey was 
sincere as Capt. Strong, although 
he fumbled on a couple of lines. 
Al Markim was okay as another 
cadet. 

Settings and costumes were top- 
noich. Backdrops were severely 
lined, with scientific instruments 
setting the motif. Costumes were 
in the Buck Rogers stvle. Camera 
work was excellent, and a particu- 
larly good effect was achieved in 
the rocket crash sequence, in which 
lights flickered on the faces of the 
watching cadets to give the im- 
pression of the ship in flames. 

Chan. 





SIMPLY SIMON 
With Ernie Simon, Rich- 
ards, Chet Roble 
Producers: Bill Wright, Don Camp- 
bell 
Director: Joe Byrne 
Writer: Dan Schuffman 
30 Mins.; Thurs., 10:30 p.m. 
TV FORECAST 
WENR-TYV, Chicago 
(Wright) 
The emcee ot this surprisingly 
diverting half-hour show was lit- 


Shirley 


7 


erally dragged in off the streets. | 
For the past couple of years, Ernie | 
,Simon, who gives this late-evening 
entry a strong comedy fillip, has 
been confining his video activities | 


to sidewalk interviewing on 
WBKB'’s nightly “Curbstone Cut- 
up” strip. On his showing on 
frame watched (28), question is 
raised as to why he wasn’t brought 
into a studio long before this. 
Comic, who has also excited strong 
pro and con attention 
boisterous AM disk jockeying on 
WJJD, makes a strong bid for first 
rank honors among local teevee 
personalities with this 


with his. 


venture | 


avhich seems certain to bag a big‘ 


audience. 


Informal segment seen was 


crafts such 


broadly patterned after the Dave | 


Garroway format, Jacking’ the 
finesse and disciplined casualness, 
but scoring well with several 
highly amusing bits of imaginative 
business. High spots of the ses- 
sion were Simon's hilarious take- 
off on Arthur Godfrey and his in- 
terview with Billy ‘Goat) Sianis, 
local pubkeeper and Loop char- 
acter. Also funny was the appear- 
ance of WNBQ's weatherman Clint 
Youle and wife Jean,, with frau 
taking ever before the weather 
map while hubby donned the frilly 
apren for a clever satire on their 
own show. 

Musical bits were casually 
sprinkled through the show. War- 
bler Shirley Richards gave an ener- 
getic version of Betty Hutton sing- 
ing “Doing It the Hard Way.” 


Chet Roble copped the camera and | 
a 


mike long enough to work in 
couple of choruses of “Sugar” for 
a good change of pace. 

Guester Joey Rardin appeared 
for an okay turn imitating James 
Cagney playing George M. Cohan. 
Rardin’s entrance as Cagney while 


Simon was carboning Edward 

Robinson came off nicely. 
Strength of the show, besides 

the tele effectiveness of the 


smartly. subdued 


; Assn. 


THE COLLEGE BOWL 

With Chico Marx, Stanley Prager, 
Andy Williams, Joan Holloway, 
Tommy Morton, 
Jimmy Brock, Vicki Barrett, Lee 
Lindsey, Evelyn Ward, Kenny 
Buffett, Barbara Ruick 

Producer: Martin Gosch 

Director: Marshall Diskin (camera) 

Writers: Howard Harris, Syd Zel- 
inka 

30 Mins.; Monday, 9 p.m. 

PHARMA-CRAFT AND 
CAN SAFETY RAZOR 

ABC-TV, N. Y. 

(Ruthrauff & Ryan) 

The idea of bringing a collegiate 

flavor to video is new and refresh- 

ing, but in the case of “The Col- 


AMERI- 


lege Bowl” the refreshing aspects 
don’t go beyond the idea stage. 
Here is a format starring Chico 
Marx in which he plays the benevo- 
lent, much-loved operator of a 
campus sweets shop, but it only 
stacks up as pretty much of an 


amateur show of song and dance. 
There probably could be a TV 


format for Chico Marx, with his 
Italian dialectics and ability to 
tinkle those ivories, but “Bowl 


is certainly not it. Producer Mar- 
tin Gosch has surrounded the star 
with a flock of youngsters who are 
apparently, in the main, new to 
show business. And in a number of 
instances they look it With the 
direction, of course, no help. Stan- 
ley Prager, of course, knows how 
to read what is alleged to be a 
comedy line, but Prager, who plays 
Marx’s aide in the shop, has been 
around the theatre and Hollywood 
long enough to have learned to get 


the most out of his lines. 
The opening show dealt with 
Marx being threatened with the 


rush-act from the campus because 
of the dean’s ruling that the kids 
had to pay cash for their sodas in- 
stead of hanging him up until their 


allowances came through from 
home, The writing was as bare- 


faced as all that. But through some 
silly contrivance, Marx was able 
to avert the impending doom of his 
store. Since this is a_ tune-and- 
dance show, the writing could have 
been forgiven had there been a 
worthwhile musical setup. Add to 
this faulty camera direction. 
Marx himself did as well as he 
could. He had a spot for a few sec- 
onds at the piano, but that was in- 
sufficient to show off his digital 
dexterity. Kahn. 


STARS IN YOUR EYES 

With Hal Currier, Clarence Fuhr- 
man orch 

Writers: Lewis Klein, 
Robert Fillmore 

Production Manager: 

30 Mins., Sat. 7 p.m. 

Philadelphia Assn. of Retail Drug- 
gists 

WPTZ, Phila., Pa. 


Donn Bennett, veteran in radio 
and TV fields. is also in the pro- 
duction end with his own 
packaging agency. As television 


Ann Dwyer, 


Lewis Klein 


director of the University Museum, | 


at the University of Pennsylvania, 
Bennett’s latest is the 


give professional showcasing 
talent drawn from. colleges in 
Pennsylvania, New Jersey and 
Delaware. Every form of theatri- 


cal talent is to be tapped—musi- | 


cians, singers, actors, dancers, | 
jugglers, magicians, puppeteers, | 
even those interested in allied 


as writing, designing, 
production and publicity. 

To give sponsor a break (Phila. 
of Retail Druggists) show 
establishes both collegiate and 
commercial atmosphere by having 
its students meet in drugstore, dis- 
cussing rosters, dates, borrowing 
small change trom “Doc” ‘Hal Cur- 
rier). It’s a natural for tie-ins, the 
girls buying lotions, the boy buy- 
ing razor blades for his first shave, 


ete. Props also of use in cueing 
action. Nickel in the juke box, 
for instance, brings in Clarence 
Fuhrman’s band. Talk is handled 
well -by young people, sounding 
natural enough. The conversation 
also lends feeling of continuity, 


and there is some animation about 
it—and very young. Absence of 
fluifs would indicate group of non- 
pros had been strenuously 
hearsed. 

Dance routines by chorus of 16 
are performed well. Choreogra- 
phy worked up by Betty Nitsche, 
is largely devoted to sports themes 
and could be given sounder pro- 
duction values. Singing chofus, 
trained by Irving Yeaworth, was 
okay vocally, although the enuncia- 
tion needs to be sharpened for 
tele audience Major solo vocal 


re- 


spot was filled nicely by Joe Car- 


Simon and the | 


rest of the regulars, lies in its un- | 


_stereotyped approach which ex- 
¢ia's smoothly 
| Cooper, 


by 
Dave, 


handled 


im- tends even to the bright commer-| opening show (30). 


lucci, tenor. with “Strange Music.” 
For some reason, there was no an- 


nouncement of the scholastic back- | 


grounds of the performers on the 
Sereen also 


changes. Gagh, 


Paula Huston, 


indie | 


collegiate | 
“Stars in Your Eyes,” designed to. 
to) 








“Stop the Musie’s” TV version 
came up last week with a neat bit 


~—— se 





Tele Follow-Up Comment 
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‘capture the extensive nosebleeding 


of film spoofing in using the guest | 


appearance of Gloria Swanson for 
maximum effect. As the produc- 


tion blowoff to the giveaway 
stanza, a resurrected film sequence 
of the silent era, (‘circa 1917), 


| showed Miss Swanson disguised as 

a top-hatted, tail-coated man about 
town, and then segued into a “live” 
sequel to the scene in the same 
stereopticon-like idiom, with Bert 
Parks giving Miss Swanson a sock 
assist. 

It was a clever bit of production 
that’s become practically par these 
days for the visual “Stop the 
Music” version. 





Panel on CBS’ “This Is Show 
3usiness” 


is assuming a higher de- 
gree of personality than it has 
ever before evinced. Sunday’s (1) 


program indicated that when tal- 
ent standard isn’t too rousing, the 
panel has the ability to step in an 
enliven the stanza immeasurably. 

Regulars Clifton Fadiman, 
George S. Kaufman and Abe Bur- 
rows indicated that they could 
sustain a program on their own 
even when not confronted with the 
“problems” of performers. These 
personalities have an entertaining 


viewpoint and gab is frequently 
stimulating. Faye Emerson as- 


sisted on Sunday’s panel and while 
she’s a fine decoration didn’t con- 
tribute to the general sapience of 
the board. 

The performers gathered for 
this occasion were individually 
good, but combination was such 
that it provided a generally even 
tenor to the proceedings. Lineup 
started with Betty Bruce, who 
tapped out a Castillian number ef- 
fectively. Met baritone Frank 
Guerera, who finds his youth a 
handicap in his Metopera associa- 
tions, knocked off the “Largo a 
Factotum” from Rossini’s “Barber 
cf Seville’ in a rousing manner. 
Imogene Coca came over from the 
rival NBC network to do her satire 
of a stripteuse. It’s an essentially 


funny bit that lacked the wallop 
‘registered by comics on this dis- 
play. 


NBC-TV’s “Your Show of Shows,” 
thanks to the showwise Sid Caesar 
and Imogene Coca and a fine writ- 
ing-production team, continues to 
offer sock mature comedy. The pair 
were slick as two music lovers, 
each reacting characteristically to 
the strains ot Tschaikowsky’s “Ro- 
meo and Juliet,” growing passion- 
ate, beatific and violent in time 
with the music. Again they clicked 
as dog fanciers, in one of their 
cliche-expert routines. And they 
‘scored solidly as weary host and 
‘hostess, with Ralph Bellamy play- 
ing the guest who refuses to go 
| home. 

Windup saw Caesar reprise his 
by-now-classic airplane bit, satir- 
izing war films, which he first did 
in the Coast Guard. It stands up 
well. Miss Coca did an excellent 
comic ballet, in which she played 
a bungling toreador, with the danc- 
‘ing bull eventually obliging by 
committing suicide. 
| Bellamy made a warm and infor- 
'mal emcee, and pleased in his 
‘sketch with Miss Coca and Caesar. 


was a longhair number with pop- 
ular appeal. 

Pantomime dance by Nelle 
Fisher and Jerry Ross to Earl 
Redding’s singing of the ‘Peter 


Gray” ballad was in the successful 
formula which producer Max Lieb- 
‘man has evolved for the stanza’s 
terp items. Less entertaining was 
a “Smoke Gets in Your Eve” dance. 
which lacked a clear story line. by 
Margaret Banks and Wallace Sie- 
bert, although Marguerite Piazza’s 
warbling was good. 

Jay Marshall, switching from his 
magico routine to a ventrilo turn 
using a gloved hand as a rabbit- 


which Ted Husing, as the blow-by- 
blow commentator, was so copi- 
ously reporting. 

The persistent use of the close- 
up shot may have had some disad- 
vantages in excluding the sense of 
the ring’s geography for long in- 
tervals. The viewer frequently 
didn’t know whether the action was 
taking place in the center of the 


,ring or near the ropes. But that 


' credits. 


was only a small detail compared 
to the success the cameras had in 
portraying the full extent = of 
Louis’ personal tragedy. The 
closeup lens on Louis during the 
action remorselessly revealed the 
signs of fatigue and the slower re- 
flexes which doomed him to defeat. 
More attention, however, could 
have been paid to the activity in 
Louis’ corner between rounds in- 
stead of the more frequent focus- 
ing on the Charles’ corner. Win 
or lose, after all, Louis was the 
chief center of interest in this 
bout. 

‘he blow-by-blow description 
was not up to Husing’s usual cali- 
bre of sports reportage. The com- 
mentary not only failed to make 
any expert observations to supple- 
ment the action visible to every- 
one, it.was ridden by cliches where 
silence would have been far more 
effective. The filmed commercials 
for Pabst beer were relatively 
few in number but these handful 
were nerve-shattering in effect. 
Maybe the brand name will be re- 
membered on the basis of these 
plugs but the memory association 
more than likely will be of an un- 
pleasant kind. 





Lewis’ 
previously a 
tainer, took on a 
sors as of Thursday Event 
was a Significant one as far as 
conferencier Lewis was concerned. 
He noted the occasion by sporting 
a large button on his lapel bear- 
ing the legend, “Sponsored,” in 
king-sized type. Stanza’s format, 
however, continues unchanged with 


Goes 
Sus- 
spon- 


“Show 
CBS-TV 
brace. of 
(28). 


Robert Q. 
On,” 


sundry talent displaying’ their 
wares for prospective buvers. 
Lewis’ customary routine of 


laughs and levity also remained 
much the same although the Lewis- 
isms were reduced somewhat due 
to the plethora of plugs for Colum- 
bia Records ‘bankroller for the 
first half) and Ascot A.S.R. 
Lighters (second half) sponsor. Top 
guest of Columbia’s 30 minutes was 
Andre Kostelanetz. This could have 
been an interesting sequence, but 
unfortunately his stint was largely 
confined to a hefty puff for his 
latest Columbia album, 

Ascot’s half was not without its 
snafus. Show was poorly timed and 
thus barely squeezed in the final 
commercial as well as the pregram 
In light of the sponsor, 
Lewis got off to a good start by 
wearing an ascot tie. But his pres- 


'tige dipped a bit somewhat later 


when he fluffed a plug. Lewis’ 
“cue of the week’’—comedian 
Larry Daniels—made an amusing 
entry. Participating in a demon- 


‘stration of the product, he ex- 


puppet, earned a hefty mitting. | 
Billy Williams quartet put over 
“I'm Gonna Live ‘Till I Die” and 


“Makin’ Whoopee.” aided by effec- 
tive camera work and slick group- 
ings. Bill Hayes’ tenorizing of “Go- 
ing Home” was well done and he 
joined with Judy Jonson in a fair 
“Giddy-ap” tune, chirped in a sur- 
rey. 


CBS-TV_ coverage 
Louis-Ezzard Charles 
championship bout 
day night (29) was 
slick camera job that must make 
fight promoters wonder about 
where their “live” b.o. gate will 
come from in the future, 
video vantage point in this fight 
was even better than a 
seat for the most part. With the 
closeup lens used extensively, the 
| viewer was practically in the same 
| relationship to the fighters as the 


of the Joe 
heavyweight 
last Wednes- 
the type of 


Ed' blacked out too long for vor’ine! Teteree. If the camera job failed 


j anywhere it was in its inability to 


ringside | 


Robert Mbrrill’s ‘Pagliacci’ prolog | 


| tered 


plained that he was a non-smoker 
but would take a cigaret anyway 
to prove it would light. It did. 


Ed Sullivan’s ‘‘Toast of the 
Town,” which has improved con- 
sidefably in entertainment quality 
during the last few weeks, went 
into a mild slump via CBS-TV 
Sunday yight (1). Chief factor in 
the show’s overall plodding pace 


was the repeat booking of the 
Gordon Jenkins orch and choir in 
their version of “Manhattan 
Tower.” Act, despite some fine 
production backing and an okay 
narration by Barry Thompson 


‘seen in silhouette), was simply on 
too long, consuming almost the 
final quarter-hour of the show. It 
gave viewers a fine chance to 
switch over to the Bobby Clark 
program on NBC-TV's “Comedy 
Hour’ —something which Sullivan 
must do all in his power to pre- 
vent. 

Show otherwise was acceptable. 
Bert Lahr’s skit on a near-sighted 
eye-doctor, which he reportedly in- 
troduced on Broadway in 1917, hed 
its points but no required punch 
line. James Barton scored with his 
standard drunk act, an outstanding 
characterization. Betty and Jane 
Kean slapsticked their way through 
their usual sister act, getting by 
with some new material about a 
ballerina but getting too maudlin 


_ With their “Topsy” bit in blackface. 
The | 


Phil Jones Dance Group, com- 
prising six couples ranging in ace 
trom moppets to teenagers, regis- 
solidly with a_ fast-paced 
Charleston. Act may not rank with 
the pros, but it’s a fine novelty 
turn. Aerialist Nora Toomey 
rounded out the talent parade, with 
some deft twirling on a trapeze. 





Pa, sik ore Laenddelg ee: 


pd ee gs 





ee: aicbiens 





asa it a HA SR LER 





j 











> r 
ahs Ante sisal 





CoE 


— Ss ON SS OV 


. Fe 3 SS ees ww FC” 














a Satake eb 














Wednesday, October 4, 1950 


VARIETY 


TELEVISION REVIEWS 


29 








LUX VIDEO THEATRE 
(*Saturday’s Children”) 
With Joan Caulfield, Dean Harens, 


Una O’Cennor, Ralph _ Riggs, 
Eileen Heckert; Jay Jackson, 
announcer 

Producer: Cal Kuhl 

Director: Fielder Cook 

Adapted by Robert’ Cenedella 


from Maxwell Anderson play 
Music: Vladimir Selinsky 
30 Mins.; Mon., 8 p.m, 
LEVER BROS. 
CBS-TV, from N. Y, 
(J. Walter Thompson) 





Television counterpart of “Lux 
Radio Theatre,” which has been a 
consistently high AM rater for 
years, bowed in on CBS-TV Mon- | 
cay night (2) with a well-scripted 
adaptation of Maxwell Anderson’s | 
“Saturday's Children.” Following 
the radio show's emphasis on us- 
ing Hollywood stars, Joan Caul- | 
field made her video debut on the | 
TV show, but that’s about as far 
as the similarity between the two 
went. Program was a good, work- 
manlike TV legiter but carried 
little of the glamor usually at- 
tendant on the AM’er. 

Production, camera-work, sets 
and thesping were’ uniformly 
standout so that the story, while | 
not bearing any particular social 
significance, was able to sustain 
audience interest. Show will face 
some competition from NBC-TV’s | 
Paul Winchell-Jerry Mahoney pro- | 
gram and from ABC-TV’s “T-Men | 
in Action.”’ Since neither of these | 
is a dramatic program, however, | 
it should achieve respectable 
ratings, particularly if Hollywood 
names of Miss Caulfield’s calibre 
continue to be spotlighted. (Luise 
Rainer has the lead in the next 
stanza.) 

Anderson's story, as adapted by | 
Robert Cenedella, told of a young | 
married couple, both extremely | 
headstrong, and the usual strife | 
obtaining during the first couple | 
months of their marriage. It was | 
played appealingly by Miss Caul- | 
field, as the wife, and Dean /| 
Harens, as her uncompromising | 
husband. Anderson’s bright dia- | 
log was maintained fairly intact | 
and the story, naturally, had a 
happy, albeit unexpected, ending. | 
Small supporting cast was good, , 
including Una O’Connor as the! 
moralistic landlady, Ralph Riggs | 
as Miss Caulfield’s father and} 
Eileen Heckert as her older sister. | 

Show echoed Hollywood in hav- | 
ing an original score cleffed by | 
Viadimir Selinsky as background | 
music, but several times it was} 
played loudly enough to drown | 
out the actors’ voices. John Robert | 


. 


Llovd's three séts were well-de- | 
signed. Commercials, for Lux 
Soap, paralleled those on the} 


radio show but were too dimly lit. | 
Show is being produced for TV 
by Cal Kuhl, with William Keigh- 
ley, from the radio version, as exec 
supervisor. He appeared for a 
brief curtain speech on the preem. 
Miss Caulfield, of course, was 
brought back at the finish to plug 
the sponsor’s product and her 
latest tilm. Stal. 





MRS. ROOSEVELT MEETS THE, 
PUBLIC 
With Mrs. 
guests 
Producers: Elliott Roosevelt, Mar- 
tin Jones 
Director: Charles Christianson 
30 Mins.; Sun., 3:30 p.m. 
NBC-TV, from N. Y. 
Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt re- 
turned to her Sunday afternoon, 
spot on NBC-TV this week (1) with | 
a new title and slight format 
has eliminated most of the charm | 
and informality which character- 
ized the offering last season. Mrs. 
R., still an extremely gracious 
video personality, has become more | 
of a panel moderator than a, 
hostess welcoming guests to ad 
Sunday afternoon tea_ soirees. | 
While that may give the guests | 
more of a chance to score with) 
their comments on important cur- | 
rent topics, it does nothing to 
humanize them for TV. | 
_New format, though, will cut the | 
viewers in for more of a play,| 
since Mrs. R. plans to base the! 
questions she tosses to her guests 
On those submitted by the home | 
audience. She scored an impres- | 
Sive coup on the initialer by hav- | 
ing Secretary of State Dean) 
Acheson as her chief dropper-in-| 
ner, discussing the all-important | 
issues now confronting the United | 
Nations. Since he was tied up in, 
Washington, however, that por- | 
tion of the program was filmed in| 
advance. Guests present in per-, 
Son, each of whom gave an excel- | 
lent account of himself, were 
American UN delegates Benjamin | 
Cohen, Ambassador Isidor Lubin 
and Senator John Sherman Cooper. 
Show, as last year, is staged in a 
Suile of the Park Sheraton hotel, | 
mM. Tx which means the traffe noise 
from the streets again is audible. | 
Show Is packaged by the indie 
team of Elliott Roosevelt (Mrs. R.’s 
son' and Martin Jones, and was 


Roosevelt; | 
| 


Eleanor 


directed capably on the preem by 
Stal. | 


Charles Christian. 


| Ray Charles Singers. 
| ber 
| probably at his own request, was 


PERRY COMO SHOW 
With Fontane Sisters, Paulette 
Sisters, Mitchell Ayres Orch; 
Durward Kirby, announcer 
Producer-Director: Lee Cooley 
15 Mins.; Mon., Wed., Fri., 
7:45 p.m, 
LIGGETT & MYERS TOBACCO 
CBS-TV, from N. Y. 
(Cunningham & Walsh) 
This is a simple, straight and 
solid musical show. Without any 
production folderol to get in his 
way, Perry Como is being un- 
leashed on three or four pop tunes 
in each quarter-hour stanza and 
that’s enough to insure a highly 
listenable program. Como’s smooth 
vocal delivery and his ingratiating 
personality-as an emcee are suf- 
ficient to carry this video show 


| despite the absence of any special 


visual angles. 
On the kickoff stanza (2), Como | 


{opened the show with his current 
| disk hit, 


“Patricia,” handling the 
tune with his sock casual style. 
The sole half-hearted attempt at 
some production background was 


| Supplied by a group of dancers 


who cut in for about 30 seconds. 


(Como also delivered “I Cross My 


Fingers” with the Fontane Sisters 
and “Bless My House” with the 
Only num- 
which Como didn’t handle, 


the juve novelty tune, “Molasses 
Molasses,” which was bounced 
over cutely by the Paulette Sisters. 


Plugs for Chesterfield | were 
pegged on the so-called “mildness 
test.” Herm. 





THE ROBBINS NEST 
With Fred Robbins, Nate Cantor, 

Fran Gregory; Cynthia Carlin, 

announcer 
Producer: Theodore B. Sills 
Director: Babette Henry 
Writer: Hal Fimberg 
15 Mins.; Fri., 11 p.m. 
EXQUISITE FORM BRA 
ABC-TV, from New York 

(Brandford ) 

Fred Robbins has deserted his 
jockeying of swing disks (which he 
used to accompany on WINS, WOV 
and CBS with a souped up per- 
sonal slang) for comedy via this 
ABC-TV variety. Robbins comes 
over aS an appealing and relaxed 
juve, but the switch to comedics 
didn’t quite jell. The fault 
lies in the scripting and the type 
of humor that is being dished up. 
Typical gag was Robbins telling his 
secretary to file a letter, where- 
upon she pulled out a metal rasp 
and began filing. Similarly, there 
was some involved business with 
his legman telephoning him from 
the same desk. Then there’s a 
boondoggle gadget, coyly called a 


| “look-a-see,” through which Rob- 


bins is supposed to view nitery 
acts and the commercials. 

Robbins’ singing, while not 
standout, is pleasing. Fran Gre- 
gory, his secretary - chirper, 
projects nicely. Nate Cantor 
played the legman role, which 
didn’t add much to the levity. 
Dance routine added a good vaudeo 
touch. 

Commercials for the bras were 
generally well done, with Elaine 
Stewart modeling the garments 
while Cynthia Carlin delivered the 
pitch off-camera. Bril. 





HERMAN HICKMAN FOOTBALL 

SHOW 
With Hickman, guests; Sid Jaffe, 

announcer 
Producer: Walter Ware 

Director: Dave Harris 
15 mins.; Fri., 6.45 p.m. 

MARLIN FIREARMS CO. 
WNHC-TV, New Haven 

(Duane Jones) } 

Bugs are gradually getting | 
ironed out on this weekly session 
of football puns, pointers and prog- 
nostications. Rotund Herman 
Hickman, Eli pigskin mentor 
whose several hundred pounds of 
avoirdupois might have been on 
video long ago except that he had 
to wait until they brought out the 
19-inch viewer, is the head man 
here and he whips up a fairly in- 
teresting quarter-hour program. 

Opening with the _ traditional 
Yale “Boola, Boola” instrumental 
intro, announcer brings in Hick- 
man ‘against a setting simulating 
his coliege office headquarters. 
Coach breaks the ice with an 
anecdote then, following a com- 
mercial, three guests tackle Hick- 
man with a question-and-answer 
tussle. This portion is activated 
by a blackboard demonstration 
which breaks up the straight chat- 
ter angle. Balance of program is 
utilized for predictions on week- 
end’s games. 

Giveaway angle is brought in 
via guest appearances. Viewers 
are asked to write in stating why | 
they would like to win two tickets | 
to Yale Bowl games by, appearing | 
as guests. 

Hickman handles himself well, do- | 
ing okay in the adlib field. His — 
John Bunny features lend them-. 
selves well to photogenics. | 

Tew. 





SHOWTIME, U. S. A. 

With Vinton Freedliey, Henry Fon- 
da; Carol Channing, Grace & 
Paul Hartman, Alec Templeton, 
Helen Hayes, others, guests; 
music, Nathan Kroll; Tom Gil- 
bert, announcer 

Producers: Freedley, Bernard Ger- 
sten, Winston O’Keefe 

Writer - director: Howard Teich- 
mann 

30 Mins.; Sun., 7:30 p.m. 

DODGE DEALERS 

ABC-TV, N. Y. 

(Ruthrauff & Ryan) 

For all its panoply and talent, 
premiere broadcast of “Showtime, 
U. S. A.” was a stiff, self-conscious 
and unsatisfactory show. Beamed 
under the sponsorship of the 
American National Theatre & 
Academy, which gets some of the 
coin laid out by Dodge Dealers, 


this show should be surefire. It can | 


count on stars coming onto the pro- 
gram for peanuts; in order to aid 
ANTA as well as sell legit to the 
TV public, and can count on get- 


ting talent for these purposes who | 


would 6étherwise shy away com- 
pletely from the sharp eye of video. 
But unless it develops a sparkle, 
this show won’t come anywhere 
near drawing an audience, especial- 
ly when stacked up against CBS- 
TV’s “This Is Show Business.” 


Show opened smartly with a 


| filmed scene of host Vinton Freed- 


ley riding through Times Square 
(in a Dodge, natch), passing mar- 
quees of current Broadway hits on 
his way to the ‘Showtime, U. S. A.” 
broadcast. Then it bogged down, 
and stayed that way until the clos- 


ing number on the variety bill, | 


when Helen Hayes’ appearance in 
a bit from “Victoria Regina” gave 
the airer its sole note of distinc- 
tion. There was no continuity and 
no lift, in a hodge-podge show lean- 
ing to the dull side. 

It was surprising how awkward 
and strained most of these show- 
wise actors appeared on tele. 
Freedley, as host, leered away at 
audience and talent. Henry Fonda, 
as emcee (why an “emcee” was 
needed with Freedley on a half- 
hour show as “host,” is a mystery), 
looked wan, weary and_ utterly 
wasted on his airer, with his brief 
intros sounding sombre and fune- 
real. Among the guests, Carol 
Channing sang her “Diamonds Are 
a Girl’s Best Friend” number satis- 
factorily, but with no particular 
distinction. A familiar dance satire 
on the Hartmans didn’t come over, 
largely through bad camera work, 
which followed the wrong dancer 
frequently, and didn’t keep the 
couple in.proper focus for maxi- 
mum effect. Alec Templeton’s Bach 
oratorio takeoff, with girls in tights 
for a singing chorus, may have 
been a good idea in theory, but 
was flat in performance. 

Cue to what the show might be 
was the appearance of Helen 
Hayes, in her premiere telecast, 
doing the finale of “Victoria Re- 
gina,” with a beautifully shaded 
performance, and a fine makeup 
job creating five minutes of magic. 
Sequence was staged and directed 
admirably, with Miss Hayes’ voice 
heard first as the pages of the pic- 
ture album of the queen’s life were 
turned (and interest whetted for 
Miss Hayes’ appearance); an elab- 
orate scene of the court, and her 
family, in costume, awaiting Vic- 
toria, and finally the aged queen 
wheeled in. But it was Miss Hayes’ 
virtuoso bit that carried the scene, 
and added a needed wallop to the 
show. Bron. 





CELEBRITY TIME 
With Kyle MacDonnell, Herman 

Hickman, Kitty Carlisle, Zachary 

Scott; Conrad Nagel, emcee 
Writer: Lou Quinn 
Director: Ralph Nelson 
30 Mins.; Sun., 10 p.m. 

B. F. GOODRICH 
CBS-TV, from N. Y. 
(BBD&O) 

“Celebrity Time,” returning for 
its third year, is a moderately en- 
tertaining quiz show with the chief 
kick for viewers supplied by the 
various celebs appearing on the 
panel of experts. Program con- 
tinues in a straight quiz format 


with two femmes pitted against | 


two males in answering the brain- 
teasers suavely posed by Conrad 
Nagel. The questions on this show 
aren't particularly taxing but they 
are mostly slanted for visual re- 
ception. Some change of pace is 
ae by having some of the 
show biz guestars perform. 


On the preem stanza (1), Kitty | 


Carlisle neatly delivered “Another 
Opening, Another Show” and 


“Smoke Gets In Your Eyes” while | 
Yale coach Herman Hickman gave 


his predictions on the upcoming 


football games. In the straight quiz | 
contest, the best-staged question | 
was based on the dramatization of , 
opening scenes from Shakespeare’s | 
plays with the contestants asked to , 


name the play. The quiz was con- 


ducted in an informal atmocphere | 
that failed to generate anv excite- | 


ment about which team won. 
Herm. 


| MICHAEL TODD’S REVUE 


| Producer: Todd 

| 60 Mins., Sun., 8 p.m. 
FRIGIDAIRE 

| NBC-TV, from New York 
(Foote, Cone & Belding) 


Television comedy rolled back Producer - Director: 


, into high Sunday night (1) wnen 
Bobby Clark made his TV “debut” 
in “Michael Todd’s' Revue,” fourth 
in the weekly series of NBC star- 
rotating shows. With the Colgate 
segments of. Eddie Cantor, Martin 
& Lewis and Fred Allen sharing 
the first three weeks of the month, 
Clark will alternate with Bob Hope 
on the feurth week under Fri- 
gidaire auspices. (Actually, this 











| 


was no Clark debut; he appeared | 


| last year on “Lambs Gambols,” 
;| though the Todd show is an- 
nounced as his video bow.) 

Clark brought to the video 
screen some of its top comedy 
moments to date, a tribute to a 
great comic who, except for one 


private eye seeking to establish 
the identity of a femme client, 
proved himself as much at home in 
the new medium as when romp- 
ing, growling, kicking and pea- 
shooting his way across the Broad- 
way stage. Few of the major 
comics have succeeded in making 
the transition into video with such 
an ease and naturalness. 


On the other hand, Mike Todd, 
as producer of the Bobby Clark 
TV entry (a collaborative showbiz 
team-up that goes back almost a 
decade), has done nothing more or 
less than to piece together come- 
dy-musical bits of his Clark-starred 
Broadway shows (“As the Girls 
Go,” “Star and Garter,” etc.) Plus, 
of course, the inevitable Todd 
stamp of girls and legs which were 
given some hefty production back- 
ground. 

But the Todd transition from 
Broadway to video came off less 
successfully, for the girlie-girlie 
impresario apparently has failed 
to appreciate the vast gaps separat- 
ing legit from TV in staging of 
numbers. The _ productional ac- 
coutrements, in terms of Winter 
Garden staging, might have had a 
strictly bigtime Broadway flavor, 
but when reduced to the intimacy 
of TV much of the pacing, zest and 
excitement were lost. 
shortcomings could be attributed, 
also, to technical errors in erratic 
camera treatment, faulty segues 


and lack of rehearsals. At this 
stage of the TV game, with so 
much coin investiture involved, 


fect production. 

Clark, .however, was 
rare form as to minimize many of 
the distractions. Whether he was 
entertaining some New England 
dowagers at a “Boston Tea Party” 
(a bit lifted for some sock laugh 
payoffs from “As the Girls Go”), 
or again in the now familiar trial 
scene, with Clark as the black- 
robed judge with his inevitable 
pea-shooter (one of the most hilari- 
ous comedy skits te come TV’s 
way)—here were moments to make 
the next Clark entry something to 
anticipate. 

Joan Blondell guested on the 
initial Todd revue and fitted neat- 
ly in the show’s pattern, particu- 
larly in giving Clark an assist on 
the sketches and making an ex- 
cellent foil. Another guest was 
Sigmund Romberg, who did an “— 
and then I wrote” reprise at the 
piano, which unfortunately came 
off as something of a stage-wait 
in some poorly-conceived integrat- 
ed vocal-dancing interludes. The 
remaining production components 
needed a bounce and zing that 
weren't there. ‘ Rose. 


PROGRAM PLANNING 
With Al Zink, Bill Givens 
15 Mins.; Tues. (26), 5 p.m. 
WRGB-TV, Schenectady 


WRGB, which has experimented 
with various types of blocks to 
spetlight program schedules, tried 
a new format for a single, focus- 
ing viewers’ attention on fall net- 
work and local shows. Program 
manager Al Zink and promotion 
director Bill Givens had a con- 
ference table chitchat to outline 
attractions for coming weeks. They 
did not use a script, but referred 
| to program sheets. 


An easy, informal approach was 
emploved, Zink holding a cigaret 
during part of the exhanges. Result 
/was a viewable, informative 15- 
minute session. There was one 
revelation —the General Electric 
station will feature an early after- 
'noon disk jockey program. WRGB 
is gradually moving its starting 
hour forward, to noon (earlier on 
Saturday). 

Zink and Givens talked smooth- 
ly and photographed clearly. The 
' former’s voice tended to be flat and 
twangy. The latter, one 








idirectly at the camera. 


A lot of the | 


the audience and sponsor are en- | 
titled to expect a more near-per- | 


| MUSICAL COMEDY TIME 
With Bobby Clark, Joan Biondell, | (‘Anything Goes’) 
Sigmund Romberg, line, others With Martha Taye, John Conte, 


| 


Billy Lynn, Kathryn Mylroie, 
.Helen Raymond, Fred Wayne, 
Gretdgen Hauser, A. J. Herbert, 
Larry Haynes, Wirlie Birch, 
Harry Sosnik orch, others 

Richard H. 


Berger 

Music: Cole Porter 

Adapters: John Whedon, Sam 
Moore 


60 Mins., Mon., 9:30 p.m. (Alter- 
nate weeks) 
PROCTER & GAMBLE 
NBC-TV, from New York 
(Benton & Bowles) 


Television went off on a new, 


‘ambitious tangent Monday night 
(2) when “Musical Comedy Time 
|preemed under the Procter & 


|Gamble soap banner. 
iseries of 


This is the 
full-hour presentations 


‘adapted from the top Broadway 


musical shows over the past 20 


| years or so, that will alternate with 


ithe Robert Montgomery 
faltering drawn-out skit about a | 





dramatic 
show in the NBC-TV 9:30 to 10:30 
p.m. period. 

Kickoff attractton was the 
Cole Porter-Howard Lindsay-Rus- 
sel Crouse click of the 1934 Broad- 
way season, “Anything Goes,” with 
Martha Raye taking over the Ethel 
Merman stage role and John Conte 
playing the William Gaxton roman- 
tic ‘tead. 

Since this represents the first 
major attempt to adapt the musi- 
comedy formula into TV, this high- 
budgeted ($30,000 weekly) Bernard 
Schubert package stirred no little 
pre-premiere interest. As “Any- 
thing Goes” came off in its hour 
video condensation, however, it 
was far from satisfactory, despite 
the fact that the sock Porter score, 
which was given excellent treat- 
ment by Harry Sosnick’s orch, fre- 
quently took the viewer’s mind off 
the other shortcomings. Only in 
the closing minutes’ reprise of the 
title tune did the TV show in gen- 
eral and Miss Raye come close to 
capturing the spirit and flavor of 
the Porter-Crouse-Lindsay collab- 
oration. 

Whether or not a _ full-bodied 
musicomedy production, as “‘Any- 
thing Goes’ was originally con- 
ceived, can be realized. within the 
TV framework, is still to be proven. 


| Certainly in this teeoff attraction 


in such! 


‘dating game. 





| 


' 


for Procter & Gamble, too often it 
suggested looking at a stage musi- 
cal through a peephole, so com- 
pressed and single dimensioned 
was its execution. While the ac- 
tion was confined to shipboard, 
nonetheless it too often cried out 
for wider scope. 


True, there were some engaging 
moments, as Miss Raye’s “Blow, 
Gabriel, Blow” rendition; again in 
the Conte-Kathryn Mylroie love in- 
terest vocalling of “All Through 
the Night,” and sometimes in the 
subdued comedics of Billy Lynn 
as Public Enemy No. 13 disguised 
as a preacher which, while never 
achieving the dimension brought to 
the role by Victor Moore in his 
memorable stcge performance, nev- 
ertheless was satisfactory. But such 
choice items as “I Get a Kick Out 
of You” (which was practically 
wasted in a spiritless opening cur- 
tain rendition before the show ac- 
tually got off the ground), and the 
later “You're the Top” lyrical treat- 
ment by Miss Raye and Conte, only 
accented anew the difficulty en- 
countered in transferring the 
show’s original quality and flavor 
to the TV medium. 


Miss Raye too often relied on 
mugging where artistry would have 
served the show in better stead, 
although at times her frantic 
comedics paid off. It remained for 
Sosnick and his orchestra, of all 
the entities involved, to really 
wham over the Porter score. 

P & G plugs it Tide detergent 
and Camay soap in the opening 
and two intermission commervials, 

Rose. 





BLIND DATE 
With Arlene Francis, audience par- 
ticipants 
Producer: Bernard L. Schubert 
Directors: Richard Lewis, Eddie 
Nuzgent 
30 Mins.; Thurs., 9:30 p.m. 
GRUEN WATCH 
ABC-TV, from New York 
(Stockton, West & Burkhart) 
“Blind Date,” after a short sus- 
taining warmup, is now bankrolled 
by Gruen Watch. Teeoff commer- 
cial broadcast last Thursday (28) 
marked a new high for the series, 
which last scason was backed by 
Esquire boot polish. Reason was 
that the six college youths who 
compete for dates with models 
were all veterans who won their 
contests on previous airings, and 
the three models hed _ similarly 
proven their ability to play the 
Result was some 


‘amusing banter and an appealing 


| show, 
| 


most photogenic men on the screen | 
| hereabouts, occasionally looked aaa | 


Collegians included two who 
played the gui-ar, and their respec- 


(Continued on page 38) 
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| 
OS ’N’ ANDY 
ith Freeman Gosden, Charles 


Correll, Lou Lubin, Johnny Lee, 
Ernestine Wade, others | 
oducer: Glenn Middleton 

riters: Joseph E. Connolly, Rob- 

ert Mosher, Robert Ross 
80 Mins.; Sun., 7:30 p.m. 
LEVER BROS. (RINSO) 
CBS, from Hollywood 

(Ruthrauff & Ryan) 

It’s a fairly uncontradictable es- 
timate that more people have fol- 
lowed Amos ’n’ Andy down 
through the years than any con- 
temporary on the comedy scene. 
The reason is fairly obvious: 
They're the same blackface mim- 
ics that took the country by storm 
more than two decades ago and if 
anything they're better today than 
they ever were. If there's any 
noticeable change it’s minor, such 


as Kingfish (Freeman Gosden) 
overshadowing Amos (also Gos- 
den) and making Andrew H 
Brown (Charles Correll) play the 
chump for him in all their de- 
lightful nonsense 

There are few better written 


shows in radio and that’s attribut- 
able to “the boys” putting in full 
time with their three writers. 
Every word and situation Is 
weighed and it is all too evident 
that the jargon of the middleclass 
Nezro is of their own invention 
and not written “for them.” 

On the getaway Andy was thrust 
into the position of being greeted 
by Uncle Sam for military service 
and working every angle to stay a 
civilion. Of course it was all a 
mistake but that didn’t prevent a 
half hour of uproarious humor be- 


fore Andy was delivered of his 
dilemma. Situations for the most 
part were true to life and there 


was never a straining for laughs 
or an ad lib to keep the howls 
rolling. Tricks of other comics are 
rarely used and if the funny busi- 
mess doesn’t generate its own en- 


thusiasm they pass on to the next. 

In that respect they haven't 
changed since the days of the 
Pepsodent quarter-hour strip. To 


their supporting players most of 
the laugh lines are delivered and 
like Jack Benny the sympathy is 
always on the side of the chief 
protagonists. Ernestine Wade, Lou 
Lubin and Johnny Lee prove com- 
petent conferees and the music of 
Jeff Alexander moulded to the 
mood. 

Agency has two producers on the 
show but the fine hands of Gos- 
den and Correll are all too evi-| 
dent in the infallible direction. | 
That there’s not a better written 
and produced show than A & A 
will find few dissenters. Soon 
they'll be on the TV sereens, not 
in person, but if the same strict 
adherence to detail is practiced as 
in radio, Gosden and Correll will 
have another winner in the new 
medium. 

To perfectionists like them it’s 

ot to be good or it doesn’t go on. | 

o A & A-it must be double A, 
and they won’t settle for anything 
less. Helm. 


FRANCE CALLING 
Director: Jack Grogan 
Writer: Mort Levin 
30 Mins.; Sun., 5 p.m. 
FRENCH TOURIST OFFICE 
WNEW, New York 

(L. H. Hartman Co.) 

Ordinary radio commercials take 
the form of a number of spot an- 
mouncements on a show. The 
French Government Tourist office, | 
which picks up the tab for “France | 
Calling,” is fortunate in being | 
able to make the entire half-hour 
a plug for its product, which is | 
French tourism, through the medi- | 
um of a disk jockey show featuring | 
French music. The listener can’t. 
help but want some background in- | 
formation to add to his music, and | 
when it’s “romantic” France the 
announcer is taking about, the lis- 
tener is sure not to mind. 

Show is dressed up disk jockey 
om, featuring recordings of 

rench artists singing their own 
music and Gallic versions of Amer- 
ican songs. Also featured is a 
weekly transcribed interview with 
an American who. has visited 
France or a French celebrity. 

On show caught, Edith Piaf was 
interviewed by Bert Wayne, who is 
the deejay on the show, and a 
couple of her Columbia recordings 
were played. Miss Piaf handled 
herself easily, and was given a fine 
plug for her current appearance 
at the Versailles nitery, New York. 

Wayne, aside from spinning the 
French disks, handled his script, 
which abounded in information 
about the French singers and) 
France itself, nicely. Included in | 
numbers played was a French ver- | 
-ien, by Alys Robi, of the American | 
“Trolley Song.” This type of re-| 
cording is to be a weekly feature 
of the show. 

Music was good, and should keep | 
those who like French -music as | 
constant listeners. Script and in- | 
terviews were interesting, and off-| 

~ beat theme of the program was 
Maintained on a high level. 
Chan, 





| 





| 30 Mins.; Sun., 8:30 p.m. 
| PROCTER & GAMBLE 
' CBS, from Hollywood 


RED SKELTON SHOW 

With Lurene Tuttle, Martha Went- 
worth, Pat McGeehan Rod. 
O’Connor; John Holbrook, an- 
nouncer; David Rose orch 

Director: Keith McLeod 

Writer: Edna Skelton 





(Benton & Bowles) 

Red Skelton encountered no lit- 
tle difficulty Sunday (1) getting off 
the ground for Tide. Principal 
trouble was a ragged script, few of | 
whose shortcomings were glossed 
over by the comic’s perennially 
yockful ad libs. He essayed too 
many characters of his initialer 
for the season, and none fully de-| 
veloped. The old spirit is there, 
however, and will unquestionably 
come across on upcoming layouts. 

Edna Skelton’s pointless script, 
“It Happened at, The Airport,” 
spotted Skelton as a punchdrunk 
pug, a political campaigner, the 
mean little kid, the country bump- 
kin and himself, straight, sans dia- 
lect. He was at his best as the pug 
who hears bells, firetrucks and 
canaries, weakest as the politico. 
More play should have been given 
the brat, who talked himself and 
his mother into seats on the plane 
by scaring another seat-holder 
away with threats about how he 
was going to blow the plane up 
with a chemistry set, matches and 
a monkey wrench designed to 
throw the instrument panel out of 


gear. Windup gag, about Skelton 
returning to N. Y. to pick up 
spouse Georgia, left stranded at 


the airport, was weak. Maybe the 
whole show should have happened 
in the air 


Skelton’s support was fine, in- 
cluding Lurene Tuttle, Martha 
Wentworth, Pat McGeehan and 


Rod O'Conner, latter doubling as 
co-plugger of the Procter & Gam- 
ble detergent with John Hol- 
brook. Keith McLeod directed, 
and David Rose’s orch whipped up 
some agreeably frothy arrange- 
ments of “It’s a Big Wide Wonder- 
ful World” and “All My Love.” 
Mike. 


THE RAILROAD HOUR 
With Gordon MacRae, 

Conner, others 
Writer: Jean Holloway 
Producer: Francis Van Hartesfeldt 
30 Mins., Mon.; 8 p.m. 
ASSN. OF AMERICAN RAIL- 

ROADS 
NBC, from Hollywood 

(Benton & Bowles) 

Opening with a half-hour con-| 
densation of the Rodgers and 
Hammerstein musical “Allegro,” | 
“The Railroad Hour” returned to | 
the air Monday (2) for its regular | 
winter stand. This series of minia- | 


Nadine | 


provides 
with a comfortable 30-minute ses- 
sion of pleasant melodies. Bulk of 
the program is devoted to musical 
renditions, which are integrated 
into a skeletonized story. Produc- 
tion and vocalizing are of a profes- 
sional calibre. 

Baritone Gordon MacRae holds 
down the weekly spotlight with an 
assist from guest artists. Besides 
show’s format, MacRae’s name 
should continue to lend itself as a 
potent draw. Appearing with the 
vocalist on the _ initialer was 
Nadine Conner. Together they 
went through the score of the 
R&H musical, managing to get the 
story-line across via snatches of 
dialog. At various times a Greek 


chorus technique was used, simi-| Initial 


lar to that employed in the actual | 
| ited | satisfy some of the older western 


show. 


Among the more popular tunes , addicts. 


aired were “A Fellow Needs a 
Girl,” “We Have Nothing to Re- 
member So Far” and “You Are 
Never Away from Your Home in 
My Heart.” Both MacRae and 
Miss Conner handled their vocal 
chores neatly, while the chorus, 
under Norman Luboff’s direction, 
showed excellent form. The or- 
chestra, directed by Carmen 
Dragon, provided a solid musical 
background. Gros. 


Hub’s WORL Preem Delay 


Boston, Oct. 3. 

WoOr’.. originally skedded for 
an Oct. 1, preem, has run into 
construction difficulties forcing a 
weeks’ delay, with date now set 
at Oct. 8. 

Station had inked four disk 
jockeys to the roster in addition 
to Norm Prescott, program direc- 





tor. Newlysigned deejays are:| 


Allen Dary, ex of WBLY, Water- 
bury; Bob Swan, WPTR, Albany; 
Dave Rogers, WEIN, Fitchburg, 
and Bill Ryan of Allentown, Pa. 





| Sunday 
|sponsor. Despite the fact that the 


; over some decent laughs. 


| switchover 
| slot 
|of oater entertainment, 


| Autry. 


‘ture adaptations of musical legit | 


| productions listeners | 


} 
| behalf of law and order. 


| 
| 


|lynched while attempting to get) strip. 


| 








PHIL HARRIS-ALICE FAYE 
SHOW 


With Elliot Lewis, Walter Tetley,| with Barry Thomson, Bill Gordon 
Robert North, Anne Whitfield, Producer: Dick Pack 


Jeanine Roose 
Producer-Directer: Paul Phillips 


Writers: Dick Chevillat, Ray Singer | 


30 Mins.; Sun., 7:30 p.m. 


Sustaining 
NBC, from Hollywood 
Phil Harris and Alice Faye 


kicked off another season for NBC 
(1), this time without a 


web is sustaining them, the Har- 
rises were adamant about remain- 


_ing in their 7:30 p.m. Sabbath slot, 
| thus 


the upcoming 90- 
Show” to air a 
half-hour earlier than originally 
planned. Their determination to 
stay put will probably redound to 
the benefit of “Amos ’n’ Andy” on 
CBS. 

Not that Harris and his singing 
frau don’t dish up an 
family situation comedy. They 
evolve a pleasing stanza that gets 
But they 
lack the warmth of characteriza- 
tion of their CBS competition. 

On the preem they kidded them- 
selves for their sponsorless condi- 
tion, via talks with would-be bank- 
rollers, including a marinated 
moosemeat manufacturer, a bookie 
and a counterfeiter. There was a 
genuinely comic bit in the de- 
nouement, when the _ legitimate 
backer was scared off by a neigh- 
borhood 
rises’ kid. 

Simple sponsor-hunting plot car- 
ried the humor along acceptably. 
Miss Faye did a neat bit of chirp- 
ing on “I love the Guy” and the 
music direction by Walter Scharf 
was competent throughout. 


Bril. 


forcing 
minute ‘Dream 


HOPALONG CASSIDY 
With William Boyd, Andy 
others 

Writer: Alan Bautzer 

30 Mins., Sat.; 8:30 p.m. 

GENERAL FOODS 

CBS, from Hollywood 
(Young & Rubicam) 


After a summer breather “Hopa- 


Clyde, 


AM ttrail via a 
hour show over CBS, following a 
from Mutual. With 





| to fit, the doings of today. Calling 


| claiming 


| that fit the news is a cute gimmick, 
amusing; 


brat posing as the Har-'| 


SHAKESPEARE VIEWS THE, 
NEWS 


Director: John Grogan 

Writers: Betty Tevis, Arthur Heine 
15 Mins.; Sun., 10 p.m, 
Sustaining 

WNEW, N.Y. 

WNEW is. sugar-coating the 
classics for the masses in this one, 
in a commendable effort to tie up 
William Shakespeare and the cur- 
rent news. It’s a capsule view of 
the classics, in brief quotations 
from the Bard’s writings that have 
parallel with, or apt description 


Shakespeare a “news anaylst,” or 
that quotes from his 
works “follow news stories, point- 
ing a moral or editorializing,” is, 
however, somewhat far-fetched. 
Finding apt quotes in Shakespeare 





but it’s preferable for a one-shot 
or briefie rather than a 15-minute | 
program series. The quotes get a| 
little ‘‘so-whattish” after a while, | 
although there ought to be school | 
or textbookish interest in this | 
airer. } 

Narrator Bill Gordon brought up 
such topical items as the Louis- | 
Charles fight, N. Y. police shake- | 
up, Truman and Bradley speeches, | 
the UN activity and the Brooklyn- | 
Phillies final-day battle, while | 
Barry Thomson had the fitting | 
quotes from Shakespeare’s plays, 
poems or sonnets. For the debate | 
on whether UN forces should cross 
the 38th Parallel, there was te | 
quote from “Julius Caesar” 
“There’s a time in the affairs of | 
men,” ete. Some of the allusions | 
were a little far-fetched—such as 
a quote on “singing” to go with the | 


| 
om | 


| item about a gambling squealer | 
| who “sang.” A vocal at the close | 


| bringing the whole tenor of the! 


spotting of this airer in the 8:30) 


on Saturday nights, 
is offering its listeners a full hour 
teed off 


CBS | 


by a 30-minute session with Gene | 


Current drawing power of 
“Cassidy” along with time slotting 


iit to good use in this cross-the- | 


should garner maximum juve list-| 


enership since the kiddies are giv- 


en a few extra play hours on Sat-| 


urday nights and in most cases are 
confined indoors. 


|competently professional crew tak- 


Series follows a familiar pattern | 


with ‘“‘Hoppy” risking his neck on 
Preem 
almost getting 


kick ‘‘California”’ 


| level of a joke. 


| JIM CONWAY SHOW 


‘long Cassidy” is again riding the | 
transcribed half- | 


from “Kiss Me, Kate’—‘Brush Up | 
Your Shakespeare” — might have | 
sounded like a cute idea on paper, 
but had the reverse effect here, in 


} 


to the| 
Bron. 


program suddenly down 


With Jack Fulton, Jean Williams, 
Hal Kartun and orch 
Producer-Writer: Don Brinkley 
Director: Hooper White 
15 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 7:45 a.m. } 
Sustaining 
WBBM, Chicago 
WS3BBM, CBS Chi flagship, which | 
has been building up a sizeable | 
stable of live talent puts part of! 
board-breakfast airer. Strip fol-' 
lows the well-worn music and chat- 
ter format but escapes. being} 
strictly mill-run because of the | 


ing part in the activities. 
Emcee Jim Conway, aided by 
copy above par for this type of | 


: _local show, registers well with a 
show had the cowboy and his side- | 


pleasant personality, not too grat- | 
ingiy jovial for an early morning | 
Working with him on show 


the goods on a crooked cattle- | caught (28) were singers Jack Ful- 
raiser responsible for the looting;ton and Jean Williams, both ac-| 30 Mins.; Sunday 3 p.m. 


of a number of small western, quitting themselves ably. 


Fulton 


THE RED FEATHER ROUNDUP 


With President Truman, Charlies E, 
Wilson, Ronald and Benita Col- 
man, Dennis Day, Bob Hope, 
Bing Crosby, Lucille Ball, Jack 
Kirkwood, Art Linkletter, others 

Producer-director: Walter Bunker 

Writers: Jess Oppenheimer, Betty 
Fox, Elliott Daniel, Bill Man- 
hoff, Frank Galen, Charles Isaacs 

30 Mins., Fri., 10 p.m. 

NBC, CBS, ABC, MBS, frem Holly- 
wood, New York, Washington 


Radio ean give itself a good pat 
on the back for its work in “Red 
Feather Roundup,” the half-hour 
show opening the annual campaign 
of the Community Chests of Amer- 
ica last Friday (29) night. The in- 
dustry pitched in, opening all net- 
works to carry the airer and eon- 
tributing most of the work on the 
show. The program made its point 
of the necessity of supporting the 
Community Chest, but did it in a 
manner that provided solid enter- 
tainment. 


First portion of the show, the 
entertainment portion, originated 
from Hollywood, with a message 
by President Truman coming out 
of Washington and a reply of 
thanks by Community Chest’ na- 
tional campaign chairman Charles 
E. Wilson broadcast from New 
York. Webs, incidentally, allowed 
indie stations carrying the pro- 
gram to cut in on Wilson’s message 
and broadcast thanks from local 
campaign chairmen. 


Show was built around skits in- 
volving the various stars, all with 
the theme of canvassing \for the 
Community Chest behind them. 
Stars had their own writers work 
on the scripts and their own direc- 
tors pacing the sketches, and they 
turned out some solid comedy ma- 
terial. 

Dennis Day, working as a Cane 
vasser, visited Ronald and Benita 
Colman, and the’ conversation, 
naturally, got around to Jack Ben- 
ny. Material revolving about 
Benny’s apparent refusal to con- 
tribute was good, and everyone 
was happy when it’s learned that 
he’s a canvasser himself. Bob 
Hope, also cast as a campaigner, 
visited Bing Crosby, and between 
gags, Crosby sang “Mona Lisa.” 
Hope then visited Lucille Ball, and 
together with Jack Kirkwood, they 
contributed an excellent comedy 
turn which with a trio rendition of 
“Home Cookin’.” Art Linkletter, 
with the aid of a couple of L. A. 
school kids, turned a fine emcee- 
ing job. 

Production, direction and script- 
ing were all topnotch. Chan, 


ESCAPE 

(“A Sleeping Draft’’) 

With Ben Wright, John Dodsworth, 
Bruce Payne, Tommy Barrett, 
John Delmer, Lew Krugman, 
others; Roy Rowan, announcer 

Writer: Antony Ellis 

Producer-Director: Norman Mac- 
donnell 


Sustaining 


banks. Duo, up to their necks in| scored with a pleasing version of | CBS, from Hollywood 
trouble, manage to come out okay | “Louise,” and Miss Williams con- 
at the last minute and gallop off to| tributed _a_ nicely turned job on| waves adventure series, “Escape,” 
| “Thrill Me.” Backing by staff band, | which has been doing CBS fill-in 
Bill Boyd is his usual calm and; fronted on this segment by Len duty for years, teed off for an- 


new advertures. 


assured self in the title role, 


Andy Clyde lends capable support | 


as his partner. Frequent interrup- 


tions for Grape Nuts’ Flakes com- | 


mercials, aimed at the younger 
elemem, hamper’ show’s_ pace. 
yarn, incidentally, 


enough action and 


Gros. 





DEATH & DEATHLESS LIFE OF 
THE LITTLE FLOWER 

With Father Augustine Walton 

Producer: Libby Bohen 

30 Mins.; Sun. (Oct, 1), 12:15 p.m. 

WPTR, Albany 


Special program honoring the 
combined death and feast day 
(Oct. 3) of St. Theresa of Lisieux 
is one in a series which the 50,- 
000-watt station has scheduled to 
place greater emphasis on Sunday 
religious broadcasts. Presented 
through cooperation of Albany 
Diocesan Radio Guild, it had a nar- 
ration and exhortation by Father 
Walton, delegate in America of 
the Superior General of the Mill 
Hill Fathers, London, Eng, Father 
Walton is an authority on the 
Child Saint. 


His was a beautifully written, 
movingly delivered tribute, whose 
appeal would be principally 
though not perhaps exclusively to 
Catholics. Transcribed music nicely 
spaced the narration. Father Wal- 
ton wisely employed a conversa- 
tional rather than a pulpit tone. 
His English accent and diction 


Seattle—Freelancer Norm Bob-| might require a little straining by 


row has new program, “Bargain! American ears to catch. 


Train” 


Libby 


on indie KRSC, Program! Bowen, of station special event: 
airs Monday through Friday at) department, a both 


/10 a.m. for 30 minutes and is de-| production. Announcer Wally Nor- 


achieved a smooth 


signed to give smaller advertisers | man’s voice fitted ideally the mood. 


a chance to buy 
they can afford. 


daily spots at price Program tended to be a shade long. 


Jaco. 


| 
| 
| 





while Cleary, was okay. 


Show’s single jarring note was} 
the slightly disproportionate | 
amount of laughter the group) 
themselves got out of their own) 
patter. Give and take between | 


had | emcee and cast had a few funny | 
suspense to spots but it’s doubtful the home | 


listeners joined in the yocks. 
Dave. 


‘Juvenile Jury’ Switches 


Sundays From 3:30 to 7:30 


General Foods is moving its 
“Juvenile Jury,” which has been 
airing Sundays at 3:30 p.m. on Mu- 
tual, to 7:30 p.m., ending its battle 
with NBC’s “Quiz Kids.” “Jury” 
is dropping to the 7:30 p.m. spot 
next Sunday (8). 

“Under Arrest,” previously aired 
at 7:30, moves up to 4 p.m., and 
“Hashknife Hartley” goes into. the 
3:30 slot. 


WKRC’s Rate Increase 


Cincinnati, Oct. 3. 








Under a quick-decisioned rate | 
increase’ effective this week, | 
WKRC, a CBS affiliate, expanded | 
Class A and B time periods. Class | 
time was moved up from 8 a.m. to, 
7 am, and 10:30 to 11, p.m. be-| 
comes Class A instead of Class C | 
on new card. 


In announcing the change, Her- 
man E. Fast, general manager, said 
it was made “partially in view of | 
the general inflation of the times.” | 

He added that “AM radio is be- 
ing tested and WKRC is proving 
with results the potency of its 
Sales messages,” 


That hardy perennial of air- 


other semester Sunday (1) in the 
3 p.m. slot, with stanza emanating 
from Hollywood. Adhering to its 
former format, that of dramatizing 
adventure yarns, the Antony Ellis 
version of “A Sleeping Draft,” 
adapted from the Weston Martyr 
yarn, shaped up as acceptable fare. 

Yarn is woven around the ship- 
ment of some 400 convicts from 
London to the Australian penal 
colony. The charges, though hand- 
cuffed and manacled, by far out- 
number the crew and “screws” ac- 
companying them on the long voy- 
age to penal servitude. Most are 
killers sentenced to life terms and 
nothing to lose if opportunity 
should present itself to polish off 
a few more to gain escape. Situa- 


|tion keeps the half-hour unravel- 


ling at a high point of suspense 
throughout. Despite usual dili- 
gence and successive searches of 
the convicts before being taken 


/aboard, many have managed to 


conceal knives and make use of 
them, first on some of their com- 
rades in order to pilfer their 
monies and then on the sadistic 
jailer, Finch. Before situation gets 
out of hand, however, the boat’s 
captain makes a forced deal with 
the genteel leader of the mob to 
permit him to escape pre-landing 
if he curbs the seething mutiny. 
Latter keeps his end of bargain, 
but heavy fog necessities dropping 
anchor 15 miles out. Convict mis- 
takes agreed upon signal, goes 
over the side and drowns. 


Seripter Ellis sustained chills 
via his suspenseful script, Norman 
Macdonnell maintained it in his 
taut directian and solid perform- 
ances were turned in by Ben 
Wright, John Dodsworth, Bruce 
Payne and John Delmer in the 
central roles. It’s currently on 
for a sustaining ride. Edba. 
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ABC 


American Broadcasting Company 







Starting Monday, October 9, Mary Margaret McBride 
will broadcast on WJZ — exclusively in the ; 


New York area. Her program remains the same: 





the warm, cordial, informal atmosphere. ;: 
the celebrated guests..:;the wonderful grace 
and charm and enthusiasm that make 


Mary Margaret McBride the First Lady of Radio. 





Mary Margaret McBride WJZ 1-2 p.m. 
Monday through Friday 


ATTENTION: 


ALL ABC STATIONS! 


Soon —Ffor the first time—the Mary Margaret 
McBride show will be available for LOCAL 
sponsorship on your station...on ALL ABC 
stations from coast to coast. The program 
will be broadcast every weekday (at a time 
to be determined) over the entire ABC radio 
network. For advertisers in your area, here 

is the chance of a lifetime. ..the opportunity 
to sponsor the most beloved and believed 
woman in all advertising. 
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Tele Chatter 








New York 


Garry Davis guesting on NBC- 
TV’s “We, the People” Friday 
night (6) to explain his reasons for 
.reassuming his U. S. citizenship. 
. .. Talent agent John Gibbs set 
film star Mark Stevens to make his 
video bow by guesting on an up- 
coming Milton Berle show on NBC. 

. WOR-TV has sold all its time 


signals to Elgin Watch for 52 
weeks ... Ernest A. Marx, receiver | 
sales manager for DuMont Labs, 


will compare European and U. S. 
TV at a press confab next week, 
based on his lengthy trip abroad. 
Richard Hart, one of the leads in 
the Broadway legiter “Happy 
Time,” inked to play the title role 
in DuMont’s “Adventures of Ellery 
Queen,” preeming Oct. 19 under 
Kaiser-Frazer sponsorship 
Charlotte F. Stern rejoined Du- 
Mont as ad-promotion chief, same 
job she held until her resignation 
two years ago to set up her own 


TV program sales organization .. . | 


Max Abrams, Emerson’s secretary- 
treasurer, to be feted by 
Brooklyn division of the Federa- 
tion of Jewish 
the Hotel Waldrof-Astoria 
Tuesday night (10)... Pall Malls’ 
“Big Story,” now aired 


Friday nights via NBC-TV, goes 


the | 


Philanthropies at | 
next | 
| Lowman joined 
. Charles F. Lowe, newly | 
| ing telecast in two parts next Mon- 


alternate | 


weekly starting March 9, 1951... .| 


Indie package producer 
Cooper due in from the Coast to- 
day ‘Wed.).. 
from Hollywood Friday (6) for a 
guest shot on CBS-TV “Ken Mur- 
ray Show” the following night, and 
for huddles with execs of Esso, 
which sponsors his CBS-TV’er . . 

Allan Stevenson pacted for a role 
on NBC-TV’s 


day (9)... Wést Hooker has pacted 
for “Rockabye Street,” new show 
for kids by Beth Brown ... Bob 


Kaufman planed to Switzerland to- 
day to write and direct a video 
travelog for Swiss Airlines, 
TV/films, Inc. Doug Sinclair went 
along as cameraman .. . Franklin 
Pulaski, now using the 
Frank Rhodes, 
morning show, 
Abraham & Strauss,” 
Johnson ...WCBS-TV’s Bob How- 
ard now aired Mondays, 
davs and Fridays from 6:30 to 6:45 


Frank | 


. Alan Young arrives | 


“Lights Out Mon- | 


nanie | 
sharing the WABD | 
“Shopping Time at | 
with Maggie | 


Wednes- | 


| p.m “Airlane Trio” signed to | 
appear "Thursdays on WJZ-TV’s 
|morning show, “The Fitzgeralds.” 


Hollywood 


Jimmy Vandiveer named man- 
ager of daytime programming at 
KECA-TV. He’ll continue as exec 
producer of sports and_ special 
events show Carlos Molina 
joined Bob Nunes’ Allied Casting 
Agency to head the music depart- 
ment... Wiere Bros, set to appear 
|on Jack Benny’s first teleshow ... 
| Martha Raye returns to the Milton 





“Chicago Calendar” Monday (2)... 
John Alexander is directing and 
Ted Liss is producing two-hour 
cross-the-board “Fun and Fea- 
tures” show which bowed on 


| WBKB Monday (2) after switching 
| from WGN-TV. Strip is emceed by 





Berle layout next Tuesday (10)... | 


KTLA leased the 
to house audience layouts. It will 
be renamed the KTLA Studio 
Theatre Clark Dennis and 
Arthur Lee Simpkins inked to 
make five Snader Telescriptions 
each .. . Quiz layout tagged “ 
man With Harmon” bows 
KTTV tomorrow (11) 
Breckner directing the cast which 


on 


Melvan theatre | 
ie it onion Wihna's 


Jar- | 


with Bob! 


includes Tom Harmon, Paul Zim- | 


merman and Nancy Chaffee 


| arranger, 


Skippy Dog Food picked up the | 
option for a solid 52 weeks on the | 


Selten-Sachs package “Just 
Fun” which has been beamir?’ over 
KFI-TV for the last year... Jim 
the KTTV 
staff .. 
appointed video 
Erwin Wasey agency, 
York over the weekend to 
the first Burns and Allen vidshow. 

. Ocean Park wrestling moves 
Friday (13) from KECA-TV to 
KLAC-TV, latter taking it in place 
of the Pasadena grunt-and-groan 
show which has been beaming for 
four months. Maier Beer is pick- 
ing up half the tab on the Ocean 
Park videasts . KLAC-TV re- 
newed singer Joe Graydon for an- 
other 52 weeks .. 
inked by Jerry Fairbanks produc- 
tions 


supervisor for 


Chicago 

Chi NBC veepee I. E. 
Showerman out to Omaha Friday 
(29) taking part in festivities in 
connection with WOW-TV’s join- 
ing NBC’s interconnected network. 
Jack Brickhouse took over 
emceeing chores on WGN-TV’s 





for | 
sales | 


hied to New | 
prep | 


George Menard . Snader Tele- 


scriptions displaying their new 
series of open-end musical tele 
films here this week .. . Russ Reed 


moves in as weather expert on 
WENR-TV’s late evening “Weather 
Or Not” strip . Tom Duggan 
gabbing a 15-minute sports show 
preceeding WNBQ’s world series 
telecast for the Iron Fireman 
Manufacturing Co. ... Ann Sheri- 
dan set to guest on ABC-TV’s “Don 
McNeill TV Club” Oct. 18 





University of Chicago is installing | 


Vericolor equipment for surgical 
teaching via color TV at its cancer 
research center . Paul Rhymer 
takes over next week as scripter 
“Public Life of Cliff 
Norton,” replacing Roy Winsor who 
has joined Biow agency in N. Y. 
George Williams, WGN-TV 
schedules engineer, marks 
year with WGN and WGN-TV this 
month Sabini Bros., Hudson 
dealers, have ordered 
Sunday film on WENR-TV 
Paul Fogarty, WGN-TV _ sports 
emceeing quarter-hour 
cross-the board calisthenics show. 


London 
Lian - Shin - Yang, Chinese so0- 
prano, plays the title role in 


‘“‘Madame Butterfiy,”” which is be- 
day and Tuesday (9-10). George 
R. Foa is producing and the cast 
includes Powell Lloyd and Percy 
Heming of Covent Garden 

Wilfred Pickles launches a new 
“At Home” series Saturday (7), in 
which he introduces people from 


'all parts of the country who 
talk about their jobs. Pro- 
ducer is Norman Swallow. Series 
will be aired fortnightly Au- 


. Verne Smith | 


to narrate series of video | 
| commercials for Guild Wine. 
via | cnacniniieadinii 


(Chick) | 


tumn and winter models by Chris- 
tian Dior were shown Monday (2) 

. Tonight (4) the Sports Maga- 
zine will visit the Richmond Ice 
Rink Two outside sporting 
features will be the telecasting of 
ice hockey Saturday night (7) from 
the Empress Hall and racing from 
Ascot Friday and Saturady (6-7) 
, Also in the program Friday 
night will be a further discussion 


on topical questions, with the 
speakers being Robert Boothby, 
M. P., Michael Foot, M.P. Brown, 
ex-M. P. 


25th | 


half-hour | 


:this season, 


NETWORK AIRERS SOCK 
IN OMAHA TEEOFFS 


Omaha, Oct. 3. 

Tele network programs got away 
here Saturday (30) noon, on the 
new microwave setup, to boff re- 
ception. Tops for the afternoon 
was the Notre Dame-North Caro- 
lina football game over KMTYV, as 
well as the Nebraska-Indiana game 
on WOW TV. Sets were going all 
over town, some taverns and other 
spots putting in two sets to get | 
the two games simultaneously. It | 
was a field diy for sports fans. 

The network football game came | 
through beautifully over KMTV. 
All other net offerings were okay. 
No slips were recorded. Opening 
of the two net chains was herald- 
ed by large TV newspaper ads, 
both cooperative and individual. 
The Cudahy Packing Co., which 
sponsors the Nebraska TV games 
went all out in pub- 
Others did the same. 

Sale of sets was. stimulated 
greatly. It’s now figured by the 
Iowa-Nebraska Electrical Council 
that the Omaha area will have 
60,000 sets in operation by the 
first of the year. Current number 
is set at 36,000. Spots more than 
80 miles away reported reception. 





licizing it. 





Atlanta Co-ax Big 
Atlanta, Oct. 3. 


Arrival of coaxial cable service 
Saturday (30) set localites agog. 
| WSB-TV (NBC), Atlanta Journal- |} 


scored a first | 
“Acrobatic Ranch,” 
an ABC production from Chicago, 
via New York and Washington, at 
11:30 a. m. on opening day. The 
presentation followed by one day 
the second anniversary of WSB-TV. 

Both WSB-TV and WAGA-TV | 
(CBS), its younger rival, owned 
and operated by Fort Industries, 
were on the air that same after- 
noon with DuMont network’s tele- 
cast of the Notre Dame-North Caro- 
lina football garne at South Bend. | 

Gene Russell, NBC newsreel 
cameraman, filmed the ceremonies, 
showing Mayor William B. Harts- | 
field congratulating J. Leonard | 
Reinsch, managing director of the 
Cox radio and televising proper- 
ties, and other officials of WSB and 
WSB-TV. 


Constitution station, 
by televising 


cece out WSB-TV’s first day 


| ace 


| stations, 


| days 


| and 


Only 1 TY Girrcutt 
Seen for Britain 
For Many Years 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 

The British Isles will be blan- 
keted by only one TV circuit for 
many years to come, and all] sta- 
tions operating will be hooked up 
for simultaneous broadcast of the 
This was revealed 
by T. E. Henry, editor of the Man- 
chester Evening News, who Js gan- 
dering Hollywood as part of a na- 
tion-wide tour. 

British television, Jike radio, 1s 
under the complete conirol of Brit- 
ish Broadcasting Corp which 
charges an annual fee of about 
$4.50 annually to each video set 
owner to eliminate commercial 
sponsorship entirely. Under this 
setup, competing channels or sta- 
tions are unnecessary, Henry ob- 
served. 

BBC is currently 
TV station at the Alexander Pal- 
in London and is building 
transmitters near Birmingham and 
at Hunterfield, between Manches- 
ter and Leeds—both of which will 
be ready next year. These three 
going up the middle of 
England, will virtually cover the 
entire country. Two smaller sta- 
tions, fed by relays, are planned 
near the borders of Wales and 
Scotland, to eventually give com- 
plete coverage of the British Isles. 

Programming is entirely differ- 
ent than in the U. S., Henry stated. 
During school vacations and holi- 
afternoon programs = are 
broadcast on TV for the kids, con- 
sisting mainly of old western films 
serials. Night programs start 
at 8 o’clock, and are split up be- 
tween plays, varieties and old film 
features. Station signs off about 
10:30. 


same program. 


operating one 


Joe DiMaggio’s 
(NBC) from New 


on the cable was 
sports quiz show 


York, giving that station the pres- 


tige of presenting productions from 
three networks. 

















CLOSING TONIGHT 


IF | WERE A BELL ® 





OPENING OCTOBER 6 
HEADLINING CHICAGO THEATRE 


LATEST CORAL RELEASE: 
COLD, COLD WINTER ® BALLIN’ THE JACK 


I'LL KNOW 
(FROM GUYS & DOLLS) 


Management: WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 


SUCCESSFUL 4-WEEK ENGAGEMENT 
EMPIRE ROOM, PALMER HOUSE 
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The most distinguished woman 
of our time 


Beginning October 11, Mrs. Roosevelt 
will bring to New York radio an 
historic event, the premiere of “The 
Eleanor Roosevelt Program” 12:30- 
1:15 PM Monday through Friday 

on WNBC. Never before in history 
have New Yorkers had such a ee a 
stimulating listening opportunity. 
Never before in history have 
advertisers had such an unusual 
opportunity to participate in the 
sponsorship of a program of such 
distinction. 


Twelve advertisers will gain the 





createst franchise in New York radio. 


Call NBC Spot Sales or WNBC Sales 


@ Mrs. Eleonor Roosevelt, U. S. Delegate to 


United Nations General Assembly, author, 


SenERE,. SHEN: Sumpenagon for availabilities before it’s too late. 
+. ON inspiration to millions, 


WNBC new york 


represented by NBC SPOT SALES 


é 


NEW YORK e CHICAGO e CLEVELAND e SAN FRANCISCO e HOLLYWOOD 
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Minnesota Politicos See Radio as Big 
Vote Getter; Set Record No. of Airer 


Minneapolis, Oct. 3. 
Because it was demonstrated 
during the recent primaries that 
it’s almost impossible in Minnesota 
to get voters out to political rallies 


any more the Democratic-Farmer- 
Labor party will abandon them for 
more radio time during the im- 
pending campaign. It has con- 
tracted for an _  alitime record 
amount of such time 

What’s more the _ party. will 
launch on this huge scale an en 
tirely new and pretentious method 
of weaning Minnesota voters’ at 
tention from other radio attrac 
tions—a method that well may 
serve as a pattern for political 
campaigns throu out the nation 
to the radio stations’ financial bene 
nh 

[t’ll inaugurate a radio program 
that will be like a “town meeting 
of the air” and will blanket the en 
t're state with it ove 18 stations 
in every corner of Minnesota each 
Monday night from now until 
Nov. 6. The teaser to the scheme 
lies in a question and answer pe 
rod during which H. H. Peterson, 
the p2rtyv’s gubernatorial candidate, 
will t»ckle critical queries about 
the way the Republicans have been 
running the state government the 


past 10 years. 
Voters will be invited to send in 
the questions and there'll be prizes 
for the best ones \ 
representing every 
s‘ate, has been set up to handle 
the shows. A managing director 
for the shows has been named. 
The DFL also plan., if possible, 


committee, 


section of the 


to use television for the first time 
in any political campaign. Scarc- 
itv of available TV time. however, 


threatens to be an obstacle to such 
procedure. 


SHELTON’S CHI EXIT 
Oct. 3. 
John Shelton exits the Chi office 


Chicago, 


of WOR after 13 years as an ac- 
count exec. Resignation was an- 
nounced last week. 


Shelton’s future plans aren’t set 
yet 


' sume in 





+ 


Defense Aides 


Washington, Oct. 3. 

NAB prexy Justin Miller to- 
day (Tues.) reported to Presi- 
dent Truman that a Broadcast- 
ers Advisory Council has been 
formed to answer the White 
House request for the indus- 
try's aid in defense. 

Membership’ includes five 
network p! esidents Robert 
Kintner, ABC: Frank Stanton, 
CBS: Frank White, MBS; Mor- 
timer W. Loe DuMont. and 
Joseph H. McConnell, NBC. 
Also Robert S. Sprague, Rodio- 
TV Manufacturers Assn.; J. R. 
I Television Broadcast- 
ers Assn.. and Richard B. Hull, 
National Assn. of Educational 
Broadcasters. Judge Miller is 
chairman. Ten additional mem- 
bers from stations the 
country will be appointeg and 
representation from. all 
ments of the industry will 
sought 


Ww) 
Wi 


" 
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across 
seg- 
be 


Pitt Radio Station Loser 





In Delay on WDTV Bow 
Pittsburgh, Oct. 3 

Delay of WDTV in getting its 
television studios in the Chamber 
of Commerce Bidg. oven for live 
shows is, strangely enough, cost- 
ing a radio station here a pretty 
penny, too. That’s WCAE, Hearst- 
owned and the local ABC outlet. 


One of its top shows is the Wilkens 
Amateur Hour, a 39-week-a-year 
feature every Sunday evening at 
7. Before the program went off 
the air this summer, its jewelry 
sponsors announced it would re- 
the fall simulcast by air 
over WCAE and TV over WDTV 

At that time, WDTV expected to 
be ready with its own cameras by 
mid-September at the latest. How- 
ever, middle of November now 
looks like the probable getaway, 
and in meantime Wilkens has re- 
mained off the air. 


| WOV’s Post-Midnight 


WOV, New York indie, will en- 
ter the post-midnight program- 
ming field Oct. 9, with a nightly 
three-hour disk jockey show that 
will keep the station on the air 
until 3 a.m. 

Ralph Cooper, Negro deejay and 
actor, will emcee the session, which 
will feature records, gossip and 
|guests shots. Program will origi- 
nate three nights weekly from the 
Palm Cafe and three nights from 
the 845 Club, both Harlem niteries. 
| Show is being handled by the Wil- 
liam Graham agency. 


DET. FOOD CHAIN USES 


TV SPOTS TO FIND HELP 


Detroit, Oct. 3 
To obtain emplovees Kroger 
Co.’s Detroit district office has be- 
gun televising films via WJBK-T\ 
which illustrate the advantages ol 
employment with the food chain. 
The one-minute films show em- 
plovee training school operations 


and point up the fact that a job 
with Kroger is a “career job,” of- 
fering good wages, security and 


well as a 


steady advancement, as 
company paid pension plan and 
paid vacations 

According to © VicCaffery, 
Kroger personnel director for 
the district. the films are “first” 
in public relations, in that they 
bring to the general public a 


behind - the - 
the huge 


pictorialization of 
Scenes activities in food 
chain 

The films were prepared and 
placed, in cooperation with Kroger 
executives, by Otto & Abbs Adver- 
tising, Inc., which handles radio 
and video activities for the Kroger 
district office here. 


AMECHE TO HOST STRIP 


Don Ameche, who starred in 
Campana’s “Little Theatre Off 
Times Square” years ago before go 
ing into films, has been auditioned 
by ABC to take over as host of its 
“Modern Romances” strip. 

“Romances” is heard Monday 
through Friday from 11-11:30 a. m. 
with Norwich sponsoring the Tues 
day and Thursday broadcasts. 


| Ralph Cooper Entry 


Inside Stuff—Radio 


In one of the largest acquisitions of literary material for radio and 
television, Jack Barry-Dan Enright. Productions and Geoffrey Jones 
have secured the broadcast rights for Faith Baldwin's works. Included 
are 1,500 short stories and serials and 60 novels, Miss Baldwin's output 
over a 30-year period. The yarns are estimated to have already earned 
the writer over $3,000,000. 

Procter & Gamble is reported interested in backing a Baldwin series 
for daytime video, through Benton & Bowles. Miss Baldwin would 
probably appear as narrator of the airer. Of the novels, 10 have been 
made into films and Hollywood studios may be able to bar TV versions 
of a half dozen. 


New York State Civilian Defense Commission has established a radio 
advisory Broadcasters Information Committee, which includes. mem- 
bers of the N. Y. City committee. It is headed by Dave Driscoll, of 
WOR. 

The state committee will be expanded by the formation of an upstate 
subcommittee and selection of a co-chairman, who will probably be an 
Albany station executive, to liaison with the defense 
organization 


serve as state 


Through the cooperation of various world broadcasting organizations 


listeners in many parts of the globe will now be able to hear debates 
of the General Assembly of the United Nations Principal meetings 
of the Assembly are to be broadcast in the five official languages 
(English, French, Russian, Spanish and Chinese) via the Voice of 


America, British Broadcasting Corporation and Radiodiffusion Francaise. 
Listeners in Europe and the Middle East hear the meetings in Eng- 


lish and French, broadcast directly from New York, and in Russian, 
relayed from Paris. New York will also originate the Spanish broad- 
cast for Latin America In the Gotham area, WNYC will carry the 


series. The Continental FM network will beam the programs in the U.S. 


WSM-TV Preps Preem LYDON ANKLES PIX 


Nashville, Oct. 3. FOR DAYTIME TELE 
First television station in Nash- 
ville, WSM-TV, is scheduled to be follywood, Oct. 3 
opened officially Sunday (8) with Jimmy Lydon is leaving pictures 


ision as the lead 


Years,” first 


for a turn in tele\y 
“The First 100 


a special show to be simulcast with 
in 


WSM. NBC board chairman Niles 

Trammell is to be on hand daytime TV entry of Procter & 
Station preemed unofficially Sat- Gamble. Only other casting is 

urday (30). when it was linked to Bill Frawley. 


Walter Craig, radio-TV head of 
Benton & Bowles, negotiated with 
Bob Gordon, also from pictures, to 
direct but no deal yet. ‘First 100” 
is bein;; written by Jean Holloway 
as a daytime strip. 


the coaxial cable extension opened 
to the south that day. With net- 
work programs thus available, the 
tation plans to operate from 60 to 
70 hours per week from the start. 








St. Louis — A_ certificate of | 
Award for distinguished service 
to safety was copped by Lt. Roland 
J. Schumacher of the St. Louis 
Police Dept. who has conducted 
“So It Can’t Happen To You,” on 
KXOK for 574 consecutive weeks. 
The award was made by-:the Auto- 
mobile Club of Missouri which has 
headquarters in St. Louis. 


® Detroit-—-Two women have been 
added to the WXYZ-TV staff. 
Joan E. Van Arman, formerly with 
KWWC in Columbus, Mo., will be 
the daytime floor manager, while 
Marianne Lixie, formerly with 
WTTH, Port Huron, and WLAV- 
TV, Grand Rapids, has joined the 
Traffic Department staff. 
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WE CROSS OUR FINGERS FOR 


NEW BABIES THIS SEASO 


Thursday, Oct. 5— NBC-TV—GROUCHO MARX in “YOU BET YOUR LIFE” 
for DeSoto-Plymouth Dealers of America 


Friday, Oct. 6— ABC-TV—ART LINKLETTER in “LIFE WITH LINKLETTER” 
for Green Giant Company 


“PEOPLE ARE FUNNY”—NBC— 
for Raleigh Cigarettes (10th Season) 


BABIES: 


“HOUSE PARTY”—CBS— 


for Pillsbury Mills (7th Season) 


“YOU BET YOUR LIFE”’—NBC— 
for DeQoto-Plymouth Dealers (4th Season) 


Material for All the Above (35th Season) 


JOHN GUEDEL RADIO PRODUCTIONS 


OFFICES IN ALL PRINCIPAL CITIES: HOLLYWOOD, NORTH HOLLYWOOD, WEST HOLLYWOOD 
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seg-| manipulations. He has a pleasant, 
ainer | informal and seemingly extempo- 


dard | the puppet manages by its move- 
1 his|ments to hold visual attention 


‘day|voice is the compelling behind- 
her | scenes factor. Since its inception 
thatitwo months ago, “Willie” has 


ing | Doody” locally, according to the 
the| figures’ from the American Re- 


me/tion postponed the program be- 
‘ner | cause of a lengthy United Nations 


| WILLIE THE WORM 


the the show'shapes up as Grade A 
old- moppet fare. Program features a 


the ence pull, program shows drawings 


the activities of “Willie,” as well as 
the suggestions for unique ties, which 


ar-jirritating loud gags sometimes 
andy-| found on children’s programs. 


the! The worm puppet occupies most 
» the] of the screen with tall grass as a 


+ swamped with complaints. Strictly 





‘ 











With Warren Wright 

Director-producer-writer: Wright 

3@ Mins., Mon.-thru-Fri., 5 p.m. 

Sustaining 

t WCAU-TV, Phila. 

or! “Willie the Worm” is an idea of 

ult Charles Vanda, v.p. in charge of 
television at WCAU-TV. As work- 

ed up by staffer Warren Wright, 


worm puppet which relates serial- 

ized animal stories. To test audi- 

sent in by youngsters about various 

the Puppet wears. Three film car-j| ¢ 
r 


toons break up ‘“Willie’s” appear- 
ances on the video screen. 


- Wright, who also directs Snellen- 
of | burg’s hour-long “TV Jamboree.” 
in|does the voice and the puppet 


t-|raneous manner, and avoids the 


a|background. Cleverly contrived, 


while it tells the stories. Wright's 


to| caught on and outrates “Howdy 
®/search Bureau. Recently the sta-/ g 


@j telecast, and the switchboard was 


for juves, its adult appeal is we 
but oldsters forced to attend a 
ns,| program with their toddlers won't 
tie find it hard to take. Gagh. 











“Willie” is just one of the locally produced 
programs in WCAU-TV's 17-hour day — the 
biggest and busiest schedule of any tele- 
vision station in America. 
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: Morgan Set to Produce Inside Television 
| Industry Blacklist Danny Thomas TV Entry Comparison of television in N. Y, and L, A. was made by Liberace, 


| Leo Morgan, of the William Mor- | nitery and vaude pianist, after he had been caught in the middle of the 
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edly because one faction in AFRA 
charged that right-wingers were 
also being discriminated against 
within the industry. This group 1s 
said to have voiced the fear that 
the discrimination against the less- 
liberal! pertormers is being com- 
pletely bypassed through over- 
emphasis on the charges and coun- 
ter-charges against those listed in 
Red Channels. 

Committee, which to study 
“ways and means” solve the 
situation, will probably comprise 
one member each from the groups 
attending the Astor conference, in- 
cluding AFRA, Television Au- 
thority, Assn. of “ational Adver- 
tisers, National Assn. of Broad- 
casters and the American Assn. 
of Advertising Agencies. It has 
not yet been determined whether 
the four major networks, who also 
had delegates present, will appoint 
one person to represent them all, 
or whether each would have its 
own rep on the committee. 

While the committee will start 
working from scratch, with no 
agenda yet in sight, it is to report 
back to the group as a whole on 
all recommendations that it might 


1S 


to 


come up with. In addition to recom- , 


mending that the nets and agencies 
make more positive overtures to 
stressing Americanism in future 
shows, it is also believed the com- 


mittee will query the Federal Gov- 
ernment to ascertain exactly what 
Washington expects of radio and 
TV in the present crisis and 
whether the industry has the ma- 
chinery to meet that request. Also, 
it’s believed the committee will 
invite other talent unions and 


guilds within the industry to par- | 


ticipate. 

One thing on which all delegates 
were definitely against was the 
establishment of any kind of in- 
dustry-wide reviewing board to de- 
termine which performers have, or 
have not, Communist sympathies. 
Such a kangaroo court, they de- 
clared, would be guilty of the very 
thing that is presently objected to 
—pre-censorship of programming 
and judging of performers without 
a fair-hearing. Same sentiment 
was voiced by the AFRA member- 
ship at a meet in N. Y. Thursday 
night (28), which voted unanimous- 
ly against the establishment of any 
kind of a screening board. 

Resolution of the AFRA board 
that General Foods reinstate Jean 


ris Agency, has been signed to pro- 
duce the Danny Thomas show 
starting on NBC next Wednesday 
1). Les Zimmerman of that 
agency will do the booking. 


Lined up for the initial show $0 | 


far are Marie McDonald, Ruggiero 
Ricci, Coach Lou Little of Colum- 
bia U., Harrison & Fisher, J. C, 
McCord & Zach Solov, Sheila 


Bond, Alan Reed, Julie Oshins and | 


the Lou Bring Orch. 





ABC Auditions Haymes 
For Dramatic Show 


Dick Haymes, the singer, has 
been auditioned by ABC for a 
straight dramatic role as star of “I 
Fly Anything.” Haymes would play 


the hero o° a romantic series with | 


an aviation background, which may 
be aired in a cross-the-board aiter- 


| noon slot. 


‘tion with Frank Cooper, 


Muir immediately to the cast of | 


NBC-TV's “Aldrich Family,” from 


which she was dropped after pro- | 


tests based on her listing in Red 
Channels, so far has not 
fruit. GF spokesman told Variery 
yesterday (Tues.) that the company 
has not yet received any formal 


borne | 


ABC cut the waxer in collabora- 





notification from AFRA of the de- 
mand. Even if that comes through, 


he said, GF has already gone on) 


record as saying that it is depend- 
ing on the industry-wide committee 
to work out a solution te the black- 
list problem and that it will take 
no action until the committee sets 
a course. 
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TALKING ABOUT... 








.». WLW-Television’s daytime programs. And no 


wonder. Think of a noontime TV program making 


a rating of 19.5, with 93.7% share of audience (a 


July rating of 15.2 with 75% share of audience)! 


That's the three-station achievement of “Fifty Club” 


-..a performance rivalling many nighttime shows, 


(Check Videodex, Pulse, Hooper.) 


Only one show? No, there are many others with 


comparable ratings. For further information, call the 


nearest WLW Sales Office for facts about the new 


daytime programming that starts at 7:30 AM on 


WLW-TELEVISION 





--. With more viewers than any other station in Cincinnati, 
Dayton and Columbus—2nd largest TV market in the Midwest. 


WLW-T WLW-D WLW-C 


CINCINNATI 


DAYTON 


COLUMBUS 


Cosby Croedeaitiing Coprittiion 





' growing Coast hassle over performers’ tele dates. Pianist .was can- 
| celled off two KTLA shows because of appearances on KLAC-TV and 
| KNBH. Liberace said he understood the exclusivity desire on behalf 
of one K’RLA program, “Bandstand Revue,” since he was to have been 
paid for the stint. Other date, however, was to have been cuffo. The 
dates he played on other stations brought him AFM scale—$13.80. 
' Pianist pointed out that in the east, the big Berle and Sullivan shows 
pay heavily for guest talent, and performers are more than willing to 
‘abide by a request that they refrain from appearing on the rival show 
for one week prior to their current date. 


DuMont’s closed circuit “conference” television system received its 
initial use Friday (29), when Schenley Distributors utilized the system 
to brief salesmen in 18 cities on the fall-winter sales program. Schen- 
ley broadcast was staged with show biz talent and titled “It’s Great to Be 
| With Schenley.” Approximately 4,000 company reps in the 18 cities 
| viewed the show over receivers installed by local DuMont dealers in 
hotels and clubs. Shew was also kinescoped for delayed transmission 
to the cities which did not participate in the live pickup. 

According to DuMont network chief Commander Mortimer W. Loewi, 
closed channel TV “epens a new era for the sales manager. It puts a 
firm’s top executives in face-to-face contact with sales representatives 
in regions hundreds of niles apart.” 


Contrary to reports that prints of the “Joe DiMaggio Show,” which 
have been specially filmed for television, would be released to theatres 
after they have been transmitted via TV, producer Jack Barry declared 
this week that they will never be seen in film houses. Barry said his 
contract with DiMaggio specifies that all prints must be destroyed 
following a one-shot screening on TV, and thus there is no possibility 
| whatsoever that they can ever be shown in theatres. 

DiMaggio, according te Barry, has had several offers to appear in a 
feature-length Hollywood production and so the destruction of the TV 
prints protects his film rights. Films, sponsored by Lionel Trains, are 
aired en NBC-TV Saturday mornings. 





Survey of advertising agencies and program directors of telestations 
throughout the country is being conducted by General Television En- 
terprises to determine program preferences, sales and film costs. GTE 
| prexy Gordon LeVoy has narrowed the questionnaire down to eight 
queries covering the type and length of programs preferred, method of 
dramatic programming, type of production, national or local sales and 
payment of film shows. 

CBS televisien technicians working in the control booth at Yankee 
| Stadium, N. Y., for the Joe Louis-Ezzard Charles fight last Wednesday 
night (27) were forced te operate in almost total darkness. 

Judson Bailey, CBS video staffer who directed the camera pickup, 
suffered an ulcer in the cornea of his eye the day of the fight. Asa 
result it was necessary to dim all the lights in the control booth se 
that he could carry on with his assignment. 








” 


“Key to the Missing,” radio program which has alse been aired live 
on television, is slated for filming for video by Paul White Productions. 
Archdale Jones, creator and chief investigator on the show, will con- 
tinue as star 

Filmed version is to elaborate on the program's stress for authen- 
ticity and will depict step by step the search for each missing person. 
To maintain as much of a documentary flavor as possible, the actual 
persons involved are to be used. 





Gainsborough Associates and PRB, Inc., indie radio-television pack- 
age outfits which merged last week, has pacted Gene Raymond to an 
exclusive contract for the two media. Ex-film actor is slated to arrive 
in N. Y. from the Coast Oct. 9 for a series of guest shots, prior to tee- 
ing oif in a show which the two outfits are preparing for him. 

Gainsborough, headed up by Mike Jablons and Nat Rudich, will 
maintain an office in N. Y., while PRB will headquarter on the Coast 
under Mal Boyd’s supervision. Mary Pickford and Buddy Rogers are 
partnered with Boyd in the latter firm. Two agencies, although 
merged, will maintain their separate identities. * 


_ Video wiil be used as an integral part of naval reserve recruit train- 
ing in the Third Naval District. A 42-week series, “Drill Call,” will be 
aired on WOR-TV, N. Y., Tuesdays at 8:30 p.m., starting Oct. 10, 
beamed especially to the thousands of recruits in the area. The haif- 
hour period each week will be a regular part of the trainees’ work. 
Kinescope recordings may be shipped to other units in the district. 
Aiver will be produced by the Special Devices Center at Sands Point, 
L. I, under supervision of the director of training. 


Three Directors Named | COAST AFRANS ASK 
For CBS Coast Shows FOR 57% PAY HIKE 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. Hollywood, Oct. 3. 
Pho id Sead tna an | The networks got the bad news 
ead of Production, passed out | from AFRA last week. For staff 
ree Rew Cirectoria! assignments | announcers, the actors union is 
in television. Alan Dinehart, son | asking an increase of 57° in base 
et the late acior, takes over the | . 





a |pay, a hike from the current $86 
Alan Young show; Ralph Levy |? = . ‘ 
produced. Burne and. Alles. (to $135 for 40-hour week. In ad- 


and | dition, th al wants $15" 
i : : , , the local wants $15 for local 
te ge a Linkroum holds rein for | quarter-hour shows hw from $5 
ack Benny. the freels ; ~ ; 
ithe freelance commer " 
Linkroum recently came here | x , reine ree. 
trom the east where he directed | Nets are also asked to contribute 
the Arthur Godfrey TV programs, | 2°! less than $15 a month to a 


|fund to establish life insurance, 

r medical and hospital benefits for 
Kirwan to WINS 

Henry G. Kirwan, formerly with 


| AFRANS. Understood nets won't 
‘hold still for the pay raises and 

Hearst Radio, has been appointed 

business manager of WINS, N. Y., 


will-meet again this week to work 
vice K. T. Murphy who has shifted 


out a compromise. AFRA centract © 
with the networks expired Sunday. 

to treasurer of Crosley Broadcast- ' 

ing, which owns the indie. 


Joe Tery, ex-WFLN, Philly, is | Shillito’s TV Splurge 


new program director, replacing: 

— Bradford, who stays on as a. Cincinnati, Oct. 3. 

eal png or ge KF ken New series of full-hour musical- 
‘ ed by Jac ynn, merchandising shows, Monday 

,threugh Friday, on WLW-T by 


who left for Huber Hoge agency. 
' ' Shillito’s is most extensive use of 


TV time by a Cincinnati depart- 
‘ment store. It deviates from trend 
of participation sponsorship. 

Crosley talent, including Brown- 
field Trio, instrumenial, and rotat- 
ing vocalists, supplies entertain 
ment interludes. Origination is in 
the Crosley studios with furnished 
special ses for sales pitches by 
Jane Lynn, a newcomer in radio- 
ZY: 














Uncle Wiggily Package 
A video stanza based on the 
Uncle Wiggily stories is being’ 
packaged by Jack Munhall, until 
recently AM-TV director of the 
Huger Hoge agency. Jack Arthur 
will narrate the puppet stories. 
Uncle Wiggily was created in 
1910 by Howard R. Garis, with 
books on the rabbit character sell- 
ir ec 1,0°0,000 copies annually. 





i] ‘ 
arts. O 














Wednesday, October 4, 1950 


VARIETY 














ch 
“es 
ed 
1is 
ed 
ity 





ive 
ns, 
mn- 


one 
on. 
al 





-§"or>. 
RENAL) Meee Dies 


One year ago WDAF-TV beamed its first picture to a waiting city 
and area. Today more than 60,000 set owners approve its 
popular blend of news, sports, music, drama, movies, public service 


and studio presentations. 


Now WDAF.TV is on the cable ... carrying top shows of ALL 
networks... keeping Kansas City television dealers 


hopping to meet demand. 


lf you want ACTION in the husky, thriving Kansas City market, 
put WDAF.-TV audience-pleasing, sales-building know-how 


behind your product. 


Field Intensity Map and Coverage 


Information on request . 
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tive abilities in strumming and vo- 
calizing added another element to 


the competition between them, 
while it  hypoed entertainment 
values. Second round had a 


bellhop vie with a jewelry sales- 
man. For the third round, two un- 
dergrad waiters each tried to im- 
press the model with their superior 
service. The stunts provided cute 
variations to the basic format 
With guests of the calibre on 
this show. “Date.” is assured of a 
strong following. Arlene Francis 
again demonstrated her ability to 
turn a witty phrase quickly, and he 


handling of the femeee chores 
is charming and natural In one 
or two instances, hewevel het 
mooning ecstasy over gabbing with 
the campus beau brun 

overdone. Commercials with a 


mock-up of a Gruen Curvex watch, 


were effective B 


TOUCHDOWN 
With Hal Tunis, Marion Carter; 
Conrad Nagel, Alan Dale, Bernie 
George, guests. 
Producer-writer: Albert Black 
Director: Bill Harbach 
30 Mins., Sat., 1:15 p.m. 
CORTLEY FROSTED FOODS 
WNBT, New York 
(H. W Fairfax) 
“Touchdown” is a half-hour pre- 
football game quiz show in which 
a so-called panel of experts com- 
petes against home viewers A 
System of scoring, whereby seven 
points (touchdown) are awarded for 
answering a question in five sec- 


Television Reviews - 


Continued from page 29 








onds or less, three points 
goal) for up to 10 seconds and two 
points (safety) for an answer In up 
to 15 seconds, is set up. Questions 
alternate from guest panel to audi- 
ence, and points are added up to 
the end to see whether the panel 
or the audience is the winner. 
Gifts are awarded audience con- 
testants replying correctly. 

The football tiein was clear in 
this respect, but only three of 
about 10 questions had any relation 
whatsoever to the sport. Further- 
reported to be the 
intent of the show to have football 
personalities as guests, but all the 
guests on panel of the first of the 
series were from showbiz 


more, it was 


Show was poorly paced, with 
emcee Hal Tunis and_ assistant 
Marion Carter losing a lot of time 
in getting audience contestants 
over the phone. Commercials were 
spotted in irregularly, and Tunis’ 
guest interviews, while good, were 
poorly slotted and slowed down 


the pace of the game. Miss Carter 
also spent too much time plugging 
the donors of the gifts promoted 
for the show 

Guests were all relaxed and 
helped make the show, with all its 


bad pacing and irritants, a pleas- 
ant half-hour. Bernie George add- 
ed a light sports touch with his 
ventro impressions of football 


broadcasts. 
Key limitations of the show are 
its script and direction, which ac- 


count for the poor pacing and 
irrelevancies 
Tunis, within the framework of 


the script, did a good job, as did 
Miss Carter. With a stricter em- 

















WANTED 
TELEVISION 
SHORTS — FEATURES 


for 


MEXICO—CUBA—BRAZIL 
ALL LATIN AND 
SOUTH AMERICAN TERRITORIES 


SUBJECTS SUITED TO LATIN TEMPERAMENT 
AND PSYCHOLOGY CONSIDERED 





ENGLISH LANGUAGE—NO BARRIER 








CALL OR WRITE 


127 


S. Broadway 
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WILL ADVANCE DUBBING COSTS 


SUBJECTS TO BE DUBBED 
INTO SPANISH AND PORTUGUESE 


AT 
R. K. 0. CHURUBUSCO STUDIO, 
MEXICO CITY- 


FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 


FRANK FOUCE 


PAN AMERICAN 


TELEVISION CORPORATION 


Tel: MU, 5713-MI. 


Los Angeles 12, Calif. 
1776 


(field | 











phasis on football personalities and 
questions, elimination of irrelevan- 
cies and_correct slotting of com- 
mercials, show would make a good 
pre-game warmup. Chan. 


FM Plight 


Continued from page 23 

















squeal” or whistle by which sub- 
scription service is kept from non- 
subscribers. These imposed sounds, 
it asserts. would only provide an- 
other hurdle for FM to overcome. 
With multiplex. auxiliary services 
would be protected by simple filters 
at the transmitters and receiver 
and by other means “that render 
a high degree of security to an un- 
interrupted reception of music or 
other programs by subscribers 
without in any manner Causing any 
degradation of the general broad- 
cast transmissions available to the 
public.” 

Multiplex reported that it 
been trying out its system in New 
York this past summer on the FM 
transmitter formerly used by now 
defunct WGYN. At no time during 
the tests, it said, was there any 
trace of interference with the main 
channel. This was confirmed, it 
added, by a Commission engineer 
who participated in receiver tests 
at his home in Port Washington, 
M2 

The company asked the Commis- 
sion to amend its rules to allow the 
multiplex operations on FM _ sta- 
tions. Through the use of its fre- 
quency utilizing system, it claimed, 
it “offers an opportunity to FM 
broadcasters to enter fields of new 
enterprise which are not at present 
open to them and which will help 
to stabilize the uncertain economic 
situation in the FM broadcast in- 
dustry, accelerate its further use 
and development, and bring to the 
public a wider use of static-free, 
high-fidelity broadcasting, as was 
originally envisioned by the Com- 
mission in establishing FM broad- 
casting as a public service.” 


has 
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coast. radio program titled “The 
Hour of Decision.” He'll be on the 
air a half-hour every Sunday after- 
noon for 52 weeks. Each broad- 
cast, he says, will cost him $8,000. 

Friends in Portland, Ore., where 
he conducted a crusade prior to 
coming here, have donated enough 
money to start the broadcasts and 
he expects listeners to contribute 
the balance after he starts broad- 
casting. The spellbinder says he 
hopes to become the spiritual suc- 
cessor to the late Dr. Walter A. 
Maier, preacher on the Interna- 
tional Lutheran Hour, who was 
said to have had more listeners 
than any religious broadcaster in 
the world. 

As to making a commercial pic- 
ture, Rev. Graham told newspa- 
pers here that “no money or any 
enticement would make me change 
my position not to do so.” The As- 
tor Pictures proposal was made to, 
Rev. Graham by long distance 
phone following a brief interview 
in Los Angeles several weeks ago 


after he spoke in the Pasadena 
Rose Bowl, he says. It was con- 
firmed by letter 


and contained a| 
stipulation that would have given 
him heavy control over the film. | 

The Great Commission’ Film } 
Corp. of Hollywood recently filmed 
a 40-minute picture of the recent 


Portland. Ore., revival campaign 
and it will be released at the end ! 
of the year. 














WINS Picketing 
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are in direct competition with 
human labor. He differentiated the 
WINS case from those in other in- 
dustries where labor-saving ma- 
chines are installed, on the theory 
that in the present case the labor- 
saving device is directly competi- | 
tive to human labor. 
Court also differentiated between 
the WINS case‘and a 1941 case | 
where the union had picketed to} 
} 





force an employer in a new indus- | 
try 
had 


to hire musicians where none | 
previously been employed. It | 
was held that the AFM was seek- 
ing maintenance of employment | 
and had the right to picket to pro-| 
tect its membership. 





Dallas—John Harper has joined 
the announcing staff here of KRLD 
and KRLD-TV. He was formerly 
on the announcing staff of KABC, 
San Antonio, i 








AM Newcomers 
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designated five applications for 
new stations fcr hearing. In the 
previous week four new AM and 
three new FM stations were au- 
thorized. 

Last week’s 
went to -Doo: 


AM authorizations 
County Radio Co., 


in Sturgeon Bay, Wis., and Mont- | 


gomery County Broadcasting Co., 
in Conroe, Tex. Permits for new 


FM's were issued to WKAT, Inc., | 


in Miami Beach, Fla., and Mt. Ver- 
non Broadcasting Co., in Mt. Ver- 
non, O. In addition, an initial de- 
cision was issued favoring a grant 
for a fulltime AM station to Stan- 
islaus County Broadcasters, Inc., in 
Modesto, Calif. 

These authorizations brought the 
number of radio stations author- 
ized by the end of September to 
approximately 3,250. Of _ these, 
about 2,350 aré AM and 900 are 
FM. However, some 150 of the AM 
stations and over 200 of the FM’s 
are not yet on the air. 

In addition, the Commission has 
a backlog of about 300 applications 
to process, most of which are AM 
cases in hearing. 











| Lew Weiss 
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was terminated. Then a struggling 


young network of four stations, 
none of which was showing a 
profit, Weiss built it into the 


world’s largest regional of 45 sta- 
tions and the most successful fi- 
nancially. In later years he was 
reputed to be the highest salaried 
executive in broadcasting. 
Weiss did a hitch in 


the first 


world war as a cavalry captain and | 


the famed “Black 
Horse Troop.” As a figure in Los 
Angeles civic affairs, he was the 
most active of the radio execs and 
was regarded as their spokesman. 
If there was a speech to be made, 
it was always, “Let Lew do it.” 
Weiss served as alternate board 
chairman of Mutual and last year 
turned over the Don Lee presi- 
dency to Willet Brown to assume 
chairmanship of the board. Brown 
is also expected to resign as he re- 
centiy acquired the Cadillac 
agency in Beverly Hills and the 
franchise requires that he devote 
his full time to the operation. 
Weiss has no immediate plans. 
He said he would take a long rest 
at his Bel Air home and “relax 
for the first time in 44 years.” 


Nelson’s FCC Legal Post 


Washington, Oct. 3. 


Joseph E. Nelson was promoted 
from assistant chief to chief of the 
television branch of the FCC legal 
division last week, succeeding John 
E. McCoy, who resigned recently 
to become general counsel for the 
Fort Industry stations. 

Nelson has been with the Com- 
mission since 1946. 


commanded 





SEEK SPONSOR FOR 
SPIKE JONES VIDPIX 


| Ralph Wonders, partner-manager 
of Spike Jones, trained into N. y. 
from the Coast last week with 
a pair of 30-minute telepix he’)! 


, screen for tele and agency top- 
| pers in an effort to line up a spon- 
| sor for a Jones series on video. 
Pair of pix reportedly cost around 
| $16,500 each. 

Wonders said the films will not 
be telensed unless sold for spon- 
sorship. Zany bandleader and his 


partner apparently expect little 
difficulty latching on to a bank- 
roller, since Jones has declined 
bookings following his current 


stand at the Flamingo, Las Vegas, 
on the premise he’ll be busy on the 
Coast turning out further vidpix 

Films are live-tuned, under a 
deal made with AFM and cast, in 
addition to regular members of the 
Jones troupe, includes’ vaude, 
nitery and even circus freak acts 

Wonders is_making his pitch di- 
rect, sans agency intervention. 
Jones’ contract with MCA expired 
‘last June 15, and he has yet to sign 
a new deal. 


Tibbett to ‘Host’ ABC 
Metop Auditions Show 


Lawrence Tibbett, Metropolitan 
Opera baritone, is being set 
ABC to take the role of host 
“Metropolitan Opera Auditions of 





by 
on 


the Air’’ when the show returns to 
the web around Nov. 7. Taient 


hunt for young singers, who are 
awarded special studies abroad and 
the possibility of a Metopera ca- 


reer, will go into the Tuesday 
8 p. m. slot. 
ABC sustains the series, which 


help boost its Saturday afternoon 
operacasts sponsored by Texaco. 





ABC Plans to Co-op 
Southernairs Quartet 


ABC is mulling a co-operative 
show for the Southernairs, which 
would be the first time a quartet 
has had its own co-op series. Dick 
Charles will direct the program, 
which will aim at picking up bank- 
rollers interested in the Negro 
market. Web already airs Jackie 
Robinson, Brooklyn Dodger second- 
baseman, on a co-op basis. 

“No School Today,” kid-slanted 
'9-11 a. m. Saturday morning pro- 
gram, will go co-op on Oct. 21. 





JOE TUCKER’S SPONSOR 
Pittsburgh, Oct. 3. 


WWSW has sold “Joe Tucker 
Predicts,” once-a-week quarter- 
|hour shot every Friday night at 
/ 10:45, to Lando Insurance Agency 
here for the duration of football 
,season. Program features Tucker, 
‘head of station’s sports depart- 
ment, in role of a seer, picking the 
scores of week-end games. 

New show will make sportscaster 
one of the busiest mikemen in town 
‘for next few months. 














IN DETROIT 


We're proud of the successful 
company we keep on WJBK 


FEENAMINT 

HILL’S CASCARA QUININE 
KOLYNOS TOOTHPASTE 
METRO GOLDWYN MAYER 
OLSON RUG COMPANY 
PURITY’S TASTEE BREAD 


ROYAL DESSERTS 
STOKELY FOODS 
SWANSDOWN CAKE MIX 
BIRD'S EYE FOODS 

BON AMI 

BROMO SELTZER 


Follow these leaders and boost your sales! 


WJBK-TV, a CBS 
and Dumont affiliate 


WJBK-AM «TV-DETROIT 


NATIONAL SALES HEADQUARTERS: 488 MADISON AVENUE 
NEW YORK 22, ELDORADO. 5-2455 


Represented Nationally by 





THE. KATZ AGENCY, INC. 


oe 











woe 


, 





to 
‘nt 
ire 
nd 
Ca- 
ay 


ch 
on 


cer 
er- 

at 
icy 
all 
er, 
irt- 
the 


ter 
wn 




















» oes . 























John Longden, veteran star 

of the English theatre and 

moving pictures, heads a 
top-notch English cast. 






Sherlock Holmes, his cap, his calabash, and his ever-present Dr. Watson, are now 
available to TV advertisers on a natiohal spot basis. A new series of half-hour 
weekly adventures of the greatest detective of them all is now being filmed in 
England. Producer of the show is the American firm, Dryer & Weenolson Productions, 
Inc., who control all video rights under license from the estate of the late Sir Arthur 
Conan Doyle. 


Sold Exclusively through Blair, Free & Peters, and Katz 


The sale of Sherlock Holmes on a national spot basis is being handled jointly—and 
exclusively—by three of the industry’s leading station representatives: Blair-TV, 
Free & Peters, and The Katz Agency. 













Sponsor May Select His Stations 


Sherlock Holmes is available only on a national spot basis. Much as we'd like 
to have you select the TV stations represented by our three companies, you, 
Mr. Advertiser, and your agency have complete freedom of station and market 
selection. 


WHAT SPOT TV MEANS TO PROGRAM SPONSORS 


Greater Flexibility in choice of market, station, time of day, day of week, 
program adjacencies, 
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tive body of the United States un- 
dertaken to coerce the freedom of 
choice of American manufacturers 
in what they may build and sell 
under threat that if they do not 
obey, drastic consequences to the 
publie will follow.” 

Philco.said it believed the re- 
quest to build ‘in the brackets 
“goes beyond the lawful powers 
granted to the Commission by Con- 


gress.” The decision, if carried out, 
it added, “will cause irreparable 
injury to broadcasters, manufac- 
turers and present set owners.” 


DuMont, while conceding the 
jurisdiction of the Commission to 


establish standards for color, said 
the agency’s decision “cannot con- 
stitute an adequate legal notice ol 
proposed rule making.” The com- 
pany also questioned the fairness 
of the hearings and charged Com- 
missioner Robert Jones with acting 
as a “prosecutor” during the pro- 
ceedings. Jones, said DuMont, “Is 
for color bu: he is against tele- 
Vision.” 

Estimates of the time needed to 
put in the brackets were usuall) 
on an “if” basis, with some manu- 
facturers expressing doubt thes 
could do it at all. Many thought 
the added cost would be prohibi- 
tive, estimates ranging from $30 
to $61. Zenith estimated the pub- 
lic would be penalized $200,000,- 
000 “for a feeture which may 
never be used.” 

A few manufacturers indicated 
they would prefer that the Com- 
mission go ahead with a final 
decision on color. Tele-Tone urged 


edoption of definite tandards, 
either CBS or RCA, “at the earli- 
est possible date.’ Emerson said 
it was prepared to make color re- 
ceivers on any. standards _pre- 
scribed by the agency. Tele King 
expressed hope some. settlement 
can be made of “this highly con- 
troversial issue of color.” 

CBS recommended immediate 
standards for its color process as 
the solution of the problem. Once 
its system is adopted, it said, man- 


ufacturers ca? build in “two point” 


Color Fight 


Continued from page 27 





Ralph 





edaptors which are “entirely prac- 
tical and can be accomplished in 


a brief time and at reasonable 
cost.” This would eliminate ag- 
gravation of the compatibility 
problem, it added, and give the 


Commission more time to explore 
the: bracket standard question. 
Adrian Murphy, CBS executive 
veepee, told Variety that if its 
system is standardized the web 
“will see to it” that receivers with 
built-in compatibility, color sets 
converters and external adaptors 
will be produced. The company 
testified at hearings last April it 
was prepared to form a $50,000,000 
corporation to assure a supply of 
color sets. 
CBS is prepared 
programs on the 


Murphy said 
to broadcast color 
network within a week after a final 
decision in its favor. He said the 
web would build up within three 
months to a color schedule of 20 
hours a week, if its system is 
tandardized. 





‘Conflict’ | 
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some of 
worked 


- Continued 


the per- 
on “Con- 
including 
\iann 
Jay and 


beefing because 
sonnel to have 
flict” are doing “Teller.” 
associate director Daniel 
designer Howard 
director John Gart 
Walter White’ was brought into 
the case because of the possible 
Negro discrimination angles. New 
York State Commission against 
Discrimination has been informed 
by Torchlight of the show’s being 
dropped. The organization is also 
contabbing with its attorneys, Jaffe 


scenic 
music 


& Jaffe, on possible legal action 
Torchlight stresses that the pro- 


gram, dealing with all kinds of 
human conflict, was not a “mes 
sage” program but a vehicle for 
providing employment for quali- 
fied Negro actors in non-stereo- 
type roles, Stars who had been 


committed to appear in its produc- 
tions include Gertrude Lawrence. 


| the 
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Need we 
say more!... 


Hy Gardner’s bright 
column on show business, 
the bistros, the people 
and places of the 
world’s most exciting 
street... now appears 
in all editions of the 
Herald Tribune— 

from Monday to Friday! 
Don’t miss Early Bird 
on Broadway by 

the man who never 
misses anything! 


You’re missing plenty 
if you don’t read the Herald Tribune 
EVERY DAY! 


aN 


| NBC 
| Weaver. 


as 


| House, 
| supervise 


(each 


of 


Bellamy, John Garfield, 
Lena Horne and Rex Harrison. 
Incident, which may develop 
into a cause celebre because of 
names and issues involved, follows 
“postponement” of a 
with a racial angle on CBS-TV’s 
“Sure As Fate.” That story, which 
was to have been aired this week, 


dealt with a Negro policeman who | 


brings in the criminals by posing 
as a porter. After having been 
cast and rehearsed, it was put off, 
reportedly because of structural 
weakness, 


| New TV Wrinkle 


from 














! DD ee 
———— Continued page 46 ——— 


instead of the standard 40 weeks 
obtaining in the film industry. In 
addition, the talent has vacation 
privileges. Producer is also set- 
ting up dramatic tutelage for them, 
most of whom are young tyros in 
the business. Thus, if any of them, 
ever get a chance for films or a 
legit show, Gosch said, the per- 


former can step into the job with 
advanced knowledge of dramatics, 
camera work, etc. 

Talent will be taught by Gosch 
and the production personnel on 
his show, including George Bass- 
man, conductor; Joan Mann, chore- 
ographer, and vocal coach Herbert 
Greene. In addition, according to 
the producer, if one of them 
into vaude or a nitery, Gosch Pro- 
ductions has the talent available 
his act and routines. 

sowl,” he said, is the first TV 
show in which every artist has 
been signed exclusively by the pro- 
ducer. Thus, he pointed out, re- 
hearsal time is at the producer's 
discretion, so that there is no worry 


goes 


to set 


about a conflict in time on the 
part of a performer who might 
have to double intc nitery work, 
legit, etc. He conceded his term 


pacts might be contrary to the code 


now being worked out for TV 
talent by Television Authority but 
said TA would have to take such 


contracts into consideration. 
Detailing further advantages for 
the talent under such a deal, Gosch 
said he is planning ta do “Bowl” 
as a Broadway musical next year 
with Marx starred, and also has 
had an offer from a film company 
for a full-length musical. He also 
has a new video show in the works, 


tentatively titled “Home Town,” 
Which is to be kinescope-audi- 
tioned Oct. 29. Victor Wolfson is 
scripting the show and Gosch is 


now dickering with Raymond Mas- 
sey to take over the lead role. 


NBC-TV Patterns 


eww Cltinued from 


to Fred Wile, chief aide to 
tele veepee Sylvester (Pat) 
Working directly under 
these, méanwhile, are the produc- 
ers of the various programs, such 
Max Liebman on “Saturday 
Night Revue,” Charles Friedman 
and Ernest Glucksman on “Col- 
gate,” Hal Friedman on “Open 
"ete. Producers, in turn, 
all facets of the pro- 
grams, including direction, 
ing, choreography, etc. Plan, 
is similar 
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him, 


thus, 


the Metro studios, when E. J. 
Mannix, Benjamin Thau, James 
| McGuinness and others formed 


the exec production board, with 
supervising a group of in- 
dividual producers, and all report- 
ing to studio chief Louis B. Mayer. 
Robe rt Montgomery, producer 
“Lucky Strike Theatre” for 
| NBC, is listed apart from the pro- 
duction supervisors’ setup, carry- 
ing the title of exec producer. 
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Cable Allocations 
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requires the AT&T ‘equity to allo- 
cate usage of available facilities to 
,meet as far as practicable the rea- 
sonable requirements of each cus- 
tomer.’ ” 

In a further explanation to Va- 
| RIETY, Loewi pointed out that there 
/are still a number of advertisers 
‘who want to get into television. If 
they wanted to buy time on Du- 
Mont, however, under the present 
allocation setup, DuMont 


the requisite time on the cable. He 
;charged the phone company with 
favoring CBS and NBC on the basis 
‘that they are old customers in AM 
whereas DuMont has never had any 
radio interests. 

lle reiterated DuMont's 
tion that AT&T, to be 


conten- 
“equitable,” 


script | 


stag- | 


to that once in force at | 


; would | 
not be able to service them with) 


. | football 


Video Sets a Politico Pattern 


Most illuminating example to date of the role to be played by 


N. Y. Gov. 


television in the nation’s political campaigns was furnished by 
Thomas E. Dewey in a 15-minute program Saturday 
| night (30) aired via WNBT, NBC's N. 


Y. flagship. Dewey sat in- 


formally on the edge of a desk in a Radio City studio, with a three. 


way remote hookup permitting him to see and be seen, and to talk 


with people out’on the street in Times Square and at the plaza in 


' 
Radio City. 


Whether home viewers agreed with Dewey’s political 


philosophy or not—and whether they were Democrats or Repub- 


for reelection, at his best. 


licans—they must have been struck with the discerning eye of the 
TV camera, which in this instance showed the governor, 


who is up 


It was probably the most potent means yet devised to have a 
political candidate meet a number of voters face to face and ex- 


plain to them, 
various topics of the eampaign. 


Dewey's streetside interviewers were legitimate and some, 
were frivolous, 
tache and whether he thought the Dodgers still had a chance. 


in by bobbysoxers, 
interview, 
sincerity, 
mendous impact. 


in an actual living-room interview, 


his views on 
questions posed by 
tossed 
mus- 
The 


Some of the 


such as why he wears a 


while casting no aspersions on Dewey's personality or 
did point up one strong danger— 
It underlined the possibility of some 


TV's tre- 
attractive, 


-because of 


glib political charmer in the future easily winning over a gullible 


voter by his surface charms. 


Dewey’s show was bankrolled by the Independent Citizens Com- 


mitte@ for his reelection. 


Happy 


Felton handled the mike for 


WNBT at Times Square, with Tom Shirley presiding at the Radio 








City Plaza. Stal. 
should allocate time equally to ft 
each of the four webs, which would Midnight Sun Opens N.Y. 
mean each one would have 25°, 


time available. Then, 
it one web had a commer- 
when it did not have the 
available and another 
had the cable but no sponsor, it 
could work out a swap. He noted 
DuMont had done this two years 
ago by giving up its Friday night 
on the cable for NBC’s “Admiral 
Broadway Revue.” DuMont, he 
claimed, is one of TV’s earliest pio- 


of the total 
he said, 
cial show 
cable 


neers and, on the basis of that 
alone, “deserves the right to con- 
tinue living.” 

Spokesman for AT&T, mean- 


while, declared the phone company 
would open up the new facilities 
and operate the cables according to 
the schedule. He said AT&T is 
“merely following the tariff as set 
up with the Commission,” and re- 
iterated that the allocations are 
based on AT&T's” concept of 
“equity.” 
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for TV shows is believed 
traceable to the hot com- 
petition for rating honors among 
the many new TV entries this sea- 
son. Stations and networks believe 
that a simple mention in the daily 
program logs is no longer sufficient 





on 
papers 
directly 


to call attention to their shows 
and, as usually happens in such 
cases, once the first few bought 
space, the others were forced to 
follow for competitive reasons. 
For the same reason, producers 


and sponsors of radio shows have 
alse been forced into newspaper 
advertising this year. As a result, 
the newspapers which once feared 
, TV as @a menace now are beginning 
to hail it as a new and lucrative 
source oi revenue. 


Mpls. Mardi Gras Will 





Minneapolis, Oct. 3. 
officers of the local Aqua- 
tennial, annual summer mardi gras 
here, on the recommendation of 
outgoing heads, are studying the 
effect of television on ticket sales 
j}to the coronation of the Queen of 
‘the Lakes, one of the celebration’s 
events. 

Reason for the recommendation 
is the fact that the coronation only 
| grossed $4,797.50 this year, when 
‘it was televised for the first time, 


New 


drop meant $809 in the red for it. 

The entire Aquatennial, which 
includes big parades, a radio show 
with top names and a water show, 
suffered a deficit of $1,638.58, at- 
tributed to the fact that rain dur- 
ing the Saturday afternoon grand 
parade cut into gate receipts at 
the parade stadium and concession 
sales along the parade route. 


WWSW’’s Grid Sale 





Pittsburgh, Oct. 3. 
' WWSW has sold its “Football 
Scorecard” for 1950 to Electric 


Products, Inc., of Pittsburgh, 
tributor in this area for 
radio and television sets. 
of sports show, 
‘every Saturday 


dis- 


Format 
which will be aired 
afternoon during 
season for half an hour 
at 4:30, includes all college grid- 
iron scores interspersed with tran 
scribed march music of winning 
i schools, 


Study TV Effect on B. 0. 


web } 


compared to $6,014.50 in 1949. The | 


Motorola | 





Office to Handle Upped 
Station Biz in Alaska 


Alaskan radio stations 
Yukon sales rush ac- 
the rearmament and 
defense program, the Midnight Sun 
Broadcasting Co. has opened offices 
in New York, James C, 
Fletcher, Jr., as eastern sales man- 
ager. Fletcher, who has managed 
stations in major Alaskan markets, 
work with MSBC representa- 
Adam J. Young, Jr., Ine., in 
coordinating with the three 
stations are af- 


With 
periencing a 


eX- 


centuated by 


appointing 


will 

tive, 
sales 
its 


webs to which 


filiated. 

Already coming in 
cigaret, beer and canned milk ad- 
vertisers, with motor oil, automo- 
tives, airlines and margarine also 
active. Canned milk is a big seller, 
it’s pointed out, because fresh milk 
is priced at from 55c to 67c. Be- 
hind the overall biz upsurge is the 
rapid growth of.the territory’s pop- 
ulation, which increased about 


Strongly are 


75° 


in 10 years, and the possibility of 
statehood. 

Midnight owns KFAR,  Fair- 
banks, which, with 10,000 watts, 
is the most powerful station in 
Alaska, and KENI, Anchorage. 
Both stations are ABC, MBS and 
NBC affiliates, although KENI also 
splits its NBC affiliation with 
KFQD, the Alaska Broadcasting 
System outlet. ABS has six sta- 
tions in the territory. * Aurora 
Broadcasting. which will also be 


repped in Gotham by Fletcher, has 
FCC applications in for new sta- 
tions in Juneau and Ketchikan, two 
major markets in southeast Alaska. 











Courtesy of M-G-M 

Now appearing with 
DONALD O’CONNOR 
in “THE MILKMAN" 
(Universal-international) 

















“ARTI 
Currently 


"MORTY" 


LOEW'S SYRACUSE 
Syracuse, N. Y. 





Direction: MUSIC CORP. OF AMERICA 











1 and 2 Room Offices 


2 ROOM STUDIOS 
PRIVATE BATHS _ 
756 7th Ave. (50th St.) 
YORK 


NEW 
Opposite Roxy Theatre 
Reasonable Rents 


Apply Earl Douglas Hansen, Room 403 


P' 
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Nat'l Terp Ops to Hold Out Vs. BMI: 
Orch Leaders Seen in Middle on Pacts 





Chicago, Oct. 3. * 


National Ballroom Operators 
accn. will make no contracts with 
Broadcast Music, Inc. (BMI), nor 
give in to the recent de- | 
mands of the licensing outfit, | 
vanrery learned last week. Sec- | 
ond annual convention of the as- 
eoviation. which ended Thursday 
98) at the LaSalle hotel, had been 
held behind closed doors. But 
emerging was the information that 
the ballroom operators are united 
in opposition to BMI requests, 

rhe operators, it’s been re- 
vealed, will shift the burden of 
guilt for unlicensed playing of mu-! 
i 
o 
J 


will it 


«to the bands themselves. Trump 
d for the terp-operators is a 
er attached to band contracts 
which reportedly insures the own- 
ers from litigation, placing full re- | 
sponsibility on the orchsters, | 
American Federation of Musicians, 
meanwhile, has ruled that the con- 
tract riders are not binding and 
protest the entry of dance bands | 
themselves into what has been aj} 
haggle exclusively between BMI| 
and the NBOA. | 
Logically pointed out by ob- | 
servers is. the jeopardy in which | 
the orechsters are placed by a re-| 
fusal to sign the riders. Inking} 
the rider would open the orchsters | 
to litigation, or, if not, give sub- 


stantial reason for no return en- 
gavements. 

On the other hand, BMI has not 
been sitting quietly. Continuing 
eforts to pact NBOA members, | 


the licensing organization has cir- 
culated letters to over 70° of the 
ballroom owners with an offer to 
either sign licensing agreements 
or facé the prospect of severe ac- 
tion within 10 days after the 1e- 
ceipt of the letter. 
Attendance Figures 

\lso emerging from the conven- 
tion was a proposal to standardize | 
attendance figure reports, in order 
to pav warranted rates to the 
maestros, instead of salaries often 
souped-up due to falsified reports 
on attendance draw. The _ plan 

‘Continued on page 46) 


B’casters Nix AFM Plea 
For Cut on Vidpic Rates; 
Irked by Tuner Methods 


Flatly rejecting the American 
Federation of Musicians’ proposal 
for a 5° cut on rate card charges 
for video films, the broadeasters’ 
negotiating committee have in- 
formed the AFM that they will re- | 
sume discussions for an agreement | 
only on a bilateral basis. Broadcast- | 
ing committee has been irked by 
the AFM bargaining technique of | 
mailing its proposals to the net- 
works on a take-it-or-leave-it basis. 
AFM is demanding the same terms 
from the networks on TV _ films 
that the union has already won 
froin several indie producers, who | 
have agreed to pay 5% of pix earn- 
ings into the Music Performance 
Trust Fund. 

\ spokesman for the broadcast- 
ers committee discounted the im- 
portance of any attempt by AFM | 
prexy James C. Petrillo to use the 
union’s negotiations with the radio 
networks as a lever to gain his TV | 
demands. He intimated that the 
Shoe Was on the other foot, since 
the broadcasters could attempt to | 
break the employment quotas now 
in effect in network outlets. <Ac-. 
cording to the broadcasters, such | 
quotas are illegal and would pro- ! 
Vide a bargaining club for the. 
broadcasters when the current 
radio pact runs out Feb. 1, 1951. 


KRUPA PREEMS ALBANY 
CLUB WITH $2,300 TAKE 


Albany, Oct. 3. 

Gene Krupa’s orchestra played 
to a reported $2,300 at the 400° 
Casino last week (25), in the first | 
1 a series by name bands which | 
Herman Halpern has scheduled. 
New night club has a 520-person | 
Capacity. Minimum cover was $3; | 
at the bar, $2. Halpern described | 
the turnout as “good though not 
‘apacity.” Krupa’s unit also broad- 
‘@st on the regular Casino pro- | 
fram over WPTR. 








~ - 


9 P 
(2. Jimmy Dorsey and Tony Pas- 


tor follow. j 


! although 
| clauses in the contract publishers 


‘comments were invited. 


‘Consul’ Libretto Is Only 
Available With Decca Set 


Decca is pushing its disk version | 
of Gian-Carlo Menotti’s opera-le- | 


giter, “‘The Consul,’ with the un- 
usual selling point that the set 
contains the only available libret- 
to of the opera. The libretto has 


been packaged along with the two- | 


disk long-playing set. 

Following its past practice on 
waxing Broadway Decca 
edited “The Consul” to suit aural 
requirements but eliminated less 
than 4°o of the total. 


MPPA Board 
Nixes SPA Pact 


Renewal Form 


A solid front of publisher oppo- 
sition to use of the Songwriters 
Protective Assn.’s new renewal 
contract forms was registered this 
week, spelling what may be a 
deathblow to SPA’s hope of enter- 
ing into a basic agreement with 
publishers ‘covering renewal forms. 
Music Publishers Protective Assn., 
which negotiates basic agreements 
with SPA, Monday (2) night sen 
out letters to members informing 
them of MPPA board's unanimous 


shows, 





‘disapproval of SPA's_ contract 
forms at a meeting last week. 
Since MPPA would negotiate 


any basic agreement with SPA, its 
action means SPA will have to ne- 
gotiate and enter into any agree- 
ments with individual publishers. 

Chief argument against use of 
the contract is one of principle, 
there are also certain 


don’t like. Each renewal, they 
argue, must be judged on its own 


merits. In most cases the song has | 


a proven value, and any contract 
must be drawn with that value in 
mind. If the song is worth renew- 
ing, the writer will get a fair deal, 
publishers say, and if the writer 
isn’t satisfied with his deal he can 
take the song to another publisher. 

Objections to specific clauses in 
the contract are centered around 
guaranteed royalties, the $100 bo- 
nus upon renewal, and the sliding 
royalty scale. Opposition on this 
score was expected, however. 

SPA has not yet made plans for 
negotiation of the basic agreement. 


‘Copies of the new contracts were 


sent out to publishers and mem- 
bers three weeks ago, immediately 
on completior of the forms, and 
SPA of- 
ficials report that while cleffer 
members have written in approval 
of the contract, no comments from 
publishers have been received. 


NABET Walkout Threat 
Hits RCA Victor in N.Y. 





Threatened walkout of about 150, 
RCA | 


recording engineers from 
Victor N. Y. studios was tempo- 
rarily averted Monday ‘2) via the 


‘intervention of the Federal Medi- 


Spokesmen for Na- 
Broadcast En- 


ation Service. 
tional Assn. of 


'gineers and Technicians, declared, 
‘however, that the union may still 


stage a strike at any time “during 
the next 48 hours.” 

Dispute with 
around NABET’s 


revolves 
demands 


Victor 
wage 


and wage-job classifications. Union 
| is asking for the elimination of the 


second-class engineer's category 
and the creation of a senior stu- 
dio engineer classification. 





‘Te Groen Tops Coast AFM 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 

John te Groen, veepee of AFM, 
Local 47, automatically became 
president of that body on the death 
of J. K. (Spike) Wallace. 

Term will expire in December 
when the annual election will be 
and Phil 


presidential candidate 


Fischer for veepee. 


Sub Rosa 


Gathering of the Bing Cros- 
by clan on Decca Records is 
giving comedians some new 
material. Last Friday night 

| 29), on the kickoff radio show 
| -for the national Community 
| Chest, Bob Hope and Crosby 
| were in a comedy turn, and 
Hope snapped at the crooner: 
_ “You know, I can hurt you.” 
| “How?” asked Crosby. 
“Just one word from me ‘to 
the Child Labor Board and 
you're out of the record busi- 
ness.” 


British Setup For 
Warner Catalog 


Reg Connelly, head of the Brit- 
ish publishing firm, Campbell, Con- 
nelly, has inked a longterm deal 
with Herman Starr, Warner group 
|topper, under which the English 
company will handle the Warner 
catalog for the British territories. 
Deal calls for the formation of a 
new firm, Harms-Connelly, Ltd., 
and will cover new songs and music 
in Warner Bros. pictures plus the 
American catalogs of Harms, Wit- 
mark and Advanced, all comprising 
the Warner group. 

Partnership pact will run for 15 
years with the profits of the new 
firm to be split on a 50-50 basis. 
Connelly’s deal with the Warner 
_ group will not affect older numbers 
in the Warner group catalog now 
handied by other British firms. B. 
_Feldman, one of the major British 
pubs, will continue to hold rights 
on a large section of the old stand- 
ards in the various Warner catalogs. 








i 
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| Mills Pacts Longhair, 
| Educational Music Of 
| British Publishing Co. 


|} Value of longhair and educa- 
tional music as a financial backstop 
‘for pop publishers was again em- 
phasized this week when Mills 
Music disclosed that it had inked a 
longterm agreement with the 
Classie Office of Francis, Day & 
Hunter. Deal, which took effect 
Aug. 1, names Mills as the British 
pubs sole and exclusive rep for 
North America, excluding Canada. 

Covered by the pact are a wide 
variety of standard, choral and in- 
strumental compositions written by 
such composers as Alphonso Gibi- 
laro, John Brydson, John Long- 
mier, Dudley Bayford and Leonard 
Duck. Preliminary negotiations on 
the deal, according to Jack Mills, 
head of the American firm, began 
some two years ago. They were 


finalized in July during Fred Day’s | 


visit to New York. 


Mills recalled that his company 


recently entered into a_ similar 
agreement with Alfred Lengnick 
& Co., of London, and pointed ou: 
that still another international rep- 
resentation pact may soon be con- 
summated with a French publish- 
ing house. 


ROBBINS UPHELD BY 
PECORA IN ASHLEY SUIT 


New York Supreme Court Jus- 
‘tice Ferdinand Pecora upheld J. J. 
‘Robbins & Sons last week in a 





suit against Ashley Music Supply | 
Co., in which the latter firm was | 


charged with unfair competition. 


Action revolved around a series of 
collections of public domain com- 
positions which the Jack Robbins 
(firm originally put out under the 
title of ‘““Music For Millions.” Ash- 
ley subsequently published another 
series under the title of “Songs 
For The Millions,” .which provoked 
the legal action. 

Judge Pecora ruled that the 
Ashley use of the title “Songs 
For The Millons” was unfair com- 
petition, and said “the defendant’s 


activities are calculated to deceive | 
the ordinary purchaser into believ- | 


ing that the plaintiff's product was 
being sold.” The defendant was 
enjoined from publishing the book 
and had to post a $1,000 bond. 
Julian T. Abeles represented J. J. 
Robbins and Benjamin Starr was 
attorney for Ashley. 





| Earl Swope, former trombonist 
with the Woody Herman and 
‘Benny Goodman orchs, has joined 


‘woody Herman was in Monday , held, with te Groen running as a/ Elliot Lawrence's band, replacing | 


Gene Hessler, who left to enter 
j the Army. 


Tele, Pix Cuts Cue Coast Exodus 


Cleffer Go East as ASCAP Pay Plan, 





-ASCAP Rushes Overseas 
__ Divvy to Beat Tax Hike 


In a move to outrace the new 
| Federal tax rates which went into 


«e¢ 
vy 


Combined forces of television's 


'impact in the east, the new Ameri- 


effect Oct. 1, American Society of | 
Composers, Authors and Publish-' 


ers last week distributed to its 
|members a part of the overseas 
performing rights dividend. The 
/melon covered ail performance 
rights fees for the past year from 
the Continent, plus payments for 
British broadcasting rights. 
Although ASCAP was pressured 
by some writers to get the checks 
out before the Oct. 1 deadline, it’s 
believed that the payments still 
will be bitten by the new tax rates. 


ASCAP Net Hits 
$5,882,052 For 
Eight Month 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 

Legal fees in connection with the 
Government’s monopoly charges 
ate up $1,846,918 of ASCAP’s $7,- 
728.970 gross for the first eight 
months of 1950, American Society 
of Composers, Authors & Producers 
prexy Otto Harbach told the semi- 
annual meeting of the Coast 
| branch. Society’s net for the pe- 
'riod was $5,882,052. Royalty dis- 
| bursements for the first 10 months 
| of the year reached $4,390,050, in- 
cluding payments to both writer 
and publisher members. 

ASCAP prexy explained that the 
total revenue was down about 15% 
over previous years, since the so- 
ciety is no longer collecting from 
film theatres. Revenue from tele- 
vision helped keep the decline from 
being even greater. 





can Society of Composers, Authors 
and Publishers songwriters payoff 
plan, and economy moves by major 
film companies, are seen dimming 
Hollywood’s place in the music 
business sun. ’ 

In past weeks (a pattern to be 
repeated during the next few 
months), a number of songwriters 
who have lived in recent years on 
the Coast have packed up and 
moved to New York. Reason for 
the trek eastward is that they are 
unable to place songs on the Coast, 
either with publishers or record 
companies. 

Capitol is the only diskery op- 
erating directly out of the Coast. 
With television’s draw on top re- 
cording talent, other disk execs 
have found fewer occasions to go 


'to the Coast for recording sessions, 


and when they do go, their visits 
are shorter. This makes it tough 
for the songwriters to place 


| records. 


Likewise, periodic visits by N. Y. 
publishing execs to the Coast are 
growing less frequent and shorter, 


‘making it equally tough to place 


songs with publishers. With tal- 
ent moving east for TV, publish- 
ers who had to make contacts on 


ithe Coast now find they can make 


them right at home. Also, video’s 
penetration in the east is robbing 
the Hollywood - originated radio 
commercial shows of much of their 
listening audience. 
Tough to Place Songs 

With the new ASCAP payoff plan 
based 60° on performances, writ- 
ers are finding they have to get 
songs placed and get them played. 


iInability of the writers to place 


Meeting paused to pay tribute to 


L. Wolfe Gilbert, vet tunesmith 
currently rep for the songwriters. 
George Jessel sang a special song 
he and Ben Oakland had penned, 
saluting Gilbert, who -was gifted 
with a set of airplane luggage 
bought with contributions from the 
members. 


Stafford to Etch 4 For 
Col While With Capitol 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 
Jo Stafford will etch four sides 
for Columbia next week, although 
still under Capitol contract. Latter 





waxery can do nothing, however, | 
as long as the platters aren't re- | 


leased until after she leaves Capitol 
Nov. 1. 

| Capitol also has slated some wax 
dates for the chirp before she 
leaves. Her contract permitted her 
to depart six months after Paul 
Weston ankled the firm. He left 
for Columbia three months ago, 
but Cap okayed her departure any- 
Way. 


All-Time Best-Sellers As 
RCA 45 RPM Promotion 


As part of its new campaign for 
the 45 rpm speed, RCA Victor is 
issuing a special album of all-time 
best-sellers on the longhair Red 
Seal label. Set, which will be is- 
sued only on 45, will feature Mar- 
ian Anderson, Leopold Stokowski, 
Jan Peerce, Jeanette MacDonald, 
Allan Jones, Boston Pops Orches- 
tra, First Piano Quartet and Enrico 
Caruso. 





songs with firms other than Edwin 
H. Morris, Henry Spitzer and the 
film subsidiaries are beginning to 
bring them east. 

Already in N. Y. for these rea- 
sons are Sunny Skylar and Allen 
Roberts, both of whom have lived 
on the Coast for the past few 
years. In N. Y. also are film writ- 

‘Continued on page 47) 





Ellington to Sue on Use 
Of Name in ‘Peace’ Appeal; 
Claims He Never Signed 


Duke Ellington is threatening to 
sue the U. S. sponsors of the 
“Stockholm Peace Petition,” an al- 
legedly Communist-front organiza- 
tion, for using his name on litera- 
ture being circulated in connec- 
tion with the “peace” appeal. 
Denying that he had ever signed 
the appeal, the bandleader de- 
clared that he intended to sue 
for defamation of name and repu- 
tation if his name was not removed 
immediately. 

Ellington, writing in the New 
Leader weekly, said: “I personally 


fare better as a member of my 


minority than any member of any 
other minority I’ve ever seen in 
any country. Sure, the situation of 
the Negro isn’t what it should be. 
But if I ean contribute toward im- 
proving it, it won’t be in the form 
of signing any petitions. As any- 


/one knows who has followed my 
| career, movements of a_ political 


Victor’s Red Seal division is plan- | 


ning this set as first of a series of 
similar collections. 


Shelton Ends U.S. Stint 


Ann Shelton, London Records 
artist, returns to England next 
week following a two-week visit to 
the U. S. for a couple of radio and 
TV shots and disk jockey contacts. 
Miss Shelton originally came here 
‘for the Percy Faith CBS Coca-Cola 

i show, “The Pause That Refreshes,” 
but was held over for the Ken 
Murray show on CBS-TV this Sat- 
urday (7). 

The songstress, 





meantime, has 


) don today (Wed.) in New York. 


nature — Stockholm movements or 
Moscow movements, any kind but 
orchestral movements—have never 
been a part of my life.” 

Ellington, meantime, is comple‘t- 
ing a project to give annual awards 
of merit to young jazz artists. The 
winners, who will be selected by 
Ellington personally, will be pre- 
sented in a New York concert. 


DORSEY ROMANCED BY 
AGENCIES ON NEW PACT 


Major talent agencies are be- 





ginning to make overtures to band- 


leader Tommy Dorsey, whose con- 


‘tract with Music Corp. of America 


is due to expire Dec. 7. Dorsey 
this week refused to say anything 
on the subject other than confirm 
that his MCA contract is running 
out, but is reported to be listening 
to all offers without committing 
himself on any of them. 

. Meanwhile, Dorsey hasn't made 
his mind up as to when heli go 
back on the road. No bookings are 
being set until decision is made. 
It’s also understood he won't allow 
any bookings to be set by MCA 


been set to slice four sides for Lon- past Dec. 7, even if he does return 


ito the road before then. 





| 
| 
| 
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Arthur Godfrey: “A Marshmal- 
jow World’-"“The Christmas Tree} 
Angel” (Columbia). One of God-| 
frey's strongest disks. *“Marsh- | 
mallow” is a cute, bouncy tune. 
with a clever lyric that Godfrey | 
sells big with good backing from | 
the Chordettes and the Cherry’ 
sisters. Reverse is a firstrate Xmas_ 
iiem also smartly handled. Both 
edes have solid jock potential. 
‘Archie Bleyer orch accomps. 

Perry Como: “Marrying For 
Love’-"The Best Thing For You” 
(Victor). Two Irving Berlin num- 


bers from the “Call Me Madam” 
score are smoothly rendered by 
Como. “Love” is a good show tune 
but without a definite commercial 
pop flavor. Reverse is a more sale- 
able pop item that Como carries 
on a siow beat. Mitchell Ayres 
orch backs up neatly. 

Rosemary Clooney: “Where Do 
1 Go From You”-“I’m The One 
Who Loves You;” “Bless This 
House”’-“C-h-r-i-s-t-m-a-s” (Colum- 


bia). Miss Clooney gets her best | 
chanee on a couple of these sides. 
“Where Do I Go” is delivered with 
a potent style that rates plenty of 
jock and juke spins. “Loves You” 
is more good material with a slight 
Ozark beat. Other two sides are 
p'easing. Xmas tunes that Miss 
Clooney treats with right feeling. 
Good backing is furnished by 
Percy Faith and Norman Leyden, 
Jatter batoning the last three sides. 

Bing Crosby-Andrews _ Sisters: 
“Poppa Santa Claus’’-"‘Mele Kiliki- | 
naka’ ‘Decea). “Santa Claus” 
one of the better Xmas tunes} 
brightly projected by Crosby and 
the Andrews Sisters. Side is tail-| 
ored for the holiday season and 
could eatech on big. Flipover is an 
Hawaiian Xmas number with a) 
caichy beat and lyric. Vie Schoen 
erch accomps. 


iS 


Perey Faith Orch & Chorus:, 
“In The Middle Of A _ Riddle’’- 
“Green Grass and Peaceful Pas- 
tures” (Columbia). Faith’s slice of 


“Riddle” is among his most com- 
mercial sides for Columbia. Tune 
is projected with a fine simple-| 
sivled choral arrangement against | 
a rich instrumental background. 
Reverse is an effective mood piece 
en which Faith gives one of his 
lush arrangements, Andy Roberts | 
solidly handling the vocal within | 
the orch and choral framework. | 

Mary Martin-Arthur Godfrey: | 
“A Rainy Day  Refrain’-"C’ESt | 
Tout” (Columbia). Two top sides | 
by this neatly contrasting duo. | 
“Refrain,” recently launched 


fine cuts by Mindy Carson for Vic- | exclusive 
the Andrews Sisters for Victor. 


tov and 


Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By HERM SCHOENFELD. 








sentimental impact on “Kiss Me” 


(Columbia) . . . On the Discovery 
label, Damito Jo is standout on a 
couple of standards, “Until The 
Real Thing Comes Along” and 
“Anytime Anyplace Anywhere”. . . 
Ziggy Talent has ashumorous take- 





off on “Goodnight Irene” with 
“Please Say Goodnight To the 
Guy, Irene” (Vietor) Frank 


DeVol orch has made a good cut} 


of “Jing-A-Ling Jing-A-Ling” for 
Capitol ... Fred Waring has two 
more tasteful sides in “Sleep” and 
“TI Hear Music” for Decca . . . Nat 
“King” Cole neatly delivers a 
couple of Xmas items, “Frosty The 
Snow Man” and “Little Christmas 
Tree” for Capitol Two solid 
sides by Tommy Dorsey in “Rain- 
bow Gal,” with Sy Oliver vocaling. 
and “Only A Moment Ago,” John- 
ny Amoroso vocaling ... Martha 


Tilton and Harry Babbitt have a 


good side in “It May Be On Sun- 
day” (Coral)... June Christy has 


lovely jazz vocal on “He Can Come, 


Back Anytime He Wants To” (Cap- 
itol) . . . Connie Haines has a fine 
side in “Swingin’ Doors” (Coral). 


Una Mae Carlisle and Bub | 


Chester orch team on a good cut 
of “Mad About Love” for Colum- 
bia... On same label, Percy Faith 
plays his own sparkling composi- 


ition, “Brazilian Sleigh Bells” ... 


Russ Morgan orch has a listenable 
side in “Close Your Pretty Eyes” 
for Decea .. .. Discovery has made 
a sliee of that controversial num- 
ber, “Old Man Atom,” with Jay 
Hilborn narrating the disputed 
lyric .. . On the same label, more 
excellent j sounds by Phil 


jazz 
Moore orch on “I’m Yours” and 


“Nice Work It You Can Get it,” 
Mary Ann McCall handling the 
vocals in firstrate style. 

Standout western, folk, jazz. 


polka, religious, ete.: Ernest Tubb, | 


“The Old Rugged Cross” (Decea). 
... Tony Puskarz, “Little Judy” 
(Coral) ... Muggsy Spanier Orch, 
“It’s A Long, Long Way To Tipper- 
ary” (Mercury) . Sharkey and 
His Kings of Dixieland, “Somebody 
Stole My Gal” (Capitol) ... Bar- 
bara Carroll Trio, “Dancing On the 
Ceiling’ (Discovery) .. Arbee 
Stidham, “So Tired Of Dreaming” 
(Victor)... Red Norvo Trio, “Night 
and Day” ‘(Diseovery) ... Sons of 


the Pioneers, “What This Country 


‘Vietor). 


RCA Pacts Serrano 


Rosita Serrano, 


Needs” 





Latin-American 


by | Songstress, has been inked to an 


disking pact by RCA 
Currently in the U. S. for 


Decea, is given another saleable | nitery and vaude bookings, Miss 


version here. Flipover is an equal- | 


Serrano formerly cut several al- 


}) solid side with a cute beat and; bums for London Records. 


Ivric snugly fitting the Martin-| 
Godfrey style. Firstrate jock and 


Miss Serrano’s Victor platters 


| Will be slanted for the domestic 


juke fare, Archie Bleyer orch ac-| and export market with American 


CO'nDS, 

Richard Hayes: “Can't Seem To. 
1 aug h Anymore’’-“Jing-A-Ling 
Jing-A-Ling” ‘(Mercury). “Laugh 
Anymore” is the type of dramatic 
number Hayes is suited for, He 
renders this good torch tune with | 
# saleable sentimental veneer. | 
Coupling is an excellent winter! 
season item, strongly projected by | 
Haves with backing from Jerry | 
Murad’s HUarmonicats, David Le-| 
Winter’s piano and George Bass- | 
man’s orch. ; 

The Three Suns: “Sleigh Ride”- , 
“lil Find You” (Victor). WeRey | 
Anderson's standard, “Sleigh | 
Ride,” is neatly interpreted by this 





instrumental combo. This trickily | 
side should be one of, 
Bottom | 


e ecuted 
riree Suns’ best-sellers. 
“ck is a straight ballad with Peter 


Hanley neatly handling the vocal, 


Album Reviews 
Yma Sumac: “Voice of 
usval collection of South American 
Indian numbers which Capitol has 
packaged for pop consumption. A 
Brazilian songstress with a remark- 
ale vocal range, Yma Sumac de- 


‘vers her exotic numbers with a| 


fiscinating intensity. This eight- | 
sided set contains several 
that joeks ean use occasionally for 
a change-of-pace. Backing by the 
Les Baxter orch is in a pop vein 
‘hich sometimes jars the authentic | 
hood of the songs. 


Platter Pointers 

Eddy Howard has made a good 
Ct of “Patricia” for Mercury .. . | 
Bing @rosby and Carol Richards 
duet on a listenable Xmas tune, 
Silver Bells,” from the Paramount 
bic, “Lemon Drop Kid,” for Decea. 
.. . Art Morton delivers effectively 
6n “You Won't Forget Me” (Cap- 
ttlol) . . . Lily Ann Carol and Ray 
Block orch join on a snappy rendi- 
i of “Let George Do It” for 
“ifnature ... Leo Pieper orch has 


# neat side in “Corn Silk” (Tower). 
* +. Tony Bennett projects with 








| Sa i i ne i ee 


| the 
Xtabay” (Capitel). This is an un-!| 


sides | 


and Latin-styled numbers. 


VARIETY 


; \ Jenkins-Weavers ..... Decca 
1. GOODNIGHT IRENE (9) (Spencer) ............cceecceee: ) Frank Sinatrt oot. Columbia 
7 \ King Cole Trio ....... Capitol 
2. MONA LISA (13) (Paramount) eee ccc eccecesccceeeres ) Victor Youny............ Decca 
S GReraae Beeerere GR) CROFT) 2... cc cecccccssevececssavis Bing & Gary Crosby .... Decca 
ke a | ne de ba daw ed ob aa Patti Page Mereusy 
— TEN RY P \ Jenkins-Wearvets ..... Decca 
5. TZENA, TZENA, TZENA (12) (Cromwell) ................. ) Mitch \filler ee” Coluinbdia 
6. CAN ANYONE EXPLAIN (5) (Valando) .......... eee re PINGS BGR. 2k ke vhs es Coral 
7. LA VIE EN ROSE (6) (Harms) ........ Tererrerrr i rerire. Tony Mertinr bed nae st 
— . ‘ ore ‘ \ Bing & Gary Crosby Deeca 
S. SAM S SONG (11) (Sam W eiss) ee ee ee eeeereceeeeeersreeereree | Joe “Fingers” Carr Capitol 
9. ILL NEVER BE FREE (1) (Valando) ....... Pig Rebs bheteople ae einen: Kay Starr-Tenn, Ernie... Capitol 
_ \ Frankie Laine Mercury 
1é@. MUSIC Saaeene PLEASE (1) (Bourne) ............. ‘ ‘) Tony Martin............ Victor 
Second Group 
y y Mi 7 : . { Red Foley $#£6693K4 Decca 
CINCINNATI DANCING PIG (Old Hickory) .................... Vie Damone....... ... Mercury 
BONAPARTE’S RETREAT (10) (Acuff-Rose) .................... Mew Ste 2 gacwecd. Capitol 
HARBOR LIGHTS (Chappell) ................. Ma Rae eerie Sammy Kaye Columbia 
COUNT EVERY STAR (Paxton) is. deneee ae By Prec ae Hugo Winterhualter Victor 
DREAM A LITTLE DREAM (Words & Music) ......:.......... . Frankie Loiw........ Mereury 
I'M FOREVER BLOWING BUBBLES (Remick) ..... fe iviaykawie Jenkins-Show Decca 
{ LOVE THE GUY (Shapiro-B) ..._..........:. eo etbakcec tts Cire PR TPR *... . sends deo Victor 
sie 7 + { Andrews Sis-Jenkiins Decca 
I WANNA BE LOV ED (18) (Supreme) eeeeeeee eee eweeeesrseereesres } Billy Eckstine M-G-M 
VAGABOND SHOES (Jefferson) ...... oa oe ; Vic Davwne Mlercury 
JUST SAY I LOVE HER (ABC) a eae Fe eee ee ee Johnny Desmond. ...... hI-G-M 
BE Oe WES CD nw is ce cdc cde ccc baes evs wbeidse. Porry Cone ’ Victor 
\ Kallen-Haves . ....... Merevry 
OUR LADY OF FATIMA (Robbins) ......... er ee eee Red Foley. 2... eS * Deeta 
PLL ALWAYS LOVE YOU (Famous) ... 7... ccccccccc ccc cccccces Dean Niertir veveses } CORO 
ee ee), kk ce elee tes ensarancdeeawvsess SO. FAM fos i ietdes _ Capitol 
ee ee cre, wk sb oss ola ne ea SON eke Oe taaipee } ee Perry Como ..... ve Victor 


{Figures in parenthescs indicate number oj weeks song has been in the Top 10.) 


Best British Sheet Sellers 


(Week ending Sept. 23) 
London, Sept. 26. 
Silver Dollar....... Pic Music 


Bewitched ........ Sterling 
PGS Les ous 5 >. New World 
Have | Told You...... Leeds 
Sam’s. Song.,...... Sterling 
Blackbird :...... Box & Cox 
Once in a While. . .. Magna 
Sentimental Me . Cinephonic 
Daddy’s Little Girl Yale 
My Foolish Heart... .. Sun 
If | Loved You Williamson 
Ashes of Roses..... Connelly 
Second 12 
Tzena Tzena Tzena Leeds 
Quicksilver Morris 
Dearie epee Connelly 
Goodnight Irene .. Leeds 
Remember Cornfields Areadia 
Have Eyes for You ..Feldman 
Candy & Cake Dash 


Imperia 
Feldman 
Lennox 
Leeds 
Wright 


Count Every Star 
Happy Times 

Let’s Do I[t Again 
Piano Roll Blues 
Your Heart, My Heart 


Precedent Set in N.Y. 
Ruling on Time Limit 
In Infringement Suit 


decision 








A precedent-making 
covering the time allotted a copy- 
right owner to bring suit for statu- 
tory infringeme:t in N. Y. 
was set down last week in a ruling 
made by Judge Sylvester J. Ryan 
in N. Y. federal district court. 
Judgment states. that a copyright 
owner could start suit for statu- 
tory infringement within six years 
of the act of infringemeht if the 
claim is filed in N. Y. federal dis- 
trict court. 


state 


Ruling was made regarding 
Roy J. Carew’s infringement suit 


against Melrose Music, Decca Rec- 
ords and its subsid, Brunswick. 
Spring & Eastman, law firm for 
the defendants, claimed the suit 
was invalid because it had been 
filed more than three years after 
the alleged infringement took 
place Three-year time limit ap- 
plies to common law eopyright 
suits, and was cited, since there 


was no ruling applicable to siatu- | 


tury copyright suits in N. Y. state. 
In accordance with Judge Ryan's 
ruling, Carew’s suit falls within 


the time limit and can be brought | 


before the ccurt. Carew claims 
Melrose’s “Sweetheart of Mine” is 


an infringement of its song, ‘“Frog- | 


I-More Rag,” written by Jelly Roll 


Morton. The Melrose number was, 


recorded by Brunswick. Harry J. 
Stein is legalite for Carew. 
Meanwhile Melrose execs said 
the suit was “near settlement.” 
Nevertheless any settlement will 
not affect Judge Ryan’s decision. 


- eral 


Music in Need of Promotion Job; 


Big Outlets Ignored, Sez Robbins 


+ 





? 


Lombardo, Lawrence To 


Foot Bills for Series 
Both Guy Lombardo and Elliot 


‘Lawrence will foot the bills when 


their bands play for the World 
Series games at Philadelphia's 
Shibe Park and New York’s Yankee 
Stadium. Lawrence will only play 
at one game, the initialer in Phila- 
delphia today ‘Wed.). Lombardo, 
however, will play at all the Stadi- 
um games. 

In addition, Lombardo is sup- 
plying the members of his crew 
and their wives with box seats to 
the N. Y. games. Cost, including 
money being shelled out to the 
musicians, .is reportedly running 
Lombardo over $1.080. Lawrence, 
incidentally, is booked almost 
solidly from tomorrow (5) through 
late November on. one-nighters 
and locations. 


AFM 802 UNITY GROUP 
RESHUFFLES ITS SLATE 


The opposition Unity group in- 
side New York Local 802, Ameri- 
can Federation of Musicians, re- 
shuffled its slate for the union’s 
elections in December. William 
Feinberg remains as candidate for 
president with Joe W. Le Maire, 
named for vice-prexy; Henry Mac- 





caro for secretary and Samuel 
Kramar for treasurer. Maccaro 


was originally named for the vice- 
prexy slot. 


Feinberg, continued 


meantime, 


his campaign among the-slocal’s 
20.000 members by pledging a 


drive to obtain a comprehensive 
program of federal subsidies for 
live music. The administration’s 
Blue ticket is scheduled to com- 
plete its nominations for the ex- 
ecutive board at its next caucus 
neeting. 





Testut Quits Muzak 
Dick Testut whose post as gen- 
manager of Associated . Pro- 
gram Service was taken ‘ver 
recently by Maurice B. Mitchell, 
has also resigned from his posi- 
tion as Muzak veepcee. 

Testut plans to take a short vaca- 
tion before deciding on another 
job. 





Fort Worth—Ray McKinley and 
his band will open ut the new Ca- 


sino here Friday ‘6) and will play. 
at the spot each weekend for an 


indefinite period. 


Week of Sent. 30 


10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines, ¥¢e%.°t Set. 3 


| work into it. 


| creative 
'tion of publishers, men | ke Buddy 
| Morris, Lou Levy and Lester Sant- 
_ly, to go to work on the problem. 
, We can’i leave it to the older men 

and the older firms. 
;¢ompany publishers are interested 
‘only in exploiting films. 
ito get men who are interested in 
(the music business and whe love 
|; the business and are 


| special 
{| KCA Victor recordings, with the 
lceombo's first number to be “The 
| Fiddle Boogie.” 
| spotted for special exnioitation by 
‘the diskerv‘s repertory staff. 


| singer -Dick Noel 
, pact. 


SESSSES HS SSS SPF OSESES SSOP SE SEES FHFFHSSOSSHSSFEOESESESESCSSOSOSESOSSOCHHO 


Sheet music sales can be _ in- 
creased by “elevating popular 
musie to its proper stature in the 
public eye, not by trying to sell it 
on cigar stands,” publisher Jack 
Robbins said this week. Directing 
some pointed remarks against the 
methods of the industry’s current 
drive to inerease copy sales, Rob- 
bins said that the industry-wide 
drive was attempting to open the 
wrong ouilets in the wrong way. 

“Why concentrate our fire on 
getting sheet music into the syndi- 
cate stores or on cigar stands, with 
only 20 songs on display at once, 
when we can work on opening up 
entire music departments in mil- 
lion-dollar department store units? 
Why. instead of trying to bury our 
music on small counters in syndi- 
cate stores, can’t we get the large 
depariment stores, like Sears Roe- 
buck and Montgomery Ward and 
the new Macy’s in California, to 
set up musie departments and pre- 
sent music in the proper atmos- 
phere and on the proper level? 
We've got to get music before the 
public, and the public will be 
drawn to music displayed in roomy, 
pleasant surroundings, where it’s 
presented as it should be, in a cul- 
tural light. 

“Sure,” said Robbins, “we ought 
to work on the syndicate stores. 
And we can get them to sell music 
—give them a phonograph and a 
white-labelled record of each song 
so they don’t have to worry about 
demonstrating. But we're missing 
the big boat by losing sight of the 
department stores. 

“It's a shame when our big hits 
sell only 150,000 or 200,000 copies, 
and ‘rack’ orders have dropped to 
98,000. The demand is there--we 
know that.” Standard sales are 
maintaining a high level—people 
want to sing our songs. But we've 
got to get the right outlets and 
we've got to let the people Know 
that the music is waiting for them. 

Longrange Publicity Pgm. 

“What we need is a longrange 
public relations program for the 
industry—and a real one, not one 
composed of just talk. The publish- 
ers have to put in money and ef- 
fort. We not only need a Music 
Publishers Protective Assn. but a 
Musie Publishers Promoiion Assn. 
We've got to get music into the 
schools. There are 50,000 high 
schools waiting to be tapped, but 
we can go even one step further— 
we can go into the grade schools. 
In San Francisco they teach musie 
as early as the seventh grade. Why 
can't we get schools abl over the 
country to do that? 

“Our merchandising methods are 
ridiculous for a business -of our 
size. Other industries keep their 


‘products before the public—they 


give out samples, even in bad 
times. They go to the public, not 
the public to them. Why can’t we 
do the same thing? Why shouldn't 


'we go out to the public? 


“We can, if we put money and 
We've got to get a 
committee of the energetic and 
men of the new genera- 


The picture 


We've got 


willing to 
work for it.” 


KRUPA HILLBILLY COMBO 
FOR VICTOR DISKINGS 


Gone. Krupa 
hillbilly 





has organized a 
combo for his 


Nuinber is being 


Band will be bilied as WKrupa’s 
Ber Right Boys and features Remo 


, Biondi playing a barbecue style 
iddle. 





London Pacts Noel 
London Records last week signed 
to a longterm 
Former Ray Anthony voeal- 
ist had been with Columbia for the 


' past six months. 


First London date is scheduled 
for about two weeks from now, ae- 
cording io Eddie White, Noel's per- 
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Record Release Date Jumping 


On Increase, With Pubs Helpless 


Practice by recording companies ser score of “Guys and Dolls,” had 


of jumping publisher release dates more troubles on its hands. Capi- 
on songs seems to be reach.ng a tol, which jumped release of 
fever pitch, with diskeries this “Bushel and a Peck,” has now 
week coming out with one tune! shipped out its record of another 
three months ahead of the time’ tune from the show, “I’ve Never 
for which the publisher tagged it. Been in Love Before.” But the 

Latest jump, coming on the diskery’s artists and_ repertoire | 


heels of Capitol’s jump two weeks 


aco of Frank Loesser’s “Bushel | ter to all other a&r chiefs, explain- 
and a Peck,” is on a Tommy) ing it was a mistake, and assuring 
Valando - published tune, “To the other diskeries the tune would 


Think You've Chosen Me,” written not be played on the air until Oct. 


by Bennie Benjamin and George’ 15. which is the scheduled release 
Weiss. Song was pegged for re-, date. Conkling explained that he 
lease after Jan. 1, 1951, but one. thought the release date was Oct. 
record company, Mercury, will be’ 1, the release date for “‘Bushel and 
out with its Eddy Howard record ,a Peck” and the song, “Guys and 
late this week, and others are ex- Dolls,” and apologized for his ac- 
pected to follow suit within the tion 
next two weeks. There is little that can be done 
Rush to release the song started to stop the practice, publishers 
after it became known that Sammy say. If a publisher learns of an 


impending jump, he can notify the 
American Society of Composers, 


Kaye had cut the song for Colum- 
bia and that the diskery was plan- 


ning early release of the record.’ Authors and Publishers, which 
Mercury execs heard of this and. sends out warnings to stations not 


to play the tune. ASCAP can fine 


a station $250 for each play in vio- 


set up a recording date for How- 
ard 


Others are following suit. 
Valando was burning about the’! lation of the release date. But 
jump there is no way to stop the disker- 
Meanwhile, Edwin H. Morris ies from. shipping the records, 
Music, which publishes the Loes- short of a lawsuit. 








yecord | 


~ report 


AND FORECAST OF TOMORROW'S SONG HITS 





“BEST @ COULD BE (BMI)—Rates 100% from every 


MALE angle. Cash Box selects the Russ Case-~ 
VOCAL” Jack Carroll (MGM) disc as a "Best Bet," 
and gives Vaughn Monroe (Victor) an 

equally strong sendoff. Meanwhile, Dick 

Haymes' (Decca) release was Martin 


Block's choice as. "best male vocal of the 
week." Block also picked the Vaughn Mon- 
roe version as "best" the week before. 

x «ew. 


POTENTIAL 4 IF WE HAD IT TO DO (All Over Again) (Cherio) 
WINNER —Ozie Waters (Coral) keeps moving stead-= 
ily to the top. His newest release is a 
potential winner, says Cash Box. Backing 
is IF MEMORIES WERE MONEY (Cherio), an~ 
other impressive Waters click, 
ee fF @ RR 


COMO 3 MARCHETA M. Gole)——Perry Como (Vic~ 
STANDARD tor) does a fresh version of one of the 
greatest standards of alltime. The Como 

treatment will undoubtedly be heard con- 

sistently. A necessary addition to every 


music library. 
*xekeekéewetR ® 


“BEST 3 FROSTY THE SNOW MAN (Hill & Range)— 
BET” Vaughn Monroe (Victor) rates a "Best Bet" 
in Cash Box, which says, “FROSTY should 
start the Xmas season off early witha bang 
» » » " You'll be hearing of at least a 
dozen versions of this number (non exclu- 
sively licensed by BMI). 
en 2? ® 2 
ADVANCE % BLUE CANADIAN ROCKIES (BMI Canada, Ltd.-= 
TIP Golden West Melodies)—Russ Morgan's 
(Decca) release is scheduled for October 
9. Test pressings of this tune indicate 
this is another Morgan success. 
x2? 2? 8? @ 


STANDOUT 4 DOI WORRY? (Melody Lane) — Billboard 
WAXING finds the Morgan (Decca) version—"Su- 
perb, deep mood dance waxing . lead 
trumpet solo, Morgan's sincere vocaliz- 
ing and his noted wah-wah tram make this a 
standout slicing with ‘sleeper’ poten- 

tial.* 
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GOING @ PETITE WALTZ 
STRONG (Duchess)—-Guy Lombardo (Decca) 
Three Suns (Victor) 
4 BONAPARTE’S RETREAT 
(Acuff-Rose )—kKay Starr (Capitol) 
4 CAN'T SEEM TO LAUGH ANYMORE 
(Dreyer)—Johnny Parker (Capitol 


4 DADDY'S LITTLE BOY 


(Beacon)—Dick Todd (Rainbow) 
Eddy Howard (Mercury) 


4 
bad 


Broapcast. Music, Inc. 
580 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 19% WN. Tz 


CHICAGO HOLLYWOOD een Ren Bae) MONTREA 





chief, Jim Conkling, has sent a let- | 


Top Songs on TV 


(Alphabetically Listed) 
Week of Sept. 22-28 
(Based on copyrighted Audi- 
ence Coverage Index and At- 
dience Trend Index, published 
by Office of Research, Inc., Dr. 
| John G. Peatman, director.) 
I Wanna Be Loved .. Supreme 


{ 

pe Abe oe Cromwell 

| Mona Lisa ...... Paramount 

we Ce pee Sam Fox 

| Orange Colored Sky....Frank 

| 5 Top Standards 

|} Canadian Capers Remick 
Chariestan 4; .......%% Harms 
Wild About Harry .. Witmark 
Mimi .. Ne Famous 
Old Black Magic . Famous 





Name Spier G.M. 
For Bourne, ABC 


Major reshuffling of exec eche- 
lons at Saul Bourne’s two publish- 
ing houses, Bourne Music and ABC 
Musie, has Larry Spier taking over 
as general manager of both firms, 
with Bud Gately 
sional manager of ABC and Lee 
Finburgh professional manager of 
Bourne. Finburgh retains his du- 
ties as production and exploitation 
supervisor of both firms. 

Changes, which also saw two 
contactmen added to the ABC staff, 
were made due to a flood of activ- 
ity on a number of songs in both 
catalogs. Plug tunes for the firms 
now are “Strangers,” “Music, Maes- 
tro, Please,” “Watchin’ the Trains 
Go By” and “Just Say i Love Her.” 
Latter two belonged to Spier, who 
brought ‘them along when he 
merged his catalog with ABC’s over 
a month ago. 

Spier, who owns a piece of ABC, 


originally was general professional 


manager of ABC. Gately was pro- 
fessional manager of Bourne. 
Spier’s job now is that of overseer 
of activities of both firms, a post 
similar to that he held at Chappell 
for a number of years. 


| The two contactmen added to 
| ABC are Eddie Shaw, formerly 
i with Chappell, and Charles Mac- 


/ Bourne 


Gregor, ex-Shapiro-Bernstein con- 
tactman. Shaw will operate on the 
Coast, with Mike Gould. who han- 
dled both Bourne and ABC on the 
Coast, concentrating only on the 
catalog. MacGregor will 
work on the New York staff. 





DE VOL’S NEW BAND 


_ladium Nov. 


SET FOR PALLADIUM 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 

Frank DeVol is forming a new 
band which will debut at the Pal- 
14 to tee off a five- 
week stand. Helen O’Connell will 
sing with the orch. 

Batoneer had asked American 
Federation of Musicians permission 
to play the date with the band he | 
regularly uses on the Oxydol pro- 


i gram, but was refused because 
‘such a stint would violate the 
local’s quota laws designed to 
spread work among musicians. De- 
Vol ran into a similar situation 
when he was playing the Jack 


| Carson show as well as the Oxydol 
airer, so he has decided to use the 
former Carson show sidemen as a 
|; nucleus for. the .dance beat ag- 
gregation. 





| 


| MCA Pacts Chirper Raine 
For Club, AM-TV Dates 


Singer Lorry Raine last week | 
‘signed with Music Corp. of Amer- | 
lica for the latier to handle theatre, | 
jnitery, radio and television book- | 
ings and management. Her hus- | 
band, Tim Gayle, will continue as | 
personal manager. .MCA is work- | 
ing on theatre and nitery dates for 
the chirp, most of whose work has | 
been in the récording field. | 

Meanwhile, Miss Raine will wax | 
her first session for London within | 
the next two or three weeks. Disk- | 
ery already has under release six | 
of her sides, but these. were bought | 
up from the Universal label. 








Apollo Inks Calello 


Sonny Calello, vocalist currently 
appearing on Ted Steele’s TV) 
show, has been signed by Apollo 
Records, N. Y. His first’ sides, | 
“Cuban Love Sone” and “When 
You Kiss a Stranger,” will be re- 
leased this week. 

He was at one time a singer with 
Tominy WPorsey’s orch. 


becoming profes- | 


| 
. 


ad 


Inside Orchestras—Music 


| Metro obviously has no intention of letting potentially good tunes die 
| on the cutting-room floor. For the second time in recent months, studio 
| has rescued a tune cut from one film and included it in another. Latest 
'example is “House of the Singing Bamboo,” a Harry Warren tune which 
| originally was cleffed, with a different title and different lyrics, as a 
_Judy Garland production number in “The Harvey Girls.” Few months 
back, Warren’s ‘Friendly Star” turned up as a Garland solo in “Sum- 


mer Stock.” 


Originally titled “Candlelight,” it was written for “Yo. 


'landa and the Thief” but sliced long before the film was released. 


A new interpretation by a diskery’s artists and repertoire chief of a 


| 1924 standard has caused Mills Music to put out an entirely new and dif. 


ferent popular edition of the song. 


Jimmy Hilliard, Coral Records a & y 


head, received a copy of “I Don’t Mind Being All Alone,” a Clarence 
Gaskill- Jimmy McHugh-Irving Mills song, and decided to record it with 


the Ames Brothers. 
32-bar piece to only 16 bars. 


But Hilliard decided to change the song from a 
The Ames Bros. version caught on and 


other diskeries are cutting the song in its new 16-bar version, necessi- 


| tating the new edition by Mills. 


Spurred by the success of the 


“Dream Awhile,” 


Frank DeVol Capitol recording of 


Big Three topper Abe Olman has shifted the standard 


from Robbins to the Miller Music catalog and set it up for a plug song, 
Song, written by Jo'1ny Mercer and Phil Ohman and copyrighted by 


Robbins in 1936, wii 


*e covered by all the major diskeries. Copyright 


was assigned to Miller becafise the Robbins staff is working on a few 


tunes, while Miller has only two current plugs. 


Toronto Stem Jumping D.C. JUKEBOX SETUP. 


With Jazz Revival; 
Wrangle on Remotes 


Toronto, Oct. 3. 
Toronto’s main stem, Younge 
street, is jumping in a jazz revival 
these days that’s making it sound 


like New York’s 52d street in the 
1930's Boom of hot jazz stems 
from the reversal of local laws 


which prohibited bars and taverns. 


Greenlight for liquor sales has 
caused a stampede of bistro im- 
presarios, with competition for 


business making this town one of 
the top payoff spots on the small 
band circuit. 

Joe Marsala’s Hot Five opened 
at the Colonial Tavern Monday (2) 
while the Jones Bros. started a 
stand at the Silver Bell. Bob Bell’s 
Three Peppers, regulars at the 
Hickory House in New York dur- 
ing the “swing street” era, are at 
the Brown Derby, and Red Ingalls, 


who was formerly heading the 
Natural Seven but now working 


with the Frantic Four, is going into 
his sixth week at the Sportsman’s 
Lounge. - All are doing capacity 
business. 

The Colonial Tavern. meantime, 
is expanding again for the third 
time since it opened more than a 
year ago. A three-story restaurant 
and cabaret, it features entertain- 
ment on three levels. Bobby Hack- 
ett’s quartet will follow Marsala, 
with Red Norvo coming in after | 
Hackett. Louis Armstrong has 
also been pencilled in when the al- 
terations are completed. With 
Armstrong’s booking, the spot will 
institute a door admission charge | 
for the first time. Tavern, which | 
represents an investment of $250.- 
000 to date, is operated by Harvey | 
and Goodie Lichtenberg and Mike 
Lawrence. 

Toronto niteries are wrangling 
with the local musicians union over | 
remote broadcasts. Union local has | 
recently ruled that no broadcasts | 
of U. S. talent may be made lo- 
cally although Canadian combos 
are automatically okayed. | 

Paradoxically, however, if a U. S. 
band in Toronto is picked vp by a 
U. S. network, it usually is also! 
beamed on the Canadian network, | 
since all U. S. net shows are avail- | 
able for broadcast here. 





i 

San Antonio — Ken Harris and 
his orch, current at the Anacacho | 
Room of the St. Anthony hotel 
here, has had his engagement ex- | 
tended for another four weeks.  ' 


SWAPS HANDS FOR 1006 


Washington, Oct. 3. 

Reported price of $100,000 .was 
paid last week by Hirsh De’ La 
Viez, of D.C., and Phil Mason, of 
Irvington, N. J., for the Silent 
Sales System here. Silent Sales 
operates about 600 jukeboxes and 
their locations in Washington, plus 
a large route in Maryland. The 
deal embraces only the setup in 
Washington. 

De La Viez is a large operator 
of jukeboxes and distributor and 
Mason has been in the business for 
the past quarter century. 


Vending Machine Set 
With 50-Disk Capacity 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 

A record vending machine with 
capacity of 50 platters will be mar- 
keted by Rec-O-Mat, incorporated 
by Bill Richards, Dave Shelley and 
Lloyd Giles. Change-making mech- 
anism will permit pegging price at 
from 75c to 79c. 

Initial model will dispense 10- 
inch disks only, but may subse- 
quently be re-engineered to handle 
seven-ineh platters if the demand 
warrants. 








Signature Inks Griffin 


As Musical Director ° 


Chris Griffin, former Benny 


; Goodman and CBS trumpeter, was 


signed last week as musical direc- 
tor and recording artist of Signa- 
ture Records. 

Griffin has already cut four sides 
under his own name for immediate 
release and has conducted two’ 
sides featuring vocalists Lily Ann 
Carol, Jimmy Saunders and Delo- 


‘ries Hawkins. 








From M-G-M's Smash Musical 


“SUMMER STOCK’? 
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The RHYTHM and ROMANCE of 


LARRY FOTINE 


and His Orchestra 
featuring 


CATHY CORDOVAN JOHNNY GOODFELLOW 
Currently ROSELAND, New York 


Nov. 28 Starting ARAGON, Chicago 
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2 Infringement Suits 
Vs. Mills Music Tossed 


Out in‘N.Y; Supreme Ct. 


Mills Music won sweeping vic- 
tories in N. Y. supreme court yes- 


terday (Tues.) when Justice Isidor | 


Wasservogel tossed out two in- 
fringement suits against the pub- 
lisher. One action, brought by 
Larry Stamps, 


Plaintiffs in the other suit 
Ed Nelson and Jimmy Dupre. 
They charged Mills’ “Red Roses 
for a Blue Lady” was lifted from 
their tune, “Red Roses for My 
Blue Baby.” 

Handing down his decisions di- 
rectly from the bench after a brief 
trial, Judge Wasservogel dismissed 
the Stamps complaint “on its 


merits” and held that Nelson and. 


Dupre had failed to make a cause 
of action. Stamps, who won an 
amateur songwriting contest with 
“Said the Little Train,” charged 
that his number was pirated in 
Mills’ “Down by the Station.” He 
asked an injunction, damages and 
an accounting of the profits. 
Nelson and Dupre claimed Mills’ 
alleged infringement of ‘Blue 
Baby” represented unfair competi- 
tion and breach of contract. Pub- 
lisher, through attorney Samuel 


Jesse Buzzell, successfully argued 
that the similarity of titles in 
question was pure coincidence. 


He also won a rescinding of con- 
tract in the Stamps’ case. Agree- 
ment called for Mills to publish 
“Said the Little Train.” 


‘tions, starting Oct. 10. 


‘starting Oct. 16. After two weeks, | 


Memphis, unit swings up to the 
involved the de- 
fendant’s “Down by the Station.” | 
were | 


7 WEEKS OF LOCATIONS 
FOR SHEP FIELDS ORCH 


Shep Fields orch, now on a one- 
nighter tour through the east, 
swings into seven weeks of loca- 
Band will 
play the Syracuse hotel, Syracuse, 
week of Oct. 10, followed by two 
weeks at the Statler, Washington, 





beginning Nov. 6 at the Peabody, | 


Statler, Buffalo, for two weeks, be- 
ginning Nov. 28. 

Band is also set to play the Capi- 
tol theatre, N. Y., some time fol- 
lowing the Buffalo engagement. 
Unit cut a number of sides for 
M-G-M Records last week, and also 
appeared on DuMont’s “Cavalcade 
of Bands” last night (Tues.). 





Kassner, Brit. Publisher, 


Picks 2 More Jeff Tunes 


Ed Kassner, British publisher in 
New York on business, has picked 
up two Jefferson Music properties, 
“Vagabond Shoes” and “Momma, 
Teach Me to Do the Charleston.” 
While “Shoes” achieved a good 
deal of popularity, there was only 
one American record on “Charles- 
ton,” by Ray Anthony on Capitol. 
Nevertheless, Kassner will make it 
one of his plug tunes. 

Kassner’s firm, Kassner Music, 
Ltd., is already publishing one Jef- 
ferson tune, “American Beauty 
Rose.” 





Ivy Music Cerp. has been char- 
tered to do biz as music publishers 
in New York. Capital stock is 200 
shares, no par value. 











New Star in the 
~ Entertainment Field 


This is the new Wurlitzer Entertainment Organ. Compact 
in size but big in performance. Fast and lively in action. A 
range of more than 1000 different tonal colors. An organ 
that is “made to order” for places of public entertainment. 


Whether you want a soft musical background for the 


dinner hour, colorful accompaniment for vocal entertain- 





| country. 
| appointed sales chief, 


| (1) to 0.0. 
He'll be gone about a week before 





ers, or spirited music for the evening, this new Wurlitzer 


has the range, the ready response, and the tonal capacity 


that make it the number-one choice for the job. 


Built in the tradition of the “Mighty Wurlitzer,” here is 


an instrument with volume that ranges from musical 


whisper to dramatic full-organ chorus. And it is the lowest- 


priced standard two-manual organ you can buy. 


For complete 
information, mail the 
coupon below. 





WuRLIIZER 


World's Largest Builder of Organs and Pianos 


Under One Name 
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| | 
The Rudolph Wurlitzer Company, Dept. V 
| North Tonawanda, New York | 
Gentlemen: Please send illustrated booklet on the new 
Wurlitzer Entertainment Organ. 
| | 
| Name_ | 
| | 
| Address __ | 
| | 
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to orchestras, might never be iS representing the American Soci- 
achieved, inasmuch as ballroom ¢€ty of Composers, Authors and French Title “Bolero” 
operations continue highly com-, Publishers at dedication cere-. li eee ae 
petitive, | monies of the Stephen Foster Widely Recorded— 

Delegates complained wnetireeee, Springs, Fla., allt Program Now! 
the attitude of some maestros, | ” : . a MILLS 
pointing out a lack of enhtusiasm| Invitations to Howard and other | MUSIC, INC. 
in gearing music toward the par-| ASCAP execs was extended by | 1619 Broadway New York 19 
ticular needs of the individual Gov. Fuller Warren, but’ others | 
ballroom. Effects of video on the i unable 7 attend because of 
ballroom scene came in for more; the meeting of the society on the | : 
than a once-over-lightly treatment | Coast this week. | For Christmas 
by the owners. Over last year, the | | C-H-R-I-§-T-M-A S 
increasing expansion of television | ar. . ‘ 
has become more pressing. Con- Evans Grabs ‘Kiss & Run and 
cluded, however, was the fact that Redd Evans this week pick u 
pe the a ae gy of, publishing rights to the theme song THE MERRY 
video, the poin as no een of RKO’s upcoming Robert 
ernest dag any io pene- | Mitchum-Jane Russell starrer, “His CHRISTMAS POLKA 
ration has been noticed. /Kind of Woman.” Tune, ‘‘Kiss and ; 

Elected officers for the coming) Run,” will be published by Evans’ For the Winter Season 
year were R. E. (Doc) Chin, Fargo, | Jefferson Music. FROSTY 
Bf president; Alice McMahon, | Song has been recorded by all | 
indianapolis, vice prexy; Ken|the majors. It’s spotted in the 
Moore, Chicago, treasurer, and Vic} film and then run throughout ond THE SNOWMAN 
Sloane, Lincoln, Neb., executive; a background theme. Sam Coslow | py 
secretary. jis the writer. Be ee eee wit OTs 


Tops of the Tops 
Retail Disk Best Seller 
“Goodnight Irene” 
Retail Sheet Best Seller 
“Goodnight Irene” 
“Most Requested” Disk 
“Goodnight Irene” 
Seller on Coin Machines 
“Goodnight Irene” 


Best British Seller 
“Silver Dollar” 








LONDON RECORDS S &PS 


UP DISTRIBS OUTLETS 


London Records is stepping up 
its distrib operations to get. pin- 
point coverage in all areas of the 
Joe Delaney, 
has already 


set a deal with Oregon Record 
Sales Co. to handle London re- 
leases in that area. Additional 


deals with distrib outlets are due 
to be set shortly by Delaney in 
Cleveland and Pittsburgh. 

Revamping of the company’s 
selling setup since Delaney en- 
tered the firm five weeks ago has 
already resulted in a sharp sales 
jump for the diskery. Delaney, 
who also holds the top artists and 
repertory spot, is expected to 
overhaul the London talent roster 
also to fit the diskery’s new opera- 
tions policy. 





Eckstine-Shearing Boff 


$11,916 Take at Chi Opera 


Chicago, Oct. 3. 


Billy Eckstine-George Shearing 


!concert Sunday (1) at the Chicago 


Civic Opera House broke all con- 


|cert date grosses, at the spot at 
| the $3.71 scale. 
Event drew huge $11,916 with 


over 500 people turned away and 
about 50 customers placed on the 
stage. 





Flanagan Orch to Tee Off 
New Pennsy Ballroom 


Andy Perry, vet ballroom opera- 
tor, -is opening a new spot in 
Orwigsburg, Pa., Oct. 19, with 
Ralph Flanagan’s orch skedded to 
lead. off the parade. Perry also 
plans to take over operation of the 
ballroom in the Abraham Lincoln 
hotel, Reading, Pa., around Christ- 
mas. 

Perry planed to Texas Sunday 
his oil interests there. 


he returns to his headquarters in 
Allentown, Pa, 





CUMMINS PACTS JEAN 

Patricia Jean, in her first pro 
engagement, has 
Marlin as songstress with the Ber- 
nie Cummins orch, currently at 
the New Yorker hotel, N. Y. 

Miss Marlin left the band to be 
married. 











| Terp Ops 











‘RH’ Logging System 


Richard Himber’s new Cevelopment in logging broadcast perform- 
ances lists tunes in the survey based on four major network schedules, 
They are compiled on the basis of 1 point for sustaining instrumental, 
2 points for sustaining vocals, 3 for commercial tnstrumental, 4 for 
commercial vocal, respectively, in each of the 2? major territories, New 
York, Chicago and Coast. For example, a commercial vocal in all three 
territories counts 12. Addded to these totals ts the listener ratings of 
commercial shows. The two groups of songs are alphabetically listed. 








t—— Continued from page 41 eee 


| adopted urges each owner to send 


to NBOA's recording secretary the 
true patronage figures from each 
dance band to serve as an accurate 
guide for all members. 
practice, the operators contend, 
saw a lack of uniformity in rates, 
most often over-payment, due to 


the sometimes garish reports of 
band flacks. 
Observers contend, however, | 


that NBOA’s good intentions, i.e. 
toward doling out justified rates 


recently | 
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GAC PACTS CARPENTER 


Thelma Carpenter has been 
signed by General Artists Corp. 

Songstress was formerly with 
| Musie Corp. of America. 


Terri Stevens Quitting | 


Carle Band After Tiff 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 
| Frankie Carle’s current singer, 
_Terri Stevens, leaves the band at 
end of the current Palladium en- 
gagement as a result of a hassle 
with the batoneer. Her manager 
Jerry Purcell has been getting her 
local radio and tele shots to build 
her up. Carle didn’t object as long 
as it didn’t interfere with normal 
band activities, but he blew his 
top when she was promised as a 
free guest on the Bob McLaughlin 
KLAC-TV layout recently since 
the orch had an RCA recording 
session slated for the same time. 


Standards by 
Both Purcell and Carle evinced 
satisfaction at the decision that 


- 
Jimmy McHugh 
the band and singer part company. | 








————— 








NEW REVIVALS 


‘Exactly Like You’ 
“You’re a Sweetheart’ 
ae 








She’s been getting $110 at the Pal- | = 
ladium, $150 when the band was on | 
the road. 














America’s Next Big Ballad! 


“ALL 
MY LOVE” 





Howard Repping ASCAP 
At Foster Memorial Meet 


John Tasker Howard, composer 
and biographer of Stephen Foster, 
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On the Upbeat 


New York 


Singer 


who's bee 


opened 4 record promotion office, | Bill Green’s Monday (2) . 


wiih Toni Arden, Alan Dale, Rain- 
‘wy Records and Mogull Music as 


bow 
initial accounts... Personal man- 


ver Mike Nidorf in from Coast.,.| season at 
Bill Farrell into Club 86, N. Y.,|Shamrock Room, replacing organ- expected added factors in bringing 
' succeeds writers east. 


week of Oct. 10... Jack Smith 
nas assigned his record promotion 
to Dick Linke... . Al Morgan into 
Baltimore, 


Hippodrome theatre, 
weet of Oct ye then back to the 


\feadowbrook, Cedar Grove, N. J., 
O Q for indefinite stay ; 
\i-G-M setting up Bill Farrell aa 
George Shearing fan clubs in co- 
operation with deejays and dis- 
tribuiors. Diskery is also in a tiein 
vhich purehasers of “Sum- 
Sieck” album get free por- 
Broadway photogra- 
ple Bernie Cummins signed 
Pairicia Joan as his femme vocal- 
list . Tony Lane and the Air- 
lane Trio have been signed to 
“The Fitzgeralds,” WJZ-TV_ show, 


t 


from a 


for appearance once a week... 
Dancers Wally Wanger and Connie 
Anderson introducing Ostrow Mu- 

“The Elephant 
} ideo shortly ... Following a 
one-nighter tour. Buddy Johnson 
( goes into Savoy ballroom in 
three weeks starting 
pins Amos Milburn orch, 
ently on one-nighters in Texas, 
ns a series of theatre dates 
) ll. with a one-day stand at 
the Lyric, Lexington, Ky. 


Harlem foi 
Oct. 7 

t 

hes 

( 


Chicago 


Composer Al Goodhbart in town 
for a guest shot on Johnny Des- 
mond’s ABC-TV “Tin Pan Alley” 


siow ... Blue Barron orch to Or- 
pheum theatre, Omaha, for one 
week. Oct. 6... . College Inn at 


the Sherman hotel reopens this 
week as College Inn Porterhouse. 


Billy Eckstine to Regal thea- 
tre for one week, Oct. 27. 
Shearing quintet follows for a 
veek Nov. 17. Dick Todd is 
slated for several tele guest shots 
here next week. 
ning to settle here ... Harmoni- 
cats pegged for Casino theatre, 
loronto, Nov. 2, second return for 
group in three months. They fol- 
low at Elmwood hotel, Windsor, 


Can., Nov. 10. 


Victor Lombardo set for Desch- 
rr Wallick hotel, Columbus, 
Oct. 9 for a month. Band moves 
to Baker hotel, Dallas, Nov. 17 for 
one month Warney Ruhl to 
Muehelbach hotel, 
Oct. 18 for one month. . . Betty 
Broyles, former scribe, has moved 
Into a contract spot at GAC... 
Chuck Foster pacted for Statler 
hotel, Washington, Oct. 30 for two 
weeks, He follows at Statler 
hotel, Buffalo, Nov. 14 for two 
weeks, then moves to O. Henry 
B: ilroom, Chi, Nov. 29 for a month 
With options . . Bitl Snyder to 
Casa Loma, St. Louis, Oct. 31 for 
® week with week option... Gay 


Claridge at Casa Loma, Oct. 6 for | 


one week. Jack Fina moves in 
Oct. 24 for six days... Eddie 
Ballantine, musical conductor for 
ABC’s “The Breakfast Club,” is 
teteing local song pluggers at 
housewarming this week... 
Xavier Cugat to Chase hotel. St. 
Louis, Dec. 3 for three weeks. 
Louis Prima goes to hostelry 
Nov 3 for two weeks . .. Billy 
Bishop to Clevelander 
Cleveland, Oct. 5 for 11 weeks . 
Composer Lou Handeyman in 
OVn Visiting Bourne Music office 

. Teddy Philips band to Syra- 
cuse hotel. Syracuse, Nov. 1 for 
three weeks . . . Leeds Music Co.'s 
Archie Levington to New York on 
business . . . Joe 


Reichman in /! , 
tovn to cut album for Columbia, | °” long-play | platters. 


| 


‘fst Tony 


Rock” dance | 


- For Col; Miller to Head It 


Frank York band is set for spot | 


George | 


Warbler is plan- | 
| chief, said last week. 


Kansas City, | | 
| by three new artists signed a fort- 


'of Coral 


{Memphis for three weeks begin-. 


ning Oct. 16 and returns to Hotel 


Ralph Young inked by Schroeder in Milwaukee for a fort- 
Decea last W eek... Artie Mogull, | night Nov. 7. 
n with Mogull Music, has | orch opened week’s engagament at | 


.. Lawrence Welk 


. Bob 





Cleffers Ge East 


Continued from page 41 


ers Harry Warren, Dave Franklin 
and Mack Gordon, but these are 


temporary 
meeting in Hollywood last week, |}ness an eastward movement of re- 


visits. The ASCAP| 


Berkey band into Club Belvedere ,at which the new payoff plan was 


for indefinite stay .. . Bill Bickel’s e€xPlained, and the first dividend 
trio opened for fall and winter under the new plan scheduled to 
Laughlin’s have gone out by Monday (2), are 


Johnny 


Little, who 
Bickel combo at Pines. 


DALLAS TUNERS GET 





14% SALARY RAISE = 


Dallas, Oct. 3. 
Some 150 AFM tuners here got 


| 
| 


‘have cut into cleffing staffs, so as 


their first union-negotiated raise 
since 1944. All but one of the | 


hotels and clubs regularly employ- | 


ing musicians have agreed to the | 


14% raise, according to an an- 
nouncement made by W. J. Harris, 
longtime prez of the local union. 
He expressed confidence the mat- 
ter would be worked out with that 
elub owner sometime this week. 


| 


| 


The new raise means an average | 
weekly salary of $80 for musicians | 


who play in clubs and $90 for hotel 
musicians. About 14 clubs and 


two hotels are involved in the ne- | 


gotiations. 

The union signed a contract last 
June for Dallas Symphony Or- 
chestra musicians. They will have 
a salary range of $75 to $200 a 
week. Contracts for the Starlight 


Operetta season will not be nego- 


tiated until next spring. 


New Rhythm, Blues Dept. 





Columbia Records will build a 
rhythm and blues department that 
will consist of no more than six 
or eight artists, Mitch Miller, the 
artists and repertoire 
Miller em- 
phasized, though, that each one will 
be “a top artist.” 

Miller said that no new rhythm 
and blues a & r chief would be 
appointed, but that he would han- 
dle the task himself. Col has been 
without a rhythm and blues chief 
since Ben Seigert 
July. 


diskery’s 


| 


| 
} 


resigned last | 


First fhyvthm and blues release | 


night ago will be issued simultane- 
ously within the next two or three 
weeks. Release will consist of two 
sides each by the Ravens. the Ar- 
nett Cobb band and Herb Lance. 
Col also signed singer Wini Brown. 
Only holdovers in the diskery’s 
rhythm and blues department are 
the Five 
Saunders. 





Rogers Majestic in Can. 
To Distrib Coral Label 


Decca has inked a deal with 
Rogers Majestic Radio Corp. of 


Toronto to handle the distribution 
and Brunswick records 


‘throughout Canada. Former Cana- 


hotel, | 
.; Musicana Records. 


dian distrib of Decea’s subsid was 
Rogers Majes- 


‘tie is one of Canada’s top radio 


converging with Mitch Miller here | 


for the lacquering. 





Pittsburgh 


%, ocal musicians accompanying 
Rae, Ponsored Joe Hiller-Anton 
“tibilia unit to Alaska for tour of 
Army. Navy and Air Force bases 
«re Billy Cassilli, pianist; Emilio 


DeLeo, drummer; Mark Lane, on! 


Sax. and 
Diayer . . 
Lernie’s trio (Walter Gala at elec- 
tric organ and Alfred DiLernia on 
Fular) has replaced the Dom Tri- 
Markie threesome at William Penn 
rotel’s Continental Bar ... Jim 
Craig, former Baron Elliott sax- 
"an, has enlisted for four years 
“th Air Force band station in 
‘ashington. He's a veteran of 


Allan Shine, trumpet 


Accordionist Al Di| 


Norld War IL... Jack Fina plays | 


« one-nighter at West View Park 
lay '4).. . Before coming back 
‘0 Bill Green's in November until 
er first of year, Tommy Carlyn 
‘nd goes into Casa Loma ball- 
nin St. Louis Thursday (6) for 


*se week, plays Hotel Peabody in 


and video set manufacturers. 

Coral’s full line of standard shel- 
lac disks will be handled by Majes- 
tic, to be followed shortly by dis- 
tribution of the Brunswick catalog 
Prices for 
Coral and Brunswick will corre- 
spond to Decca records in Canada. 
Majestic is expanding its disk op- 
erations, meantime, with new de- 
partments in Toronto, Montreal 
and Winnipeg 


‘Lights’ Bidding Brisk 


Number of publishers are bid- 
ding for song called “When the 
Lights Are Low,” owned by per- 
sonal manager George Durgom 
and Metro producer Joe Paster- 
nak. Song was recorded by Vic 
Damone on Mercury, and is sched- 
uled for release this week. 

Durgom, who is in New York 





with the song. is reported asking | 
a high advance for rights to the | 
tune, and this is believed to be | 
the reason no publisher has picked | 
it up yet. It’s been cut by a num- | 


ber of other artists, including Dick 


date has been set for those disks. 


Tune was written by Al Weaker) 


and Floyd Huddleston. 





Blue Flames and Red | 


| 
| 


| 


| 


| 





Haymes on Tecca, but no release | 


Studio economy moves. which 
to force all but a few of the very 
top writers to work on a freelance 
per assignment basis, is also 





/new material 


responsible for the movement east- | 
| ward. 
/get by on film work, but others 


Some of the writers can 


have found they must place songs 
in firms other than film subsid- 
iaries. The. only place they can 
do this, it’s said, is in N. Y. 

Next few months may also wit- 


tired ASCAP writers who will be- 
new material or trying to get pub- 


Number of retired writers in N. Y. 
have been on the street pushing 
or standards, and 
once the Coast oldtimers find their 
ASCAP dividend won’t support 
them, they can be expected to come 
east too. 


Cogciaraley Acting Plant 
Mgr. for M-G-M Records 


Frank R. Cocciaraley was named 


‘acting plant manager of M-G-M 


Records this week following the 


‘death early last week of Arnold L. 
'Pipper. Latter had headed the 


“ : ; tg .| plant 
come active again, either writing’! 


operations in Bloomfield, 
New Jersey, since the diskery’s for- 


; 1 | mation in 1945. 
lishers to plug their old Songs. | 


Cocciaraley, who has been plant 
supervisor of M-G-M since 1945, 
will be in charge of operations un- 
til a permanent manager is named. 
Before joining M-G-M, he was a 


| pressing supervisor for RCA Vic- 


tor, at its Camden, N. J., plant for 
a number of years. 








A NOVELTY “NATURAL” 
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(IT'S ICKY. STICKY GOO) 
Words. and Music by Larry Clinton 
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man named Pete Who 
man named Jack 
man named Kent 
man named Marx Who 
man named Fred Who 


tried 
loved 


on so much food, He 
he fell right in And 
too far one day. No 
it was a bull. It Max 
won-dered 


Dev - 


MO-LASS - ES, Its ick-y 


dear - ly 
Who stepped up - on a 
Whose nose was ver + y 
tomilk a 
to stay in bed. 


stick-y 


loved to 

crack. 
bent. 
cow. 


cant stand on his 


er did come 
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why, They found out he was 
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Lou Levy Holding Back 
On Two Upcoming Songs 
Till Post-Xmas Season 


Lou Levy, Leeds Music presi- 
dent, is holding back on exploita- 
tion of two of his upcoming songs 
until after the beginning of the 
year. Levy, in what he thinks 
might be an idea for other publish- 
ers to lateh onto, feels there’s little 
sense in sending two regular pops 
into what will be predominantly a 
Christmas field, and an overcrowd- 


ed one at that. 

Levy has already sent out letters 
to the record firms that have re- 
corded the tunes, asking them to 
hold back on release until the end 
of the year. While the diskeries 
in this instance can proceed on 


Levy has also 
recordings 


the 


their own discretion, 
stopped setting other 
of the tune, waiting until all 
Christmas items are in. 

Two songs are “I Remember the 
Cornfields,” an English tune ac- 
quired from Arcadia Music, which 
is reported to have sold nearly 
600,000 copies in England, and ““My 
Lost Melody,” background theme 
to the upcoming Ray Milland-Gene 
Tierney Paramount starrer, “The 
Mating Season.” 





Band Reviews 








MAX MILLER QUARTET 
Apex Club, Chicago 


Penetrating what amounts to a 


dixieland stronghold in Chi, Max 
Miller nevertheless manages to 
ensuare a goodly portion of the 


more durable addicts into this spot. 


Nitery, which recently debuted 
gets play neither from the juves 
now oldsters, but rather from the 
more serious, less animated cul- 
tists. Group works out of a blues 
pattern, keeping arrangements 
clean and _6 listenable In the 


strictest sense the group is not ex- 
perimental. but occasionally, as 
with “Fantasia of the Unconscious,” 
it strays pretty far off the track. 

Milier on piano is guiding force 
behind the unit with his vigorous 
and crisp 83’ing. Youthful Denny 
Roche on trumpet, although his 
phrasing is spotty et times, never- 
theless plays hard-driving horn 
Remo Belli on drums and Frank 
Gassi on guitar round out the 
group, the latter giving the quartet 
plenty of spark with some fancy 
hand and toot cymbal work. 


Band uses standard numbers, 
“Rose Room,” “Caravan,” ‘‘Lime- 
house,”” “‘Body and Soul” and so 


on, all of which seem tailor-made 











ALL MATERIAL READY 


“NORTH POLE TOWN” 


A Real Xmas Jingle 


Records by RCA Victor 
Available in 45 and 78 RPM 


Prof. Copies and Orks 
WIRE OR WRITE TO: 


BURNETT, LTD. 


Saranac Lake, New York 
(SOLE SELLING AGENTS) 


| Jines, 

















PROGRAM THE NEW 
WEDDING STANDARD 
DOROTHY STEWART'S 


GIVE ME 
YOUR HAND 


LAUREL MUSIC CORP. 
1619 Broadway, N. Y. 19 














| 


| Arrangements run along tne same 
with Miller leading off 
straight, backed by Gassi and Belli, ' 
and Roche powering-in midway. 

Unique aspect is the full effect 
Miller gets from the quartet, partly 
by the heavy cymbal work of 
Belli and Roche's trumpet work. 
Miller, who doubles on vibraes, is 
personable on the stand, vet hoxe 
showmanship and noveity appeal 
of group are kept to a min'mum. 

Mel. 


HOWARD LE ROY ORCH (5) 
Drum Room, President hotel 


Kansas City, Mo. 

Howard LeRoy was the second 
maestro to bring a unit into the 
lotel President’s Drum Room, 
now in its 10th year, and this date 
marks his return after nearly a 
decade Difference between his 
present crew and the former outfit 
shows what a variety of combos 
can click in a deluxe dinner room 
such as this. 

In the old days the LeRoy crew 


ran more to reeds and strings and 
was somewhat larger Today 
rhythm is the thing, and LeRoy is 
going out after it with an unusual 
setup, one that might be called a 
hree-keyboard combo. He com- 
bines solovox, piano and piano-ac- 
cordion with string bass and drums, 
to make a combo strong musically 
and heavy on the rhythm side. 
LeRoy himself doubles from the 
solovox to sax to add versatility to 
the crew. 








On the vocal side, orch has a 
melodious singer in Marguerite 
Claudet. who also doubles on the 
bass. She has been with the crew 
for a number of years, is of 
French descent and flavors her vo- 
cals with a slight accent. A one- 
time musical comedy lead, there 
is little in the book which she 
can't handle neatly, and she is 
especially good on the French pops 
now in vogue. Quin, 

7” . 

Disk Jockey Review 

STARDUST TIME 
With Bob Horn 
Producer: Fred Hayward 
60 Mins.; Mon-thru-Sat., 11 p.m, 
Adam Scheidt Brewing Co. 
WFIL, Phila. 

“Stardust Time,” one of the 
strongest new entries.in the flood 
of disk shows, features Bob Horn, 
longtime name in local platter- 


spinning circles. The WFIL across- 
the-board, 1l-to-midnight waxer 
represents the radio half of what is 
reputedly the largest AM-TV con- 
tract ever inked in this region. 
Ward Wheelock agency set the deal 
for Adam Scheidt Brewing Co., a 
$500,000 billing to run over five 


years jointiy with a sports broad- | 


cast (7:15 to 7:30) on WFIL-TV. 


Bob Horn, who shifted from WIP+ 


to WFIL to take the “Stardust” 
show, supplements the recordings 
with two news spots, late sports 
results and other flashes. A jazz 
authority and a former producer 
of jazz concerts in this city, Horn 
has built up a legion of followers 
among the disk afficionados. Plat- 
ters are well chosen and disker 
doesn’t go overboard for any single 
style. Horn obviously has a wide 
acquaintance with the modern and 
progressive schools, but doesn’t 
force them on his listeners, except 
the more palatable of the crop. 
His comments on the records are 
brief and to the point. Horn’'s 
voice, in addition to its familiarity 
on the local airwaves, is distin- 
guished by its clarity, naturalness 
in delivery, as well as a lack of af- 
fectation. 

Sports results are given without 
any hyping. The emphasis is on 
music and world problems are nei- 
ther tackled, nor settled. Commer- 
cials are by transcription, with a 
few lines added for postscript ef- 
fects by Horn. Gagh. 





DUNHAM EXITS MCA 


Sonny Dunham’s orch_ exited 
Music Corp. of America last week. 
week. 


Band hasn’t aligned itself with 


any other agency yet. 
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MPA Opening Drive Vs. 
‘Bootleg’ Disking Off Air 


Music Publishers Assn.,_ rep- 
resenting the educational and long- 


hair pub firms, is currently open- 
ing a drive against “bootleg” 
recordings of broadcast music. 
Arthur A. Hauser, MPA prexy, 
told the meeting of the associa- 
tion’s directors in New York last 
week, that t.> target of the cam- 


paign will be companies who ad- 
vertise and sell disks made from 
“air check” transcriptions. 
Hauser also declared that ama- 
teurs who make homemade wire or 


disk recordings of radio programs 
are also vulnerable. He declared 
that “it’s against the law to make 
such recordings without fulfilling 
the legal responsibilities to the 
copyright owners even if the 


transcriptions are merely for home 
—and it’s all the worse if they 


use 
are offered for sale.” MPA, how- 
ever, will leave the legal action to 


the individual publishers since the 
association is not equipped to han- 
dle such actions on its own. 





Pitt Batoneer Morgan’s 
Career Halted by Army 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 3. 

Promising bandleading career of 
Jimmy Morgan, who left the Baron 
Elliott orch here several months 
ago, has been temporarily shelved 
by Uncle Sam. Morgan has been 
called up by the Army and reports 
for duty middle of October. 

Morgan organized his own outfit 
enly last spring and after a few 
one-nighters wen. on his first loca- 
tion, at the Cow Shed at Conneaut 
Lake, nearby summer resort. He 
clicked so well there that he had 
about 10 offers to choose from at 
end of the season, including four 
different night clubs and a TV sta- 
tion in Cleveland. He was still 
mulling them when the Greetings 
came. Orch will disband while Mor- 
gan’s in the service. 





Wings Music, Inc. has been char- 
tered to conduct a music publish- 
ing business in New York. Capital 
stock is 200 shares, no par value. 
Directors are Joseph M. Davis and 
Miriam Bunshoft, New York and 
Lenke Irsay, Tuckahoe. 


RAINBOW TAKING OVER Sets Booking Office 


REEL PATRIOTIC DISK 


taking its cue 
the numerous waxings be- 
ing made of “The Red We Want 
Is the Red We've Got in the Old 
Red, White and Blue,” has taken 
over the originat recording of the 
number by Reel Records. Latter 
company, recently formed by El- 
liot Lawrence as a subsid to his 
publishing firm, Elliot Music, so'd 
its first and only masters to Rain- 
bow. Included in the deal, be- 
sides the patriotic entry, was Reel’s 
disking of “The Fightin’ Phils.” 
Latter tune was originally writ- 
ten for the Philadelphia Phillies 
as a publicity stunt by Lawrence 
and Bix Reichner, while “The Red 
We Want” was penned by Reich- 
ner and Jimmy. Kennedy. Both 
tunes, recorded by the 30-piece 
Delaware County String Band of 
Pennsylvania, are copyrighted by 
Lawrence's pubbery. Odette Mu- 
sic, however, has been assigned 
sole publishing rights to the patri- 
otic number. 
As a result of the waxings, it’s 
understood Rainbow is negotiating 
a recording contract with the Dela- 
ware outfit. 


Rainbow Records, 


from 





Shaffer’s All-Girl Orch 
Set for Quebec Week 


Freddie Shaffer's all-girl 
(except for the bandleader), 
rently playing one-niters in the 
Cleveland territory, goes into 
Standish Hall, Hull, Quebec, for 
six days, beginning Monday (9) 


orch 
cur- 





Richmond Switches Tag 


Publisher Howie Richmond has 
changed the name of his new firm 
from Warwick Music to Essex Mu- 
sic. Switch was due to the existence 
of another pubbery by the name 
of Warwick. New outfit, Rich- 
r.ond’s third, was formed to plug 
his latest tune, “Molasses, Mo- 
lasses.”” Tune is ten.porarily being 
pushed by Richmond’s Cromwell 
Music. 

Both Cromwell and Essex are 
ASCAP firms, while Spencer Mu- 
sic, Richmond's other outlet, is 
BMI, 
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AVAILABLE 
3 Rooms $175. 


5¥2 Rooms 2 


255 WEST END AVE. 
New York 23. N. Y. 





APARTMENTS 


J (Parisian Murals) 
Featuring 26'2’x 26’ LIVING ROOM 
(Baths) $259 
Pickled Eng. Walnut Beams, 
24°x24" LIVING ROOM 


(2nd St.) 
TR 4-0453 
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Deddeated te Yoaunte and Rose Marte We Cormick 


“DEAR LITTLE GIR 


Words by BENE RUSSELL 


Music by PETER DE ROSE —By permission of Mrs. Mary McCormick 


Inspired by: the late Pfc. John J. McCormick’s letter from»Korea to his two little girls 
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Three Webs to Air Caesar Merc All-Out On San Antonio Symphony 
Songs During UN Week y y _— Readying 12th Season 
Three of the major radio net- ayes- armonica San Antonio, Oct. 3. 


works, CBS, NBC and ABC, plan 
to program spot airings of Irving 
Caesar’s “Songs of Friendship” 
during United Nations Week, Oct. 
17-25. Song series, which has been 
translated into 10 languages, has 
as its theme international coopera- 
tion. 

Meanwhile, U. S. High Commis- 
sioner John J. McCloy has ordered, 
through the State Dept., 700 copies 
of the series for distribution 
throughout Germany. 





Lipskin on Pitt Stint 


Jerry Lipskin, artists and reper- 
tory head of Adam Records, N. Y., 
formerly Admiral Records, left for 
Pittsburgh Saturday (30) to super- 
vis€ company’s first recording ses- 
Sion with Al Nobel, disk jock on 
radio station KOV there. Nobel, 
also a singer, was signed by the 
diskery recently. 

Lipskin is due back in N. Y. 
Friday (3). 


Working along the theory that 
combinations of top pop artists will 
pay off, Mercury Records has gone 
all out on one of its latest releases. 
Diskery teamed singer Richard 
Hayes, the Harmonicats, a large 
chorus and a studio band under 
George Bassman and pianist Dave 
LeWinter for two sides. 

Disk is “Jing-a-Ling, Jing-c- 
Ling,” a Christmas number, and 
“Can’t Seem to Laugh Anymore.” 
Hayes has been combined with 
other Mercury artists before, and 
so have the Harmonicats, but never 
together. LeWinter, who batons 
the Pump Room orch in Chicago, 
has cut several sides and an album 
with his unit, but hasn't played 
with other Mercury talent. 





Dallas — Joe Reichman and his 
crew opens an extended engage- 
ment here at the Mural Room of 


‘the Baker hotel Friday (6). Jimmy 


Joy and his band have been fea- 
tured at the spot. 


The 12th season of the San An- 
tonio Symphony Orchestra, under 
the direction of Max Reiter, will 
open here Nov. 11. The group will 
have a 20-week season with 15 
concerts. 

Among the guest artists or con- 
ductors will be Rudolph Firkusny, 
Leopold Stokowski, Eugene Or- 
mandy, Kirsten Flagstad, Boris 
Christoff, Yehudi Menuhin, Erica 


Morini, Julius Hegyi, Artur Ruben- 
stein, Clifford Curzon, Sigi Weis- 
senberg and Francis Veend. 


4 Smith Sides on Col 


Columbia Records is releasing 
four Jack Smith sides the singer 
made while in France this summer. 
Deal is strictly on a royalty basis, | 
with no longterm contract involved. | 

Smith has no recording pact. The 





singer was on the Capitol roster UP | 
‘to-a year ago. 
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Their Latest Release! 


RAINY DAY REFRAIN 


(DADIM DADOM DADIM DADOM) 


THE GLORY OF LOVE 


with GUY LOMBARDO and His Orchestra 


DECCA 27202 and 


DECCA *9-27202 
* INDICATES 45 RPM VERSION 


TOP TUNES by TOP ARTISTS 


DECCA 
27219 
*9-27219 


DECCA 
27184 
*9-27184 


DECCA 
27200 


*oO. 27290 


it 


DECCA 
27247 
*9-27247 


DECCA 
27178 
*9-27178 


DECCA 
27180 
*9-27180 


DECCA 
27244 
*9-27244 


Price 75c 


(Plus Tax) 





HARBOR LIGHTS 


BEYOND THE REEF BING CROSBY 


A STAR FOR EVERYONE IN LOVE 


I'M AFRAID TO LOVE YOU 
MILLS BROTHERS 


AIN'T 


NOBODY'S BUSINESS IF | DO 


I'LL NEVER BE FREE 


ELLA FITZGERALD and LOUIS JORDAN 


MUSIC, MAESTRO, PLEASE! 


STRANGERS 

TOMMY DORSEY and DON CHERRY 
NOLA 
LET'S DO IT AGAIN GUY LOMBARDO 


NO OTHER LOVE 


HONESTLY | LOVE YOU 


JERRY GRAY 


MLL ALWAYS LOVE YOU (Querida Mia) 
IT MAY BE ON SUNDAY 


DON CHERRY and EILEEN WILSON 


* INDICATES 45 RPM VERSION 
Single Records 75c each (plus tax) 


a) 


Cc 


¢ ( NA America’s:Fastest 
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Conventions, Series Jam N.Y. Hotels, 
Niteries Also Cashing in On Bonanza 


York are + 


Hotel rooms in New 
currently at a premium. Influx of 
conventions, World Series crowds, 
stayovers from incoming and out- 
going Furopean boats and planes 
has loaded virtually every inn in 
town. The hospices have been sold 
ott since prior to the Louis-Charles 
fizht (°7) and pressure for more 
spice is expected to be unabated 
for the rest of the week 


As result, New York night- 
spo.s have had one of the biggest 
weeks of the season. Probably the 
biggest gross in town was regis- 
tered at the Latin Quarter where 
Sophie Tucker chalked up a record- 
breaking $56,000 (less taxes Co- 
picabana, Versailles and Diamond 
Eorseshoe were the other major 
beneficiaries. 

Curiously enough, film houses 


and the Gene Autry Worid Cham- 
p onship Rodeo at Madison Square 
Garden, N. Y., didn’t reflect the 
general increase. Warm weather 
hur both the crucial baseball 
series botween the Brooklyn Dod- 
gers and the Phillies Saturday and 
Senday hit attendance at film 


ho''s badly. 

‘he Rodeo is somewhat below 
las: season. Show sagged from 
opening night (27) because of the 
Louis-Charles fight. Garden reps 


feel that cooler weather will revive 
business here. 


™he baseball classic starting to- 
dav (Wed.) in Philadelphia, will 
move into the Yankee Stadium 
Fridav (6) and bring additional 
spenders to New York. Nightclub 
ovners feel that the crowds are 
always bigger when a N. Y. team 


has an out of town opponent. Since 


Philadelphia is a comparatively 
short distance away from New 
York, the cafes expect another 
bonanza. 

Some innkeepers anticipate that 
hocels in nearby cities wil! get 
some overflow. At one point last 
year, hotels in Newark were at 
capacity because of New York’s 
overfiow. Such a condition is ex- 


pected again because of the crowds 


roming in for the Army-Michigan 
game set for the Yankee Stadium, 
Oct. 14 


FIRE RAZES CHI NITERY, 
DAMAGE SET AT 2006 


Chicago, Oct. 3. 


Fire Monday morning (2) de- 
stroved Scarlett’s, north shore 


nitery, with damages estimated at 
$200,000. Mrs. Dorothy Franco, co- 
overntor of the bistro. claims the 


five was an arson job, and au- 
thorities are investigating her 


complaint that pressure had been 
pul on Mrs. Franco to sell out. 


Suilding was erected 20 years 
ago. and was Known as the Sky- 


rocket Club before its current op- 
eration as Scartett’s. 


Hite? Tax May Huit 
Theatres, Small Cafes 
Theatre and cafe operators are 
anticipating some drop in business 
because of the new _ inereased 
schedule of withholding taxes. Op- 
erators fear that for the first few 





weeks there will be some business , 


decline in the lower’ bracketed ' 
aimusemenis. 
Amusement operators declare 


that this pattern established itself 
curing the war when the withhold- 
ing nick first went into effect. In 
a maiter of a month or so, cafe 
and theatre attendance bounced 
back. 

Gonifaces state that generally, 
th: withholding slice was a good 
thing for the amusement industry. 
In most cases, weekly impost pro- 
duced a fairly good level of busi- 
ness around March 15, deadline for 
income tax returns. 

The plush spois aren’t expected 
to be hit by the higher withholding 
tax schedule. 


Kelly Quits Fair Post 
Chicago, Oct. 3. 
Crosby Kelly. executive manager 
of the Chicago Fair of 1950, re- 
sizned last week. Board of direct- 
ors are huddling with Fair Com- 
mission. in hepes of continuing 





the Lake-front exposition next 
year. 

Fair this year dropped off in 
attendance in comparison with 
previous two seasons. Unusual 


cold weather hit the Chicago area 
during most of the season. 








| 
Buddy Clarke Halts | 
Tooting to Agent for MCA | 


Buddy Clarke, bandleader at the | 
Mt. Royal hotel, Montreal, for, 
many years, has left maestroing in | 
favor of agenting. He's joined to} 
act and band dept. of Music Corp. | 
of America’s N. Y. office He'll 
work under Johnny Dugan, head | 
of division. 

MCA expanding several de- 
partments. Edward Snowden came | 
into the concert division two 
weeks ago. 


1S 


Lou Walters Bids 


For Trec, H wood 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 
Walters. operator of the 
Latin Quarter, N. Y., is dickering 
to reopen the lons-closed Troca- 
dero on Sunset Strip and operate 
it in conjunction with the New 
York nitery. Understood he plans 
to send his New York shows here 
as a complete package. 

Deal, if consummated, 
mark Walters’ Coast bow. 
long been interested in a nitery 
operation here and surveyed the 
possibilities of reopening the Flor- | 
entine Gardens and Earl Carroll’s 
when those spots folded. The Troc- 
adero has been dark for nearly five 
years Originally the only big- 
scale nitery operation on Sunset 
Strip, the spot failed to weather 
the postwar downbeat and_ shut- 
tered. For a time Monte Proser 
was interested in reopening the 
spot but the deal failed to jell. 


Lou 


would 
He has 


AC. Niteries Hike 
Budgets to Lure 
Convention Trade 


Atlantic City, Oct. 3. 

Some 10,000 delegates and guests 
are here this week for sessions of 
the American Gas Assn., which 
opened its sessions in Convention 
hall Monday (2), and niteries have 
augumented their entertainment to 
pitch for the additional business a 








big convention always brings. 
The 500 club, which has been 
bringing in some top talent this 


year, is offering Betty Jane Bruce, 
the Miss Philadelphia of 1948, as 
the feature of its show. Floor show 
also includes a line of girls, Jackie 
Deaville. Julie and Doris, Buddy 
Wayne, and Pete Miller’s orches- 
tra. 

Other top clubs are also offering 
floor shows. Clicquot is featuring 
Janeen Eden Patino with Joe Rio 
orch; Paddock has Vice Earlson, | 
line and orchestra. Hote! grills 
also are offering shows and duanc- 
ing. 


Gaudsmiths Upheld In 
Las Vegas Cafe Mixup 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 

A booking mixup at the Desert 
Inn, Las Vegas, has resulted in 
two acts being booked for the same 
spot in that cafe’s show. Gaud- 
smith Bros. arrived here yesterday 
(Mon.) to find that as a result of a 
misunderstanding, the Wayne- 
| Marlin trio had been booked for 





|the job originally intended for 
them. It was the owners’ conten- 


tion that the Gaudsmiths were sup- 
posed to have been notified before 
‘entraining for this engagement. 
Act declares no such notification 
was received. 

| Eddie Rio, head of the American 
Guild of Variety Artists here, told 


' All 





| 
| 


| 





| 








DANNY O’DAY 


“THE MAHOGANY KID” 


Assisted b Jimmy Nelson, 
Amevica's Newest Ventriloquist 
Sensation, with his new pal, Hum- 
phrey Hligsby. 

Opening Oct. 6 
Prince George Hotel | 
Toronto, Canada | 


Mgt. LOUIS W. COHAN 
203 N. Wabash, Chicago 





Caribbean Cafes 


~ Eye Florida For 


Major Biz Hypo 


Operators of Caribbean resort 
hotels are depending upon a heavy 
influx of visitors to Florida to hypo 
business in the tropics. According 
to L. Richard redder, boniface at 
the Caribbean Hotel, St. Thomas, 
Virgin Isles, the island had a tre- 
mendous summer because of the 
fact that Miami Beach was well 
populated during that time, and it’s 
anticipated that the regular win- 
ter season will bring plenty tourist 
trade. 

Fedder is currently in New York 
buying talent for the regular sea- 
son and he expects to open up 
sometime next month with an 
American act and band policy 
Although the Virgin Islands are 
making heavy pitches for the tour- 
ists. chances for a good season will 
depend greatly upon the number 
of visitors to Florida Fedder | 
thinks that once a vacationer is in 
the area. the nearby Caribbean will 
get a large slice of these travelers. 
The Island is eurrently catering to 
the divorce trade and thus hopes to 
get additional revenue through that 
source 

Fedder ptans to use three acts in 
each show at the Caribbean hoiel. 
Busch & Peterson will book the 
talent out of New York. 


AGVA Ready to Collect 
$5-25 Levy on Employers 
For Union’s Ins. Fund 


Philadelphia, Oct. 3. 
Dick Jones, national American 
Guild of Variety Artists rep here, 





| has called a meeting of agents and 


cafe operators to explain provision 
of the union's new assessments of , 
clubs for the union’s relief insur- 
ance, sickness and welfare funds. 
Welfare legislation was adopted at | 
the AGVA convention here in June. | 
talent employers are to be- 
tabbed a weekly minimum of $5 to, 
$25 maximum, based upon talent 
payrolls. 

Jones stated that he expected no 
opposition. One large cafe, accord- 
ing to Jones, has already posted 
$875 in advance to cover 35 weeks. 
Shows will be yanked from spots 
whose owners fail to comply with 
the new legislation. 

No opposition is expected now 
as move is timed at a period when , 


| cafes are anticipating bonanza bus- | 


the Gaudsmith Bros. to report for | 
/rehearsals and for all shows as con- | 


‘tract they had signed must be hon- 
ored. 





Sloate-Dale Dissolves 
Hollywood, Oct. 3. 

After only one year of operation, 
the Sloate & Dale agency is being 
‘dissolved and the partners will go 
| their separate ways. 

Maynard Sloate is going into the 
management business, teeing his 
‘activities with Damita Jo and: 
|Claude Maxwell under his wing. 


iness because of the World Series. 





Sister Tharpe’s Agent Files 


Breach Rap Vs. Promoters 
Agent Dave Taps has field 
charges with the American Federa- 


| tion of Musicians against Peoria, 


Ill., promoters Oscar Davis and 
Lou Wagner, claiming $18,000 for 


| the loss of several concert dates 


of Sister Rosetta Tharpe. 

Taps’ claims that Wagner and 
Davis had contracted to present 
Miss Tharpe in several Coast dates 


|Dale is joining Willard Alexander | but had failed to line up any en- 


agency, 


| gagements. 


the 


See Limitation on Number of Foreign 
Acts Allowed in British Cabarets 


/-, 
oa 





Phil Silvers Set in N.Y. 
Copa After Lewis 


Phil Silvers has been signed for 
the Copacabana, N. Y., starting 
Nov. 16 as successor to incumbent 
Joe E. Lewis. Copa appearance is 
the last stop of a cafe tour start- 
ing Oct. 6 at the Chase hotel, St. 
Louis. 

Silvers has also been signed for 
the Latin Casino, Philadelphia, 
Oct. 23 and the Shamrock hotel, 
Houston, Oct. 31, for two weeks. 
He follows at the Copa for four 
weeks, with options. 


Cowan Charge 


Stirs 4A Trial 


First excitement in the’ two- 
week-old trial of the American 
Guild of Variety dissidents against 
the Associated Actors and Artistes 
of America came last week with 
testimony by Philadelphia attorney 
Arthur A. Cowan. Cowan, who 
handled AGVA affairs for a while, 
charged former national AGVA sec- 
retary Dewey Barto with institut- 
ing a conspiracy to oust the then 
national administrator Matt Shel- 
vey. 

Case is now being tried before 
Justice Felix Benvenga in the N.Y. 
supreme court. The rebel faction 
is seeking to have the 4A’s seizure 
of AGVA in 1942 declared illegal 
and have all union transactions 
since that time invalidated. 
Cowan produced a letter alleged- 
sent by Barto which declared 
that Shelvey would be out before 
long. Cowan also testified that at 
a luncheon. with Barto and Jonas 
T. Silverstone, co-counsel with Mor- 
timer S. Rosenthal of the union, 
Barto refused to discuss the letter. 

At least two more weeks of court 
moves are expected before all the 
testimony will be in. 


N.Y. State Fair Asks Aid 
Of Clergy on Next Yr.’s 
Talent, After Beefs 


Syracuse. Oct. 3. 

Officials of the N. Y. State Fair 
are issuing invitations to religious 
and civie groups to help select tal- 
ent for next year’s display. Invita-. 
tion followed protests by two Cath- 
olic organizations that shows had 
violated “decency and human dig- 
nity.” 
Beefs from the state chaplain of 





ly 


Catholic Central Verein and 
the National Catholic Women’s 


Union were the first protesis ever 
received by fair execs. 

Fair Director Harold’ L. Creal 
subsequentty issued the invitations 
2s a move to forestall any com- 
plaints on the 1951 display. 


AGVA Suspends Acrobat 
For Ignoring Pickets 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 
Six-month suspension was meted 
out by American Guild of Varicty 
Artists to acrobat Kay Letta for ig- 
noring a picket line and a union 





‘ban on the Tulare County Fair. 


Brotherhood of 
Workers was picketing 


International 
Electrical 


‘the Fair for failure to use union 


maintenance and electrical workers 
and AGVA lent its support to the 
picket line. Miss Letta played a 
three-day date at the Fair. 





Formby-‘Varieties’ $52,400 
In 2d Wk. Toronto Run 


Toronto, Oct. 3. 
On his fortnight’s engagement, 


,George Formby and his “London 


Music Hall Varieties” grossed a 
smash $52,400 at the Royal Alex- 
andra here for a virtual two wecks’ 
sellout, with 1,525-seater scaled at 
$3.50 top. 

Lancashire comic now embarks 
on a four-weeks’ tour to the Coast 
of Canadian one-nighters, with ad- 


London, Oct. 3. 

Limitation on the number of for- 
eign acts that will be permitted to 
play in British carbarets is a likely 
outcome of talks opened last Fri- 
day (29) between the joint stand- 
ing committee of the Variety Art- 
ists’ Federation and Managers and 
Agents with the Hotel and Restaur- 
ant Proprietors Assn. Meeting fol- 
lowed months of preparatory work 
by the VAF which included quiz- 
zing all London night spot manag- 
ers, who were asked to give details 
of bookings during past months. 

Since the inquiry began. West 
End cafe men have indicated 
strong objection to the introduction 
of a auota Fierce competition. 
coupled with the need of attracting 
the dollar tourists is, they arzue, 
a justification for giving them a 
free hand. They claim they are 
not anti-British in outlook, and 
point to the fact that they all em- 
ploy all-British orchs, If a quota 
was insisted uvon, the cafe men 
may plead for the personnel of the 


orchestras to be taken into ac- 
count. 

It is common knowledge in the 
trade that British vauder- are seek- 


ing slightly more favorable terms 
than they have negotiated with the 
West End vaude houses. At the 
Palladium and the London Casino, 
the 50-50 quota operates. The Brit- 
ish vauders, however, are prepared 
to settle on similar terms if the 
cafe men can be persuaded to 
agree. 

The demand for a quota followed 
the growing number of cabaret en- 
gagements for American artists. 
Currently in London, at least three 
Broadway names have solo spots. 
Rose Murphy is doubling the Col- 
ony and Astor, Martha Wright fills 
the bill at the Bagatelle and Kiy 
Thompson is the attraction at the 
Cafe de Paris. 


SONJA HENIE’S NEW ICER 
SET FOR MPLS. RUN 


Indianapolis. Oct. 3. 





Sonja Henie’s 1951 “Hellywood 
Ice Revue” will open run of 20 
performances at Coliseum here 


Tuesday, Nov. 21. Show will play 
every night through Dec. 12 with 
exceptions of Mondays Nov. 27 and 
Dec. 4. 

Miss Henie will have Freddie 
Trenkler for comedy support again 
this year, with addition of the 
Three Bruises. Mail orders were 
accumulating at Coliseum ticket 
office even before announcement 
was made, he said. 





La Martinique, H-M 
Set for Reopenings 


Two N. Y. niteries are slated to 
reopen within the next few weeks. 
Dario, who operated La Martinique 
for many years, has. recaptured the 
lease of the cafe and plans to 
preem spot in three weeks. H<’'s 
partnered with Lou Olman, broth- 
er of theatrical attorney Chauncey 
Olman and bandleader Val Olman. 

Plans call for a Latin band plus 
acts. 

Tom Ball, operator of the China 


/ Doll, N. Y., had been attempting 


to get the spot, but apparently had 


to- give up because of Dario’s 
priovity on the lease. 
Other spot slated to reopen is 


the Havana-Madrid which has set 
a June Taylor line and orch headed 


by singer Jerry Cooper. Rest of 
the talent is still to be booked. 
It’s planned to preem this cafe 
ct. id. 





More Shows For Albany 


Albany, Oct. 3. 

Renaissance of Albany night 
clubs, sparked by Herman Hol- 
pern’s name policy at his new 400 
Casino, further developed Friday 
(29) when Herbert's, near the Mad- 
ison theatre, set a floor show in 
the Marine Room. 

Initiai bill has Tom Patricola 
and Doity, Randy Karen, Barrett, 
Smith & La Salle, Patricka Kings- 
ley, Three Knights of Rhythm and 
Artie Stulmaker’s orchestra. 

The Schine-owned Ten Eyck 
hotel is preparing a new policy for 
the Empire Room, which is to’ be 
reopened and the Rose Lounge 
closed. An instrumental trio and 
other entertainment will be pre- 
sented. , 





‘Holiday,’ 32146, Denver 
Denver Oct. 3. 
__ “Holiday on Ice” did a frir £7?» 
500 at the 4.977-seat city audi- 


: , torium, with a $2.75 top in eight 
‘vance sale heavy in most spots. } 


shows, 
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Dear Mme. La Tuck 


We are le t 
pliment Ooh La La Lewis. 


4 


4 
We are all 


an 


you are not jam 


speak of yourselves, 


I, Ooh La La Lewis, 
not say I am now again b 


York, with M. Austine M 


Mes Cheries, you are b 


magnifiques. 








Field and Turf Club 


Long Island, N. Y. 


er and Mlle. La La Hildy: 
rio of friends and yo 


artistes of the bistros, 


pons (hams, 
you just make compl 


am not jambon ( 


I kiss your hands, m 


Imont Park 


October 2nd, 1950 


u write letters to com- 


but you are Ladies — 


n'est-ce-pas? ) You do not 


iments. 











ham) either, I do 


ig success at the Copa in New 


acque sur le piano. 


elles, you are jolies, you are 


esdaames ! 


Goh La La Lewis 
: ‘ 


(The Red Hot Papa) 
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Night Club Reviews 


Persian Room. N. ¥. 
(HOTEL PLAZA) 

Jane Froman, Mary Raye & 
Naldi, Dick LaSalle’s Orch, Mark 
Monte’s Continentals; $2 cover 
after 9:30, $2.50 Saturdays. 


Time and circumstances have 
not dimmed Jane Froman’s flair 
for the exciting, the spectacular, 
the ability to entertain. It is no 
more than fitting that a performer 
of Miss Froman’s amplitude be the 
Room 


one to reopen the Persian 

under its current circumstances. 
With its complete refurbishment 
and lighting, the Hotel Plaza’s 
new room is now exciting from 
every vantage point, and Miss Fro- 
man is an equally exciting per- 
former to watch, and listen to 
under’ such favorable circum- 


stances 

Miss Froman still has one of the 
great voices of the popular idiom, 
let alone the showmanship with 
which to sell that voice. And if it’s 
at all possible, perhaps the voice 
is greater tha: ever. Her taste 
in gowning has long been one ol 
her credits. Add to this that 
strong, dark beauty that pitiless 
circumstances have spared. 

She does around 40 minutes, 
and it’s of comparative unlmpor- 
tance what she sings. For the more 
captious, perhaps, there are a cou- 
ple of numbers that could be de- 
leted, but by and large, Miss Fro- 
man holds an audience all the way. 
And at the end she walks off leav- 
ing them clamoring for more. 


She runs the gamut from an 
opening rhythm number into bal- 




















lads, musicomedy, novelties, and 
‘ 
PATRICE JAN 


HELENE and HOWARD 


MILTON BERLE’S 
T.V. SHOW 








‘the like. There are several stand- 
ards. and some new songs, too, all 
neatly arranged and properly 
paced. “Got You Under My Skin. 
“Millionaires Don’t Whistle, ~s 
Wanna Be Loved” are still part of 
her routining, and she could hardly 

‘set away without doing them. 
“Waltz Alone,” written especially 
for her date here, is an especially 
clicko slow-tempo number that 
may well be heard from. Her 
closers are a medley from the up- 
coming Irving Berlin musical, 
“Call Me Madam.” 

Neatly complementing Miss Fro- 
man is the ballroom team of Mary 
Raye and Naldi, with their alwavs- 


spectacular dancing. Naldi’s lifts 
are still a delight to watch, and 
the ease of their gliding still gar- 
ners top attertion. They, too, had 
trouble vetting away : 
Joel Herron is at the plano 


conducting for Miss Froman. Dick 
LaSalle’s band does a neat job 
handling the straight dancing. and 
Mark Monte is tiptop for the Latin 
terps. 

There are some marked changes 
in the room's decor, as designed 
by Henry Dreyfuss, with the new 
built-in ceiling lighting being a 
sharp improvement over the for- 
mer svstem. The bandstand has 
been shifted to one side, which 
creates better viewing for custom- 
ers. And the room's dominance of 
emerald-green and white is cer- 
tainly easy on the eyes. Kahn. 


Amato’s Portland. Ore. 
Portland, Ore., Sept. 28 
Cooper Sisters (2), Tommy 
Trent, Johnny Gallucci, Dick Reed 
Orch (5), with Billy Michael; no 
minimum: cover 75c., $1.50 week- 
ends. 


Amato’s has come up. with a 
strong show to open the fall sea- 
son. Blanche and Audrey Cooper 
open with a ditty about the 
Cooper family and then go into a 
round of oldies. Chirping and 
harmony are sock. After song 
session they head right into their 
comedy routine, highlighter by 
slick impression of Spike Jones 
doing “Cocktails for Two,” “Chloe 
and “A Good Man Is Hard To 
Find.”’ 

Johnny Gallucci 
with impressions 
for nice returns. 


show 
bands 
Feve. 


tees off 


of name 
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TYRELL and WINSLOW 


"A Refreshing Touch of Satire" 






~ HELD OVER AT CHEZ PAREE, CHI! 
Headlining October 3rd at 


SHAMROCK, Houston!! 


...EL RANCHO VEGAS, OCT. 25!!! 
... BEVERLY CLUB, New Orleans 


DICK 
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Chez Paree, Chi 
Chicago, Aug. 18. 

Jackie Miles, Alice Tyrrell & 
Dick Winslow, Chandra Kaly Dan- 
cers (4), Doran & France, Stan 
Gower, Dorothy Dorben Dancers 
12), Cee Davidson Orch (0), 
Chico Band (5); Minimum, $3.50; 
cover $1. 





Headliners in their own right 
are comedy singers Alice Tyrrell 
and Dick Winslow. Miss Tyrrell, 
a lush blond who makes appear- 
ance in striking blue gown, and 
partner, Winslow, accompanying 
on piano, deliver parodies of pop 
numbers to ripe returns. Pair do 
hilarious takeoff on “Baby, It’s 
Cold Outside.’’ Warbling straight 
on first chorus, pair simulate drunk 
act, with each succeeding chorus 
finding team seemingly more 
ebriated. Added parody of 
Things In Life Are Free’ 
songstress taking regular 
with Winslow chiming in 
parody spouting opposite 
Thrush also imitates Judy 
land, Deanna Durbin and _ Lily 
Pons, mixing in some good com- 
edy, which shows off excellent 
soprano and some _ on-the-button 
mimicking. 


logic. 
Gar- 


GRAS, (950 !1!! 





— Direction: 





LOU IRWIN — 


| Wedgwood Room. 


| 








N. ¥. | 
(HOTEL WALDORF-ASTORIA) | 
Kitty Kallen, Roger Price, Emil 

Coleman Orch, Mischa Borr Orch; 

couvert $1, $2.50. 


The Waldorf-Astoria’s Wedg- 
wood Room at its seasonal reopen- 
ing (2) indicates that this staid 
hostel has assumed a forward view- 
point in the buying of talent for 
this room. Merriel Abbott in 
charge of bookings for the Hilton 
Chain has apparently been casting 
around for some fresh talents for 
this spot and has come up with 
a pair of performers new to this 
hotel, but who have made their 
mark in competitive situations. 

With the transfer of the inn’s 
nitery activities from the Starlight 
Rvof, Miss Abbott has set two per- 
formers of charm. Kitty Kallen, no 
stranger to the eastsideries via her 
stints at the Versailles and the 
St. Regis’ Maisonette, performs as 
though “ooms of this calibre are in 
her natural stride. Roger Price, 
last seen in New York in “Tickets, 
Please,” and in several stints at 
the Blue Angel, displays unusual 
comedic angles for the carriage 
trade. 

Miss Kallen is a_ personable 
and charming singer, who after a 
rough start, gains dgsirable_ re- 
sults from the clientele. She _ be- 
gins radiating with her second 
tune, an infrequently heard ballad, 
“Porgy,” and follows with a nov- 
elty kick to excite the patronage. 
Miss Kallen wraps up the crowd 
for sure with satiric lament of a 
would-be singer, “I Wish I Had a 
Daddy in the White House,” and 
holds them with “Gloccamora.” 
Impressions of top femme singers 
esgaying “No Biz Like Show Biz 
also are applause getters, while 
“Honey Bun” and “Ukulele Lady” | 
cive her a boff sendoff. 

Price is one of the more prom- 
ising humorists. He assumes a 
naive mien and has an eager- 
beaver delivery which charms the 
crowd. His offerings are literate. 
Price, at one time a writer for Bob 
Hope, apparentiy deserted that 
field in order to attemnt his dif- 
ferent style of comedics. Price, 
when not discoursing on theories 
of human behawiorisms does lec- 
tures illustratec on a drawing pad. 
The construction of the Wedzwood 





Room isn’t ideal for these chalk- 
talks. since the crowds are at his 
side instead of in front of him. 


However, this was no handicap in 
attaining maximum results. Efforts 
were worthy of the encore. 

Emil Coleman is back at his ac- 
customed stand. doing a yeoman 
iob in showbacking and filling the 
dance floor. 

One of the more delightful at- 
tributes at the Waldorf-Astoria is 
the surefire relief by Mischa Borr. 


This maestro periodically intro- 
duces old dances which provide 
fun for participants and amuse- 


ment for those not familiar with 
the ancient terp forms. Of course, 
the Latin music from the crew 
offers the usual high level of ex- 
citement. Jose. 


Chez Carrere, Paris 
Paris, Sept. 24. 
Darvas & Julia, Nitza Codolban, 
Mad Marconi, Marcel Lodi Orch 
with Marie Rose, Leo 
Band with Marilyn Gerson 
Matteo: no cover. 


& 


Chez Carrere is avout the most 
intimate and probably the most ex- 
clusive spot in Paris. This means 
that ‘acts playing there have to be 
accepted by an audience. that is 
both blase and somewhat snobbish, 
besides having to contend with a 
stage the size of a soapbox and at 
best a miniature dancefloor. 

Getting Darvas and Julia, dou- 
bling from Bal Tabarin, to do their 
acro-dancing on such a small stage 
seemed a problem, but clicks with 
the ritzy patronage. 

The act was booked in hurriedly 
and with only one rehearsal man- 
aged to adjust its routines to the 
room. While in Tabarin the girl's 
leaping splits are done from higher 
stands, here she does them from 
shoulders of partner. However, 
they prove almost equally effec- 
tive to win a rousing hand. 

Nitza Codolban, Rumanian cym- 
balist, plays his instrument to good 
effect and is a sure vaude bet. Mad 
Marconi contribs classical ballet 
dancing for nice response. 


Both Lodi and Chadiac combos | 


are good, and dansapation is pro- 
vided while Marie Rose, Marilyn 
Gerson and Matteo handle war- 
bling chores suitably. Maxi. 





Savoy Hotei. London 
London. Sept. 26. 
Rolly Rolls, Carroll Gibbons’ 
Orch, Roberto Inglez’s+ Rumba 
Band; minimum $3.50. 


Since the resumption of cabaret 
at the Savoy in the last few 
months, many of the acts selected 
have been well established in the 
vaude field in London and the 
provinces. The Arnaut Bros., Vic 


| best ingredients of his act which 


| please 


Hyde, and now Rolly Rolls are all 
best known to British audiences 
through their various vaude stints. 

A slight departure on this occa- | 
sion gives Rolly Rolls solo billing, | 
and the 40 minutes or so allocated | 
for entertainment gives him wide! 
scope to demonstrate his fascinat- | 
ing prowess on the piano. He is| 
a master of timing and can get as |} 
much rhythm out of a pocket sized | 
concertina, as he does from the! 
piano. 

This solo show contains all the | 


has been popular over the years, 
plus a number of new items. At 
all times, there -prevails the art- 
ist’s keen sense of humor, subtle 
as well as obvious, sharp as well 
as boisterous. As opener, he starts 
off with a straight rendition of 
the British hit parade number, 
“Dream of Olwen.” He then goes 
into a jazz version of Chopin, and 
a session of how “Hallelujah” 
might have been done by Mozart 
or Debussy. In nostalgic vein, 
“Tea for Two”-vis a popular item, 
and his intoxication number, as 
well as “Souvenir of Paris,” are 
pleasing novelties. His impressions 
of various types of pianists, from 


the boy genius to the first-time 
concert artists, are loaded with 
humor. 


Another fetching novelty is his 
fairy tale, illustrated with music. 
While it appeared to misfire with 
the Savoy customers, it might well 
prove to be a big click with a less 
conventional type of audience. 

Although doing only moderate 
business when the show was 
caught, Savoy impresario Carroll 
Gibbons has taken up the Roilvy 
Rolls option and extended the | 
evie’nal booking from two to four 
weeks, Myro. 





Latin Quarter, Mont’! 


Montreal, Sept. 30. 
Leo Fuld, Abby Lee, Bob Har- 





vey, Jack Styka Orch, Julita & 
Caballeros (4); $1 minimum. 
Since refurbishing about five! 


years ago, the Latin Quarter has 
passed from one owner to another 
and failed to click until the cur- 
rent management upped the budg- 
et and took a chance on singer Leo 
Fuid. The gamble is paying off 
and this once barren boite has the 
rope up every night with Fuld 
Whamming over his particular 
song-styling in socko fashion. 
Fuld is no stranger to Montreal. 
having done a couple of minor 
shots around town in_ previous 
years, but this is his first local ap- 
pearance since returning from a 
clicko European stint and person- 
able guy registers all the Way. 
He mixes English, French and 
Yiddish tunes with ease and draws 


, heaviest plaudits for his interp of 


“Where Can I Gu?" which he: 
picked up in Evrope, recorded for 
London records and has practically 
become his theme song. Fuld teams 
up with Bob Harvey, local platter 
spinner, for a comic interlude 
which scores and gives Fuld a 


_breather before going into his en- 
' core 


session. His impresh set of 
Josephine Baker, Frankie Laine 
and Chevalier doing “Two Loves” 
is only fair, adding nothing to the 


‘general routining. 
Chadiac , 


Lee holds over 
from last show and continues to 
with her energetic tunes. 
Best in collection are her Calvpso 
sets with enough indigo and ‘hip- 
twisting to satisfy payees. The Jack 
Styka orch backs Fuld session 
neatly and alternates with a new 
rhumba combo, Julita and her 
Caballeros, for dansaption. Newt. 


Chirper Abby 


|} ous mitt action at each intro. 


| revue fare 


Latin Quarter, Boston 
Boston, Sept. 30. 
Mitls Bros. (5), Jane Dulo, 
George Prentice, Arden-Fletcher 
Girls (8) with Martin Yorke, Dave 
Lester Orch (8), Don Rico Quar. 
tet; minimum $4, 





The perennial faves, the Mills 
Bros., are the current lure at this 
nitery and, as usual with them, 
are grabbing nifty results. Lads 


' seldom deviate from their standard 


practice of purveying songs long 
associated with them which is ap- 
parently okay with the customers, 
for they break out with spontane- 
Ale 
ways solid showmen, boys run 
through half a dozen arrangements 
that included, “Paper Doll,” “Lazy 
River,” “You Always Hurt the One 
You Love” and their instrumental 
trademark, “Basin Street Blues.” 

Jane Dulo, in a repeat here, sells 
neatly with a group of nitery flav- 
ored ditties winding with “You'd 
Better Go Now” in Brooklynese, 
Bit of biz hoking the lady wrestler 
trend, gets okay yocks. George 
Prentice manipulating his “Punch 
and Judy” characters injected a 
rough and_ tumble slapstick bit 
that clicked fairly well at show 
caught. 

Arden-Fletcher Girls aided by 
baritone Martin Yorke _— swirl 
through a couple of routines with 
Dave Lester’s orch supplying back- 
grounds. Don Rico Quartet alter- 
nates with Lester band for dansa- 
pation. Biz good. Elie. 


Garden Terrace. Philly 
(BEN FRANKLIN HOTEL) 
Philadelphia, Sept. 27. 
“Fantasy on Ice,” with Joan Wale 


den, Nadine Jackson, Stan Billi- 
veau, Harry Barton, John Melen- 
|dez, Earl Denny’s Orch (8); 
minimum, $1.50, $2.50. 

The Benjamin Franklin hotel 
which had been playing straight 


in its Garden Terrace 

Room, since first of year returned 

to ice revues last week, with the 
(Continued on pase 54) 














COMEDY MATERIAL 


For All Branches of Theatricals 


“ason’s FUN-MAASTER 


GLASON’S 

‘THE ORIGINAL SHOW BIZ GAG FILE” 

@ Nos. 1 thru 35 @ $1.00 each © 
(Sold in Sequence Only) 

SPECIAL—FIRST 13 FILES FOR $10 

BIG SPECIAL—ALL 35 FILES FOR 
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—all 3 diff. Books for $20— 
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Wally Overman 
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Blanquita theatre, Havana, Cuba 
Oct. 2—Oct. 15 
Thanks, 
Harry Smith-Herb Marks Agency 
Mst,—_MATTY ROSEN, New York 
SAM ROBERTS—Chicago 
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EXPERIENCED, CONSCIENTIOUS, PER. 
SONABLE, HARD WORKER SEEKS POSI- 
TION AS ASSISTANT IN AGENCY, OR 
AIDE TO PRODUCER, DIRECTOR, ETC. 
SINGLE, 30. Call NAvarre 8-9764, 
mornings, 10 to 12 noon. 




















“OSCAR” Says: 






“OSCAR” 
THE 
MAGIC 

PIANO =“ 


Bill Snyder, "OSCAR" and His Orchestra 
Currently: EDGEWATER BEACH HOTEL, Chicago 


"| made a big mistake team- 
ing up with Bill Snyder, 
lately I've been made to 
pay and pay and pay! Won- 
der what cleffed cunning 
he's dreamed up for me 
next..." 




















MAXINE SULLIVA 


America’s Foremost Song Stylist 
Currently 


LA COMMEDIA 


5? West 52nd Street, New York 


(indefinitely) 


APOLLO RECORDS 
Direction: JOE MARSOLAIS, 1697 Broadway, New York City 
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— LEW and LESLIE GRADE — 


ARE HAPPY TO HAVE BEEN OF SERVICE TO THE FOLLOWING ARTISTES WHOM 


THEY HAD THE PLEASURE OF BOOKING IN ENGLAND AND THE CONTINENT 
FOR 1950. 


OUR SINCERE THANKS TO THE VARIOUS AMERICAN AGENCIES FOR THEIR 
SPLENDID COOPERATION IN CONNECTION WITH THESE BOOKINGS. 








JACK BENNY ABBOTT & COSTELLO 

ALLAN JONES - DOROTHY LAMOUR 

PHIL HARRIS LENA HORNE 

BENNY GOODMAN PEGGY RYAN & RAY McDONALD 
MISCHA AUER HARVEY STONE 

MERRY MACS LARRY ADLER & PAUL DRAPER 
BERNARD BROTHERS MACK TRIPLETS 

DELTA RHYTHM BOYS NAT KING COLE & THE TRIO 
WILL MAHONEY ROCHESTER 

ROSS & La PIERRE GEORGE PRENTICE 

GENE MARVEY VIRGINIA LEE 

LEO De LYON MERRIEL ABBOTT DANCERS 
COSTELLO TWINS FRANCIS JERRY GREY 

JULIE WILSON BELITA 

THE DEBONAIRS FRANK COOK 

SONNY KING TOM & JERRY 

JONATHAN LUCAS DAVID LOBER 

MARILYN NOWELL PETERS SISTERS 

SHIRLEY, SHARON & WANDA JOAN HYLDOFT 

“TOUCH AND GO” Production COUNT LEROY 


An Acknowledgement to My Friend EDWARD SHERMAN for His Valued Cooperation 


LEW and LESLIE GRADE Ltd. Inc. 


VICE-PRESIDENT IN CHARGE:-FDDIE ELKORT 


250 WEST 57TH STREET, NEW YORK 19 


CABLES: LEWGRADAGE NEW YORK ' TELEPHONE: JUDSON 6-4190 





LEW AND LESLIE GRADE LIMITED 


REGENT HOUSE, 235-241 REGENT ST., LONDON, W.L. 


CABLES: GRADAGE LONDON TELEPHONE: REGENT 5821-2-3, 5592-3 
PARIS © AMSTERDAM ® STOCKHOLM ® COPENHAGEN ® MILAN © AUSTRALIA © NEW ZEALAND © ZURICH 
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Garden Terrace. Philly 
hotel staging its own rink show for 
first time. Room has had various 
producers putting on skating di- 
vertissements for the past eight 
years and management thought the 
ice had run dry. Room was 5soO 
identified with rink, however, that 
straight floor shows faltered badly. 


General Manager Joseph — 
is in charge of production for the 
hotel and his opener is colorful 
and fast entertainment. Mears has 
been fortunate in getting Marie 
McClennehan, wife of one of his 
assistant managers, to work up 
show Onls 19-years-old, Miss 
{cClennehan has had 10 years oi 
skating experience, principally with 
*ice-Capades” ind the nadian 
show ‘Ice-Cycles.” She has re- 
cruited her cast from the Center 
theatre and the big travelling rink 
revues. Although she has engaged 
expert skaters, Miss McClennehan 
is aware that the average rings sidet 
wouldn't know a “Russian split” 
from a “six-spin” and has concen- 


trated on achieving effects largely 
through color and movement. 

The show tabbed “Fantasy on 
Ice” opens with line of four gals in 
low-hipline dresses of early ‘20s, 
skating to a Charleston theme, 
which is followed by an adagio 
number from Nadine Jackson and 
Stan Billiveau, Joan Walden, who 
easily rates her star billing, solos 
1eatly to the strains of “Summer- 
time” and slips into a trio with 
Harry Barton and John Melendez. 
The Gershwin theme is continued 
with “Rhapsody in Blue,” skated 
by the line and spotting Miss Wal- 
den again, as well as Jackson and 
Billiveau, in solo acrobatic turns. 
For the finale there is another pro- 
duction “American in Paris,” with 
the girls and the five principals all 
taking part. The show is tied up by 











_— ——— 


RUBY RING 


THE UTMOST IN 
ACROBATIC DANCING 
Currently in the 
NORTHWEST 
Thanks to JOE DANIELS 


Direction: 
EDDIE SMITH AGENCY 
1560 B’way, New York City 


JUdson 6-3345 























Personal Representative 
3 HESS MAYER 
#1560 Broadway, N.Y ,N 
Plaza’ 7-5970 





Taylor Trio. 


‘of Morris Chalfen, Emery 
‘and George 
been touring Italy for the last 10 Minneapolis, 


Night Club Reviews 


Continued from page 52 & 





a 





a vocalist, who acts as emcee and 
does a recitation spot during 
‘American in Paris.” Production 
went on without benefit of the vo- 
calist at performance caught. Earl 
Denny’s band, a fixture at the Ben 
Franklin, sagan backs up the 
show. Gagh, 





Oval Room. Boston 
(COPLEY PLAZA HOTEL) 


Boston, Sept. 30 

Connie Haines wit) James Ly 

s, Stan Freeman, Ranny yi ‘ i s 
Orc 10), Bob Taylor Trio; 
$2 cover 

No doubt fearful that Connie 
llaines has not received a strong 
enough build up in this area to be 
a sock draw here, Arki-Yavenson 
added Stan Freeman to the bill re- 


sulting in a topnotch combination 
that should hold up strongly dur- 
ing the two-week stint. 

The pint-sized Miss Haines dis- 
plays solid stage knowhow which 
combined with nifty vocalizing adds 
up to a neat session with reaction 
strong throughout. She opens 25 
minute stint with ‘‘Feel a Song 
Coming On” segueing into “Object 
of My Affection” and “S’Wonder- 
ful,” doing a neat job on each. Em- 
ploying both English and French 
lyrics of “La Vie en Rose” 
follows with her last season disk 
hit, ‘“‘How It Lies’ for a fast change 
of pace. Discarding the mike, 
singer gives out with tasty “Over 
the Rainbow,” winding stint with 
“Anything But Love” and her pic 
hit song, “Choo-Choo to Idaho.” 
Response was solid with vocalist re- 


ceiving tremendous piano back- 
ing by her accompanist, James 
Lyons. 


Stan Freeman, a talented pianist | 
known mostly tor his radio and TV 
work, making his cafe debut here- | 


abouts, displays some terrific ’8Bing | Beachcomber, 


coupled with a sock sense of hu- 
mor adding up to an entertaining 
25 minute stint. Guy kicks around 
a couple of standards before 
launching into an impresh of va- 
rious types of singers auditioning 


thrush | 


Proser, Cugat Partnered 
In New Miami Nitery 


Monte Proser and _ bandleader 
Xavier Cugat are partnering in a 
'Miami Beach nitery to be called 
Casa Cugat. Spot, located 
new building across from 
Roney Plaza hotel, is expected to 
open in time for the winter sea- 
son with name acts and lavish pro- 


ductions. 


;ers of the building 
' interest. 


New venture is reported to be a 
| three-way operation, with the own- 
also having an 
New will have a 
tropical decor. 


spot 





‘Ice-Capades’ Boff 285G 
In 19 at Pitt Gardens 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 3. 

“Ice Capades” up most 
successful engagement here in 
long time at The Gardens last 
week, grossing around $285,000 in 
19 performances. That was more 
than rink extravaganza did a year 
ago in 26 shows when it got only 
$279,000. However. industrial con- 


; 
wound 


ditions then when number of 
strike threats hung over town, 
were considerably worse. 


Even so, shortening of engage- 
ment for 195C run was a big factor 
in concentrating business. “Ice 
Capades” opened virtually to ca- 
pacity and after rave reviews 
came out went to SRO and re- 
mained that way right down the 
stretch. In previous seasons trade 
Was usually ‘way off at tag end 
of stay. 





Vaude, Cafe Dates 


New York 


Harold Minsky will play 
Miami Beach 

at the Dest Inn, Las Vegas, 
14 prior to his Florida preem 
Betty Harris replaced Shaye Cogan 
as production singer at the Copa- 
cabana, N. Y : Hazel Scott fol- 
lows her Oct. 23 Ciro’s, Hollywood, 











his 
show 
Nov. 


for “South Pacific.” Handling | date with a stand at the Earle, 
“Happy Talk” as a folk sing- Philadelphia, Nov. 17. . . Stardust 
er would, “Wonderful Guy” in Room of the Hotel St. George, 
the Gilbert-Sullivan manner and, Brooklyn, reopens Saturday (7) 
“Younger Than Springtime” also §: . Rainbow Room, N. Y., reopen- 
hillbilly, stunt gets neat yocks. His !™8 as a cocktail lounge Tues. (10) 
longhair background shows’ up - . Billy Daniels, Pupi Campo 
plenty with solid playing of “War- Oreh » into the N. Y. Capitol, 
saw Concerto” prefaced by the re- Nov. 2. 

mark that it was from a picture 

that did so poorly “even the audi- ° 

ence lost A sete, 8 Begs off with | Chicago 


vocal impreshes of Burl Ives, Jean 
Sablon and Morton Downey giving 


out with singing commercial 
jingles. 
Ranny Weeks orch provides 


musical background and spits cus- 
tomer dancing chores with the Bob 
Elie, 


‘Holiday’ Due in USS. 


Milan, Sept. 26. 
The “Holiday on Ice, 1950" show 





D. Tyson, which has 


weeks, has left Milan for Paris, 
prior to leaving for the U. S. on 
Oct. 10. 
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Selma Marlowe takes over 
duction of Casino shows Oct.6... 
Maxellos join the Ritz Bros. 
at the Chez Paree, Oct. 6... 
Fran Warren into Nicollet hotel, 
Minneapolis, Oct. 12 and then the 
Bovery, Detroit, Oct. 30... Former 
Moonlight Gardens in Kankakee, 
was sold by Ted Nichols to 


Henry Meir and will rename it 


| Meir’s Gardens and use weekend 


‘ 


Gilbert Carlos Gastel agency 


| Fox yesterday 
| for 


shows. 

Fran Jackson leaves Chicago to 
take ovér the flack duties for the 
in Hollywood 
Jackie Miles the Nicollett, 
Oct. 26 Belle 
Baker inked for the Bellrieve hotel, 


at 


Kansas City, Nov. 3 . Lind Bros. 
repeat at Vine Gardens. Nov. 3 
for six weeks Bill Lawrence 


and Arthur Godfrey unit tentative- 
ly set for the Chicago theatre, Nov. 
3. with Carmen Miranda slated for 
Nov. 24. 


Hollywood 

Jack Cole, who bounces con- 
tinually between cafe and vaude 
work and films, reported to 20th- 
(2) to stage dances 
the Danny Kaye starrer “On 
the Riviera”... Edith Ann Olchoff 
drew a feature spot in “Red, White 
|! and Blue,’ American Legion revue 
| which debuts Saturday (7) at the 
{Ios Angeles Paramount 
| Marion Morgan inked for a three- 
weeker at Ibach’s, Wilmington, 
Del., starting next Monday (9), 











Troop Entertainment 


in a) 
the | 


‘through legit, 


; amount 


| still 


pro- 


| ing and facial gestures. 
a modesty 








Continued from page 2 





Seen crams 
maintains clubhouses in Alaska, 
Guam, Puerto Rico, Germany, 


Japan and elsewhere throughout 
ithe world. About 100 centers are 
| currently being supported. 

The decisions aré expected to be 
/reached shortly so that GI enter- 
| t tainment organization can be in 
io swing by the end of the year. 

t's expected that even if Korean 
| pontilites end before that date, the 
| U. S. Defense program will be of 

such proportions that an active 
morale organization will be need- 
,ed for a long time, 


A ys a € iv T° Sted) i? 


‘Nostalgia Rides High in Eddie Cantor's 
Click to Standees at Carnegie Hall, N.Y, 


By HERM SCHOENFELD 


Eddie Cantor returned to New 
York's Carnegie Hall last Saturday 
night (30) for another one-man 
show and added lustre to his show- 
manship stature by not equalling, 


but exceeding his initial smash 
stint in this longhair auditorium 
early last March. Cantor was not 
only in better form but even 
though the gross take of over 
$8,000 was the same, there were 
more turnaways this time. 


This performance by Cantor was 
in many ways a tougher assign- 
ment than his earlier stand in the 
Hall Not only was Cantor going 
over the same route in reprising 
his 41-year-old career in showbusi- 
ness, but there was the factor of 
his regular monthly appearance on 


TV which might have been expect- | 


ed to take the edge off his in-the- 
flesh show. But Cantor, 
been a standout 
showbusiness 
vaude _ start 


in every facet of 
from his childhood 
with Gus Edwards 
silent films, talkers, 
radio and now TV, once again gave 
double-ply proof that talent and 
basic entertainment values can sell 
in any and every medium. 

The vet showman, realizing: that 
a large sector of last Saturday 
night’s attendance overlapped with 
the audience at his initial C.H. 
program, mixed a_-= sufficient 
of new material into his 
routine to keep the impact fresh 
and novel. Cantor’s overall per- 
formance in both cases ran down 
parallel tracks and some duplica- 
tion was unavoidable. 

There was the tear-jerking but 
humorous Cantor comment 
about wishing that his grandmother 
was present to see him perform, 
not in the hall of their Henry 
Street tenement apartment, but in 
Carnegie Hall. There was also the 
intimate anecdotes about celebri- 
ties over the past 40 years in which 
Cantor broke bread with virtually 
every outstanding political figure 
on the world scene except Joe 
Stalin. As for the show biz greats, 
the names of Flo Ziegfeld, Will 
Rogers, W. C. Fields, Marilyn Mil- 
ler, John Barrymore, among others 
who have passed on, resounded in 
the audience’s memories via the 
glowing, nostalgic yarns narrated 
by Cantor. 

Reprise Old Faves 

Cantor also reprised the song 
hits which have been identified 
with him, going back to such num- 
bers as “Harrigan,” “My Wife's 
Gone to the Country 
Girl is Like a 
“Whoopee,” 
en clicks 
at Carnegie Hall in excellent voice 
and with those trademarked hoof- 
And, with 
that enhances, Cantor 
paid tribute to the great songwrit- 
ers, such as Walter Donaldson, 
Irving Berlin, George Gershwin, 
Harry Akst and others, for sup- 
plying the indispensable material 
for his success. 

Cantor, of course, poked the 
customary gags at his fraternity 
brothers, Al Jolson, Georgie 
sel and Georgie Price, but 
knocks were upholstered with 
fection and admiration. 


Memory” 
among some two doz- 


Jes- 
the 
nf- 
It was this 


warm sentiment underlving Can- 
tor’s raconteuring style that 


reached out with an overwhelming 
effect in his varns about Ziegfeld, 
President Roosevelt, and, above all, 
about his youth in the slums of 
New York. Cantoy can well be ex- 
cused for holding himself up as an 
exemplification of the “American 
Dream.” 
Superlative 
particularly 


showmanship was 
evidenced in Cantor's 


who has | 


, “A Pretty | 
and. 


which he socked over | 


‘standard by Charles Tobias who 
was also in the audience. 

After 90 minutes on stage, Can- 
tor casually brought out a couple 
of bottles of beer, poured glasses 
for his pianists Dave Kenner and 
Ernie Stewart and said to the audi- 
ence: “I know something you 
don’t know—this is intermission.” 
It was a sock first act bowoff. Re- 
turning, Cantor answered some 
written “questions from the audi- 


ence,” at which time he also 
brought wife Ida on stage, deliv- 


ered more songs and finaled with 
“If I Could Spend One Hour With 
You.” 





It was one of Cantor's most 
brilliant performances 
Saranac Lake 
By HAPPY BENWAY 
Saranac Lake, N. Y., Oct. 3. 
Birthday greetings are in order 
to George (Elephants) Power, 
Francis White Sheldon and Mary 
Lou Weaver, all Variety Clubites 
who are doing O. K. 
Wilton (IATSE) Birdsong happy 


over top clinic report. 

Marcel Chrapaty, who was a pa- 
tient here 10 years ago, in for a 
general checkup, and given an all- 
clear. 

Ben Schaffer spending a 10-day 
furlough in N. Y. C. 

J. S. Eyssell, managing director 
of Radio City Music Hall, took time 
out to bedside and chat with Don 
Wright, one of his staffers, who is 
doing nicely. 

Bob Pasquale, Philly theatre 
manager, in line for go-home pa- 
pers Nov. 1. 

“We the Patients” take these 
means in thanking Mrs. Arthur J. 
Mack, N. Y. C., for books donated 
to our library. Ditto to Robert J. 
Goldstein for gift of playing cards 
and records for our lounge room. 

Write to those who are ill. 











givating young pa 
Cap 


GEORGIA 


HARBERS and DALE 


Currently 


BILTMORE HOTEL 
Los Angeles 




















Grant’s Riviera 


RESTAURANT AND BAR 


158 W. 44 St., dew York LU 2-4488 
WHERE SHOWBUSINESS MEETS 


* TALENT CONTEST * 
MONDAY NIGHTS 


Prize: 





Professional Engagement 


(Duplicate Prizes Awarded in the Case of Tie) 























ONE OF FLORIDA'S leading natural at- 
tractions for sale. Fabulous. Interna- 
tionally known, $50,000 a year and 
more can be made by promotion. 
Nominal investment, Exceptional op- 
portunity. Action necessary. Box 
1294, Clearwater, Florida. 














SINGER 


Bass-Baritone, Popular and Classical 
(Extensive Repertoire) 



































good-natured ribbing of Milton . 
Berle, seated down front. Cantor Available for Engagements 
also made a fast program change Personable and Good Appearance 
after intermission to include “Don’ Write Box V-928, VARIETY, 
Sit aloe — hen pce sth Street, ee See ne 
BILLY JACKSON Agency 
continues 
Booking Acts of All Kinds for Television, 
Radio, Vaudeville and Night Clubs — 
1564 Broadway, New York 
Telephone: JUdson 6-9171 
‘ ' 
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Numerals In 


Letter 


(L) Leew; (M) Moss; (P) 


WEEK OF 


VARIETY BILLS 


OCTOBER 4 





ether full 


conncstion | with bills below tndicat. 


Paramount; (R) RKO; (S$) 


or split week 


in parentheses indicates circuit (FM) Fanchon Marco; (1) Independent; 
Stolls (T) Tivoli; (W) Warner; 


@ ofening day of show 





Mark Monte 
migneine Matthey 


re 

| Metel Roosevelt 

; Guy Lombardo Or 

|. Hotel St. Regis” 

| Margaret Phelan 

| Milt Shaw Ore 

' Horace Diaz Ore 
Hotel Statier 

Ralph Flanagan Ore 

Versailies 

Edith Piaf 

, Emile Petti Ore 

Panchito Ore 


Gerry Fitzgerald 
Tex Fletcher 
Freda Wing 
4 Some 
David Blight 
Village Vanguard 
R Dyer-Bennet 
Marie Young 
Charlotte Rae 
Clarence Williams 3 
Waldorf-Astorie 
Kitty Kallen 
Roger Price 
Emil Coleman 





New 





Acts 








HARRIET FROHMAN 
Songs 
9 Mins.; One 
Colonial, Albany 
Punch of youthful soprano’s act 


(WR) Walter Reade 














ew YORK ciITY 
" Capitol (L) 5 
Phil Spitalny Ore 
Music Hall (1) $ 
Kenny Bowers 
Jvanhoes 
Duval 
Brunhilda Roque 
Marienne Vickers 
Shirley Keller 
Viola Crucil 


Bettina Dearborn 
Rockettes 
Corps de Ballet 
Svm Ore 

Palace (R) § 
Dick Drake 
Bunnell Sis 


‘6 to AlD 
Paramount (P) 4 
Duke Ellington Ore 

Timmie Rogers 

Teddy Hale 

Sarah Vaughan 
Roxy (I) @ 

Dick Haymes 

Ben Wrigley 

Asia Boys 

Carol Lynne 

Skippy Baxter 
Strand (W) 6 

Mineviteh . Harmon. 


Rascals 
Liza Kirk 
Georgie Tapps 
Florian Zaback 
Apollo (I) 6 
Orioles 4 
Jrenier Twing & 
Gilbeaux 4 
Derby Wilson 
Arnold Dover 
4 kit Kats 
Sy Oliver Ore 
CHICAGO 
Chicago (P) 6 
4 Evans 
Phil Foster 


Park & Clifford 
Georgia Gibbs 
Oriental (t) 6 


Harmonicats 

De Marco Sisters 
Dave Barry 
Fontaines 


Sherman Hayes Orc 


DORCHESTER 
Codman (P) 5 Only 
Asylum of Horrors 

GLENS FALLS 

Paramount (P) 

Only 
Asylum of Horrors 

MINNEAPOLIS 

Orpheum (R) § 
Martez & Lucia 
Fred & Fae 
Al Gordon’s Dogs 
Ryan & McDonald 
Yonely 
Helen Kane 
Lee Davis 
Alphonse Berge 
| NEWTON 
Paramount (P) 

4 Only 
Asylum of Horrors 
OMAHA 





| Orhpheum (P) 6 
Blue Barron: Orc 
Barbara Lawrence 
George De Witt 
Perry Franks & J 
PEEKSKILL 
Paramount (P) 
} 10 Only 
Asylum of horrors 
POUGHKEEPSIE 
Bardavon (P) 7 Only 
' Asylum of Horrors 
| SOUTH NORWALK 
| Empress (P) 6 Only 
Asylum of Horrors 


SYRACUSE 
State (L) 5 
3 Suns 
Thelma Carpenter 
Jerry Colonna 
H & W Bell 
WASHINGTON 
Capitol (tL) 5 
Delarge & Shirley 
Sonny Moward 
Helene & Howard 
3 Arnauts 
Howard (1) 6 
Little Esther 
Johnny Otis Bd 
2 Zephyrs 
Edwards Bros 
Pinkey Roberts 
Washingtonians 





AUSTRALIA 


MELBOURNE 


Tivoli (i) 2 
Guus Brox & Myrna 
M & H Nesbitt 
Wally Boag 
Babs Mackinnon 
Marquis & Family 
Detroy 
Chevalier Bros 
lleana Sazova 
Bob Murray 
Evugene’s Flying 

Ballet 
Celebrity Octette 
PERTH 


His Malesty’s (1) 2 
Armand Perren 
Marion Davies 
Elimar 

Devine & King 
Gerda Bornstad 
Chribi 


| Marika Saary 
Phillip Tappin 
Wim De Jong 
Jacques Cartaux 

| Jimmy Elder 

| Joe Whitehouse 

Alice Bronimann 
Cissy Trenholm 

| SYDNEY 

Tivoli (1) 2 

| Arthur Askey 

| Valerie Tandy 

| Roy Royston 
Donald Kirk 
Charles Norman 

Ray Johnson 

; Audrey Jeans 
Charles Rolfe 

Bobby Mack 

Wilma Harrison 
Frank Thring 

| Ernest Maxin 

' Anthea Askey 





BRITAIN 


ASTON 
Hippodrome (}) 2 
Joan Winters 
tiuy Fielding 
Alan Alan 
Reggie Dennis 
Voltaire 
Viscount 
American Spitfhres 
Kari Kari 
Ladd West 
Fredel 

BIRMINGHAM 
Hippodrome (M) 2 
Nat King Cole 3 
4 Astaires 
E& J Slack 
Fddie Reindeer 


Elizabeth & Collins | 


Annell & Brask 
Tony Hancock 
BLACKPOOL 
Grand (1) 2 
Josef Locke 
Jack Radcliffe Co 
Ronnie Ronalde 
‘Joan Stuart 
& J Grey 
Liurry Drew 
Jimmy Wheeler 
Opera House (1) 2 
Nat Jackley 
Ben Yost Co 
Terry-Thomas 
Sheila Mathews 
Gypsy 3 
Jerry Desmonde 
Maureen Sims 
‘Tiller Girls 
5 Olanders 
Palace (i) 2 
Cheerful C Chester 
Fred Ferrari 
Arthur Haynes 
Edwina Carol 
Len Marten 
hen Morris 
Boliana Ivanko 4 
Marriott & 
Wenman 
5 Brahms 
Tower Circus (i) 2 
Charlie Cairoli 
Paul Co 
Ernie’s Sealions 
(Jbert Houcke 
Pierre Alizes 
Jacques & Maryse 
7 Ashtons 
Roberto Chiesa Co 
3 Peters 
Baudy’s Animals 
Knie’s Horses 
3 Goetachis 
Dorchesters 
Laconas 
Jimmy Seott 
Ainettes 
Circusettes 
B»'-ombes 
BOURNEMOUTH 
Hippodrome (1) 2 
Bi'ly Whitaker 
Mimi Law 
BK & M Clayton 
© Fairweather 
Phil Lester 
Pat Hagen 
Sonny Hughes 
Elizabeth Parsons 
Eric Marsh 
Jli Diddle Diddle 
Debs 
Terry's Juveniles 
SRADFORD 
Alhambra (M) 2 
lary Priesiman 


Ceorge Mitchell Co 
L & F Preston 

| Stainless Stephen 
Sicki 


Charles Warren & J | 


A J Powers 
BRISTOL 

Empire (i) 2 

| Bartlett & Massey 

| Foster & Clarke 

| Frank Wilson 

| Tommy Truman 

| Swan & Leigh 

Peter Raynor 


Cycling Astons 


BPIXTON 
Express (i) 2 
Billy Cotton #d 
| Elwardos 
Fayne & Evans 
Ford & Lenner 
Sid Burns 
Steveno 
Danny Lipton 
| CARDIFF 
New (8) 2 
| Don Saunders 
George Cameron 
; Norman Harper 
| Leslie Noyes 
Buddy Crawford 
G & F Grande 
Phyllis Terrell 
Roy & Ray 
Ted Gilbert 
Maty Harkness 
Miriam Pearse 
Anton Karas 
CHELSEA 
Palace (1) 2 
| Dorthy Ward 
Georgie Wood 
Semprini 
Bernard Miles 
Kodell 
Henri Neuvy 
Leslie Adams 
Sheilah Mandy & J 
CcCHiswi 


cK 
Empire (S) 2 
Issy Benn 
Havel 


V & T Elliott 


Maurice & May 

John Tiller Girle 

Bonn-A-Chords 

| Sweet Notes 

| Patricia & Rudy 

Denis Gordon 

Arthur Vollum 

Gordon Rolfe 
EAST HAMPTON 
Metropolitan (1) 2 

B & A Pearson 

Gladys Ray 

Graham Bros 

Rapid 5 

Krazy Komedy 
Kirks 

| Williams & Shand 

' Carros Dog Rev 

; Tony Walsh 

Billy O’Sullivan 

Marie DeVere 
Lovlies 

EDINBURGH 
Einpire (M) 2 
Donald Peers 





Alec Pleen 
Codirey & Kerby 
| Duncans Collies 

| *ehn Pygran 
Wendy Br. ndon 
Walter N-blo 
'D& E Wilcox 


L Clifford & Freda | 


Young China Tp 
GLASGOW 

| Empire (M) 2 

| Big Bill Campbell 

| Lance King 


+ Senorita Valeska | 


|5 Mighty Mohawks 
Crosbie & Brenan 
| GRIMSBY 
Palace (1) 2 
| Jack Lewis 
| Sonny Dawkes 
| Tommy Rose 
| Arthur Knotto 
| Pete Taylor 
Melody 6 
| HACKNEY 
Empire (S) 2 
Reg Dixon 
Mary Naylor 
Myrons 
| Allen Bros & June 
Victor Seaforth 
Vie Leonard 
| Les Valettos 
Madrigal Joyce 
LEEDS 
Empire (M) 2 
Betty Hobbs Girls 
Syd Seymour 
Madhatters Bd 
3 Garcias 
Jon Pertwee 
Fran Dowie 
| Canfield Smith 
LEICESTER 
Palace (S$) 2 
Harry Lester Co 
3 LeRoys 
Cycling Astons 
Lesters Midgeis 
LIVERPOOL 
Empire (M) 2 
Nellie Lutcher 
| Hamilton & Vassi 
George Williams 
Jackiey & Jee 
Arthur Worsley 
Georges & Linette 
Hotley 3 
Marie Louise & C 
LONDON 
Palladium (M) 2 
Gracie Fields 
5 Smith Bros 
Robert Lamouret 
Tommy Fields 
Warren Latona & § 
Balladinis 
Great Alexander Tp 
George Meaton 
Eddie Gordon & N 
Palladium Tiller Gls 
Skvrockets Orc 
MANCHESTER 
Hippodrome (S$) 2 
Bartlett & Ross 
Bruce Calder 
Luis Flores 
David Nairn 
Barry Edwards 
Loren Lorens * 
Moray Bros & D 
Billy Carroll 
Douglas Harris 
Cliff Sherlock 
NEWCASTLE 
Empire (M) 2 
Norman Evans 
Gray & Austin 
F & P King 
Senor Cerlos 
Bil & Bil 


EAST HAMPTON 
Grenada (i) 2 
Eddie Gordon & N 
Stuart & Courtney 

Billy Maxam 

2 Playboys 

Eugene & Gail 
MONTREAL 
Gayety (i) 2 


3 Cordells 
Maple Leaf 4 
John Tiller Girls 
NORWICH 
Hippodrome (1) 2 
| Johnnie Lockwood 
Terry Carole 
Dagenham Girls 
Dagmer & Rell 
Sherman Fisher Gls 
NOTTINGHAM 
Empire (M) 2 
2 Linders 
Will Mahoney 
3 Atlantas 
Betty Driver 
Bobbie Kimber 
Paul Carpenter 
Sirdani 
Peterson Bros 
PORTSMOUTH 
Royal (M) 2 
Alan Dean 
Roy Lester 
Patterson & 
Jackson 
Winifred Atwell 
Botonds 
Eve Eacott 
Veronica Martell 
SHEPHERDS BUSH 
Empire (S) 2 
Nitwits 
Sam Costa 
Bobby Breen 
El Granadas 
Cooper Twins 
Les Marchants 


Kizma & Karen 


| SUNDERLAND 
Empire (M) 2 
Phillys Dixey 
Jack Tracy 
Delbary Co 





Morecambe & 
| Kovacs 
| WALTHAMSTOW 


Palace (1) 2 
Arthur English 
| Harry Secombe 
| DuMarte & Denzer 
| 3 Monarchs 
| Skating Merenos 
Baldwin Castle 
| Georges & Dorina 
| Java Bros 
WOLVER- 
| HAMPTON 

Hippodrome (1) 2 

| Charlie Kunz 
| Shires & Tylee 
| Lionel Saxon 
| Vine & Valentine 
D & D Lupino 
| Wolly Woltard 
| Homer Hall 
Jack Edge 
Shamvas 


WOOD GREEN 
Empire (S$) 2. 
Allan Jones 
Ernest Arnley & G 
2 Luvas 
Terry Hall 
Cookes Pony Rev 
Hackford & Doyle 
YORK 
Empire (i) 2 
Jack Storey 
M & M Norris 
5 Skyliners 
Vera Fitzpatrick 
Ronald Collis 
Elvirita & Otero 





CANADA 


| Katherine Courey 
Georgie Kay 

; Sammie Morris 

| Harrison 3 

Texas Tommy 
Harriet Frohman 
Claire & Hudson 
Vian & Hill 

Will Skinner Orc 





Cabaret Rills 





Birdiane 
Charlie Parker 
Coleman Hawkins 

Bive Angel 
Madmoiselles 
Weavers 
Wally Cox 
Stuart Ross 
Harold Cooke 
Barbara Cook 
Eadie & Rack 
Chittison 3 


Bon Soir 
Jimmie Daniels 
Baby Hines 
Norene Tate 
Garland Wilson 
Ellis Larkin 3 

Bop City 
Cavalcade of Jazz 

Cate Society 
Errol Garner 
Phil Napoleon Orc 
Ruth Brown 
Cliff Jackson 
Ceopacapans 
Joe E Lewis 
Patti Page 
M Durso Ore 
Mario & Floria 
Betty Harris 
Mickey Devine 
Austin Mack 
F. Alvares Ore 
Diamond Horseshee 
Ross & LaPierre 
| Rudy Cardenas 
W. C. Handy 
Billy Banks 
' 





Gloria LeRoy 
Noble Sissie Ore 
Chic Morrison Ore 
Rigoletto Bros 
Jack Spoons 

| Frank Evans 

| Tommy King 

| Harry Meehan 

| Billy Banks 

| Harry Armstrong 
j iceland 

| Artie Shew ore 
| | Chico 

| Rosita Rios 

Los Gitanos 

| Pilarin Tavira 


Frank Marx & fris Sarita Herrera 


D’Alonse Ore 

La Commedia 
Maxine Sullivan 
| Leon & Eddie's 
' Eddie Davis 
Merion Powers 
Lyda & Yanni 


NEW YORE CITY 


{Danny Sullivan 
Lynn Jackson 
Hotei Taft 
Vincent Lopez Ore 
Latin Quarte: 
Sophie Tucker 
Mons. Choppy 
Billy Wells & 4 
Fays 
Harrison & Fisher 
Naaman Ders 
Ralph Young 
Art Waner Ore 
Le Ruban Bleu 
Shirl Conway 
Michael Brown 
Four Lads 
Deuces Wild 
Norman Paris 3 
Julius Monk 
Little Club 
Ernie Warren Ore 
No 1 Fifth Ave 
Simone Dolphin 
Jim Hawthorne 
Christine Barrett 
Downey & Fonviile 
traze]) Webster 
Old Roumaenian 
Sadie Ranke 
Jackie Winston 
Buster Burnell 
Alverda 
Mary Mon Toy 
Joe LaPorte Ure 
D’Aquila Ore 
Park Ave 
Ray Bourbon 
Ruth Webb 
Hotel Ambassader 
Jules Lande Ore 
Hetel Astor 
Xavier Cugat Ore 
Hotel Biltmore 
Sydney Ross 
Harold Nage! Ore 
Hotel Edison 
Henry Jerome Ore 
Hotel New Yorker 
B Cummins Ore 
Rookies 
Jean Arlen 
B_ Pennington 
Arthur Johnson 
Hotel Pierre 
Mimi Benzell 
| Stanley Melba ore 


| Hote 
Park Sherston 

i Irving Ficlds S$ 

1 Hotel Pi-ze 

Jane Fromen 

{Rove & Nadi 





| Ken Barnes & Jean 





Village Barn Mischa Borr Ore 


CHICAGO 


Blackhawk Hotel Bismarck 
| “Roaring Twenties” | Franklin & Moore 
Susan Scott Lee Morgan 
Joel Friend Jerry Glidden Orc 
Connie Baxter fH Edgewater Beach 
David Vogel Keith Knight 
Jesse Elliot Lillian Brooks 
Ray Arnett Vic & Adio 
Bobo Lewis Bill Snyder Ore 
Bobby Barry | D Hild Ders 
Henry Brandon Orc | Hotel Stevens 

Chez faree | Joan Hyldoft 
Ritz Bros Arnold Shoda 
Maxellos Jerry Mapes 
Madelyn Ross Jack Rafftloer 
Richard France Farrar & Carter 
Chez Adorables Douglas Duffy 
Chico Ore Harper Flaherty 
| Cee Davidson Ore Bob Fitzgerald 

Paimer Hous Skating Bivdears 
| Dick Contino 2 Mary A Fitzgerald 








Be ri Phyllis Miles 

| Continentals (6) Maxwells (2) 

| Abbott Ders Frank Masters Ore 

Eddie O’Neal Ore Vine Gardens 
Helsings | Dolly Kay 


| Georgie Gobel | Eddie White 
Jayne Walton Vadja del Oro 
Billy Chandler Ore | Mel Cole Ore 


Theatre TV 











is an operatic medley, in which) 


JOANNE & STANLEY KAYNE 
Comedy, Songs 

12 Mins.; One & Full 
Colonial, Albany ‘ 

Promising young comedian teams 
with attractive wife in an act that 
produces howls when he panto- 











'—aems Continued from page 1 ea, 


promoted the bout, claimed they 
| were “fully satisfied” with the gate 
|and scotched reports that TV cam- 
eras might be banned from all fu- 


/ever obtained from a bout in which 
,Louis appeared. 


| TV and radio rights to the fight, 
,even though they were put on the 
auction block, added only $175,000 
|more to the gross. IBC and other 
|sports promoters, consequently, 
| would probably be more than will- 
|ing to grant TV rights to a num- 
ber of theatres exclusively that 
|would be able to pay much more 
a that. 


Whole situation boils down to the | 


|fact that the TV audience seen 
| paying the real gate for top sports 
|} events in the future might not be 
viewers in the home but the custo- 
mers who plunk down their admis- 
| Sion prices at their local film the- 
atres. Under the long-talked-about 
system of the promoters getting a 
| cut of the gross from all filmeries 
j carrying the event, it might be 
possible eventually to achieve a 
total gate of $10,000,000 or more. 
When that time comes, the pro- 
moters wouldn’t have to worry 
about their “in-person” gates. That 
would represent only added gravy 
to the tremendous coin derived 
from the theatres. 

Exhibs, for their part, not only 
would have no further worries 
| about a major sports events nick- 





| ing their grosses by 50%, but could | 
‘count on doing outstanding biz for | 


each event of equal appeal. If 


that is the case, some have said | 


, that that $25,000-per-unit cost for 


ition, RCA, Paramount and other 
manufacturers of the units have 
| consistently maintained that the 


| price will be brought down once | 


| they receive enough orders to be- 


;gin turning out the equipment on. 


/a mass production basis. 
| As for the IBC, spokesmen con- 


drawn without TV. They con- 
firmed their faith in video, how- 


| kina of a gate the fight would have 
| 
ever, claiming it “plays a definite 


|role in the development of any | 


| sport.” Many of the 25,000,000 
{who saw the bout on TV will be- 


future fights in person. “As a re- 
sult,” IBC spokesmen said, “we're 
|looking to the future, not just to 
one fight of the moment.” 

They claimed they had original- 





| only $200,000, so that it actually 
| bettered their predictions. Em- 
phasizing that any blame for the 
comparative smallness of the re- 
_ceipts could not be placed entire- 
| Ay on TV, they pointed out that the 
_Charies-Gus Lesnevich bout last 
|vear had grossed “$75,000, and 
| Charles’ fight with Freddie Be- 
| shore grossed $28,000—and yet TV 
|had been banned from _ both. 
Meanwhile, the Charles-Joe Baksi 
| fight, which was televised, pulled 
|a $40,000 gate. Thus, they saia, 
'if the gate was small for the Louis- 





Charles setto, it might have been) 


due to the coolness of the night, 
a greater interest in the hot pen- 
‘nant races going on in both basc- 
, ball leagues, or any one of a num- 
{bor of factors in addition to TV. 


ceded there was no telling what | 


come boxing fans and want to see | 


‘ly estimated the gate would be, 





potent voice. Second of three such 


though 
| jected neatly. Heavy applause 
greeted her high notes, which she 
followed with a “Kiss Me, Kate” 
|number.” Neither this, nor opener, 


appeared suited to girl’s voice and 
style. She presumably included 
them to demonstrate versatility 
and for change of pace. “ia 
'En Rose,” second offering, rang a 
clearer bell. 

Auburn-haired gal, of the fa- 
' mous Frohman theatrical family 
and of the concert platform, pos- 
sesses a gracious stage presence. 
Tastefully attired : 
biue evening gown, with matching 
arm gloves, she took two bows in 


for an ‘encore. P.a. microphone 
probably was unnecessary, partic- 
ularly for the arias. Tom Kiefer’s 
orchestra gave a fine accompanl- 
ment. Jaco. 








THE COLLEGIATONES (4) 

, Songs 

| 6 Mins. 

| Roxy, N. Y. ; 

| This singing unit comprises four 


Howard de Courcey ture IBC fights, it’s no secret that) New York youngsters in their late 
““\the gate was by far the smallest teens who won on the WOR-TV) 
talent parade, based on contests 


|in Skouras theatres in the metro- 


politan area. They won a two-week | 


engagement at the Roxy, and they 
are earning it. 


Group shows lots of work and) 


| polish, and should quickly move 
‘out of the amateur category. They 
| sing well, have good arrangements, 
| engaging personalities, and stage 
their numbers nicely. One plays a 
| guitar and another contributes vo- 
| cal rhythm, a la the Mills Bros. | 
Quartet sings “Five-Foot Two, 
adding some of their own lyrics, 
and “Chattanoogie Shoe Shine 
| Boy,” offering surprisingly good 
| arrangements of each. 
| ence’s sympathies were with them 
| from the start, thanks to a fine in- 
‘tro by headliner Dick Haymes, 
there’s little doubt that the solid 
| reception was genuine. 
Group is ready for theatres, 
average run of niteries and could 
' do well in teevee. Chan, 








|/ROGER CARNE 
; Ventriloquist 
|14 Mins. 


_ Royal Alexandra, Toronto 
| One of the most sophisticated 


ventriloquist acts to come out of 
| Britain this season is Roger Carne 
and his talking tomcat. The act 
was developed when Carne was an 
enlistee in the Royal Engineers 
during the last World War and has 
now become a similar success in 
major vaude houses in the British 


Isles. This is Carne’s first visit to. 
| theatre TV might not be too far. 
,out of line, since the cost could be | 
| amortized fairly quickly, In addi- | 


Canada and his act should easily 
fit into the American vaude and 
night club scene. 


; As the typical London “‘toff’’ tn 
in top hat and tails, Carne does 
a “drunk” eect with the assistance 
of a double-sized tomcat, a pink 
elephant and a coy feline on the 
root, for a three-way voice throw- 
'ing feat that is unique on dialog 
and imaginative trio conversation 
that spurns the dummy-on-the- 
knee tradition. Carne throws his 
voice in three different keys and 
directions, plus a terrific takeoff 
,on “The Ink Spots” for a finale 
‘complete with 


effects. McStay. 





RICH & GIBSON 
'Xylephone 

8 Mins.; Two 
Palace N. Y. 

Rich & Gibson are a mixed team 
with an old-timey xvlophone turn. 
The pair pound out tunes in an 
orthodox manner. Musicaily, this 
type act is somewhat monotonous. 
There's vigor and little else in this 
turn. It’s inconceivable that a 
couple of youngsters brought up on 
modern musical tastes should essay 
a number like “All the World Is 
Waiting for the Sunrise,” which has 
been standard in the catalog of 
almost every xylo and banjo play- 
er who ever played the Gus Sun 
time. This tune, done in a straight 
|manner, was their closing routine. 
It’s okay for the oldtimers who fre- 
quent this house, but market for 
'this number and type of turn is ex- 
tremely limited. 


which shows modern thought. They 
bring on a pair of puppets, which 
-undcr strobliting, displays the dolls 
doing a Will Mahoney on the in- 
i surument, Jose. 


. . | 
she displays ,a trained, rangy. and | 


selections is perhaps the best, al- | 
the others are also pro-— 


“Love Is Sweeping the Country,” | 


Vie | 


in a_ strapless! 


fourth spot—could have returned | 


While audi- | 


bass and falsetto | 


There is, however, one routine . 


mimes Al Jolson as she plays a 
record erratically. As a _ single, 
Kayne did this and other platter 
impressions straight. Paired, he 
has given it a new and funny twist, 
with goofy facial expressions and 
contortions. Smiling, dimpled girl 
—the daughter of band leader 
Johnny Johnson—plays a_ neat 
straight in the boff bit. 
She sings two numbers with 
Kayne, in both of which he cuts 
dideos. Comic, small, slow-tem- 
poed and winning, uses a soft hat 
in a “Cocktails For Two” rendi- 
tion, for a Spike Jones treatment. 
Different from any comic seen at 
the Colonial during the past two 
seasons, he should develop steadi- 
ly. Crowd gave them resounding 
applause. Jaco. 


— 





BEN WRIGLEY & CO. (3) 
Comedy 
10 Mins. 
Roxy, N. Y. 
Ben Wrigley is an English im- 
port who should do well in Ameri- 
can vaude houses. He’s a rubber- 
necked, rubber-legged comic, who 
does a skit, using an unbilled man 
' and woman in support. His work is 
‘mainly physical, he’s a cross be- 
tween a contortionist and an eccen- 
tric dancer, and he’s very funny. 
Wrigley walks on as a patient 
visiting a doctor, and succeeds in 
driving both the doctor and the 
nurses nuts. He pops his neck in 
and out, walks leaning backwards, 
affects pigeon toes and bow legs, 
‘and muggs all the while. While 
'the sketch itself. is old material, 
| Wrigley makes it new and funny. 
Act is a natural for the deluxe 
| vauders and larger niteries. 
| Chan. 





, BOBBY SARGENT 
; Comedy 
'12 Mins.; One 
| Palace, N. Y. ; 
Bobby Sargent, a youthful comic, 
‘has been making the rounds for 
lsome time, but has not been re- 
‘corded in Varrety’s New Act file. 
Sargent still has much to learn 
-about projection. A series of weak 
|gags at the start retards his prog- 
iress considerably. There's one 
| good bit, however, that indicates he 
ican make out. He does a Ukranian 
|millhand that hits. Sargent has a 
pliable face which accentuates the 
humor in this bit. Another good 
one is the Groucho Marx takeoff. 
At this time, he’s okay for-the 
smaller houses, but needs consider- 
|ably more experience and better 
|material before he can make the 
| bigtime. Jose. 





|THE ASIA BOYS (3) 

' Acrobatics 

'7 Mins, 

Roxy, N. Y. 

' The gymnastic trio appears to 
/have been around for a while, but 
‘isn’t listed in Variery’s New Acts 
‘file. While their routine is an un- 
varied one, it is solid for vaude de- 
luxers, 

It’s a balancing stint, in which 
one man in prone position on a 
| table, balances the others on hands 
j}and feet. Unusual part of the act 
ilies in the fact that the under- 
stander, while holding the other 
two, manages to turn completely 
|around. At first he does it singly 
‘with each, leaving the double bit 
tor a closer. It’s a tough turn, and 
keeps the audience attentive all 
| the way. Chan. 


| 
/BROWN & BROWN TRIO 

Dance 

8 Mins. 

Apollo, N. Y. 

This Negro adagio trio, compris- 

jing two gals and a guy is okay 

filler material for the Apollo and 
| similar spots, Act, however, lacks 
| the polish and finesse necessary to 
| play classier situations. Stint con- 

eentrates mostly on the male mem- 

ber pushing one of the femmes all 
| over the floor, but fails to provide, 
except in one or two instances, any 
' of the acro stunts familiar to this 
| type of act. 
As it stands now, act gets by on 

its antics, which has a _ limited 
| appeal. Gros. 


| MUNSEL TEES OFF HOUSTON 

| Houston, Oct. 3. 

| Patrice Munsel, Metropolitan 
Opera soprano, will oper the Hous- 
ton Civic Music : ssn. season 
Nov. 1. 

Other events will include Marias 
and Miranda, balladeers, Nov. 21; 
the Four Piano Ensemble. Feb. 7; 
‘ Joseph Szigeti, March 7, and Benno 
| Moiseiwitsch, April 11, 








* 
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Gene Autry, Cowpoke Contests Spark 
‘Champ Rodeo’ at Mad. Sq. Garden 


Gene Autry’s “World Champion- # 


ship Rodeo,” which started a 43- 
performance run at ‘Madison 
Square Garden, N. Y., Wed. (27), 
attracts the top cowboys in the 
country. This year, they're lured 
by $80,000 in prize money plus en- 
try fees which bring the total dis- 
bursements of day money and 
bounty coin up to $102,000. But as 
always, a comparatively long run 
in New York and a stint in Boston 
are also major attractions for the 
cow pokes 


The 251 entrants have appar- 
ently had their financial appetites 
whetted by top coin. They're at- 
tacking the rodeo stock with un- 
usual vigor to put an extra bit ol 
color into the proceedings Un- 
fortunately, the nags didn’t seem 


to be in as fine fettle. An epidemic 
among the stock, temporarily diag- 
nosed as shipping fever, decimated 
11 horses. More riders than usual 
made time on bareback event and 
the usual opening night average 
was attained in the saddle contest 


In the latter, the arena spectators 
had a few uneasy moments when 
cowpoke Jim Nixon's mount 
slipped and rolled over atop the 
rider. Dixon was merely shaken 
up. 

Other events had the usual 
quota of excitement. The calf-rop- 
ing, steer-wrestling, Brahma _ bull 
riding contest and the wild horse 
race produced maximum excite- 
ment. The bulls seemed to be as 
ornery as ever and it’s probabl) 
due to the courageous action ot 


clown George Mills that this event 
is run off without any fatalities 
Mills has the unenviable assign- 
ment of drawing the bull's atten- 
tion away from the rider and 
takes every conceivable risk to pro- 
tect the contestant. He's assisted 
in this by Jimmy Schumacher and 
Jack Knapp. ' 

2odeo in the major. eastern 
cities, has in recent years hit an 
attendance decline despite the fact 
that there’s always a ready mar- 
ket for this type of entertainment. 
Reason is the lack of suitable head- 
liners for the dude trade. Many of 
the cowboys filmsters have 
dropped out of this form of en- 
deavor despite the high returns, and 
the only new entry into the field, 
Bill “Hopalong Cassidy” Boyd un- 
fortunately doesn’t have an act. 

Autry is in the desirable ‘position 
of having an act, name value and a 
good sense of showmanship. He's 
a good rider, an applause winning 
singer and an impresario of good 
taste. The bit with his nags, Cham- 


pion and Champion, Jr., have the! 


elements of a good variety turn. 
The oatburners are paced through 
some cute tricks and the _ high- 


school riding and posing bits also | 


hit the mark. 
Autry, however, needs some new 
variety turns for future 


riding turn, while still good 
audience reaction, is too familiar 
to Garden regulars. The same ap- 
plies to Tony White Cloud’s Indian 
dances, in the Garden for the sec- 
ond consecutive season. New note 


is the Hendrick’s riding of white) 


mules, but it’s a variation on an 
old theme. 

The rodeo’s first night was 
faced with the stiff competition of 


the TViewed Louis-Charles fight, 
which dwindled attendance con- 


siderably. Future showings should 
be up to par. Jose. 





Earle, Philly 
Philadelphia, Sept. 30. 
Illinois Jacquet Orch (8), Mabel 


Scott, Wynonie Harris, Myers & 
Walker: “Armored Car Robbery 
(RKO). 


The Earle returns to musical 
presentations this week with Illi- 
nois Jacquet and his septet on the 
stage. The Jacquet style. 
copied, has plenty of showmanship 
and he gets a mounting excitement 


with his saxophone-tooting and 
stomping. The vocal support is 


strictly in character, being shared 


by Mabel Scott and Wynonie 
Harris. 

Jacquet’s crew make plenty 
music. The instrumentation is 
three saxes (tenor, alto and bari- 


tone), two trumpets, trombone and 
rhythm. Larger bands might have 
difficulty matching the volume of 
sound they produce. Combo opens 
with “Hot Rod’ and between vari- 
ous acts oifer a half dozen num- 
bers, winding with the highly 
charged “Flying Home” finale. The 
band is heard in some of their re- 
corded favorites, such as 
Velvet.” “Bottoms Up” and “Jet 
Propulsion,” all requested by the 
audience and all wildly received. 
Jacquet’s numbers seem to have 
this in common—they are all paced 


seasons | 
here. The Hendricks Bros. Roman- | 
for | 


,ton is 


| dispensing bouncy, boistercus mu- 


much ¢ 


“Black | 





by their dynamic tenor-sax leader, 
seem to have been assembled out 
of strains of remembered melo- 
dies and then given an over-all 
drive. 
Both Miss Seott and Harris are 
well known and regarded here, 
not only through their recordings 
but through nitery appearances. 
Miss Scott elicits whoops with her 
“Elevator Boogie,” a platter favor- 
ite in these parts, and her distinc- 
tive stvle also registers witn 
‘Please Don’t Tell About My Man” 
and “Goodbye.” Harris is heard to 


hest effect in “All She Wants to Do 
Is Rock” and “Fanny Brown. this 
last very double entendre, Harris 


vocal style is large enough to fill 
an auditorium the size of the Earle, 
although he seems to. generate 
more excitement in clubs 

Mvers and Walker clock laughs 
for a variety break in the musical 
program. The duo gets some very 
funny dance effects, and toss in 
comedy vocals and a good bit with 


a xylophone to go over with the 
crowd. House was three-quarters 
full at the late Friday afternoon 
(29) show caught Gagh. 


Casino. Toronto 
Toronto, Sept. 29. 
hernaires (5). Jimmie 
Angels, James & Gar- 
Goodman, Charles Greg- 
(18), Archie Stone 

“Federal Agent at 


The Sout 
Hu SO, 4 
den, Bob 
Girls 
House Orch; 
Large” (Rep). 

The Southernaires are packing 
their radio fellowing into’ the 
Casino and, while the quartet and 
their skilled pianist perhaps don't 
send the teenagers, the adults this 
week are the solid applauders and 
they’re loyally turning eut in hefty 
numbers. Many of the customers 
are church-goers who rarely attend 
the theatre but are lining up for 
this fine singing group. 

Lads may not exploit bounce but 
they are dramatic in their musical 
version of “The Gettysburg Ad- 
dress.” do a heart-warming “Kol 
Nidre” in tempo with the Jewish 
holiday, follow with zipped-up 
“Dry Bones” and “Rock My Soul” 
requests, and wham with a ter- 
rific harmonizing finale of “Good- 
nitht, Irene” for beg-off. 

In a neatly-arranged bill, trav- 
eler parts on ‘a Greek temple 
scene, with the line girls in di- 
aphanous costumes, for an ana- 
chronistic singing of ‘Moonlight 


ory 





| Madonna” by the personable Bob 


Goodman. James & Garden. viva- 
cious youngsters, get over nicely 
on their taps and solo eccenirics: 
Jimmie Husson does nicely with 


| Emblem 


impersonations; The 4 Angels (two | 
boys and a two girls), Swiss im- | 


| ports, score on their swift-tempo 


balancing feats. McStay. 





Orpheum. L. A. 
Los Angeles, Sept. 28. 
Lionel Hampton Orch (20). Bet- 
ty BeBop (Lorene Carter), Kitty 
Murray, Gil Bernal, Curley Ham- 
ner, Sonny Parker, 3 Rockets; 
“Colorado Rangers” (Lippert). 





Intermittent stage policy prevails 


'at this downtown house and if the 


spasmodic offerings all duplicate 
the calibre of this layout. the year 
end t8tal gross should be solid. 

For the stage date, Lionel Hamp- 
back to a 20-man crew, 


sic that dominates the lavout. Sev- 
enty-minute show could stand more 
of Hamp’s vibe virtuosity since the 
maestro drags the hammers out 
only for a finale medley. A little 
more, and better, comedy would 
also heighten the effectiveness of 
the package. 

' Band and vocalists grab most of 
1e 


spotlight with Betty BeBop 
(Lorene Carter), Kitty Murray, 
Irma Curry and Sonny Parker 
handling the band-bleat depart- 


ment and local boy Gil Bernal qn 
for a spot of his own. Each is 
okay. Bernal winning an extra 
number for his efforts and Miss 
Curry socking over a reprise of 
disclick “Everybody’s Somebody's 


' Fool” to gain top attention. Re- 


mainder of the layout is devoted 
to terping with the Three Rockets 
dishing a pair of their nifty pre- 


/ on 
| mimiery turn. 


Capitol, N. ¥. 

Phil Spitalny “Hour of Charm” 
Orch & Chorus with Evelyn, Glo- 
ria, Jeanne, Viola Smith, Helen 
Hudson; Viola Lane: “Born to Be 
Bad” (RKO), reviewed in Va- 
RIETY, Aug. 23, 1950. 

Phil Spitalny’s all-girl musical 
crew is currently spreadeagling 
the Capitol stage with another one 





of those glittering layouts that has_ 


trademarked this organization for 
topflight entertainment values. Re- 


'freshingly different from conven- 


tional stage turns, this unit none- 
theless packs potent mass appeal 
from its parlay of superlative 
musicianship and tasteful show- 
manship. That's proved again by 
the sock reception given here to 
Spitalny’s 60-minute show. 

Spitalny adroitly manipulates 
his musical program into a colorful 
and varied pattern that completely 
avoids any dullish “concert” quali- 
ties. ' With a close attention to 
production detail, the maestro 
rivets attention by rapid changes 
of pace within a musical frame- 
work that shifts from the classical 
to hot jazz without jarring the feel- 
ing of an overall integration in 
design. 

Arrayed across the full stage in 
white garb, the company opens at 
a fast clip with a choral arrange- 
ment of a marching number, “The 


American Patrol,” and _ neatly 
segues into a medley of college 
football tunes. While the 14-gal 


chorus is excellent, it’s the quality 
of the 19-femme instrumentalists 
which makes the striking and 
memorable impact. From the 
drummer Viola Smith, who is 
featured on several skinbeating 
solos, to the flutist, Helen Hudson, 
and the superlative pianist, Louise 
Meiszner, these sidegals' rank 
among the best in the business. 
Spotted among the instrument 
numbers are Spitalny’s two stand- 
out vocal soloists, Gloria and 
Jeanne, both lookers. Gloria, a 
soprano with range and control, 
scores on a brace of numbers from 
the ‘‘Merry Widow” while Jeanne, 
a contralto, registers equally 
strongly on Italian operatic arias, 
Both vocalists also are in the fore- 
ground in Spitalny’s artful choral 


atrangement of “The Lady of 
Fatima,” one of his current RCA 
Vietor disclicks. 

Headlining in the Spitalny or- 
ganization is Evelyn and_ her 
“magic violin.” Evelyn’s fiddling. 
as usual, produces those richly 


vibrant tones which make her solos 
so effective. Her solo on “La Vie 
iin Rose” is solid and she joins 
the string section for a captivating 
rendition of that tricky instru- 
mental, “The Hot Canary.” The 
orch also scores with another light 
classical piece, “The Galloping 
Comedians,” among a Latin-Amer- 
ican number and another patriotic 
marching number, “The National 
March.” Spitalny  in- 
gratiatingly emcees the show but 
it’s his batoning that gets the chief 
nod. 

Viola Lane, 

the bill, 


the additional 


tunately, starts off slowly with 


| River” while Lewis is batoning the | 


act 
is a change-of-pace | 
Miss Lane, unfor-/} 


| some weak gags and some mildly | 
| effective impressions of such sing- | 
ers as Betty Hutton and Ethel Mer- | 


’ 


| strong mitting with 


cision dance routines and Curley | 


Hamner getting off some okay tap- 
ping in a solo spot. He also clowns 
a bit with Hampton and joins the 
batoneer in a drumbeat duet that 
wins hearty response. The patter 
could be sharpened considerably. 
Hampton is all over the stage, 
emceeing and joining the band. 
Finale includes an aisie-parade 
presentation of “Flyin’ Home” with 
Hamp leaping atop a drum to beat 
out the rhythm in a sock windup. 
Kap, 


‘eid bit, Martin singing “Old 


man. Her Shirley Temple bit 
should be drastically cut down. She 
warms up, however on her Rose 
Murphy takeoff and bows off ta 
a Mae West 
bit, far and away the best in her 
repertory. Term, 





Staniey, Pitt. 
Pittsburgh, Sept. 29. 


Dean Martin & Jerry Leuw*s, 
Marilyn Maxwell, Berry Bros, (3), 
Barr & Estes, Dick Stabile, Max 
Adkins House Orch (15); “The 
Lawless” (Par). 


First stage show at WB deluxer 
in long time is a good one. This 
marks debut of Dean Martin and 
Jerry Lewis in these parts since 
they hit the big time although they 
played a couple of cafe bookings 
before that, but the improvement’s 
staggering. In a theatre, they’re 
even better than in the bistros be- 
cause the boys keep it cleaner 
(hardly a single blue note in their 
whole act, in fact) and the lin- 
guistics stay at a minimum. 

The laughs start the moment 
Lewis comes out late in the show 
to introduce Martin, even before 
the guy opens his mouth, and they 
open up again after Martin 
smartly polished off “I’m With My 
Baby” and “La Vie En Rose,” to 
a squealing accompaniment from 
the pews. From there right to the 
finish, it’s a clean sweep and the 
team earns it. Lewis puts his piping 
voice and simpleton countenance 


guffaws out of the unlikeliest- 
looking stuff, and Martin, besides 
being a handsome guy who ean 
rock a ballad, has developed into 


a comic of ease and authority who | 


compliments Lewis perfectly. Their 


, fire routine, 


orch, is still a walloping piece of 
business and gets howls. 

They’re not the whole show 
either by many means; boys have 
gone to the top drawer for their 
supporting talent. Marilyn Max- 
well heads the added starters, and 
with Ted Weems’ bandglaps across 
a.vocal session solidly. Oozing 
plenty of glamour and s.a., she 
sails through three numbers, “I 
Love the Guy,” “Come _ Rain, 
Come Shine” and “Take a Chance 
With Me” for solid returns. Miss 


Maxwell easily gives the early sec- | 
tion of the unit plenty of stature. | 
Dick Stabile, musical conductor | 


for Martin and Lewis, handles the | 
m.c. chores and likewise batons 
Max Adkins’ house crew and gets 
things off spiritedly with a fast 
band number, then brings on 
Leonard Barr for some sock ec- 
centric hoofing. His gal partner, 
Miss Estes, joins him later and gets 
a chance on her own, too, with 
some acrobatic stuff that’s plenty 
showy. They close with some stand- 
ard impressions which take them 


off big. Following Miss Maxwell 
come the well-groomed Berry 
Bros., and they're still high on 


the list of legmaniacs. Trio, out- 
fitted in top hats and tails, turn 
on the heat immediately with their 
tricky footwork. 
Lewis, by the way, 
session with Martin reveals some 
okay pipes on his own in “Some 
Enchanted Evening,” and Stabile, a 
long-time favorite in these parts 
(in fact, he played his first date 
with his own band in Pittsburgh) 
demonstrates that his lips, placed 
against a sax, have lost none of 
their old magic. Cohen. 


Musie Hall, N. Y. 

“Sketch Book,” Music Hall Sym- 
phony Orchestra, Raymond Paige, 
conductor; Men’s Chorus, Duval, 
The Ivanovs (4), 4 Macks, Glee 
Club, Rockettes; Corps de Ballet, 
with Shirley Keller, Brunhilda 
Roque, Marianne Vickers, Viola 
Crucil, Bettina Dearborn. Produced 
by Russell Markert; settings by 
James Stewart Morcorm; lighting, 
Eugene Braun: costumes, Frank 
Spencer; “The Glass Menagerie” 
(WB), reviewed in Variety Sept. 
20, ’50. 


during his 


In “Sketch Book.” its current 
Stage show, the Music Hall has one 
of its typical extravaganzas, in a 
lush, colorful spectacle that is al- 
ways interesting and _ eye-filling. 
Component parts are all made up 
of first-class production numbers 
or acts, each one ringing the bell, 
Only objection to the proceedings 
are the disconcerting. abrupt tran- 
sitions of mood or pace, in a slap- 


happy sort of programming. that 
finds a fine religioso number im- | 


mediately followed by a magic act 
or an exotic Mexican-flavored 
fiesta interrupted in the middle 
by an anachronistic roller-skating 
turn. Aside from this beef, it’s a 
worthwhile hour’s entertainment. 
Show bows with the Music 
Hall symphony orchestra, under 
Raymond Paige, offering a_ re- 
sounding rendition of the Overture 
to Wagner’s “Tannhauser,” which 


segues into the familiar Pilgrims’ | 


Chorus. This is cue for the curtain 
parting, to show an augmented 
men’s chorus, in religioso pilgrims’ 
garb, proceeding down a hillside. 
to make this number a stirring 
musical-voeal effect. Duval follows 
with his “Symphony in Silk” turn. 
strewing the stage with endless 
yardage of scarves, handkerchiefs 


and assorted cloths in gaily-colored 


patterns, all extracted from an ap- 
parently-empty cylinder: or raising 
real smoke from an invisible pipe, 
and otherwise fascinating his au- | 
dience. 

“Mauve Decade,” feature, which 
follows, has the corps de. ballet | 
in a graceful set of ensemble or 
solo numbers, with some of the 
girls getting an individual chance 
to strut their stuff, and the corps 
as a whole doing some of their 
best dancing in a long while. Shir- 
ley Keller, Brunhilda Roque and 
Marianne Vickers shine in a ma- 
zurka. and Viola Crucil and Bettina 
Dearborn are standout in their 
allegretto. Routine is one of the 
better choreographic studies of 
Fiorence Rogge. 

The Ivanovs, now composed of 


_four men, go through their sock 


has | 


Man , It’s a sock finale, 


horizontal bar gymnastic 
breath-taking single and double 
somersaults and other dazzling 
Stunts on the bars. The clowning 
bit by one of them is rich iz hu- 
mor, but is overdone, and spoiled | 
by some childish anties. In the 
“Mexico” number the glee club 
has its chance to shine with three 
rousing numbers. The Four Macks 


act, in 


sil | have their reliable rollerskz ¥ 
to side-splitting effect, pulling. 2 ae ae 


in “Fiesta Mexicana,” while the | 
incomparable~ Rockettes, attired 
nattily as toreadors, do their sure- 
i Costuming and set- 
ting allow for more originality in 
dance steps than usual, so that the 


‘Jack Carson Heads Talent 
Parade in Chi’'s Annual 
Tele, Electrical Show 


Chicago, Sept. 29. 
Sponsors of this annual Tele- 
vision and Electrical Show at 


the Chi Coliseum have wrapped up 
a topflight roster of talent for the 
third edition. 

Jack Carson has abandoned his 
recent vaude routine and has re- 
verted to a burlesque, slapbang, 
fast hoke session that carries for 
huge yocks. Film comedian muggs, 
wrestles, sings slightly, and regis- 
ters in practically all departments, 
except that he gets too broad once 
in a while, but audience likes it. 

Carson also handles emcee 
chore, bringing on the acts after 
some solid quickies about his re- 
cent engagement at the Shamrock 
hotel, Houston. He has an old 
burly bit with Tommy Welles 
wherein he tries to improve the 
lad’s diction. Welles has some 
fine sessions as straight man all 
through the show. Three Honey 
Bros. score with astounding rune 
ning flips and catches. However, 
majority of the applause and 
jaughter is garnered by member 
of trio who skids all over the 
stage, falls flat on his face, and 
practically annihilates himself 
generally. Tie hanging bit, which 
Carson gets involved in, is hilari- 
ous, and at show caught an acro- 
brat had to be revived after rest 
of the group got too realistic. 

Yvette, blond songstress, gets 
the eve with form-fitting lame 
gown and receives a solid hand for 
her chirping of “How Deep Is the 
Ocean” and other numbers. Her 
love scene with Carson, while a bit 
overlong, is handily done. Artie 
James is refreshing in his work on 
roller skates with his one foot top- 
like twirls getting hefty response. 

Marie MacDonald, in her first 
performance was working under 
the handicap of a cold, but still did 
well in her hastily put together 
stint with Carson on “Go to 
Sleep,” comedy song. Glee club 


finale by entire cast is a strong 
closer. Lou Breese orch backs 
show in capable fashion. Zabe. 


Roxy, N. ¥. 

Dick Haymes, Ben Wrigley & Co, 
(3), The Asia Boys (3), The Col- 
legiatones (4!, Carol Lynne, Skip- 
py Baxter, Lee & Lulling, H. Leo- 
pold Spitalny Chorus, Skating 
Blades & Belles, Roxyeites, Escorts, 


Paul Ash House Orch: “Mister 
380" (20th), reviewed ii VARIETY 


Aug. 23, ‘50. 


Current Roxy layout, second of 
its fall offerings, stacks up as solid 
fare. Following the standard Roxy 
iceshow-vaude format, bill has an 
excellent lineup of acts and is 
smoothly paced and well-staged. 

Headliner Dick Haymes, after a 
slow start, is solid. His manner is 
pleasant and friendly, his voice 
warm and vibrant. Sings ‘“Some- 
body Loves Me,” “Count Every 
Star” and “Sam's Song” to mod- 
erate reception, but scores in a 
suprisingly powerful version of 
“Old Man River.” Singer is also 
good in the finale, with the H. 
Leopold Spitalny chorus and the 
Roxyettes and Escorts joining in 
a production number of “All-Amer- 
ican Rainbow.” 

Remainder of the vauders con- 
tribute nicely to round out this 
part of the offering. Ben Wrigley 


& Co., the Asia Boys and the 
Collegiatones are all reviewed 
under New Acts. 


Ice show has as its theme “Bal 
Masque.” Carol Lynne, a veteran 
of the Roxy ice stage, has the head- 
liner spot here, and does well by 
it. Skater seems to be using a little 
more dramatic technique in her 
work, rather than simply striving 
for figure stunts, which is all for 
the better. Skippy Baxter is flashy 
and exuberant in his solo turn. 
Lee & Lulling do some fine pre- 
cision dancing on skates, the two 
girls simulating tap dancing. Skat- 
ing Blades & Belles work well in 
some nicely choreographed turns. 

Roxyettes and Escorts contrib- 
ute good precision dancing, while 
the Spitalny chorus is excellent in 
some favorite standards. Paul Ash 
house orch does its usual fine job 
of backing. Sets, costumes and 
lighting are all topnoteh. Chan. 


Palace. N. Y. 

Rich & Gibson, Hal Sherman, 
Rollo & Cressy, Bobby Sargent, 
John Steel, Gautier’s Bricklayers, 
Milton Douglas, Lui Fons Troupe 
‘4+; Don Albert House Orch: “The 
Hunchback of Notre Dame” 
(RKO), 








The Palace clientele has settled 
down an audience which virtually 


girls are more fetching than ever, relives ihe old Keith-Albee days. 


Bron 4 


(Continued on page 61) 
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Siegler- Chiffon’ Wrangle Seen 





Struggle between the subscrip-+ 


tion clubs and the New York ticket 


Barter Theatre Driver 


Released in Gun Charge 
Malone, N. Y., Oct. 3. 
Earl Selfe, 25, of Abingdon, Va., 


As Basic Ticket Control Fight issih 2st ne: 


a suspended sentence on a second 
degree assault charge here last 
week on condition that he leave 


brokers, coming to a head for the ‘Brigadoon’ Seen Opening _ the state and “stay away.” Ac- 


just several months, is rapidly ap- 
proaching a showdown. Specifi- 
cally, the issue at the moment is 
principally over allotments for 
“Back Chiffon,” apparent new hit) 
at the 48th Street, N. Y. But) 
basically, the situation involves | 
virtually the entire ticket distribu- 

mn setup, not only in New York 
hit in several major road cities, 
with the accompanying speculative 
overtones. 

4t the moment, the tussle cen- 
ters around a three-cornered dis- 
pute between Sylvia Siegler, presi- | 
dent of the Show-ofthe-Month | 
Club, producer John Wildberg and , 
the ticket brokers operating the | 
Broadway Hit Club. The matter 
has already been carried to the! 
League of N. Y. Theatres and Ac-| 
tors Equity, partners in the ticket | 
code authority, aud may ultimate- 
ly involve legal action. Various 
aspects of the controversy were 
considered yesterday (Tues.) at the 
Equity council meeting, with Miss 
Siegler and representatives of the 
League and the brokers present, 
but no action was taken. 

The wrangle vver “Black Chif- 
fon” concerns a supply of tickets | 
ordered and paid for in advance | 
by Miss Siegler. She claims a 
large proportion of the seats she 
was given were in less desirable | 
locations than as originally agreed, 
and stopped payment on _ her 
check, subsequently giving the 
management another check cover- 
ing the tickets she retained. In 
protests to the League and Equity, 
Miss Siegler charged that the! 
brokers, using the Broadway Hit 
Club, are using unfair methods 
and, in effect, setting up an illegal 
ticket “buy.” Ben Kaiden, presi- | 
dent of the brokers’ association 
and Wildberg, presenter of “Chif- 
fon,” have issued denials. 

Meanwhile, Miss Siegler has 
been forced to abandon plans to 
establish SOMC branches in _ Bos- 
ton and Philadelphia: She _ had 
booked a preview party for “Out 
of This World” in Philadelphia, but 
was unable to obtain tickets, ap- | 
parently because of opposition 
from the Shuberts, who operate 
the theatres where the show is to 
tryout and who thus control the 
ticket supply. 

As indicated recently by the 
number of display ads in the New 

(Continued on page 60) 


Margo Picks ‘Murder’ 
As Dallas ’50 First 


Hate, Murder,” melo-— 





‘|lead dancers 





“Love, 


Florida to Road Bookings 


Florida, which has had _ practi- 
cally no road bookings in recent 


years, may be opened as a touring | 
“Brigadoon.” The | 


territory by 
Alan Jay Lerner-Frederick Loewe 
musical, currently touring under 
the management of John Yorke, 
will play dates in Daytona Beach 
and Miami Beach next February, 
with possible other engagements 
in Orlando, Tampa, Gainsville 
and Ocala. 

Bernard E. Selleven, 


manager of Auditorium Attrac- 


tions, Inc., will sponsor the ap- | 
i 


pearances, 


Boff Ballets De Paris 
In B’way Return With 





New Works, Cast Shifts 


Roland Petit’s Les Ballets de 


' Paris, which had a sock reception | 
,in its bow on Broadway last fall, 


returns Sunday (8) for a four- 
week engagement at the National, 
N. Y. Troupe of 26 is due to fly 
from Paris today (Wed.), arriving 
tomorrow (Thurs.), and is set for 
a preview performance Saturday 
(7) under auspices of the Show- 
of-the-Month Club. Ballet had a 
sellout three-month season at the 


N. Y. Winter Garden last fall, when | 
it grossed $401,000 in 118 perform- | 


ances at a $4.80 top, and presum- 


ably will do as well at the more | 
intimate National, where a more | 


conducive atmosphere will obtain. 
Advance of over $25,000 is already 


|in. National top will also be $4.80, 


with $6 opening night. 

Troupe will include Petit, as di- 
rector-choreographer-dancer, and 
Renee Jeanmaire, 
Colette Marchand and Gordon 
Hamilton, from last season’s visit. 
Miss Jeanmaire hasn’t recovered 
fully from a leg operation last 


spring, and won't dance her famous | 
role in “Carmen,” Miss Marchand | 


substituting, as she did “Carmen” 
in Europe this summer and fall. 
Troupe will repeat “Carmen” and 
“L’Oeuf a la Coque” (“The Boiled 


| Egg”), with Miss Marchand again 
,as star of the latter, and preem 


two works new to the U. S. in “Les 


, Demoiselles de la Nuit” (“Ladies 


of the Evening”) and “Les Forains” 
(“The Strolling Players’). Com- 
pany preemed a new work in Paris 
10 days ago, “Croqueuse de Dia- 
mants” (“Diamond -Thief’’), and 
scored a success with it. This bal- 
let is due to go into the N. Y. 
repertory in the second or third 


general | 


cused of shooting James Lamy, 22, 
of Saranac Lake, in the head last 


| 


Financing Shortage Is Holding Up 
-. Production on Big Number of Shows 





‘Consul’ to Leave Nov. 4; 


| Set for Season Tour 


July 18 after a Barter performance | 


there, Selfe was indicted on a first 
degree assault charge. 

The shooting allegedly followed 
| an argument. Lamy was not seri- 
ously wounded. 


Unusual Finance 
Setup for French 


Ole Olsen and Chic Johnson have 
|what is believed to be a unique 
jfinancing setup for “Pardon Our 
| French,” their revue opening to- 
{morrow night (Thurs.) at the 
| Broadway, N. Y. The arrangement 
|ecalls for the backers to share in 
| the show’s gross until their invest- 
ment is returned, after which 
they'll cut in on the profits. 

| The producer-stars are not only 








‘bankroll, although they are not 
| listed as limited partners in the 
| partnership agreement. The limited 
partners, all friends and «relatives, 
have invested a total of $75,000, 
the biggest single unit being $50.,- 
(000 put up by William P. Lear, 
|Olsen’s son-in-law, a jet plane de- 
signer and resident of Grand 
Rapids. 

The limited partners’ share of 
the gross will be 112%, which 
could come to about $750 a week 
if the show does capacity business. 
They will also get first return of 
operating profit until the produc- 
tion is paid off. After the produc- 
‘tion cost is earned back, the limit- 
ed partners will get 33.3% of the 
profits, including return from all 
subsidiary rights. 

“Pardon Our French” is the first 
Olsen & Johnson show in which 
Lee Shubert has not been financial- 
ly interested and the first in which 
coin from backers has been used. 





COAST EQUITY REBUTS 
REDS’ PAGEANT SMEAR 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 


| Communist attempt to make an 
j}issue of the recent “California 
Story” pageant at Hollywood Bowl 
|! was quickly nailed down last week 
by the local Equity office, which 
| flatly described as a “lie” a story 
'published by the People’s Daily 
World. Rag charged that the script 
‘for the pageant, staged as part of 
‘the California Centennial Celebra- 


drama by A. B. Shiffron, has been week, when Miss Jeanmaire will | tion, contained “‘war-mongering”’ 


optioned by Margo Jones as one, 
of the five new plays she will pre- | 
miere during her winter stock-rep-,| 
ertory season at her Theatre °50, in | 
Dallas. 


lected the remaining four new)! 


make her first local appearance as 
its star. 

Belinda Wright will dance the 
lead in “Demoiselles.” Danielle 


Elysees, has joined the Petit com- 


propaganda which had to be 
' changed at the last minute because 
!east and crew “revolted” and re- 


'fused to go on with the show as 


Producer-director has se-' narmance, from Ballet des Champs | Written. 


Equity’s assistant executive sec- 


scripts, and expects to close option | nany, and will dance the lead in! retary in charge of the West Coast, 


deals for them later this week. 
She will leave about Oct. 15 for 
Dallas, probably accompanying 
most of her resident company, 


“Forains.” She created the lead 
five years ago, when she was 16. It 


was Petit’s first ballet creation, | 


which he did for Elysees when he 


| Ghristopher O’Brien, joined pag- 
eant producer Lloyd Mitchell in 
contradicting the story. O’Brien 
declared that “any suggestion that 


most of whom she will sign this }-oke away from the Paris Opera’ the Equity players in the Califor- 


week. 

Dallas season. opening Nov. 6, 
will continue the setup of former 
years. 
productions (five premieres and 
three classic revivals) running > 
three weeks each, then six weeks 
of repertory of a selection of the | 
best shows from the stock sched- | 
ule. Besides Miss Jones, the Thea- 
ire ’50 staff will include Manning 
Gurian, general manager, dividing | 
his time between Dallas and New | 
York; Jonathon Seymour, stage | 
manager, and Marshall Yokelson, | 
lighting director. 








Guild Options Negro | 


‘Family’ for Broadway 


_“Head of the Family,” George | 
Norford’s all-Negro comedy re-| 
cently tried out at the Westport | 
‘Conn.) Country Playhouse. has | 
been optioned by the Theatre Guild 
for Broadway production this sea- 
son, after a road break-in. The 
presentation will be made in part- | 
nership with John Cornell, who 
Was associated in the strawhat pro- 
duction. Script is being rewritten. | 
_ David Alexander staged the play | 
in tryout, with Frederick O'Neal | 


and Etta Moten co-starred and | 


Ballet. 
Troupe, presented here by the 
Shuberts and Sol Hurok, in asso- 


That is, there will be eight ciation with Arthur Lesser, does a | 


week N. Y. run, 


Dramatist Guild Meet,. — 
Election Set for Nov. 7 


Annual meeting and council elec- 





tion of the Dramatists Guild is ten- | 


tatively set for Nov. 7, at a New 
York hotel to be designated. Nomi- 
nating committee hasn't yet named 


the regular slate of 10 council can- | 


didates and a replacement for the 
late Kurt Weill, but will do so 
shortly. Incumbent officers, headed 
by Moss Hart, president, are not up 
for re-election. 

Guild council is considering 
shifting its regular meeting date 


| from the first Tuesday to the last 
| Monday of each month. Final deci-| jo¢a} opera association, on similar 
| sion will probably not be made un-' matters. Levine will be gone a 
|til after the mémbership meeting | month. 


and’ election. 





Sydney—Al Rosen, U. S. pro- 
ducer, has arrived by plane to look 
over the legit situation. He’s re- 
portedly hoping to arrange an Aus- 
tralian tour for American shows, 


| nia Centennial Pageant revolted. 


_against alleged war propaganda in 
that production is a ridiculous lie.” 
Equity coast chief also called at- 


coast-to-coast tour after the four-| tention to the resolution passed 


'two weeks earlier by the Equity 
| council, condemning communism 
‘and fascism and attacking the cur- 
rent activities of certain groups 
who seek to discrec:i members of 
the entertainment industry. 





Levine to Coast for Pinza, 
| Flagstad Concert Skeds 


Marks Levine, prez of National 
Concert & Artists Corp., is planing 
'to the Coast Friday for huddles 
with some of his major concert 


| artists. He’ll confab, among others, | 


| with Ezio Pinza in L. A. on concert 


| with Kirsten Flagstad in Frisco, 
where she’s now singing with the 


| Pinza, pacted for two Metro pix 
‘a year, will have time for several 
| limited concert tours during the 
| year. It’s considered too late for 
| bookings for the current °50-’51 
' season, but there’s local manager 


Avon Long and Rosetta LeNoire | though probably not his “Good | interest already in dates for the 
| Night Ladies.” ’ 


featured. 


‘following season. 


|general partners, but have also, 
| supplied $175,000 of the $250,000 | 


“The Consul,” Gian Carlo-Menot- 
ti prize-winner, will close Nov. 4 
at the Barrymore, N. Y., and start 
its tour with a three-week stand 
at the Shubert, Boston, opening 
Nov. 6. Engagements will follow 
in Baltimore, Washington, Pitts- 
' burgh, Cleveland, Detroit, Cincin- 
nati, St. Louis and Chicago, mostly 
on Theatre Guild-American Thea- 
tre Society subscription. 

Producers Chandler Cowles and 
Efrem Zimbalist, Jr., hope to pre- 
sent the music drama for a limited 
return engagement in New York 
next spring. 





Set Penna. Circuit For 
Musical Revival Tours; 


Great Waltz Starter 


‘Allentown, Pa., Oct. 3. 


sylvania cities has been formed 
by Manny Davis, whose Allentown 
Light Opera will produce a series 
of touring musicals. First produc- 


tion, “Great Waltz,” starring Wil-| 


bur Evans, will open next Monday- 
Tuesday (9-10) at the Lyric, Allen- 
town; play Wednesday (11) at 
Harrisburg, Thursday (12) in 
Pottsville and Friday-Saturday (13- 
14) in Reading. 

Second production, “Song of 
Norway,” also starring Evans, will 
play the same circuit the follow- 
ing week. Robert Jarvis, produc- 
tion director last summer at the 
Music Circus, Lambertville, N. J., 


is staging the shows, which are | 


completely Equity. If the project 
clicks, other musicals and prob- 
ably straight plays will also be 
toured over the circuit and per- 
haps other cities will be added. 
Evans, incidentally, will prob- 
ably go to Bermuda next March 
or April as producer-director of 
an outdoor operetta season there. 
Meanwhile, he’ll star Oct. 30 in a 
production of “Chocolate Soldier” 
on the “Musical Comedy Time” 
television series on NBC, 


‘Hylton in NY. to Line Up 
Leads for London ‘Kate’ 


Jack Hylton, who will present 





“Kiss Me, Kate” in London early , 


‘next year, arrived in New York 


‘over the weekend to line up three | 


leads for the show. He hopes to 
sign Alfred Drake, Patricia Mori- 
son and Lisa Kirk sometime this 
week to repeat their original parts 
in the Cole Porter musical. 
During his fortnight stay in New 
' York, the London producer also 


‘intends to catch up on the new, 


shows. 


Philly Car Dealer Clan 





Major backer of the forthcom- 
ing production, “Let’s Make an 
Opera,” with an investment of 
$30.000, is a young Philadelphian, 
Herbert Berger, representing a 
syndicate of about 30 relatives and 
friends. He and his associates have 


a share in the Peter Lawrence- | 


Roger L. Stevens revival of “Peter 
Pan” and were brought into “Op- 
era” by Lawrence, who is present- 
ing the production in partnership 
with Show-of-the-Month Club. 

| Berger, said to be under 30 years 
olid, is in the auto accessories 
business and his family are car 
dealers. The entire group are 
described as actively interested in 
legit with a $2,400 investment in 
Kermit Bloomgarden’s forthcom- 





Indpls. Skeds 4 Legits 


Indianapolis, Oct. 3. 


underway Oct. 30 with “Kiss Me, 
Kate” rolling in for five days. 
“Brigadoon” is next, with a three- 
day stand opening Nov. 23, and 
“Oklahoma” arrives Nov. 28 for 
four days. “Two Blind Mice” in- 
terrupts the musical series with 
, a three-day run starting Nov. 9. 


New circuit of secondary Penn- | 


+ Shortage of available legit financ- 


ing, apparently the worst in many 


| ‘ . 
_years, is holding up production of 
‘an unprecedented 


nu.nber of 
shows. According to a survey of 
Managers, agents and _ theatrical 
contracting firms, production is 
stalled on about 30 musicals be- 
cause of insufficient coin. About 
20 straight plays are being held up 
for similar reason. 

Odd angle of the siiuation is 
that there’s figured to be ample 
coin for about half the proposed 
shows, but it’s divided between too 
many of them, so everyone is 
stymied. In each case, some of the 
prospective backers would like to 
pull out of the announced presen- 
tations for which they're commit- 
ted, and put the money in other 
ventures. But each management 
is desperately holding on to the 
i partial financing already pledged 
|and (more or less openly) is trying 
to woo away enough of the bank- 
roll of other producers. In vir- 
itually all instances there’s a time 
, deadline on investor commitments, 
but backers generally are reluctant 
to pull out under such circum- 
stances. 

As an example of how the situa- 
tion is tying up the production field 
|and thus pressuring theatrical sup- 
ply firms, talent, etc., two proposed 
musicals which would involve a 
total investment of about $400,000, 
with several hundred people em- 
ployed, have been hanging fire for 

more than a month because of a 
combined shortage of about $60,- 
000. There are said to be numerous 
other more or less similar cases in 
_the musical field and various more 
in the straight play category. A 
good many proposed productions 
have been abandoned recently be- 
cause of insufficient bankroll, al- 
though some other explanation is 
nearly always given. 
Investor Influence 

An obvious effect of the tight 
coin situation is an increase of in- 
vestor influence in the theatre. Ac- 
cording to leading managers, pros- 
pective backers are steadily becom- 
ing more choosey about shows and 
its becoming necessary to hold 
more and more “auditions” to raise 
money for musicals. And, what 
was unheard of a few years ago, 
prospective angels now frequently 
demand “readings” of straight play 
| scripts. 

One method of dealing with the 
| Situation, developed by Kermit 
|Bloomgarden, is beginning to be 

followed by other producers. That 
is to raise money in minimum units 
and have large numbers of backers. 
Under that system, the individual 
‘investors, each with less at stake, 
tend to have less influence in the 
selection of scripts and other man- 
agerial matters. In Bloomgarden’s 
case, he not-only doesn’t hold 
“readings,” but doesn’t even allow 
potential backers to see the scripts. 
Their only basis for investing in 
his shows is their confidence in his 
judgment. 

With no apparent likelihood of 
a reduction in production and op- 
erating costs, the investment sit- 


{uation will hardly improve in the 
‘immediate future, unless or until 


| Chief ‘Opera’ Backers 


there is an increase in the excess 
profits tax. That would probably 
loosen available investment coin 
immediately. 





Whyte Off to London For 


ing “Legend of Sarah” production. 
| dates for the 1951-52 season, and | 


Season for the Murat here gets 


‘Okla.’ Brit. Tour Tuneup 


Jerry Whyte, musical production 
manager for the Theatre Guild, 
planes to London next Monday (9) 
to supervise tuneup rehearsals of 
the British company of “Okla- 
homa,” which opens its provincial 
tour Oct. 23 in Coventry. Due 
back Nov. 1 on the Queen Eliza- 
beth, Whyte will be stage manager 
of the Rodgers-Hammerstein musi- 
cal edition of “Anna and the King 
of Siam,” besides continuing his 
duties with the Guild. 

John Elliott planes Oct. 13 to 
England to take over tine lead in 
|“Oklahoma,” succeeding Stokely 
_ Gray, who will return to the U. S. 





Houston — Tryout of “Joshua 
Beene and God,” by Cliff Sage and 
Hal Lewis, based on Jewel Gib- 
'son’s book of the same name, 
opens the season at the Alley The- 
atre here. Nina Vance, producer- 
director, will use “Saga of a 
Prairie School,” symphony by Don 
Gillis, of NBC, as a recorded musi- 
‘cal score, 
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Plays on Broadway 


| probing and moving scene between 
'the mother and a psychiatrist in 

- Pearson presen- | 
nen or fet ag gy acts (four | the first scene of the second act, 


ichard h vealing and affecting 
scenes) by Wolcott Gibbs. Stars R and ot er re 
horny Mey At ta eg passages in the rest of that act and 


. Stagec by Burgess Meredith; | the third. ; 
petting and lighting, Boris Aronson; cos Miss Robson, already recognized 


Sumes, Natale Ser® > tas as At ning), as a fine actress, gives a brilliant 


Season in the Sun 


ie CEE, 4s packu deed ugene Steiner | performance as the mother, com-j 30, 90 OG Lr Esta Saltzman 
i. tae... age a te 4 enor? | ining honesty and directness, re- Freddy Neh tn ee og eae Dave Lubriteky 
GOOege CFARS...000++++2° Riewarey Kelly straint and great power. Occasion- | Louis’.........++.+sesere ee tas | 
Emily ray ooelees, Grace Valentine | ally, however, she is not entirely | Pathe UU incon Heaaeee 
Charles Farber...-.++++ +=: ag Me po audible. Anthony Ireland gives a/| Ben Schoenfeld 
gy el Eddie Mayeho# supple, expressive portrayal of the | Beryl.......-...ssssssse0+ Gustav Berger 
Vocus Amaersen.----::-- Doreen Lang | sympathetic psychiatrist and Ray- | Rene Mae Schoenfeld 
Deedy Barton......+++++++: aes Pager mond Huntley succeeds in suggest-| Sam. oo... seeeeee eee ee: Irving Jacobson 
oe on + RRR alia Paula Laurence ing the long-cherished hurt of the | Molly «.+.+++++seeeeereeeeey Molly iow 
ear Dodd. Anthony Ross jealous father. Other believable | y30me ii. Rayla Ostrow 
Will Quigley .......-- Charles smesepeee performances are given by acai lelale eh eR R EPL Celene Rose 
Messenser Boy Stanley Marti) ard Gale as the son, Patricia Mar-. Evelyn..........+-0++0++ Anne Winters 





mont as an affectionate, frightened 
daughter, Janet Barrow as a faith- 
ful maid (Miss Robson, Ireland and 
she were in the original West End 
cast) and Patricia Hicks the 
prospective daughter-in-law. 
Charles Hickman has repeated 
his original staging superbly and 
; : Larry Eggleton, who designed the 
Burgess Meredith’s direction has pritish production, has created a 
exiracted all the comedy inherent replica of the seemingly long-lived- 
‘in the Courtney Burr and Malcolm jn upstairs parlor overlooking the 
Pearson presentation. Thames. Possibly because the lobby 
There are occasional dull of the 48th Street theatre is so 
stretches in “Season in the Sun,” gmail, considerable tobacco smoke 
but there is the timely relief of a qrifts into the auditorium during 
funny line or situation, with the the two intermissions, so there is a 
p'aying by Richard Whorf a key good deal of coughing during the 
facior in maintaining the show's | first two minutes of the second and 
pice. “Season,” specifically, third acts. Hobe. 
about a paragrapher for a smart 
magazine who quits his job to write 
a serious novel. He is plagued by 


Wolcott Gibbs, drama critic for 
the New Yorker magazine, has 
written a sharply witty comedy 
about the foibles and manners ot 
a summer colony at Fire Island, 
N. Y.. and the result spells at least 
moderate success. Here is a special 
play about a special group, and 


as 


is 


Southern Exposure 


® Margo Jones, Tad Adoue & Manning 
an irascible editor who doesn't) Gurian presentation of comedy in three 
, : unit. < if who | acts (five scenes) by Owen Crump ea- 
want him to quit and aw ie sega fo ggg een Ret gad ob gaa 
doesn’t fancy losing the ge Ws: 01 | Little Staged by Miss Jones Set and 
er sband’s job for something so lighting, Frederick Fox; costumes, Kenn 
tebe 2° so as . novel 3arr At Biltmore, N. Y., Sept. 26, 50; 
. i 7 ; ... | 81.80 top. 
Into this setting come such aS- penelope Mayweather....... Betty Littel 


sorted characters as an eccentric Australia| | ........... 
landlady, a call-house madam who | Nery Belle Tucker ... 
likes the sun for a change, a blonde | John Salguod 
babe on the make for the would- | Carol Randall tenes 
; Emmeline Randall ...... 
be novelist, a war correspondent Benjamin Carter ...... 
with an ingrown thirst, a prudish, Tourists: Mady Correll, 
friend visiting with his wife and, Scactuas  Betee, taele Paul, Rth 
finally, the editor who comes on Chandler, Adele Fortin, Bruce Hall, Ben 
. . r . affee, . r, inte ; z : 
the scene to persuade his writer to yo ohn, Denes younton anderson, 
return to the fold. To initiates, Blake, Vincent Rourke. 
there may be little question on escalate 
what real pcople Gibbs based his “Southern Exposure,” comedy by 
characters, almost certainly includ- | Hollywood scriptwriter - producer 
ing some New Yorker figures. Owen Crump, may be satisfactory 
The first act is by far the best | strawhat or little theatre fare, but 
of the three; there is a sharp let-|il’s pretty feeble stuff for a hep 
down in the second, but in the! New York audience. Tailored to 
third the pace sharpens perceptibly. | the routine formula tradition of 
Whorf, of course, is excellent as/|Co2st output (whether film or ra- 
the writer, and Nancy Kelly, as his | dio), with its stock situations and 
wife, gives an effective perform- | inserted gag lines, it is lacking in 
ance. Anthony Ross as the editor; | wit and_ originality. “Exposure” 
King Calder, the war correspond- | looks mighty thin for the chill 
ent; Eddie Mayehoff, as the prud-' stares of Broadway. 
ish visitor; Grace Valentine, the The comedy preemed last spring 
landlady, and Joan Diener, the at Margo Jones’ theatre-in-the- 
babe on the make, also give cred- | round in Dallas, where it was the 
itable perjormances. biggest boxoffice hit in the thea- 
The single setting, a Fire Island tre’s four-year-old history. The 
beach house, is typical and itlustra- | Play’s locale is Natchez, where ac- 
tive. Kahn. |cording to the program, there are 
| three industries, “cotton, oil—and 
| pilgrimage.” Last-named is an an- 
|mnual event, when the town opens 
John Wildberg presentation at geome up its historic private homes to in- 
Shore Fiewn Robson; senturse ‘Anthony ire. Vading tourists, and the townfolk 
Jand, Raymond Huntley. Directed by | dress up in pre-Civil War finery 


Charles Hickman; setting, Larry Eggleton; | : 
Soutumes, Natalie Barth Walker, At den |10F the occasion. 


Evelyn Davis 
Mary Finney 
Vietor Sutherland 
Cameron Mitchell 
Pat Crowley 
Dorothy Elder 
Alan Manson 
Marion Ran- 
Isabel Robins, 


Black Chiffoa 


Street, N. Y., Sept. 27, 59; $4.80 top (3 More precisely, the play concerns 
opening). _ : _, | the impoverished owner of one of 
Frances ne. 2222IDIIL patricia Hieks | these ante-bellum mansions, who 
SEN. ¢sii-eeunaenaees Patricia Marmont | takes in a writer from the Norih 
Servant... .-+-seses-.-.. Janet Barrow | as a roomer. Writer is in Natchez 
Robert Christie epee Raymond Huntley to do an expose of the town and 
Dr. Hawkins ......... Anthony Ireland its inhabitants. Romantic develop- 





ments ensue when the mistress’ 
After more than a year’s run in young niece comes to stay over- 
London and the provinces, “Black night. With this framework, the 
Chiffon” and its original star, Flora author has built up a few situations 
Robson, have been brought to and gag lines based on bedroom or 
Broadway as the second in a suc-) other sex angles, neither funny nor 
cession of transplanted British bright. 
stage hits scheduled for presenta-, Most of the characters, either in 
tion this season. As in the previous | the writing or in the directing, are 


week’s case of Dame Edith Evans | caricatures, while the whole thing | 


and “Daphne Laureola,” the ac- js more or less a libel on the Old 
tress is more impressive than her South worth Senator Claghorn’s at- 
vehicle. Nevertheless, “Chiffon” tention. Several of the lead char- 
is a play of substance, an intense, aciers, as well as some bit parts, 
if somewhat quiet drama, and ap-| are sheer burlesque. One of the 
pears a likely boxoffice click. ‘earicatures is funny at times. in 
“Chiffon” is an unspectacular! Mary Finney’s role as an emcee 
drama whose action is nearly all in-| of assorted tourist groups, but even 
ward emotion rather than physical this one palls after she milks the 
movement. — = A tt rate FO too fully . 
theme, which is skillfully and pene- | a of; : . 
tratingly developed. Dealing with uaen tt ee lg: Acne 
a devoted mother's sudden, appar-| great deal of charm alth aye 
ently inexplicable theft of a silk overdoes the role Pat Ce 1, ° 
nightgown from a depariment store | as her niece who is tt the y 
counter on the eve of her only! won as accom lish 4 "I EACIVE aS 
son's wedding, it delves into the Ccnent job y C6, OCs 80 eX- 
complex emotional situation that | \o oa) — = mot the most 
prompted the deed and indicates G,), - . Mitchell ia. e of the lot. 
the smoldering emotional conflicts | ¢Uricnn snag generally ef- 
that underly her seemingly placid | ‘°° os ith the writer from Ver- 
London family. It then poscs the yg , with a few lapses attributa- 
woman’s dilemma, of whether to Dé to the script. Evelyn Davis has 
ailow her emotional attachment for | 4 few good lines in a better-than- 
her son to be used as a defense, 2Verage performance in a stereo- 
or to plead guilty to the crime and type Negro maid role, and Alan 
face almost certain imprisonment | Manson gives some color and 
in order to save her family the depth to an ulcer-ridden New York 
scandal the defense would involve, | Publisher. But the trite play lets 
Lesley Storm’s writing is fairly them all down. Best thing in the 
reticent, but she doesn't shir a Show is Frederick Fox's fetching 
big scene when she faces one. Thus, | Set—the interior of a Natchez man- 
after a mild opening scene, the sion. Miss Jones, one of the pro- 
drama becomes taut just before the ducers. staged the offering with 
first-act curtain, and there is a long, | little distinction. Bron. 





Yiddish Play 











| Mazel Tev Molly 


| Irving Jacobsen production “i musical 
| comedy in two acts (nine scenes). 

by seced Kalich. Music by Joseph Rum- 
| shinsky, lyrics by Molly Picon, book by 
| Harry Kailmanowich. Stars Miss Picon; 
| features Leon Liebgold, Jacobson. Chore: 


; sets, H. 
ography, Ruth Walton; s Y., Sept. 


dell. At Second Ave. theatre, N. 








Molly Picon, one of the musical- 
comedy staples of New York’s Yid- 
dish colony, is again enlivening the 
lower East Side with the 30th musi- 
cal comedy in which she’s part- 
nered with her husband-director 
Jacob Kalich and composer Joseph 
Rumshinsky. “Mazel Tov Molly” 
is one of the more lively efforts 
of this team, enacted and produced 
with charm and warmth. 

Miss Picon is one of the more 
amazing performers of the Yiddish 
stage. A youngish-looking veteran 
of musicals, Miss Picon has bounce 
and vigor and is a sock performer, 


able to communicate the author’s 
intentions despite the language 


barrier. 

The story itself is fairly slight, 
but colorful incident, good comedy 
and fine theatrical values put this 
piece far above the general level 
of the book. Miss Picon is seen at 
first as* the bride of Leon Lieb- 
gold, a handsome gent with a rov- 
ing eye. 

One of the strongest facets of 
this show is its comedy. Of course, 
Miss Picon is superb in this field. 
There are subtleties and broadness 
in her work, but probably the most 
potent laugh-getter in this opus is 
Irving Jacobson, cast as Miss Pi- 
con’s father. His broad buffooning 
picks up several sagging spots. Mae 
Schoenfeld assists in this depart- 
ment as Jacobson’s second wife. 

A charming gimmick introduced 
in this show is the commentary by 
Kalich, who comes on stage to give 
some production sidelights. 
rest of the cast, including Esta 
Saltzman, Dave Lubritzky, Charles 
Cohan, Ben Shoenfeld, Gustav 
Berger and Fania Rubina, do excel- 
lent bits. 

One of the more charming mo- 
ments in the show are the har- 
monies of three youngsters, Natalie 
Comer, Rayla Ostrow and Celene 
| Rose, playing. daughters of Miss Pi- 
icon. These teensters show well-de- 
| veloped coloratura pipes and pro- 
vide some pleasing harmonies. 

Score is fairly representative of 
| Rumshinsky’s work. It’s tuneful 
/and has some melodies which send 
\the customers away whistling. The 


‘utilitarian book is by Harry Kalma-. 
| nowich. The sets have seen better | 


days, but costuming is fresh and 
| bright. Jose. 


Ballet Review 


Don Quixote 
(MET OPERA HOUSE, N. Y.) 
“Don Quixote,” the fourth and 
|final new presentation this season 
|by the gifted Sadler's Wells Ballet 
|of London, which preemed_ last 
| Friday night (29) at the Met Opera 














| House at the tail-end of the British | 


'troupe’s three-week N, Y. season, 
is a disappointment. A _ choreo- 
| graphic version of the classic Cer- 
ivantes tale created by Sadler's ar- 
|tistic director, Ninette de Valois, 
ithe work had its world preem in 
‘London last February. 

| An ambitious dance study in five 
/scenes about the mad old knight 
| who tilted at windmills and fancied 
| himself the romantic blade and aid 
'to distressed femmes, the produc- 
;tion had an overall dullish effect, 
|despite the appeal of a couple of 
its scenes or situations. Perhaps 
‘the central figure hasn’t been 


limned sympathetically enough, or | 


| less attention has been paid to 
choreographic invention than to 
| miming and posturing. Whatever 
|the case, the ballet is unexciting, 
'Slow and on the longish side, with 
| very few highlights. 
, the Cave of Montesinos and in the 
|jail-cage are exceptions, made 
vivid by a good combination of 
music, choreography and drama. 
Robert Helpmann brings dignity 
and pathos to the central figure as 
he postures about the stage, but he 
has nothing to do in the dancing 
department. Margot Fonteyn makes 
an interesting combination of peas- 
ant girl and lady in her Dulcinea, 
but here, too, she lacks opportunity 
for vivid or standout dancing. 
Roberto Gerhard’s music is of su- 
perior quality, while sets and cos- 
tuming by Edward Burra are ex- 
ceptional. Choreography It: the 
company down. Bron, 





Staged | 


The | 


The scenes in | 


ide Stufl—Lesi 
| oa t 
| Inside Stuft—Legi 
Striking differences of ogjnion continue to be characteristic of the 
New York drama critics in fegard to the new shows this season. For 
example, in reviewing “Southern Exposure” last week, Brooks Atkinson 
(Times) mentioned “the solid phalanx of Dallas people who attended 
| the opening last night and rooted for their team,” while William Haw- 
_kins (World-Telegram & Sun) remarked that “most of the premiere 
house was filled with Lone Star voters, but even out of loyalty they 
/couldn’t laugh very much.” 

Another notable feature of the “Southern Exposure” notices was the 
lone dissent registered by John Chapman (News) in praising the show. 


(Herald Tribune) differed sharply on two of the week’s four openings, 
“Affairs of State” and “Black Chiffon.” Barnes and Chapman were the 
only ones panning the latter entry, while Atkinson joined Richard 
Watts, Jr. (Post) and Arthur Pollock (Compass) in thumbing-down 
“Affairs.”. Watts wrote the only non-rave of “Season in the Sun.” 
expressing complimentary judgment of the author, Wolcott Gibbs, but 
finding fault with the writing of this play. 

Backers of the forthcoming Robert L. Joseph-Alex Cohen revival of 
“King Lear,” starring Louis Calhern, include Joseph, representing 
various anonymous individuals, $6,500; program publisher Arthur Klar, 
$1,950; theatrical ad ‘executive Lawrence Weiner, co-producer Cohen, 
producer Michael Ellis, $1,300 each; attorney Jesse Moss, radio-TV 
producer Howard Todman, general manager C. Edwin Knill, talent 
agent Martin Goodman, $650 each; CBS producer Frank Satenstein, 
company manager Paul Vroom, theatre party agents Lenore Tobin and 
Ivy Larric, general manager Philip Adler, producer Herman Levin, 
ticket brokers Evelyn Trainor and Stanley Bloomfield, Billy Rose, 
Anthony Brady Farrell, pressagent Gary Stevens, actress Elaine Ellis 
and network-recording company executive Manie Sacks, $325 each. 
Number of the minimum investors are participating on a nominal basis 
for friendship’s sake. 





“Red Channels,” the privately-published booklet which purportedly 
lists radio and television personalities with allegedly subversive bac¢k- 
grounds, received a dubious plug during a performance of “Texas, Li'l 
Darlin’” last week at the Great Northern, Chicago. When Loring 
Smith, as publisher of the mythical magazine, Trend, inquires if a 
senatorial candidate has any radical tendencies, such as being a Demo- 
crat, he turned to the audience and, in a stage whisper, asked, “Do you 
suppose he’s listed in ‘Red Channels’?” Ad lib drew a big laugh from 
the crowded house. 


Apparent click of the Wolcott Gibbs comedy, “Season in the Sun,” 
was a cheerful note last week to Broadway managerial ranks, not 
merely the play’s presenters, Courtney Burr and Malcolm Pearson. As 
one producer said: “Maybe he'll make enough money to quit his job as 


critic for the New Yorker, and I won’t have to suffer any more reviews 
of my shows.” 





Actual net operating loss for the 48th Street theatre, N. Y., for the 
1949-50 season was approximately $22,000. That included an operating 
profit of about $13,000 on the four-week engagement of the Uday 
Shankar Hindu dance troupe. 


Leoit Bit 
John Chapman, drama critic of 


the N. Y. Daily News, had a satiric 
column in the sheet Monday (2) 





production of “Edwina” ... Scene 
designer. John E. Blanenchip has 
| been appointed director of the 
asking to be included in a legit’ drama department of the Boys’ 
edition of “Red Channels,” report-; Club of New York. George Young 
edly in preparation... Former si-| will be assistant director and 
lent film star Carmel Myers, widow | Frederick Hall resident leader. A 


of agent Ralph Blum, now living second resident leader is being 
in New York and considering ,8°- sought . . . Billy Mathews is pro- 
ing into legit or television, possibly | duction manager of Eddie 


on a managerial basis... Jacquelyn 
Van Natter is general production 
manager of the Atlanta Opera, | 
‘which opens its season early in No- | 
vember with “Die Fledermaus”... 


Dowling’s production of “Spring- 
board to Nowhere.” Dixie French 
eons seanager of the show, 
with Harry Davies pressagent, and 
John Van Druten will direct “Anna. tineer een ae wee 
and the King of Siam” for Richard | Ra otzy ole rh ct : a. he 
Rodgers and Oscar Hammerstein, | yy} Phy “> — - oe 
II. It will be his first musical as- | age fayers, Kalamazoo, Mich, 
, . +. ain, has returned to New York with 
signment and will follow his direc- | his wife. B : 
tion of his own “Bell, Book and) nod wife, Betty Ebert, associate 
Candle.” Incidentally, Noel Cow- | PPO ryed of the company. He will 
lard previously turned down ‘the spend the winter writing plays and 
“Anna” stint to concentrate on a| @0ing graduate work in drama at 
‘forthcoming book of short stories| New York U. Despite unusually 
/and a second installment of his P00 Weather, the Village Players 
memoirs...Albert H. Rosen has. did about 10% better business than 
gone to the Coast to seek a direc-| im 1949, and the operation will 
'tor for his proposed presentation TeSume next summer. 
_of “Strange Sanctuary”...At an Robert Garland, N. Y. Journal- 
| arbitration hearing last week, La-' American drama critic who suf- 
raine Day was fined $100 for vio- fered a stroke several weeks ago, 
| lating her contract as guest star is due back on the job this week. 
last August at the Falmouth Play- He's been attending matinees the 
P my poenamecee. a. on last few days to catch uv on the 
cer a rich refunded new sx r “hic i , 
| the $500 he had previously with- | ede ee, ee ee 
| held from her $2,000 fee. Actors 
Equity did not participate in the 
case. 
_ Louis Calhern arrived Monday 
, (2) from the Coast to star in the 
_forthcoming revival of “King 
Lear.” John Houseman, who will 
_Stage the production, is: due next | 
week. .. . Claudia Cassidy’s review 
of “Come Back, Little Sheba” last 
| week in the Chicago Tribune was 
;one of the best-written the play 
has received, either in New York 
,or Chicago . . . Warner Bros. and 
George Abbott, who own the Bilt- 
, more, on a 75-25 basis, are re- 
_portedly offering it for sale, at an 
| asking price of $475,000 .. . John 


| 
| 


for the paper ... Terry Lempert, 
formerly assistant to Joseph Heidt, 
Theatre Guild pressagent, is vro- 
duction secretary on the Fred 
Allen and Eddie Cantor television 
shows ... “Justa Buncha Spinach.” 
one-act comedy by Norman Ford, 
which was tried out last summer 
at his Verbank (N. Y.) strawhat, 
has been purchased for publication 
_by Row, Peterson & Co... . Ten- 
/nessee Williams has written the 
foreword for Marian Galtaway’s 
“Constructing a Play,” published 
this week by Prentice-Hall .. . 
Robert E. Sherwood is due in New 
York today (Wed.) after summer- 
ing at his home in England .. . 
Ward Bishop, production stage 
|manager of the Broadway “Kiss 
Me, Kate,” and Don Mayo, stave 
manager, will have the same 2s- 
signments with “Out of This 
| World.” Frank Milton will be as- 
|Sistant stage manager and be in 
the cast of the latter show. New 
si.tf for “Kate” includes Dan 
Brennan as production stage man- 
ager, Angus Cairns as stage man- 
ager and Reed Allyn as assistant. 

Darren McGavin, of the rod 
company of “Death of a Salesmar.” 
spent his vacation recently ‘Vv 
working in a film, on Robert Sti’’- 
man’s “Queen For A Day.” Actor 

(Continued on page 60) 


Toohey is associate to Michel Mok 
| as pressagent for “South Pacific,” 
“Happy Time” and the incoming 
“Burning Bright.” He _ succeeds 
| Ben Kornzweig, who withdrew to 
, handle “Bell, Book and Candle” .. . 
| Ernest Truex will be featured with 
| Josephine Hull in “Golden State” 
|... Producer-director Margo Jones 
_has completed the manuscript of | 
/a book on_ theatre-in-the-round, | 
| to be published by Rinehart this | 
winter . . . Martin Manulis will | 
stage Victor Wolfson’s “Summer | 
House,” which T. Edward Hamble- | 
ton plans to present on Broadway | 
/ late in November. 
' Basil Langton, British actor-di- 
‘rector, is staging Donald Flamm’s, 





and John McClain have reviewed 


As happened so frequently last season, Atkinson and Howard Barnes . 
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Total Legit Grosses 


The following are the comparative figures based on VaRirty’s 
boxoffice estimates for last week ‘the 18th week of the season) 
and the corresponding week of last season: 


This Last 

BROADWAY Season Season 

Number of shows current .............4+ : «i418 17 
Total weeks played so far by all shows.. 308 280 
Total gross for all current shows last week $445,800 $461,100 
Total season’s gross so far by all shows.... $7,103,000 $7,377,900 
Number of new productions so far.,.,.... 9 3 

ROAD 
‘Excluding Stock, Ice Shows and Outdoor) 

Number of current touring shows reported 24 19 
Total weeks played so far by all shows.... 204 195 
Total road gross reported last week...... $549,315 $392,300 


Season's total road gross so far.. 


»++e++ $5,235,935 $4,687,000 








Chi Brightens Up With 4 Shows: 
Texas’ 176, Sheba $16,300, ‘Lil 26146 


Chicago, Oct. 3. 

Chi theatre grosses continued 
healthy last week for all four cur- 
rent shows. Latter half of the 
sianza was particularly strong, with 
business generally sellout on the 
weekend. “Come _ Back, 
Sheba” got critical acclaim for 
Shirley Booth and Sidney Black- 
mer and first Guild week was hefty. 
As the first musical of the local 
season, “Texas, L’il Darlin’”’ is 
drawing convention trade, Most of 
the notices were more favorable 
than the New York reaction had 
been. 

October bookings include 
“Springboard to Nowhere” (tryout), 


next Monday (9), at the Selwyn; | 


“Lady from Paris,” Oct. 10, at un- 
specified theatre; Ballet Russe de 


Monte Carlo, Oct. 16, Civie Opera | 


Hiouse; “As You Like It,” Oct. 23, 
at Erlanger. and “Lost in the 
Stars,” Oct. 30, at Great Northern. 
Estimates for Last Week 
“Come Back, Little Sheba,” Er- 
langer ‘Ist wk) ($3.80; 1,334). 
Healthy $16,300 for the first week 
on subscription. 
“Diamond Lil,” 
wk) ($4: 1,358). 


Blackstone (2d 
Powerful $26,500 


Harris 
$3.80; 1.000). Lush $17,800 for sec- 
ond Guild subscription week. 
“Texas, Lil’ Darlin’,” (Great 
Northern ‘1st wk) ($5: 1,500). Got off 
to fair notices and almost $17,000. 


‘Bright’ Blazing 176, 


for cesar est sig we | ‘DISCIPLE’ 5 AD 156, L. A. 








Little | 


’/ 
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Treacher Modest $4,500, 
| ‘Clutterbuck,’ Atlanta 


Atlanta, Oct. 3. 

“Clutterbuck,” second produc- 
tion of Penthouse theatre, arena 
showcase atop Ansley hotel in 
downtown Atlanta, did a so-so 
$4,500 last week. Critics were kind 
to cast headed by Arthur Treacher, 
but didn’t think much of the play. 
Ann Corio opened iast night 
(Mon.) in “Personal Appearance” 
to capacity business and 
pected to pack Penthouse’s seats 
(at $3 each) for her six-day, seven- 
show engagement. 

Garson Kanin’s “Born Yester- 
day,” starring Anthony Quinn and 
Peggy Walker, closed Saturday 
| night (30) at Penthouse No. 2, the 
same management’s Greek-type 





theatre in ballroom of the Roose- | 


velt hotel, Jacksonville, doing a 
,fair $4,500. This show opened 
Penthouse season here with the 
same principals, garnering a fine 
$6,000. 


STARS’ BRIGHT $48,300, 





Los Angeles, Oct. 3. 
| This season, the 13th, was the 
best yet for the L. A. Civic Light 
Opera Assn., which rang down its 
‘curtain Saturday (30) after 22 
/weeks of operation that brought a 
record $1,147,142 gross. Final of- 
‘fering, “Lost in the Stars,” edged 
‘upward on its concluding session 


In New Haven Tryout $on°" $185,900 for the four-week 


New Haven, Oct. 3. 
Five sellout performances were 
played by “Burning Bright,” which 
preemed at the Shubert last 


Wednesday through Saturday (27-: 


30). Business was mostly advance 
sale, but the show picked up to 
capacity and pulled an estimated 
$17,000 at $3.60 top. 

Current is opening of road tour 
of the Lunts in “I Know My Love,” 
for the full week. Next weck gets 
the D’Oyly Carte’s American tour 
teeolf, Oct. 12-14. Subsequent 
bookings include “Edwina Black” 
‘tryout), Oct. 18-21; 
and Candle” (tryout), Oct. 25-28; 
“Ring ‘Round the Moon” (tryout), 


out), Nov. 13-18. 


“Bell Book 


| Top gross was the Los Angeles 
‘record of $561,492 established by 
“South Pacific” in 10 sellout frames. 
, “Rose Marie” placed second with a 
whopping $208,150 and curtain- 
‘raiser, “The Chocolate Soldier,” 
ran third with $192,000. 

Estimates for Last Week 
| “Devil’s Disciple,” Biltmore st 
/ Wk) ($3.60; 1.636). Painful $15,000, 
despite Theatre Guild tickets; in 
ithe red. 
| “Tee Follies of 1951,” Pan Pacific 
: Aud. (4th wk-8 days) ($3.60; 6,600). 
'Wound up its shortest L. A. run 
| With a fine $97,000. 
| “Burning Bush,” Coronet (2d wk) 
| ($3.60; 255). First full week so-so 
$2,000, about breaking even; still 


} 


upcoming to keep it going for a 


is ex- 


‘Barrier’ Sad $7,500, D.C., 
Cancels Tryout Tour 


Washington, Oct. 3. 

Michael Myerberg and. Joel 
Spector musical drama, “The Bar- 
rier,’ starring Lawrence Tibbett 
and Muriel Rahn, shuttered after 
its initial tryout week at the 
Gayety because of brutal biz. With 
the 1,500-seater scaled from $4.20, 
| Piving it a potential take of about 
| $26,000, the gross was a flop $7,500. 
Though the show’s racial theme 
|; may have hurt to some extent, 
‘knockout was dealt by the over- 
whelmingly adverse notices handed 
the new opus. Musical was re- 
viewed both by drama desks and 
music critics, who turned a general 
thumbs-down on what was ad- 
mittedly a noble experiment. De- 
spite the bad beginning, co-pro- 
ducer Mverberg insisted he is still 
headed for Broadway with the pre- 
sentation, with an October 16 
preem in the works. Cancelling 
not only the skedded second week 
at the Gayety, but also a week in 
Baltimore and two in Boston, the 
show will be given a general ovei- 
hauling before its Broadway try. 

Left dark by the abrupt “Barrier” 
closing, the Gayety has the follow- 
ing bookings for the next four 
weeks: “Curious Savage” (tryout), 
Oct. 9 for two weeks, and “The 
Relapse” (tryout), Oct. 23. 








| 


‘Madam’ $42,010, 


| 


Savage $11,700, 


Boston, Oct. 3. 
Legit was spotty here last week, 





home” sharing patronage. New 
‘John Patrick play, “Curious Sav- 
age,” received mixed notices, gen- 
erally on the unfavorable side, and 


j 


irewriting and 
| progress. “Call Me Madam,” also 
| visions, had another absolute ca- 
|pacity week, but “Pardon Our 
|French” had costly going in its 
fourth and final week, at least one 
too many. 

Estimates for Last Weck 





| wk) ‘M-$4.80-$6; 1,700). 


| 
| 


First full 
‘ord, $42,010, at 


the high scale; 

‘pulls out next Saturday night (7) 

{for New York. 
“Curious Savage,” 


| Wilbur (1st 
|wk) ($3.60: 1.200). 


Russell Lewis 


|& Howard Young production drew | 


‘a mild $11,700 for its opener; con- 
\tinues this week, after which the 
; house goes dark. 

“Oklahoma,” Colonial (ist wk) 
($4.80; 1,576). Rodgers and Ham- 
;merstein musical, in for the ump- 
jteenth visit, started slowly with a 
$21,200 stanza; continues this week 
jand next. 
| “Pardon Our French,” Opera 
House (4th wk) ($4.20; 3,000). Four 
weeks was more than necessary, 
| particularly for this huge house; 
'finale drew only a trifle over $20.- 
000, deep in the red. Moved out 
‘veceemed night (30) for Broadway. 





Nov. 1-4. and “Bless You All” (try- has some pre-sold theatre parties ‘Salesman’ Slim $15,500 
? 





Shows in Rehearsal 


Keyvs: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD ‘Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). 

“Bell, Book and Candle” (C)— 
Irene M. Selznick; John Van 
Druten, dir, 

“Country Girl” (D) — Dwight 
Deere Wiman; Peter Glenville, dir. 


“Day After Tomorrow” (C) — 


John Shubert; Gerald Savory, dir. 


“Edwina Black” (D) — Donald 
Flamm; Basil Langton, dir. 


“Guys and Dolls” (M)—Feuer | 


& Martin: 
dir, 
_ “Hilda Crane” (CD) — Arthur 
Schwartz: Hume Cronyn, dir. 
_ “Out Of This Werld” (M)—Saint 
Subber & Lemuel Ayers; Agnes de 
Mille, dir, 

“Streetcar Named -Desire” (D) 
‘Road)—George Brandt, William 
S. Levine & Mex Siegel. 


HOLLYWOOD 

_ “Ballet Ballads” (M)—Dick Mar- 
in, Jerome Moross, Bruce Savon. 

“Medium” and “Telephone” (O) 
—James A. Doolittle. 

“Red, White and Blue” (R)—Le- 
Roy Prinz and Owen Crump, for 
American Legion; Prinz, dir. 

‘Strietly Dishonorable” (C) — 
~—Paul P. Schreibman and Harold 
J. Kennedy; Kennedy, dir. 


George S. Kaufman, 


time. 

“Lost in the Stars.” Philharmonic 
| Aud. (4th wk) ‘$4.80; 2,670). Built 
‘to a fine $48,300 for the finale. 


S. F. Prefers ‘Blondes’; 
$39,000 for 2d Week 


San Francisco, Oct. 3. 

Town's sole legit, Gene Mann's 
“Gentlemen Prefer Blondes,” with 
Gertrude Niesen and John Boles, 
chalked up a rousing $39,000 last 
week for its second frame at the 
'1,775-seat Curran. 

The big gross was in spite of 
heavy competition from opening 
of Frisco Opera season, biggest 
musical and social event of the 
vear. 


‘Mice’ Moderate $10,800 
In Buff; Roch. Split 


Rochester, Oct. 3. 

“Two Blind Mice,” starring Mel- 
vyn Douglas, had only moderate 
going last week in a split between 
the Erlanger, Buffalo, and the 
Auditorium here. Gross for the 
semester reached $10,800. Samuel 
Spewack comedy it at the Royal 
Alexandra, Toronto, this week and 
then plays His Majesty's, Montreal. 

Receipts for the Harald Brom- 
ley presentation were underquoted 
for the previous week, the grossing 
hitting exactly $13,900 for eight 
, performances at the Cass, Detroit. 








In Western 1-Nighters 


. Boulder, Col., Oct. 3. 


erally slim pickings last week in 
be string of one-nighters ending 
here Saturday (30). The Arthur 


| Miller drama totalled only about 
, $15,500 for the stanza, less than 
| enough to pay expenses, consider- 





ing the transportation costs. Dates | 
included the Capitol, Salt Lake’! 


‘ity, Monday-Tuesday (25-26); 
' Auditorium, Pueblo, Thursday (28); 
‘Chief, Coiorado Springs, Friday 
| (29), and the Macky auditorium 
, here Saturday. 
| Production is playing the Audi- 
,torium, Denver, the first half of 
| this week and the Home, Oklahoma 


, City, the second half, then spends 


‘all next week at the Music Hall, 
‘Kansas City 


‘Ear’ Aches at $14,200, 


Ist Wk., Cass, Detroit 
Detroit, Oct. 3. 

“Lend An Ear” did a poor $14.- 
200 at the Cass in the first week 
ot a fortnight run. Ticket sales 
are reported brisker for the see- 
ond round. 

Katharine Hepburn’s “As You 
Like It” revival is due at the house 
Oct. 9 for a forinight stay. The 
Shubert still is shuttered, with no 
prospect of a reopener, 





French 206, Hub 


with three tryouts and a return | 
visit of the indestructible “Okla- | 


got mild patronage as extensive , 
recasting was in| 


/in the throes of pre-Broadway re-. 


“Call Me Madam,” Shubert (2d. 


week racked up a new house rec- | 


“Death of a Salesman” had gen- | 


Broadway B. 0. Continues Lively; 





Business was lively on Broadway 
again last week. The opening of 
four new 
factor, but the tourist influx and 
the general seasonal uptrend were 
probably more responsible. Even 
more than in recent weeks, nightly 
receipts followed the winter pat- 
tern of a steady build to sellout 
proportions Saturday night, when 
even the weak draws profited from 
slop-over patronage from the 
smashes. 

Of the new entries. “Affairs of 
State” and “Season in the Sun” 
got away to turnaway business, 
with “Black Chiffon” making a 
promising start. “Southern Ex- 
posure” is a doubtful entry and 
the previous week's “Daphne 
Laureola”’ is about holding its own, 
with large advance sale a factor. 

Two openings due this week are 
“Pardon Our French” and “Gia- 
conda Smile,’ and there are two 
more slated for next week. The 
| Arena’s siock offering, the dual- 
bill “*‘Medium” and “Telephone,” 
i will close next week, and at least 
one other current show is a doubt- 
ful prospect to continue. “The 
Consul” shutters Nov. 4 to go on 
| tour. 

Total gross for all 18 shows last 
week was $445,800, or 84.79° of 
/eapacity. The previous week's 


85.06° of capacity. 
Estimates for Last Week 
| Keus: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). 
Other parenthetiec figures refer, 


of seats and capacity gross. Price 
includes 20° amusement tax, but 
grosses are net: ie., exclusive of 
tax. 

“Affairs of State,” Royale (1st 
wk) (C-$4.80; 1,035; $26,800). First 


ity, but premiere press list held 
the gross at over $26,200. 
“Black Chiffon,” 48th Street (1st 


wk) (D-$4.80; 925; $22,165). Opened | 


last Wednesday night (27) to six 


favorable notices (Atkinson, Times; | 
McClain, Jour-' 
World- ; 


Coleman, Mirror; ; 
nal-American; Hawkins, 
Telegram & Sun; 


Barnes, Herald Tribune; Chapman, 
/ News); first six performances (in- 


‘eluding $1,600 preview) grossed 
‘about $13,400. 
| “Cocktail Party,” Miller ‘37th 


i wk) (C-$4.80; 940; $21,600). Over 
$16,200 ‘previous week, $16,700). 

“Daphne Laureola,’ Music Box 
(2d wk) (CD-$4.80; 1,012; $25,000). 
$21,000 ‘previous week, 


| Almost 

| $21,900). 
| “Death of A Salesman,” Morosco 
(86th wk) (D-$4.80; 914; $23,800). 


/Over $14,800 ‘previous week, | 
| $14,800). ; 
| “Gentlemen Prefer Blondes, 


| Ziegfield (43d wk) (M-$6; 1,628; 


$48,244). Almost $48,200 ‘previous . 


| week, $47,700). 

| “Happy Time,” Plymouth (6th 

i wk) (C-$4.80; 1,063; $29,019). Near- 
ly $26,400 ‘pervious week, $24,900). 

| “Kiss Me, Kate,” Shubert (91st 
wk) (M-$6; 

$40,900 ‘previous week, $40,700). 

| “Member of the Wedding,” Em- 

' pire (39th wk) (D-$4.80; 1,082; $24.- 


000). Nearly $18,700 ‘previous 
' week, $18.000). 

| “Mister Reberts.” Alvin (132d 
wk) (CD-$4.80; 1.360; $34,276). 


About $29,300 ‘previous week, $28,- 2 


| 500). 

| “Peep Show,” Winter Garden 
' (13th wk) ‘(R-$7.20; 1,519; $53,000). 
| Almost $51,900 ‘previous week, 
| $50,400). 


$25,000). 
night (28) 
‘Atkinson, 


wk) (C-$4.80; 1,064; 
‘Opened Thursday 
to seven affirmatives 
/Times; Barnes, 
Chapman, News; Coleman, Mirror; 
McClain, Journal-American; Haw- 
kins, World-Telegram & Sun; Pol- 
‘lock, Compass). and one 
(Watts, Post); first five perform- 
‘ances, $13.400 ‘including a $1,400 
' preview). 

“Southern Exposure,” Biltmore 
‘(ist wk) (C-84.80: 920; $22,600). 
‘Opened Tuesday night +26) to one 
pro (Chapman, News) and seven 
cons ‘Atkinson, Times; 
Hierald Tribune; Chapman, News; 
Coleman, Mirror; McClain, Journal- 
American; Hawkins, 
gram & Sun: Pollock, Compass; 
Waits, Post); first seven perform- 
ances, over $6.000. 


“South Pacific.” Majestic (76th 


wk) (M-S6; 1.659: $50,185). Same as 
always. near‘:yv $59.300, ° 

“The Consul.” barrvmore +25ih 
wk) (O-$4.80-$6; 1,066; $23,000). 


shows was perhaps a, 


total for 14 shows was $381,700, or | 


respectively, to top price, number | 


eight performances topped capac- , 


1,361; $40,857). Over | 


“Season in the Sun,” Cort (Ist, 


Herald Tribune; | 


SO-SO | 


Barnes, | 


World-Tele- , 


‘Affairs’ $26,200, ‘Chiffon’ $13,400 in 6, 
‘Season’ $13,400 in 5, Peep $51,500 


About $18,500 ‘previous week, $20,- 
100): closing Nov. 4 to tour. 

“Tickets, Please.” Coronet (23d 
wk) (R-$4.80; 998; $26,600). Topped 
$17,600 (previous week, $16,300). 

Stock 

“Medium” and “Telephone” 
(llth wk) (O-$3; 500; $10,600). 
About $3,000 (previous week, $3,- 
500): closes Oct. 14, with “Arms 
and the Man” scheduled to open 
Oct. 19. 

Openings 

“Giaconda Smile,’ Lyceum (D- 
$4.80; 995; $22,500). Aldous Hux- 
ley play, co-starring Basil Rath- 
bone and Valerie Taylor, present- 
ed by Shepard Traube; production 
was financed at $60,000, cost $38,- 
000 (excluding $17,000 in bonds and 
deposits) and can break even at 
about $11,000; opens Saturday 
night (7). 

“Pardon My French,” Broadway 
(R-$6; 1,900; $56,000). Olsen and 
Johnson show was financed at $250,- 
000, cost around $250,000 ‘exclud- 
ing approximately $25,000 in bonds 
and deposits) and can break even 
at about $30,000; opens tomorrow 
night (Thurs). 

Future Dates 
“Legend of Sarah,” Fulton, Oct. 


11. 

“Call Me Madam,” Imperial, 
Oct. 12. 

“Burning Brigkt,” Broadhurst, 
Oct. 18. 


“Curtous Savage,” Beck, Oct. 24. 

“Mrs. Warren’s Profession,” 
Bleecker Street, Oct. 24. 

“Day After Tomorrow,” Booth, 
Oct. 26. 

“Hiida Crane,” Coronet, Nov. 1. 

“Country Girl,” unspecified the- 
atre week of Nov. 6. 

“Relapse,” unspecified 
week of Nov. 6. 

“Lady’s Not for Burning,” Roy- 
ale, Nov. 8. 

“Guys and Dolls,” 46th Street, 
Nov. 9. 

“Bell, Book and Candle,” Barry- 
more, Nov. 14. 

“Ring ’Round the Moon,” Beck, 
Nov. 23. 

“Golden State,” unspecified the- 
atre, Nov. 25. 

“Out of This World,” Century, 
Nov. 20. 
| “Bless You All,” Hellinger, Dec. 


theatre, 


Pollock, Com-: 44 
pass; Watts, Post) and two pans, 


“King Lear,” unspecified theatre, 
“Dec. 25. 


‘Like It’ $27,700 


| 


‘Sarah $8,400, Phila 


| Philadelphia, Oct. 3. 

With four shows on the boards 
last week, Philly legit was as ac- 
,tive as it’s been in years. Busi- 
ness was spotty, however, with two 
touring presentations getting 
healthy trade and two tryouts get- 
ting little attention. 


Estimates for Last Week 


“As You Like Kt,” Shubert ‘1st 
wk). Katharine Hepburn revival 
was a solid draw from the start, 
|copping a fine $27,700 for the 
stanza. 

“Lady From Paris,” Erlanger 
‘(Ist wk). Revised operetta, for- 
merly titled “Music in My Heart,” 
/received a dubious critiea) rating 
| and skimpy boxoffice play; $10,- 





“Legend of Sarah,” Locust (1st 
wk). Good notices failed to wake 
up the local citizenry for the 
initial week, so the take reached 
only $8,400 on this tryout. 

“Mister Roberts,” Forrest ‘4th 
wk). Touring smash put together 
another profitable semester at 
| $22,700; two more weeks to go. 





‘Kate’ Capacity $35,100 
In Solo Balto Week 


] Baltimore, Oct. 3. 

| “Kiss Me Kate” was a solid sell- 
out at Ford's here last week, wind- 
‘ing up with a smash total ef over 
$35.100. Turnaway biz reached 
such proportions that disappointed 
customers took to writing letters 
‘demanding a reason why musical 
didn’t book a two-week = streteh, 
which it turned out would have 
been a natural. 

“The Barrier,” new musical star- 
ring Lawrence Tibbett and Muriel 
Rahn, originally set for Oct. 9. has 
been canelled and the next book- 
ing will be “Mister Roberis,” Oct. 
23. 


, 
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Plays Out of Town 


Burning Bright 
New Haven, Sept. 27. 
Richard Rodgers and Oscar Hammer- 
stein [1 presentation of drama in three 
acts (our scenes) by John Steinbeck. 
Siars Kent Smith, Barbara Pel Geddes, 
Howard Da Silva; features Brooks Martin. 


Directed by Guthrie MecClintic; scenery 
and lighting, Jo Mielziner; costumes, 
Aline Bernstein. At Shubert, New Haven, 


Sept. 27. ’59; $3.60 top. 

Joe Saul F Par Kent Smith 
ip, ge “Hoeward Da Silva 
BOOEEMON.. .5c4csevs Suarbara Bel Geddes 
Victor Brooks Martin 


On the premise that there is a 
numerically sufficient audience 
preterring stimulation to straight 
escapism, John Steinbeck’s new 
opus with its somewhat prophetic 
title. should glow within the Broad- 


wiv incandescent firmament weil 
into the present semester. For the 
plavgoer who prefers not to check 
his grav matier along with his 
over apvarel on the way in. this 
work offers a rewarding exper!- 
ence, both emotionally aad intel- 
lectualls It requires plenty of, 
concentration to absorb its full 


content. but the result is worth 
the effort. 

“Burning Bright” will 
imprint on the current 
on'y as a well written, 
and directed play but 
emploving a most novel 


technique. Basically, its 


leave 
season 
well 


also 


an 
not 
acted 
as one 
exposition 
theme Is 


simple, being the story of a young 
wife’s attempt to bring happiness 
to heT Sterile. middle-aged  hus- 
band. who craves parenthood. This 
she does by bearing him a child 
sired. without his knowledge, by 
a vounger man. The outcome ol 
this decision lends itself to telling 
Crama. What might hav been a 
distasteful subject is handled with 
such sineerity and lack of the 
sordid that it rates praise for its 


effective treatment. 

Author achieved a brilliant 
stroke in pointing up the universal 
nature of his plot by setting his 
four scenes against completely dit- 
ferent backgrounds, yet maintain- 
ing an unbroken story thread. Thus 
an onening act located in a circus 
Cressing tent wav to a 
ond stanza set on a farm, a third 
act in master’s quarters on ship- 
board and an epilog in a hospital 
room. The four characters in- 
volved depict those various walks 
of life but they all have the com- 
mon denominator of the probiem 
thet constifutes the play’s thesis 

Steinbeck has created a provoca- 
tive piece of stagecraft and dressed 
it in wordage of considerable depth 
and merit. His is dialog that is 
exceptional not just by chance. It 
is evident that he moulds his 
phrases with the precision of a 
skilled artisan. His philosophy 
embodies the thought thet despite 
the depths to which the human 
animal sometimes sinks, there is 
within the race a shining light that 
breaks through all attempts to 
obliterate it. Title “Burning 
Bright” is taken from a William 
Blake verse that raises the ques- 
tion. “Did the same creator who 
made the docile lamb also create 
the fearful tiger?” 

A potently talented cast carries 
out varied assignments with out- 
standing merit. Shifting from a 
circus acrobat to a farmer, to a 
sea captain and finally to just 
plain Joe Citizen. Kent Smith 
gives to the role all the flexibility 
it demands. Barbara Bel Geddes, 
traversing a companion gamut, is 
adroit in interpretation as well as 
p'iysically appropriate. She = car- 
ries the solo femme burden well. 
Howard Da Silva upholds his star 
billing with a palm-pounding per- 
formance that pictures him as the 
eternal family friend, in this case 
a clown, then a farmer, then a 
seafarer. Brooks Martin’s playing 
of the young “stud” member of 
the clandestine alliance is first 
class thesping. 
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Guthrie McClintic’s direction 
SAMUEL FRENCH 
SINCE 1830 


Play, Brokers and 


Authors’ Representatives 


25 West 45th Street, New York 
1623 Sunset Bivd., Hollywood 46, Cal 








carries on his high standard. He 
has capitalized on the absorbing 
possibilities of this script with an 
efficient combination of pace, em- 
phasis and delivery. What Jo 
Mielziner has done with a_ few 
trappings and some lights must go 
down in the books as an outstand- 
ing accomplishment in stage scenic 
effects. He displays perfect blend- 
ing with the essence of the story 
development, shuns the obvious 
and challenges the imagination of 
the audience. Aline Bernstein has 
added a_ visual with good 
costuming. 

The Richard Rodgers-Oscar Ham- 


assist 


merstein, Il, producing team, 
which has long since proved its 
abilitv to succeed in realms other 
than musical, rates bows tor cour- 
age in tackling this one and for 
the fine overall presentation of 1it. 
Bone. 
c,h >. 
fhe Barrier 
Washington, Sept. 26. 
Michael Myerberg and Joel Spector 
presentation of music drama in two acts 
(theee seenes), book and lyrics. Langston 
Iluzhes: music, Jan Meverowitz Stars 
Lowrence Tibbett. Muriel Rahn; features 
Wilton Clary Staged by Michael Mver- 
berg musical direction Toel Spector: 
chovreozraphy. Charles Weidman ana 
Doris Humphrey: setting. H. A. Condell 
At Gavety, Washington, Sept. 26, 750. 
William Lorenzo Herrera 
Sally Charlotte Holloman 
Reri Grist. alternate 
Ser ie. alae eaves 4 Dolores Bowman 
Ruther chase ves Laurence Watson 
Oversee Victor Thorley 
Col Norw d I vrence Tibbeit 
Paul Elmer. alternate 
Cora |! \ Muriel Rahn 
Urvlee Leonordos, alternote 
read Higgins Riehard Dennis 
Bert Wilton Clary 
Edward Wellman. altern-te 
Storekeepet Robert Tankerstles 
Uncertakei Jesse .Jncobs 
Assistant S‘uart Hodes 
DANCE SFQOUENCE 
Young Norwood sung by Lawrence Tibbett 
Vouns Norwood danced by Mare Breiux 
Youn? Cora sung bs Charlotte Hollomon 
Voung Cora danced bs Josenhine Keene 
Bride Ilelene Ellis 
“The Barrier,” operatic version 


of Langston Hughes’ drama of race 
conflict, is a might-have-been that 
make the grade and 
strangles in the tortuous passages 
of its music. It’s a shame because 
there is much promise in the 
violent power of the Hughes story, 
and a truly magnificent singing 
performance bs Muriel Rahn, 
backed by strong performances by 
Lawrence Tibbett and Wilton 
Clary. But, except in the final 
scene, the musical score is a ball 
and chain. 

The 


fails to 


sO 


well known—the 
on his estate in 
Ceorgia with his Negro house- 
keeper-mistress and their four 
mulatto children toward whom he 
shows considerable kindness and 
for whose education he provided. 
However, he says they are Negroes 
and must not forget their place. 
nor presume to call him “father.” 
The oldest son, Bert, insists upon 
following his “white side,” refuses 
to be obsequious in the little 
Georgia village and uses the front 
door ot the plantation house. When 
Col. Thomas Norwood angrily re- 
bukes him, Bert. played by Wilton 
Clary, strangles the colonel and 
flees from the mob he knows will 
be after him. The mob chases him 
through a swamp and back to the 
house, where it corners him. There 
Bert commits suicide. Miss Rahn 
plays the Negro housekeeper who 
trices to protect her children and 
at the same time occuvy the place 
Col. Norwood has set for her. 

Jan Meyerowitz has done a score 
which represents the racial conflict 
in a contusion of dissonances and 
flat passages, with virtually no 
melody except in the final scene 
in which Miss Rahn sings of her 
ear'y romance with the Colonel— 
30 vears ago. This aria, filling in 
the period while the mob is off 
chasing her son, conjures up a 
ballet representation of the young 
lovers and of the colored girl's 
disappointment when the Colonel 
brings home a wife. The _ ballet 
seems artificially stiff and out of 
place in the midst of the bloody 
violence. What's more, although it 
depicts events cirea 1920. the male 
dancer — representing the young 
colonel—is costumed like a min- 


story is 
planter living 
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strel end-man of the mid-19th cen- 
tury, without the burnt cork. 

Miss Rahn gets what little 
melody there is in her songs and 
makes the most of her selections. 
Tibbett generally pounds at the 
flat. colorless music and is so in- 
tent upon working a Dixie accent 
into his voice that his enunciation 
of the lines suffers. Nice job is 
done by Wilton Clary as the violent 
son. 

Despite the opera format, which 
seeks to operate in the mould of 
productions like “The Consul” and 
“The Medium,” the spoken lines 
of some of the minor characters 
fit nicely and offer relief from the 
singing. Dancing of Mare Breaux 
the voung Norwood and Jose- 
phine Keene the young Cora 
is good, but suffers from the un- 
even choreography of Charles 
Weidman and Doris Humphrey. 

Lowe. 


as 


as 


Paris 


26. 


oper- 


ry . 
The Lady From 

Philadelphia, Sept 
Steininge r 
etta in two acts; book, Patsy 
Ivrics, Forman Brown; 
Jose Ruben; Tchaikowsky melodies adapt- 
ed by Franz Steininger. Stars Marthe Er- 
rolle, Helmut Dantine, Lrene Bordoni; fea- 


presentation of 
Ruth Miiler; 
additional dialog, 


Franz 


tures Della Lind, Sig Arno, Charles Fred- 
erie ks Patricia Bowman. Directed by 
Jose Ruben: choreography, Anthony 
Nelle; setiings and lighting, Furth UII, 
man Entire production under super- 
vision of Franz Steininser, At Erlanger 
Philadelphia, Sept. 26, °50 
Andrew Carnezie Marvin Goodis 
Tchaikovsks Helmut Dantine 
Lester Mathews John Giuliano 
Mrs. Mathews Lillian Thomason 
Victor Herbert John Stamford 
Carnegie’s Niece Delphina Brownlee 
Tanya Irene Bordoni 
Nikki Charles Fredericks 
(Alternate, Wim. S. Difenderfer) 
Desiree Artot ‘ Marthe Errolle 
Maurice Schumann Siz Arno 
Nikki’s Orderly John Pelletti 
Natasha Kitty Mattern 
Gvyosv Girl Yolanda Dennis 
Princess Katherine Della Lind 


(Alternate, Emily Stephenson) 


Taranova Patricia Bowman 
Trevak Dancer Rasna Polinoiff 
Nikki’s Housekeeper Thelma Dalpe 
Mischa Alfred Zezga 
Wardrobe Mistress Sonia Swan 
Premier Danseur Robert de Vove 
Lord Chamberlain William S. Difenderfer 
Sinvsers, Dancers: Sigrid Ahern, Uona 
Bodor. Delvhina Brownlee, Thelma Dalpe, 
Yolonda Dennis. Vivienne Dupree, Sofia 
Karin, Emily Steohenson, Sonia Swan, 
Lillian Thomason, Ken Carroll. Louis Ray- 
mond, Willism §S Difenderfer, Marvin 
Goodis, Jack Harrold, John Juliano, Philip 
Letich, John Scott Stamford, Adele Aron, 
Ruth Cassell. Miriam Demar,. Bunnv Fos- 
ter Anna Frave Donna Jeon Henry, 
Tischa Horn. Loretia MoiTat. Beverly New 
decker, Yolanda Novak, Doris Padzett. 
fean Lee Schoch. Joan Sorenson, Jerry 
Fries, Deni Lamont, Kenneth Lawrence 
Frank Marasco, Lester Russon, Charles 
ZULK @aibiaie -- - -- “= 


This operetta, “The Lady from 
Paris.” is a revised edition § of 
“Music in My Heart,” which 
preemed at the Shubert, Philly. in 
September, 1947. “Lady.” which 
reopened the Erlanger legit 
house, will go to Chicago after its 
local break-in. 

As “Music in 
duced under the West Coast man- 
agerial aegis of Henry Duffy and 
staged by Hassard Short, the show 


as a 


My Heart,” pro- 


got rather good local notices and 
enjoved two terrific weeks, with 
frantic attempts being made to 


hoid it over for a longer period. 
At that time local playgoers were 
comparing it favorably to “Blossom 
Time.” Its history after that is fa- 
miliar—thumbs-down notices on 
Bro:dway, an attempt by the man- 
agement to force the issue with 
extra advertising and plug*ing and 
the eventual folding after a few 
weeks. 

Franz Steininger, who adapted 
the Tchaikowsky seore for this 
operetta originally as well as con- 
cucting the orch, stiil had faith in 
the possible welding of Tchai- 
kowsky’s life and melodies into a 
light musical, even if Duffy and 
Short had given up the idea. Ac- 
cordingly Steininger, having dug 
up a bankroll, is now the producer 
of “The Lady from Paris.” 

In its now form, the piece got 
generally bumped by all the crix 


here, although they sti]! raved 
about the score. Chief criticism 


(Continued on page 61) 
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had one week off, but was given 
three days extra by producer 
Kermit Bloomgarden to finish his 
stint. 


Tom Kilpatrick, for the last 10. 


years general manager and press- 
agent for Brock Pemberton, has 
optioned Richard P. Bissell’s novel, 
“A Stretch on the River,” which 
the author and Noel Houston are 
dramatizing ... Lillian Hellman is 


reportedly working on a new play | 


which Kermit Bloomgarden would 
produce. She's meanwhile set aside 
a musical which she and Leonard 
Bernstein have in mind... Lillian 
Gish has succeeded Patricia Col- 
linge in the femme lead of “Curious 
Savage,” which is now slated to 
open Oct. 24 at the Martin Beck, 
N. Y..... Mary Martin will leave 
the cast of “South Pacific’ next 
May 3!. at the expiration of her 
contract. In the fall of 1951, she’ll 


| star in the London edition of the | 


| Rodgers-Hammerstein musical .. . 
| Estelle Winwood, John Loder, 
Lesley Woods and Jack Manning 
will be in the cast of the Norman 
Rose-Ben Grauer revival of “Mrs. 
Warren's Profession,” opening Oct. 
24 at the Bleecker Street Play- 
house, N. Y. . John Shubert’s 
“Day After Tomorrow” production 
will be the season’s second Thea- 
tre Guild subscription offering. The 
Russell Lewis - Howard Young 
“Curious Savage” will be the first. 


''Toronto (9-14). 


Marion Randolph, who regularly | 


plays one of the tourist gawkers 
in “Southern Exposure,” went on 
in the femme lead Saturday (30), 
when Betty Greene Little was ill 


‘ Edna Best and her actress- 
daughter Sarah Marshall, both 
British born, have received their 
final naturalization papers. Inci- 


dentally, Miss Best returned to the 
Coast last week after seeing some 
of the new shows and standing by 
for the start of tuneup .ehearsals 
of “I Know My Love,” in which 
Miss Marshall will tour this season 
with Alfred Lunt and Lynn Fon- 
tanne. Miss Best had a couple of 
legit nibbles during her New York 


stay, but isn’t particularly in- 
terested in resuming a career 

The New York Drama Critics 
Circle, in its first meeting of the 
season, voted unanimously last 
week to condemn “irresponsible 
blacklisting in our field of arts, 
letters and entertainment.” Re- 


elected for another year were John 
Chapman (News), president; Ward 
Morehouse (World- Telegram & 
Sun), vice-president; George Freed- 
ley, an honorary member, secre- 
tary; Tom Wenning (Newsweek), 
treasurer. Louis Sheafer (Brook- 
lvn Eagle), was elected to member- 
ship. 

Vince McKnight on leave of ab- 
sence trom publicity duties for the 
subway circuit, to be general man- 
ager for Harald Bromley’ § and 
George Brandt during the current 
tour of “The Innocents,” with Syl- 
via Sidney. Gertude Bromberg is 
pressagent for the attraction, now 
in Chicago tor a run. 





‘Samarcande’ Opens Big 
In Paris; Okay for Pix 


Paris, Oct. 3. 
Well produced and directed by 
Jean Darcante; “Ce Sotr a Samar- 


cande” opened auspiciously Sunday 
(1) at the Renaissance theatre. 

Three-act drama of circus per- 
formers by Jacques Deval is an ob- 
vious screen bet. 


‘Pacific’ $77,605, St. L. 








St. Louis, Oct. 3. 
“South Pacific,” which is mak- 
ing a habit of smashing house 
records at its various’ touring 


stands, repeated it here last week. 
The Rodgers-Hammerstein musical 
grossed a staggering $77,605 in its 
first eight performances at Kiel 
auditorium. 

Show should top that figure for 
the current and concluding week, 
as there will be no opening night 
press list to cut receipts. 








i s 

| Siegler 
an Cont hued from page 57 == 
York dailies for the various ticket 
subscription clubs, a_ battle be- 
tween these organizations and the 
brokers, with the theatre opera- 
tors a key factor, has been inevi- 
table from the start. The position 
of the various producers in the 
situation is figured relatively un- 
important, since thev don’t gener- 


ally control the distribution of 
tickets. 
Another factor in the situation 


is apparently the mail order setup, 


which has grown to enormous pro- | 


portions in recent seasons. In the 
| case of “Call Me Madam,” for in- 
, Stance, the estimate $1,000,000 ad- 
vance sale means that for many 
weeks there will be comparatively 
|few tickets available for broker al- 
loiments. Considering all the an- 
gles involved in that situation, 
ithere are bound to be repercus- 
‘sions if such situations continue 
, to develop with future shows. 


Current Road Shows 


(Oct. 2-14) 


“As You Like I” — Shubert 
Phila. (2°77); Cass, Detroit (9-14). ” 
“Barrier” (tryout!) — Gavyety 
Wash. (2-7). As 
“Brigadoon” — His Majesty's 
Montreal (2-7); Royal Alexandra, 


“Burning Bright” (tryout)-— 
Plymouth, Bost. (2-14) (Reviewed in 
VARIETY this week). 


“Call Me Madam” (tryout)—Shu- 
bert, Bost. (2-7) (Reviewed in 
VARIETY, Sept. 13, ’50). 

“Come Back, Little Sheba”—Er- 
langer, Chi. (2-14). 

“Curious Savage” (tryout)—Wil- 
bur, Bost. (2-7); Gayety, Wash. (9- 
14) (Reviewed in Variety, Sept. 
27, *50). 

“Day After Tomorrow” (tryout) 
—Shubert, Bost. (9-14) (Reviewed 
in VARIETY from London, March 15, 
‘00, under original title, “The Way 
Things Go”). 

“Death of a Salesman”—Aud., 
Denver (2-4); Home, Oklahoma City 
(6-7); Music Hall, Kansas City (9- 
14), 

“Devil’s Disciple” Biltmore, 
L. A. (2-7); Civie Aud., Pasadena 
(9); Aud., Riverside, Cal. (10): Mu- 
nicipal Aud., Long Beach, Cal. (11); 
tuss Aud., San Diego (13-14), 

“Diamond Lil’’—Blackstone. Chi. 
(3-14). . 


D’Oyle Carte — Shubert, New 
Haven (12-14). 
“Gentlemen Prefer Blondes”’— 


Curran, San Francisco (2-14). 
“Guys and Dolls” (tryout)—Shu- 


bert, Phila. (9-14). 

“Hilda Crane” (tryvout)—McCar- 
ter, Princeton (13-14). 

“I Know My Love” — Shubert, 
New Haven (2-7!; Bushnell Aud., 
Hartford (9-11); Metropolitan, 
Providence (12-14). 


“Innocents’—Harris, Chi. (2-14). 

“Kiss Me, Kate"—Erlanger, Buf- 
falo (2-4); Aud., Rochester (5-7); 
Music Hall, Cleveland (9-14). 

“Lady From Paris” (tryout)—FEr- 


langer, Phila. (2-7); Shubert, Chi. 
(9-14) (Reviewed in VARIETY this 
week). 

“Legend of Sarah” (tryout)—Lo- 
cust, Phila. (2-7) (Reviewed in 
VARIETY, Sept. 27, 50). 

“Lend ’n Ear”’—Cass. Detroit 
(2-7): Davidson, Milwaukee (9-14). 

“Lost in ‘the Stars”’—Omaha, 
Omaha (3-4): Music Hall, Kansas 
City (5-7); American, St. Louis (9- 


14). 
“Mister Roberts’—Forrest. Phila. 
(2-14), 


“Oklahoma’’—Colonial, Bost. (2- 


14). 

“Relapse” (tryout) — Playhouse, 
Wilmington (5-7!; Walnut, Phila. 
(9-14). 

“South - Pacific’’—Kiel Aud., St. 
Louis (2-7); State Fair, Dallas (9 
14). 


“Springboard to Nowhere” (try- 
out)—Selwyn, Chi. (9-44) (Original 
strawhat production reviewed in 
VARIETY, July 13, '49). 

“Streetcar Named Desire”’—Play- 
house, Wilmington (2-3); Karlton, 
Williamsport, Pa. (5!; Community, 
Hershey, Pa. (6-7); Erlanger, Phila. 
(9-14), 

“Texas, Li'l Darlin’” — Great 


| Northern, Chi. (2-14). 


“Two Blind Mice”—Rovyal Alex- 
andra, Toronto (2-7); His Majesty’s, 
Montreal (9-14). 


‘Brig’ $25,200 in Split 


Portland, Me., Oct. 3. 
John Yorke's touring production 





of “Brigadoon” put together a 
profitable gross of $25,200 last 


week in seven performances spread 
over three stands. Musical got $7.- 
400 in two showings Monday ard 
Tuesday (25-26) at the Metropoli- 
tan, Providence; $4,200 more in a 
single performance Wednesday 
(27) at the Auditorium, Worcester, 
and $13,600 in four times Thurs- 
day-through-Saturday (28-30) at 
the State here. 

Show is at His Majesty's, Mont- 
real, this week. 














80’S — PARK AVE. 


NEW YORK 


Magnificent 10 rooms 
4 baths, high floor. Rent $450 
Immediate Occupancy 


An exceptional apt. 
MARGARET ROSS Plaza 7-7177 





























THEATRE—FOR SALE OR LEASE 


Fully Equipped for Motion Pictures, Vaudeville or Shows 
Approximately 1,000 Seats 


LAFAYETTE THEATRE, Batavia, N. Y. 
¢ o Faber, 1476 Walton Avenue, New York 52, N. Y. 
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Scully Turns Pro 

After innumerable Te 
eaki appearances over e 
te took a bestselling book to 
ut columnist-author Frank Scully 
Fnto the for-pay_ category. He 
vests Saturday (7) on the Faye 
guestson show (CBS-TV) for $350, 
as the result of his “Behind the 
‘ying Saucers” book, for which 
he is currently making the New 
York ballyhoo rounds for Henry 
Holt, the publisher. Scully will 
spiel about you-know-what. — 
Incidentally, there is consider- 
able film interest in “Saucers, 
namely at Warners, 





‘Happy Mother Goose’ 


Walter Annenberg, head of the | 


Triangle Publications emp ire 
(Phila. Inquirer, Morning Tele- 
graph, Racing Form, Seventeen 
niag, etc.), last week (30) unveiled 
in N. Y. a new facet in his enter- 
prises—books for children. Specifi- 
cally, it was a one-shot entry, in a 
nursery rhyme book titled “Happy 
Mother Goose,” but the publisher 
admitted he planned four more 
kid books for ’51. Present tome, a 
48-page publication containing 108 


nursery rhymes, each one illustrat- | 
ed. goes-on sale Oct. 11, at 50¢ in| 
soft-paper edition, $1 in hard-| 


cover. ‘Triangle used its own 
presses for the roto job, with each 
page varnished and water resist- 
ant. At last week’s preview, Annen- 


erg also showed an RCA Victor | } r 
on write man and expert on the Far} 


two-side album “Happy Mother 
Goose.” which Fran Allison and 
the Kukla clan recorded from the 
book. Album, the Kukla gang’s 


first, will be out Oct. 15 and sell | 


at $1.95 for the 45’s and $2.20 on 
78's. with Victor set to give it big 
promotion. 

Rhyme book was conceived by a 
British clothing manufacturer, 
Geoffrey Hall, who wanted to 
eliminate all references to violence 
and suffering in the old nursery 
book, as bad for kids. Annenberg 
picked the idea up; had his Phila. 


Inquirer book editor, David Appel, | 


adapt the new rhymes to stream- 
line and Americanize them (hence 


the ‘“‘Happy” tag), and had William | 


Dugan, young Philly artist, illus- 
trate them. Triangle ran off 250,- 
000 soft-cover and 20,000 hard- 
cover copies of “Happy Mother 
Goose” for the first run.. Popular 
response to the book will cue more 
such. 





Hal Block’s Life Among Comics 

Gagwriter _Hal Block, who's 
currently a panelite on CBS-TV’s 
*“What’s My Line?’”, has a piece 
titled “My Life Among the Come- 
dians” in the Oct. 14 issue of Col- 
lier’s. Article is sprinkled with 
reminiscences of Bob Hope, Milton 
Berle, Fred Allen, Edgar Bergen, 
George Burns, Eddie Cantor, Phil 
Baker, Ken Murray, etc. 

Block cites some of the sponsor 
taboos which curb scripters, such 
as the word “swift” being barred 
on the Armour show and the word 
“armor” being banned from a 
Swift show. No matter what it 
does to your joke, Block writes, 
you can’t have a man wearing a 
Chesterfield on a Camel program 
nor a man wearing a camel’s-hair 
coat on a Chesterfield show. He 
recalls that the late W. C. Fields, 
then working on a Lucky Strike 
airer, mentioned a fictitious rela- 
tive named Chester, and it was 
several weeks before the agency 
i he'd slipped in a “Chester 
“ields.” 





Chi Sun-Times In Overhaul 

In the latest of switches and 
staff shakeups which have been 
occuring during the past two years, 
the Chicago Sun-Times last week- 
end underwent a top level com- 
plete overhauling. Supposedly a 
shift toward younger management, 
With a view to more promotion, 
Marshall Field Jr. took over as 
publisher from his father, who re- 
signed. Field Jr. also took over 
the editorial duties of Richard 
Finnegan, who remains as consult- 
ing editor. Russ Stewart remains 
*S general manager and Milburn 
Akers moves up from the manag- 
ing editor slot to executive ed. 
Thomas Reynolds advances from 
assistant to managing ed. On the 


business side advertising director 


Leo Abrams is supplanted by his 
assistant L. T. Kmott and William 
Mox takes over from his former 


prculation boss, John F. Shana- 
an, 





aaz:, _bthel Waters Saga 

_ His Eye on the Sparrow,” Ethel 
Waters autobiog (as told to 
Charles Samuels) appearing in its 
entirety in the October issue of 
Ladies Home Journal, is an im- 
pressive, moving account of the 
triumph of character over an al- 
most unbelievably sordid environ- 
ment. The illegitimate child of a 
13-year-old girl raped by a young 


neighborhood ruffian, Miss Waters 
somehow survived a succession of 
squalid surroundings in the mast 
vice-ridden slums of Philadelphia 
and Chester, Pa., never knowing 
a real home, never having a family 


mother) habitually drunk or stupe- 
fied with dope. 





| ing story of triumph over appalling 
| odds, but shameful evidence of the 


such conditions to exist. Samuels’ 
| writing, incidentally, is uneven, 


sometimes giving Miss Waters an | 


illiterate dialect and others making 
| her sound almost, erudite. 
~“Sparrow,” due for publication 
in book form by Doubleday, will be 
a Book-of-the-Month Club seléction 
| for next April. - Hobe. 





CHATTER 


| story on songstress Mindy Carson 


current issue. 
Jack A. Goodman, vice president 
|and exec editor of Simon & 





of directors last week. 
Flair’s West Coast correspond- 


sent from his post for about a 
month, 
Jack Dowling, Chi Sun-Times re- 


' East, joins the staff of Life and 
leaves for an overseas Orient as- 
signment. 


the New Yorker. 

K. S. Giniger, editor of Prentice- 
Hall’s trade. book division, leaves 
|N. Y. on Oct. 13 for a trip to Eu- 
|rope on which he’ll contact au- 
| thors, agents and publishers. 

Van Heflin penned a piece for 
the current Theatre Arts Magazine 
on the theatre arts course at 
UCLA, one of the few times a film 
name has cracked the legit mag. 
| Chi Daily News staffer Jack 
|Mabley takes over this week as 

sheet’s radio-TV 
| Lesner, who had been sharing AM- 
TV beat with Mabley, remains as 
film critic. 

| Muriel de Lisa’s “The How and 
Why of Motion Pictures,” spon- 
|} sored by the film industry, has 
been retitled ‘Lights, Camera, 
| Action—The How and Why of Mo- 
tion Pictures.” 

New York Herald’ Tribune 
dropped its Chicago staff. Jimmy 
Starr, of the Chicago Sun-Times, 
will service part-time. 


Glasgow, switched to Time maga- 
zine last week. 

Cartoonist Abner Dean has been 
assigned to advertising art work 
for the upcoming Broadway musi- 
cal, “Guys and Dolls.” Dean has 
already completed the title pages 
for the Frank Loesser score, pub- 
— by Edwin H. Morris Music 

0. 


Norman Reader, French Govern- 
ment Tourist. Office ad-publicity 
director, and Airs. sail tomorrow 
(Thur.) on Liberte for six-week 
|teur of France. He'll gather info 
‘of mterest to Yanks on Paris’ 
| yearlong celebration of its 2,000th 


| 


anni in ‘51. 


Plays Out of Town 


lamumen Continued from page 60 —= 

















was again aimed at the book, which 
is again credited to former film 
star, Patsy Ruth Miller, with Jose 
Ruben, now directing, credited 
with additional dialog. Some 
first-nighters felt that “The Lady 
from Paris” is much inferior to 
“Music in My Heart,” which had 
its big moments and a generally 
more eye-filling and elaborate pro- 
duction. 

Chief assets of the present show 
are Helmut Dantine, film star, who 
does a fine legitimate job.as Tchai- 
kowsky, and doesn’t sing at all, an 
the ballet dancing of Patricia Bow- 
man, also new to the cast. The 
‘choreography, formerly in charge 
of Ruth Page, is now credited to 
‘Anthony Nelle. There’s been an 
improvement in that department 
| but not in Furth Ullman’s settings 
,and lighting. Steininger is now 
|eredited with being supervisor of 
ithe entire production. To Irene 
'Bordoni and Sig Arno fall most of 
'the show’s comedy and it’s pretty 
forced and meritricious. Marthe 
'Errolle sings the femme lead well. 
|but seems a little ill at ease. 
| Charles Fredericks, of the original 
cast, joined this production at the 
last moment and has show’s best 
| Voice as second male lead, Nikki. 
| Steininger has done some re- 
‘arrangement of the musical num- 





and seeing her nearest relatives | 
(except her remarkable grand-. 


The piece is not only an inspir- |* 


cruel, stupid bigotry that allows | 


American mag running picture- | 


in “Interesting People” section of | 


Schuster, elected to firm’s board | 


ent Rupert Allan undergoing sur-| 
gery in St. Louis and will be ab-| 


| Simon & Schuster is issuing | 
Charles Addams’ “Monster Rally,” | 
| with foreword by John O‘'Hara. | 
| Most of the cartoons came from | 


editor. Sam | 


Previous | 
midwest correspondent, William | 
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{ 
‘bers and there is no denying that: 


there are a host of fine ones, 


' dances, choruses, solos and novel- 


ties. It’s a gorgeous score but it 
| doesn’t get any assist from the lib- 
|retto. Only bet, in fact, seems to 


| be to keep the show on the road 


| where, the names helping, it might | 


| get by. If New York critics lam- 
_basted it before, they’d be even 


| tougher now. Waters. 








| House Reviews 














Continued from page 56 


|The oldtimers with name value 
|two or three decades ago are po- 
tent b.o. lure at this stand. At 
the same time, youngsters who 
look as though they’ve' been 
taught routines by one in the 
business at the turn of the cen- 


tury are similarly strong audi-| 


ence fodder. 


There are two such examples in 
the current show. John Steel, one | 


| of the top tenors in the era of the 
|late Florenz Ziegfeld, is given 
marquee billing. Of course, his 
‘voice is merely a suggestion of 


i what it was in those days. But 
there’s an unusual tolerance in 
the audience for these yesteryear 
stars, and his reception proves it. 
| Steel reprises some of the hits he 
| introduced and, of course there’s 
a good deal of theatrical history 
; wrapped around this personality. 
There were waverings of pitch 
and uncertainty of tone at times, 
but the audience didn’t seem to 
| mind. Other example, is the 
|opening turn of Rich & Gib- 
ison (New Acts) xylophone act 
which is reminiscent of’ acts that 
played the circuits long ago. 

| There are some good, elements 
on this show with the major weak- 
ness in the comedy dept. There 


unusual for any program since 
comedy is the scarcest commodity 
in the vaude field. The first of the 
trio, Hal Sherman, registers 
strongly. His pantomime terps are 
always laugh-provoking and there 
is some good material in his gab. 


Second zany, Bobby Sargent (New | 


Acts), is yet to get proper projec- 
tion, while the third, Milton Doug- 
las, a vet, had a difficult time get- 
ting started. Some of his stuff 
was hep, which didn’t make an im- 
pact on this house. 


Gautier’s Bricklayers, one of--the 
top canine acts in the business, 
| which gets over handily. Bill is 
completed by the Lai Founs 
Troupe (New Acts). Rollo & Cressy 
boy and girl east-Indian terpers, 
impress with some good routines. 
Jose. 


Apollo, N. Y. 

Dinah Washington, Joe Thomas 
Orch (16), Herh Lance, Edwards 
Bros. (3), Brown & Brown Trio, 
“Crackshot” & Co.; “Broken Ar- 
row” (20th) 





Emphasis at the Apolio this ses- 
sion is obviously on the film, with 
an average stage show, headed by 
Dinah Washington, in support. It’s 
the first time since house’s reopen- 


has been brought in. 

Joe Thomas’ orch provides the 
music for this round in average 
fashion. Band gives out with some 
jump tunes that has leader bounc- 
ing up and down while blowing 
sax. In addition to Thomas, crew 
sports fotr other saxmen, two 
trombonists, three  trumpeters, 
three fiddlers, and three rhythm. 
'Midway during the show, crew is 
cut down to a sextet, composed of 
trumpet, trombone, sax (Thomas) 





man combo delivers, for okay re- 
sponse, “Jumpin’ Joe,” “Artistry 
in Moods” and “Backstage At The 
Apollo.” 

The Edwards Bros., ofay acro 
trio, draw strong mitting with 
their hand-to-hand balancing. Top 
response is garnered when one of 
the trio does a handstand on a 
pileup of chairs balanced on bot- 
tles. In the vocal department 
Herb Lance renders “I'll Always 
Be In Love With You,” “Just Say 
| I Love Her” and “Close Your Eyes” 
|in good voice. However, his de- 
| livery could be strengthened and 
ithe business of constantly moving 
| of hands could be dispensed with. 

Miss Washington holds down 
closing spot in nice fashion. Gal, 
who complained of a sore throat 





livers a number of songs for neat 
response. Tunes include ‘Goo 
Daddy,” “Harbor Lights” and “I 
Cross My Fingers.” Songstress, 
teamed with Lance, finishes show 


Loved.” 

Comedy spot is filled routinely 
by “Crackshot & Co.,” with audi- 
ence responding appreciatively to 
| the corny material offered. The 
| Brown & Brown Trio, adagio trio, 
are reviewed under New —_ 

Tos. 





are three male comics on the bill, | 


Major novelty in the show is| 


ing in August that an A picture £ 


and the three rhythm pieces. Six- | 


when caught opening night, de-; 


with a duet on “I Wanna Be 





SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 


By Frank Scully 


Scribner’s Window, Sept. 238. 

Twenty years ago I used to write a column called the European 
Runaround. It was a fairly pat illustration of the Einstein Theory of 
Relativity, because Europe ran around, I didn’t. Sime was the first to 
spot that despite the fact that my datelines were from faraway places 
the postmark was always Nice, France. But last week the title caught 
up te me. I ran around Manhattan at such a dizzy pace that I thought 
I saw Paris, London, Vienna, Berlin, Athens, Moscow (Idaho) and other 
spots before my eyes. 

Mostly the running was to and from the various radio and television 
studios. .I was pitching for an old friend of mine, in fact the oldest 
iricnd I have’ He hac just published a book, the making of which 
there is no erd. One of the programs was Mary Margaret Mcbnde’s: 
The first thing she did was to throw a curve. Remember, I was pitching 
and she was supposed to be catching. Catchers are not supposed to 
throw curves... Or have they changed the rules? 

“Thought you weren’t coming to New York,” she said. 

“Who said that?” 

“You did. In this week’s VARIETY.” 

This fast-moving dialog took place shortly after 1 p.m. on a Wednes- 
day. VARIETY hits the stands at noon. At East 22nd street, where I 
was holed up at the time, Varrety, I was informed, does not appear 
before Thursday. It’s probably delivered by overaged Pentagonians, 
But Miss McBride no doubt employs Flying Saucerians. Anyhow she 
had the goods on me. It seems I had said I wasn’t coming to New York 
for personal appearances because I didn’t believe the personalities of 
authors sold books. If they were good that satisfied the public without 
buying a book, and if they were bad the public said, “That dope, how 
could he write a book?” But Holt & Co. wired me that Scribner’s had 
one whole window on Fifth avenue devoted to Hemingway ‘their own 
author) and another to Scully, some mugg who was lousing up the whole 
biz by writing a book without a dame in it. So what? I changed my 
mind, which as Joe Laurie, Jr., the first of the pint-sized Saucer:ans 
would be the first to remember, is the best way to keep your“mind 
clean. Change it often. 

Another curve Mary Margaret McBride threw me was how could I 
meet such eminent scientists as described in “Behind the Flying Sau- 
cers”? I told her I had an open door policy in Hollywood and wrote 
with the hope of being interrupted. People come and they go, which 
helps. I talk to them all. “Why you yourself came there 14 years ago, 
remember? Didn’t I talk to you?” Touche! She remembered. 

She also remembered that a day or two before I had been on the 
“Dorothy and Dick” program over WOR. I had heard on the west 
coast that they had been plugging the book and believed every husband 
and wife should get a copy, because it would prove the greatest con- 
versational piece in years. So the publishers booked me into the “D 
and D” program before I even had a chance to see that Scribner win- 
dow dressing. 


| 








Protocol, Toujours Le Protocol 

This, I later learned, violated protocol. Miss McBride does not take 
second helpings. When I talked to her, however, she said she had 
listened to the WOR broadcast but she couldn’t make out what I was 
saying. It sounded as if somebody were trying to jam WOR’s kilocycies. 
(The Voice of Venus?) “In that case,” I said, “you'll be having me first, 
after all.” Cute, eh? ; 

Then there was the case of “This Is New York,” where it seemed as 
'if I not only had been drowned out but suppressed altogether. As this 
had also happened on the Rudy Vallee program some weeks ago ‘which, 
incidentally, gave us both more publicity than if his platter had been 
heard), it looked as if I'd have to go to Mexico and blast back over 
those powerful stations into my native land. 
| But this, unhappily, was not the case. I had not been suppressed. 
| What had happened was that I had made a recording for Bill Leonard 
| at WCBS, whereas the performances over WNBC with Mary Margaret 
| McBride and over WOR with ‘Dorothy and Dick” were live. 

Leonard had boxed two rounds with Joe Louis and two with Ezzard 
‘Charles, and had lived to record their comparative boxing skills. He 
' was to announce his opinion of the likely winner, based on how each had 

tagged him. The rest of the program was to be devoted to the Scully- 
wag and his Saucerian investigations on an interplanetary level. Quelle 
_ Parlay. From the floor of a ring in Yankee stadium to 161,000,000 
/ miles of space. Isn’t radio wonderful? 

The interview was a fast-paced job and everybody was pleased. 
| Leonard said he would release it the following morning. Sure enough, 
| the next morning his announcer told that part of the eastern seaboard 
| which happened to be awake that early on Saturday morning (and New 
| York is a five-day town, if ever I saw one) that Bill Leonard would 
' give his opinion of the likely winner of the heavyweight rhumba and 


follow it with an interview with some character that sounded like 
Tully or Gully or Scully or something. 


Heard Any Good Greek Stories Lately? 

The glancing blows that Leonard had taken in the rival boxing camps 
must have left even his technicians slightly slaphappy, because what 
| followed wasn’t what had been anngunced at all. Leonard picked 
Charles to wip on a decision in 15 rounds. That part was okay. Okay 
heck, it was perfect! But what followed was not this Tully or Gully 
or Scully or whatever his name was but a Greek with an Oxford accent, 
a guy who sounded like no head waiter I had ever known. He certainly 
| didn’t sound like Chelios of the Brown Derby or George of Chi Chi’s 
‘in Palm Springs, my two foremost: authorities on Greece ever since I 
failed to finish a theme paper on Plato at Columbia University for Prof. 
| Walter B. Pitkin and thereby flunked the course . 

| This Greek said he looked for a red rash to break out in the Balkans 
' within three months or, at the most, a year, but if the Yugoslavs, the 
Albanians (from Albany, I presume, which is how Gov. Dewey got into 
the international name-calling contest), the Greeks and the Turks would 
_Stay in the one goulash, Uncle Joe would hesitate before telling Bul- 
'garia to heave a moth-eaten monarchy like Greece back into any one 
| of its hundred Adriatic ports. 


Noel. Coward Sees Them Again 

Leonard then asked the speaker what his favorite song was and he 
said, “I'll See You Again,” which sounded like a pitch for a return 
| booking. So Bill played it and the program ended on that schmaltzy 
| note. 
| Then the phone calls began to pour in. America is so touchy about 
what is happening @0 its Four Freedoms. What happened? Was this 
Tully or Gully or Scully, or whatever his name was, yanked off the air 
|again? Was WCBS joining WOR in the old finger exercises? The 
author had refused the war of words to a conflict between the Saucer- 
/ians and the Pentagonians. Was he being silenced by the Pentagonians 
'for his insolence? 

It certainly looked like it but, alas (by the way, what happened to 
alack? Haven't seem him around in years), it wasn’t so. What had 
happened was that the studio disk jockey who substituted for Bill 
_Leonard on Saturday had pulled the wrong tape-recording from the 
files. In fact it seems he got the tape that had been used the day before. 
The Greek said he’d see him again, and he did. 
| Leonard said he’d repair the damage, small as it was, by playing the 
Scully Saucerian Sonata on Tuesday, Oct. 3, at 9:15 a.m. Be sure to 
miss it. 
| So that’s all there was-te it. But it looked for a while as if an iron 
curtain were being banged across the head of a native historian in free 
America just because the character had said that the Air Force literati 
didn’t know a bailoon from a fiying saucer or, what was worse, a comma 
‘from a coma. 
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62 CHATTER 
Broadway 
“Icecapades” blades company | 


back from a European tour. 

Robert Lantz, of the Gale 
Agency, planed to the Coast Satur- | 
day (30) on some film deals. 

Le Vouvray, East Side bistro, re- | 
furbished its decor and enlarging | 
after-theatre entertainment policy. | 

George L. George, who directed | 
two features for Palestine Films in 
Israel, returned to New York Sun- | 


day (1). | 
“Dusty” Bruce, Tucson disk | 
jockey visiting here, lengthening 


er Manhattan stay by another 


month. 
Murray Silverstone, prez of 
20th-Fox Interational, off to Eu- 


rope for a survey of the continen- 
tal market. 

David Golding, 29th-Fox home- 
office publicity manager, returned 
over the weekend from a three- 
week vacation in France. 


Samuel N. Burger, Loew’s In- 
ternational sales chief, left by 
plane last week on a round-the- 


world business trip. He’s due back 
in December. 

A. J. Balaban, managing director 
of Roxy theatre, N. Y., is partying 
Gary Wagner, house’s staff photog- 


rapher, at cocktail party back- 
stage Oct. 10 
Walter Pidgeon due in from 


England today (Wed.) en route to 
the Coast to begin work in Metro’s 
“Soldiers Three.” While in Eng- 
land, he made “Calling Bulldog 
Drummond” for M-G. 

Metro ad chief Silas F. Seadler | 
spoke on “What’s with the Movies” | 
before the Advertising Post of the 
American Legion at the Hotel 
Lexington Monday (20.) 

Eileen Peel, who appeared in 
the Broadway version of “The 
Cocktail Party,” sailed on the 
Queen Mary, Friday (29) to join 
the London production of the same 
play. 

Richard Carlson in N. Y. from 
the Coast for interviews, broad- 
casts and personal appearances in 
connection with “The Sound of 
Fury,” Robert Stillman film in 
which he stars. 

Roy Rogers and his actress-wife, 
Dale Evans, cocktail partied the 
press Friday (29) at the Warwick 
hotel prior to appearing on the 
preem of “The Gabby Hayes 
Show” Sunday (1) on NBC-TV. 

Paramount has set an eight-city 
touring sked for John Payne in 
behalf of “Tripoli,” in which he 
co-stars with Maureen O’Hara. 
Commencing Oct. 9, appearances 
by the star have been set for Phila- 
delphia, N. Y., Pittsburgh, Detroit, 
Cleveland, Columbus, Cincinnati 
and Lexington, Ky. 

Barbara Stanwyck, back from 
visiting her husband, Robert Tay- 
lor, on Metro’s “Quo Vadis” set in 
Rome, left for Indianapolis yes- 
terday (Tues.) for the world preem 
there Friday (6) of “To Please a 
Lady,” in which she co-stars with | 
Clark Gable. She’ll head back to | 
the Coast from there. Actress was | 
accompanied to the preem by | 





M-G exploitation chief Dan S. 
Terrell. 
Pittsburgh 
By Hal Cohen 
Sylvia Karlton into  Philly’s| 


Latin Casino with Joe E. Lewis! 
next month. 

United Jewish Fund bringing | 
Israeli Philharmonic Orchestra | 
here on Jan. 31. 

Betty and Jean Kean finally 
filling oft-postponed date at 
Carousel this week. | 

Mrs. Harry Kalmine in from 
New York visiting her sister, 
whose husband is ailing. 

Donna Atwood had some 


| 


fore “Ice Capades” left town. 

Beverly Tyler in town for couple 
_of days plugging her picture with 

Mickey Rooney, “The Fireball.” 
Walter Fox, taking graduate 
work at Tech Drama School, added 

to Playhouse School of Theatre. 
Dean Martin’s home town, Steu- 
benville, O., giving him and Jerry 
Lewis big civic day on Friday (6). 
Billy Adler and Milton Susman 


have dissolved their partnership Problem of where to find suitable _ 
and latter will carry on advertis- studio space for live N. Y.-orig- 


ing agency. 

Ed Lee and Laverne Cummings 
have left “Jewel Box Revue” at 
Balconades to head their own unit 
at Beivedere. 


Paris 


By Maxime de Beix 
(33 Blvd Montparnasse) 
Lee Planskoy here in search for 
story material. 


Brazilian film star Norma Tamar eration of Radio Artists and the | 


stealing the show at the Monseign- 
eur. 

Arletty into a new show 
Revue De _ L’Empire” 
Oct. 4. 

Roland Petit 
ballet, 
mants.” 


Lady Patachou reopening her 


a 
opening 


d inaugurating a new 
La Croqueuse de Dia- 


_AM recorded playbacks. 
| If successful, and broadened to 


restaurant which was shuttered for 
a month. 

Attorney Jean Rapoport busy | 
drafting report on the Venice Film| 
Festival. ; 

Ballerina Moira Shearer (“Red 
Shoes”) to return screen in “Hoff- 
man Tales.” 

Bill Levy joining Emil Brauer | 
as aide to Lacy Kastner, Columbia | 
pix European chief. 

Carrere’s reopening was ritzy | 
affair, with Darvas and Julia dou-| 
bling from Bal Tabarin. 

Tino Rossi to London Oct. 10 for 
three weeks at the Piccadilly on 
first stop of his Afro-European 
tour. 

Jean Marais and Alida Valli to 
Italy to star in the new Yves Alle- 
gret pic, “Miracles Only Happen 
Once.” 

Craddock Monroe, Yank actor, 
into co-production pic, “Mr. Wall- 
flower,” being megged by Jean 
Boyer. 

Jean - Louis Barrault - Madeleine 
Renaud troupe back to their Thea- 
tre Marigny Oct. 7 after a success- 
ful South American stint. 

The American Theatre to pre- 
sent the Maxwel: Anderson-Kurt 
Weil operetta “Knickerbocker 
Holiday” as their season opener. 

Andre Ullman, who never had 
an accident before in his life, in 
one month lost his partner who 
died of heart ailment, his auto 


was smashed by a Sunday motorist 
and broke an arm in a fall. 





Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 
Hill 


Prom Ballroom had Tiny 
for one-nighter. 


Harry James into Prom Ball- 
room for one-nighter. 

Marjorie Lundberg new publi- 
cist for Hotel Radisson Flame 
Room. 


Hotel Radisson Flame Room has 
Henry Youngman for first Minnea- 
polis appearance. 

Rosalind Russell and husband, 
Fred Brisson, here for Sister Ken- 
ny Foundation meeting. 

Ollie Engelbretson and Dick 
Fjellman, who do ocarino number 
in “Call Me Madam,” formerly 
local high school lads. 

Edgar Bergen, here for Minne- 
apolis Star’s Hunters’ show, made 
two appearances at Radio City in 
conjunction with world premiere 
of his Technicolor short “Sweden.” 
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feels it’s got a flock of “for free” 
AM material that’s saleable. 

The practice of editing recorded 
audio versions of TV programming 
for a playback on radio has been 
tried spasmodically over the past 
year or so, notably by CBS and. 
NBC but confined heretofore pri- | 
marily to panel-discussion pro-| 
grams. The fact that the sponsor 
is not burdened with talent or pro- 
duction costs and gets a free pro-| 
gram ride in return for buying a/| 
half-hour of time, the webs feel, 
should prove the added inducement 
to luring more and more clients 
back into radio. 

CBS Experiment 

CBS is reported to have already 
experimented with the idea of in- | 
tegrating into one half-hour radio 
show the top audio bits of five 
top-personalities TV shows. While 
there are still many kinks to be 
ironed out, nonetheless the web is 
confident that such ‘“‘shirt-tail” pro- 
duction can be effectively utilized 
in selling AM time. 

As a result, the networks, 








for 


im- | their future TV program building, | 
pacted wisdom teeth yanked be-' 


have alerted the  video-ites to 


| work at all times with an ‘audio 


/consciousness” that will permit the 


‘the degree of inviting a wholesale 
use of such programming, it would 
'take the AM pfogrammers off the 


/economic hook on _ talent-produc- | 


It would also 
currently - pressing 


| tion development. 
resolve the 


|inating programming, now that TV 
gets priority on all available space. 
The inherent dangers of such a 


plan have not escaped those famil- | 


jiar with the blueprint. They fear 
'that it will spell the death knell 
for radio as a creative entity, and 
|with the TV talent doubling in 
brass, it will invite wholesale lay- 
offs of actors and musicians, which 
‘in turn will undoubtedly spark re- 
percussions from the American Fed- 


American Federation of Musicians. 
| By integrating AM-TV program- 
/ming, it’s further feared, both the 
radio and tele aspects of creative 
| programming must inevitably suf- 
fer. And it’s also contended that 
it will strip radio of any recogni- 
tion beyund that of an advertising 
; medium, 


London 


Jack Waller in nursing home re- 
cuperating from major operation. 

Deep River Boys playing return 
date at Bagatelle, opening Oct. 30 
for four weeks. 

Bea Lillie expects to fly to N. Y. 
in the next two weeks to do a 
broadcast on the Bob Hope pro- 
gram. 

Vera Lynn is to do series of five 
concerts at the K. B. Hall, Copen- 
hagen in eight days. First 1s 
skedded for Nov. 7 at $1,000 per 
concert. 

Serial rights of “Seven Days to 


Noon,” the Charter Films pic, | 
made by the Boulting Bros. for 


Alexander Korda sold to the News- 
Chronicle. 

Frederick C. 
Larry Adler and Paul Draper a 
series of eight concerts in Israel, 
with option of eight more. First 
one is in November. 

Frances Day replacing Eleanor 
Summerfield in “Golden City” 
when show transfers from Adelphi 
to the Savoy Oct. 16. Latter forced 
to leave because of illness. 

Although offered further vaude 
dates and holdover at the Colony 
and Astor clubs, Rose Murphy has 
decided to go home early in Octo- 


ber and return for engagements in | 


the spring. 

“Capt. Carvallo” transfers from 
the St. James to the Garrick Oct.9, 
house having undergone complete 


|redecoration and re-seating since 


short-lived run of the last play, 
“Always Afternoon.” 

Gino Arbib, exec of the Jack 
Hylton office, is dickering with the 
Kenneth Laker agency for Lisa 
Kirk to play four weeks, with op- 
tions, at the Astor and Colony 
clubs, opening in November. 

Among the names Carroll Gib- 
bons, booker for the Savoy ‘and 
Berkeley hotels, has booked in his 
recent trip to the U. S. is Sophie 
Tucker, who is expected to play at 
the Savoy next May for four weeks, 
with options. 

Latest nitery in the West End to 
go for floor shows is the 21 Club. 
Rico Dajou, former operator of the 
Bagatelle, Caprice and the Society, 
is dickering with Carl Hyson to 
stage gala show there, opening 
early in November. 

King Cole Trio will do series 
of Sunday concerts for Odeon 
theatres. First was Oct. 1 at the 
State, Kilburn. On Oct. 8, the out- 
fit plays the Trocadero, Elephant 
and Castle, and then the Odeon, 
Edmonton, on Oct. 15. 

John Mills makes his first Lon- 
don stage appearance in three 
years in Tyrone Guthrie’s new 
play, “Top of the Ladder,” being 
presented by Laurence Olivier 
Productions at the St. James, Oct. 
11. Supporting cast includes Mary 
Kerridge, Rachel! Kempson, Alison 
Leggatt, Miles Malleson. Will be 
directed by the author. 


Montreal 


By Max Newton 

Owen and Murray clicking at 
Ruby Foo’s. 

Don Cossack choir into His Ma- 
jesty’s for one performance Oct. 8. 

Astor Cafe doing good biz with 
“The Drunkard,” presented by the 
Atterburrians, a local outfit. 

Leone’s, Montreal’s latest boite, 
opened last night with orch under 
direction of Harry Sloane. 

Norman Granz’s “Jazz at the 
Philharmonic” slated for a one- 
nighter at Plateau Hall Friday (6). 

Seville Art Theatre scoring with 
cut version of “Carmen” starring 
Coe Glade. The miniature opera is 
offered three times a day together 
with film “Night Song.” 


| Portland, Ore. 


| 


Anson Weeks orch at the Shrine 
club. 

Freddy Keller orch at Jantzen 
| Beach ballroom. 

Victor Borge into the Cosmopoli- 
tan club for the weekend. 

Civic Auditorium nearing com- 
pletion of remodeling job. 

Civic theatre opened its 
season with “The Adventure.” 


fall 


tin Trio back at the Clover Club. 

Oregon-California game should 
boom biz here over the weekend. 
, Jack Marshall and The Fontaines 
into Amato’s Supper club for two 


weeks. 
Scotland 


By Gordon Irving 
| Freddie Sales, English comic now 
resident in Glasgow, stepped into 
the Dick Bentley spot in Blackpool 
show, “Take It from Here.” 

Sir Charles (C.B.) Cochran came 
in to confer witi Dame Sybil 
Thorndike and Sir Lewis Casson on 
plans for new British musical. 

Tom Arnold bringing new Ivor 
| Novello show “Gay’s The Word,” 
with Cicely Courtneidge and Liz- 
beth Webb, to Glasgow Nov. 7. 

Producer Robert Nesbitt 


in 


Schank offering 
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Glasgow talking over “Cinderella” 
panto with stars Harry Gordon, 
Alec Finlay, Duncan Macrae and 
Donald Layne-Smith. ; 

Jack Waller preeming new musi- 
cal, “Caprice” at Alhambra, Glas- 
gow, Oct. 24, with France’s Jacques 
Jansen and British stars uy 
Middleton and Sally Ann Howes. 


This is musical version of the 
straight comedy “French for 
Love.” 





Philadelphia 


By Jerry Gaghan 





son, fitm player, for personals with 
the Clyde Beatty circus. 

Eddie Fisher due for a repeat 
date at Chubby’s W. Collingswood, 
N. J., musical bar, Oct. 9. 

Gov. James H. Duff has named 
Florence Cowanova, local danseuse, 
to the State’s board of public as- 
sistanee. 

The Embassy Club unveiled its 
newly-decorated Glamor Room (27) 
with a floor show headed by Linda 
Lombard. 


Powers Gouraud, Philadelphia’s 
only radio drama critic, returns to 


the air (9) after a summer layoff | 


because of illness. 


Jean Handzlik was a last-minute 
substitution for Yolande Dennis in 
“The Lady from Paris,” which re- 
lighted the Erlanger theatre (26). 

Restaurateur Frank Palumbo 
was awarded a plaque from the 
| Philadelphia Service Organization, 
for his efforts on behalf of veterans 
of World War II, at a dinner in 
Palumbo’s CR Club. 

Met soprano Jarmila Novotna 
will be the guest star at a concert 
in Wanamaker’s auditorium (10) to 
aid the women’s committee of the 
Robin Hood Dell raise a fund to 
put a “roof” over the al fresco con- 
cert spot. 

Government tax investigators 
have a crew here checking up on 
local bandsmen. The maestros are 


supposed to withhold the Federal | 
paychecks. | 


tax from musicians 
Some have either neglected to do 
so, or haven’t turned the taxes in. 


The Philiactors, nitery and vaude 


performers’ organization here, pre- | 


sented $2,650 in bonds to 3-year- 
old Julia Donohoe, daughter of a 
traffic policeman slain last spring 











in a holdup attempt. Fund was 
raised through benefit shows in 
cafes. 

Sadler’s 315G 
_—_s Continued from page 1 











ment of the N. Y. Philharmonic at 
the Roxy, N. Y., filmhouse. ‘‘With 
a good cast,” Hurok says, “I could 
run a ‘Carmen’ or a ‘Traviata’ on 
Broadway for a year.” 

Because it could be away from 
England for only a limited time, 
Sadler’s could do only three weeks 
jin N. Y. and left Monday (1) on a 
| 17-week coast-to-coast tour. Tour, 
| including the N. Y. stay, is likely 
| to gross $2,000,000, of which over 
$1,300,000 is already in the till in 
advance orders. Troupe, which 
_ visited U. S. for the first time last 
year, won’t return next season, as 
that will be Britain’s Festival Year, 
and all major artistic companies 
| are requested to stay home. 

Last year’s U. S. visit (includ- 
ing four weeks in N, Y.) ran to 
nine weeks. Troupe (with $4.20 
top in N. Y.) made its expenses, 
but very little over. This year, 
however, with a longer tour (20 
| weeks instead of nine), playing in 
eg houses, at a higher tariif, 

oO 
|penses pro-rated over the longer 





| period, Sadler’s should make some | 


money. It’s estimated the troupe 


| will net about $250,000 on the esti- | 


| mated $2,000,000 gross, 
| back to England. 
| Aside from 
| and transportation from Europe, 
it’s estimated the troupe had $40,- 
| 000 expenses a week at the Met, 


to take 


Sammy Davis and The Will Mas- in rental, orchestra, stagehands, | £9 


printing, advertising, transfer, 
and front and back personnel. 











|| Chandler Eyes 
| ae Continued from page 1 
|in for the pool coverage. 
|bankroller is getting a reduction 
| On time charges, with the affiliates 
/carrying the game for free after 
| the first hour. 

' Another sidelight on the con- 
fused video sports situation is the 


|report that Pabst Brewing Com- 














+pany which shelled out $140,000 | 


'for radio-TV rights to the Joe 
Louis-Ezzard Charles fight last 
| week, is paying Louis $10,000 
|yearly for the next six years as 
‘part of the deal, 


Jolly Joyce signed Sunset Car- | 


bigger grosses, and with ex- | 


company salarie;, | 


| 
Also 


Hollywood 

Lucille Ball hospitalized for a 
checkup. 

Maxwell Shane’s wife re 
7 Figg sat —— 

eefe Brasselle ught ah 
in Sherman Oaks. . os 

Ricardo Cortez and bride h 
mooning in Honolulu. 

Elia Kazan is building a new 
home in Newton, Conn. 

Ralph Staub celebrating his 19th 
year on the Columbia lot. 

Andrews Sisters celebrated their 
12th anniversary as a team. 

Polly Moran out of the hospital 
and heading back to the screen. 

Rupert Allancoast planed to St, 
| Louis to undergo major surgery. 

Joseph Hazen in from N. Y. for 
business huddles with Hal Wallis. 

Joe Justman in from N. Y. where 
he discussed bank loans for future 
film production. 

Louis Hayward in from England 
where he played in exteriors for 
“Dick Turpin’s Ride.” 

Victor Mature walked for the 
first time since his accident but the 
| cast is still on his leg. 

Lieut. George Marakas, former 
DAILY VARIETY mugg, called for 
active duty in the Navy. 

Charles Laughton opened his 
concert tour by entertaining the 
prisoners in San Quentin. 

Academy officials tossed a dinner 
for Luis Cesar Amadori, president 
of the Argentine Academy. 

King Vidor to Rochester, Minn., 
to confer with Gabriel Pascal who 
is in the Mayo Clinic there. 

Erich Pommer in from Germany 
for huddles with Sol Lesser about 
their next European picture. 

Harry Joe Brown returned from 
England where he shot back- 
grounds for “Dick Turpin’s Ride.” 

Steve Allen will emcee _ the 
Screen Publicists Panhandle Din- 
ner at the Hollywood Athletic 
Club. 

Joan Davis became suddenly ill 
and was taken off an airplane about 
to fly from Los Angeles to New 
York. 

Ezio Pinza put on an enchanted 
evening for the boys and gals at 
a Burbank High School benefit 
show. 

Roxanne Stahl obtained a court 
order permitting her to draw $4,- 
000 monthly from the estate of 
her late husband, John M. Stahl. 

Al Jolson and his accompanist, 
Harry Akst, returned from an en- 
tertainment tour of the Korean 
front, after their plane was forced 
back to Hawaii by erfgine trouble. 

Jean Hersholt to Washington to 

receive a certificate from the Dis- 
trict of Columbia Medical Society 
for “meritorious service to the 
medical profession” through his 
air show, “Dr. Christian.” 


Kansas City 


By John Quinn 
Tito Guizar into El Casbah Oct. 


covering 


oney- 





6. 
| Betty and Louis Blasco to New 
| York freshening up Tin Pan Alley 
contacts and seeing the shows. 

| Jimmy Savo heading back to 
New York and negotiations on TV 
deals following his fortnight at El 
Casbah here. 

Vadja Del Oro closes a three- 
week stint in the Drum Room and 
heads for Chi and a date at the 
Vine Gardens Oct. 5. 

Stan Durwood given a vote of 
thanks by Kansas Missouri Theatre 
| Assn. for work as chairman of the 
convention committee. 


Miami Beach 


By Lary Solloway 

Club Bali sold this week. New 
_policy undecided. 

Milt Ross, comedian, held ever 
at Martinique hotel. 

Miguelito Valdez and orch set for 
| season run ig Saxony hotel’s Shell- 
| I-Mar Room. 
| Clover Club adding Claire Sis- 
| ters and songstress Lynne Fader. 
Kirby Stone Quintet holds over. 

Alan Gale opening his Celebrity 
|Club in new location on Dec. 15, 
| with himself featured in all-ofay 
| Show for dinner, then revertin 
sepia show featuring Sara 
| Vaughan, Timmie Rogers and oth- 


| 
| 








Rome 


By Helen McGill Tubbs 

Maxwell Setton, British film pro- 
ducer and lawyer, here on business. 
| Count Graziadei, Rome. film at- 
_torney, back from a trip to Holly- 
wood. 
| Lloyd Bridges 
sound retakes on 
| North.” 
| Sam Waggener, actor-writer, for- 
merly of Hollywood, in from the 
| Far East. 
Edouardo Cianelli will direct 
(dubbing of English version of 
Italian film, “Twin Trouble.” 

The Apaleius, ancient Roman 
eatery, celebrated the Festa of the 
,Grape Harvest, with “Quo Vadis” 
‘big names as guests of honor. 


planed in for 
“Three Steps 
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come. Their only major worry, 


the 


would hit them harder than the 
proadeasters or the filmmakers. It 
is said the manufacturers, in the 
event of global conflict, would 
to devote their facilities to 
production at a lower profit 
roin, and they would almost 
C0) vinlv suffer most from excess 
‘ts taxes if enacted. 
rne recording business seems to 
coming out of the slump which 
n in 1949, a recession at- 
‘sibuted by some observers to the 
fusion created by the new slow- 
nlatters. MLPF & B feels 
that the public has become recon- 
ciied to keeping the “whys and 
of each type straight.” 
rhe firms covered by the report 
are t Admiral Corp., Ameri- 
can Broadeasting Co., Capital Rec- 
Cinecolor, Columbia Broad- 
System, Columbia Pictures, 
Records, DuMont Labora- 
Emerson Radio & Phono- 
ph, Loew's, Magnavex, Mono- 
im. Motorola, Paramount, Phil- 
co. Radio Corp. of America, RKO, 
Republic, Sylvania Electrical Prod- 
s Technicolor, 20th-Fox, United 
Paramount Theatres, Warner Bros., 


have 


avrg 
Wicd 


oras, 
casting 
Decca 
“tories 


Walt Disney and Zenith Radio 
Corp. 

The data was picked up, Says 
the Wall street outfit, from re- 
ports to stockholders and from 
tatistical services and other 
sourees which were believed re- 
liable. Neither the facts nor the 
opinions are to constitute repre- 


sentations by the financial firm. 

Spokesman for MLPF & B said 
the appraisal is the first of such 
complete and thorough-going na- 
ture. He indicated it was prompt- 
ed by the growing awareness of 
the importance of the entertain- 
ment field to investors and to the 
“economy asa whole. 


Further details on the film as-| 
Concluding com- | 


pects on page 3. 


ments made in the report on 


Preach of the 26 firms which were in- 


vestigated follow: 
Admiral: Through retained earn- 


| ings, company’s working capital has 


shown progressive improvement in 
recent years despite sizable capi- 
tal expenditures. A 100% stock 
dividend was paid last December. 
'-'Admiral’s aggressive merchandis- 
ing organization 
mainienance of 
| trade position. 
_American Broadcasting: Radio 
time sales are in a declining trend 
but television 
creased. 
TV operations is expected by the 
end of this year. i 


tion in the telecasting field should | 


permit full participation in the rap- 
4c-y growing industry. 

Capitol Records: While the com- 
pany’s 
be influenced by industry condi- 
“ions, its good trade position should 
favor longer term. prospects. 

Cinecolor: Financial 


pility of another all-out.war which | 


Wall St. Eyes Amusements 


———== Continued from page 1 


| 


| 


should permit | 
company’s good | 


revenues have in-' 
Che break-even point in | 


Company’s posi- | 


operation will continue to | to 











researchers add, is the possi- | position in the record field. 
DuMont Laboratories: All divi- | 


s.0ns operated profitably in 1949 
except TV broadcasting which is 


/not expected to be profitable until | 


the station freeze by the Federal 
Communications 
lifted. DuMont’s 
search activities and established 
trade position should help it to 
participate fully in TV’s growth. 
Emerson: Aim is to achieve in 
EV the same position it holds as a 
leader in the production of low- 
priced portable and table radios. 
Expansion of production facilities 


and aggressive pricing should as-' 


sist the company in reaching this 
goal. 

Loew’s: Current financial posi- 
tion is quite satisfactory. Any 
forced sale of theatre properties 
under divorcement 
could improve the company’s bal- 
,ance sheet position, since theatres 
are carried at conservative levels 
‘in relations to current indicated 
real estate values. Strong indus- 
try position is fortified by a large 
array of talent, well versed in all 
| phases of motion picture making. 
Its record of b.o. successes over 
the years is excellent. 

Magnavox: Financial position 
was materially strengthened in the 
1950 fiscal year with net working 
capital increasing to $7,000,000, 
through a new _ stock sale, as 
against $2,800,000 a year earlier. 
Established industry position in the 
better quality set market should 
enable it to obtain its share of such 
business. - 

Monogram: Dividends have never 
'been paid on the common stock. 
Lower theatre attendance reduced 


film rentals in the 39 weeks end- | 


ed April 1, 1950. However, re- 
duced amortization charges on the 
| pictures released improved mar- 
| gins considerably and permitted 
|a net profit, in contrast to a deficit 
_ the year before. 


Motorola: Sales and earnings 
have trended sharply upward since 
its entry into the TV field in late 
1947. Company’s strong trade po- 
|sition enhances its longer-term 
growth possibilities. 

Paramount: Finances are excel- 
|lent. Unlike the experience of 
|many filmmakers, Paramount’s 
| production division has operated 
| profitably since 1940. 


indicated annual rate. 
Philco: Satisfactory financial po- 


| sition was shown at the 1949 year-| 


,end. Sales have veered generally 
| upward in recent years although 
in 1949 unfavorable conditions in 
the radio industry and the general 
| letdown in consumer demand in- 
| terrupted the trend temporarily. 
| Diversification of its lines, together 
| tion and considerable emphasis on 
_research, has enabled the company 
participate in several growing 
| fields. 

RCA: Finances at the 1949 year- 
|end were satisfactory. Gross in- 


difficulty come in 1949 was the highest in 


encountered by independent pro-| the company’s ‘history, primarily 
cucers have retarded recent opera- | because of the spectacular rise in 


lions but the longer-term outlook | TV. 


Trade position is well en- 


for color in production remains | trenched which, with extensive re- 


favorable, 


Stan 


tially improving operations. 


‘to participate fully in these grow- 


Columbia Broadcasting: Indica- ing fields. 


tions are that earnings this year 


should compare favorably with last | business 


year’s results. 


RKO: The theatre end of the 
has been the _ better 


years dividend disbursements have | Production, however, should bene- 


amounted to 65% of a¥®ailable in- 
come. The company’s leading po- 
S:Uon in television imparts a strong 
growth factor to the enterprise 
over the longer term. Radio time 
Sales have been well maintained 


Over the past year despite the con- | 


tinued 
sy 

Columbia Pictures: Finances are 
a uisfactory. Net dropped sharp- 
¥ In 1948 but better margins and 


es taxes lifted profits substan- 
at V 


year, 
Still 
Whi 


increased advertising over 


stresses 
hich should aid earnings. Com- 
p-cte divorcement in the industry 
ay enable company to secure bet- 
ter rentals for good films. 


Decea Records: At the end of | 


1949 company had total current as- 
Be S of $9,500,000 against total cur- 
"nt liabilities of $4,400,000. Much 
0 the confusion which resulted 
from intreduction of several new 
: ord speeds has died down. A 
Popular talent roster should enable 


in 1949 over the previous | 
Company’s internal planning | 
economy measures | 


_ fit to an increasing extent from 
‘this point on as a result of sub- 
| stantial cost reductions effected 
"under reorganization in 1948 and 
1949. 


Republic Pictures: Increased 
revenues and reduced amortiza- 


tion costs returned operations to a 
profitable basis in 1949. Further 
progress im reducing costs should 
continue to benefit earnings. A 


stepped-up production schedule of | 


“A” features could also result in 
improved operations over the 
longer term. 

Sylvania: Growing expafsion in 
TV places it in a position to bene- 
fit from the anticipated longer- 
range growth in that field. 


Technicolor: Expansion of facili- 
ties, plus increased use of color in 


film production, augurs well for 
the long-term outlook. Finances_ 
are good. 


20th-Fox: Finances are good. Its 
ability to produce a number of 


above-average hits augurs well for 


Commission is) 
extensive re-| 


proceedings | 


Dividends | 
are currently being paid at a $2. 


| with its aggressive sales organiza- | 


the long-term outlook. Any forced 


| sale of theatre properties could re- 





sult in capital gains since proper- 
‘ties are carried on the books at 
| substantially depreciated levels. 

| United Paramount Theatres: Siz- 


| since 1940 despite declining at- 
|tendance in recent years. Com- 
| pany has pioneered in developing 
| large-screen theatre TV, which is 
| expected to offset possible un- 
| favorable effects of home TV on 
| film theatre attendance. 

Universal Pictures: Finances are 
good. Economies effected over 
the past several years are begin- 
ning to be reflected to a greater 
extent earnings-wise. 

Warner’ Bros.: Finances . are 
good. As indicated by its earnings 
record, the company has demon- 
strated its ability to produce a 
large number of pictures with ex- 
cellent b.o. appeal, which en- 
hances the longer-term outlook. 

Disney Productions: 
b.o. showing of ‘Cinderella’ has 
materig!ly improved the outlook 
for the current fiscal year. Film 
inventory could be a valuable as- 
set in event the product is ever 
' shown on TV. 

Zenith Radio Corp. Sales in the 
1950 fiscal year were up 29% 
despite lower prices. Company’s 
emphasis on research and mer- 
chandising should help it maintain 
its good industry position. 
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off. Last few days, the President 
and top Government officials have 
jwarned .the nation that, even 
though the Korean war may be 
nearing a successful conclusion, we 
must not let up on our defense ef- 
forts on the home front. One Pen- 
tagon worry is that there might 
also be a letdown among the en- 
tertainment field volunteers. Fact 
is, D. C. is building toward an 
overall armed force 
men and, war or no war, entertain- 


1 
| 


' 


(the company to maintain a leading | able profits have been realized | 


} 


} 
! 


Excellent | 


of 3,000,000 | 


ment wiil have to be provided both | 


in the camps of this country and 
in the posts abroad. 
Among other things in 


the 
, works: 


died in Arlington, Va., Sept. 30. He | 
| was found 


OBITUARIES. 


' ABEL HERMANT | geles Philharmonic. In 1938 he en- 
Abel Hermant, 86, formerly of | tered the film industry as a con- 


the French Academy and released | 
two years ago from a life term for , 
“collaboration,” died Sept. 22 in | 
Paris. 

Hermant was a critic, playwright, 
novelist, humorist and philologist | 
and had one of the most brilliant 
careers of the early part of the cen- 
tury in French letters. But his last 
years were overshadowed by his 
actions and writings, at an ad- 
vanced age, under the Nazi occu- 
pation. 

Hermant, who started as an art 
and theatre critic, wrote a num- 
ber of successful comedies that 
played in Paris theatres early in 
the century. 





JACK GARDNER 
Jack Gardner, 77, former actor 
and husband of actress Louise 


Dresser, died Sept. 30 at his home 
in Encino, Cal. 
whose full name was 


Gardner, 








in fond memory of my beloved wife 


Sue Morgan Walden 


who passed away October 1, 1949 
William Walden 


John Edward 
in several 
including “The Chocolate Soldier.” 


rardner, appeared 
Broadway productions 


After 10 vears oi married life 
the Gardners went on a two-year 
vaudeville tour. Miss Dresser had 
worked in many David Belasco 
productions. Later she appeared in 
films, and Gardner became casting 
director in the Fox organization, 
serving for six years. 

Surviving besides 
sister. 


wife, is a 





VERN HANSEN 


Vern Hansen, 39, announcer for | 


station WTOP, Washington, D. C., 


hanging in the bath- 
room of his apartment. He had 
been under the care of a doctor for 


Army Special Services is trying | several weeks. 


to sell the idea to business firms } 


which want to donate quantities of 
‘their products that, instead, they 
should give the cash. The money 
, would be diverted to hiring enter- 
tainment for the troops, with the 
| shows advertised as “by the cour- 
tesy” of the sponsoring firm. 

Kay Kayser may set a new trend. 
He will make films of his TV 
‘shows, the pix to be shipped over- 


A native of Racine, Wisc., he was 
a graduate of the U. of Wisconsin 
where he remained for three years 
after graduation as an announcer 


|for the university station. He did 
| radio work in Chicago for six years 


prior to coming to Washington in 

1942 as announcer for WTOP. 
Survived by wife, Jane Elizabeth 

Wood, graphic editor for the Red 


' Cross in Washington. 


seas for entertainment of troops in | 


\is that this plan is experimental 
_and will have to be handled and 


foreign theatres of operation. Talk | 


watched carefully to see how it} 


| develops. 

| Recently Actors Equity offered 
‘use of an Equity Library troupe 
,for an overseas tour. However, 
| while there was not much difficulty 
_abeut paying the actors, Equity de- 





WILLIAM J. BERGER 
William J. Berger, 71, violinist, 
who was a member of the Pitts- 
burgh Symphony Orchestra until 
1944, died in that city Sept. 27 
after a two-month illness.  Ber- 


‘ger had been one of Pittsburgh’s 


manded a 40-hour week for the | 


/troupe, with traveling time to be 
,counted in the 40 hours and paid 
‘for accordingly. This was prompt- 
ly nixed because the Army did not 
‘have the money available. 
| Equity can work out 
else, it will run into plenty of 
'“Welcome” mats at the Pentagon. 


What is most wanted here is a 


| Company’s new three-' search activities in TV, electronics cguccessor to the USO. Already Abe 
color process holds promise of sub- | and related lines, should enable it 'Lastfogel, who ran the USO Camp_ 


Shows during the last World War, 


prominent musicians for half a 
century and played for 12 years in | 
the band of the old Alvin theatre. | 

Berger in addition was a first- 
chair man for several seasons with 
the Indianapolis Symphony and 
served for several summers in Vic- | 


tract musician and two years later 
was elected president ef Local 47. 
His ‘wife, Edith, survives. 


RICHARD C. KOSTER 

Richard C. Koster, 31, former 
publie relations director of Station 
WFIL, Philadelphia, died Sept. 29 
in Washington, D. C. 

Before entering the Army in 
1942, he was publicity director at 
WCAU. On being discharged, he 
joined the staff of WFIL, but left 
in 1949 to become public relations 
director for the Federation of Rail- 
way Progress, at Washington, D. C. 

His wife and infant son survive. 








CHARLES FERGUSON 
Charles Ferguson, 75, veteran 
Loew theatre manager, died in St. 
Petersburg, Fla., Sept. 26. 
Ferguson, who retired in 1947, 
had served 41 years with the com- 


pany, 17 of them as manager of 
Loew’s Lincoln Square theatre, 


N. Y. In later years he acted as a 
relief manager on the Loew Cir- 
cuit. 

AMY ATKINSON 

Mrs. Amy Atkinson Keller, 47, 
an actress who appeared on Broad- 
way in several productions, died 
in New York Sept. 28. 

Known professionally as Amy 
Atkinson, Mrs. Keller entered show 
business as a dancer in the cast 
of ‘Adrienne’ and appeared in 
“The Firefly” and “That’s Grati- 
tude.” 





GEORGE J. HOWELL 

George J. Howell, 76, a retired 
actor, died Oct. 1 at Danbury, 
Conn. 

Howell played character roles in 
many Broadway productions. 

Surviving are his wife, Gladys 
Gilbert Howell, a former actress; 
a son, and a daughter. 


VINCENT QUARTA 





a? 


Lux theatre, Lake Forest, Il., and 
founder of the Highwood theatre, 
Highwood, fll., died Sept. 28 in 
Lake Forest. 

Survived by wif., daughter and 
two sons. 





John Kessel, veteran Pittsburgh 
stagehand and recording secretary 
of Local No. 3 of IATSE, died in 
that city on Sept. 27. He was the 
prop man at Stanley theatre for 


IN MEMORIAM 


BUDDY CLARK 


BARRY GRAY 





years and after that the electrician 
at old Senator, now the New Nixon, 
for some time. 





Frank Curley, father and former 
manager of singer Rose Marie, died 
in Cliffside, N. J., Sept. 28. 





Mother, 69, of Jack Payne, radio 


_tor Saudek’s Little Symphony, long | and TV scripter, died Sept. 
a warm-weather Pittsburgh insti- | iii nh Saas 


But if | 
something | 


(has .been in contact with Govern- | 


ment officials on possibilities. Al- 
though de-activated last spring, 


During the past 14| earner by far over recent years. USO still has some bank balance 


and its charter and could be re- 
vived. 

It is believed the recently cre- 
ated Associated Services to the 
Armed Forces might fill some of 
the gap. However, the Pentagon 
believes that it is essentially a 


| 


show business job and that only | 


show business can do it properly. 





Hope’s 26 Days in Far East 
| Washington, Oct. 1. 
Bob Hope’s troupe is expected 
to be out 26 days on its entertain- 
ment junket to the Far East, ac- 
cording to the itinerary released 
past weekend by Thomas K. Fin- 
letter, Secretary of the Air Force. 
The Hope party will travel under 
the aegis of the Air Force. Troupe 
will consist of approximately 40 
entertainers, leaving Los Angeles 
Oct. 4 and traveling in two Mili- 
tary Air Transport Service planes. 
Approximately 12 days will be 
spent in Japan and Korea, where 
the troupe will be split into small- 
er groups to entertain at hospitals 
and at the front. | 


tution: He leaves two ‘daughters, 
two sisters and a brother. 


ALEXANDER Y. TAIROV 

Alexander Y. Tairov, 65, one of 
the most prominent Soviet the- 
atre directors, died in Moscow 


| Sept. 27. 


Founder of the internationally 
known Kamerny Theatre, Tairov 
began his career in 1905 as an 
actor. 

Tairov. who founded the Ka- 
merny Theatre in 1914, had done | 
much to introduce the American | 
drama in Russia. As far back as 
1926, when Soviet Russia was 
politically and economically cut 
off from the U. C©., he presented | 
Eugene O'Neill's “The Hairy Ape.” | 


JOSEPH I. MULLER 
Joseph I. Muller, 70, organist | 
and composer, died Oct. 2 in "New | 





| York. Organist at the Roman Cath- , 
| olic Church of St. Jean Baptiste in 


New York for 33 years, Muller 
composed the music for several | 
masses, including the Ecce Panis, | 
which has been played in St. Pat- | 
rick’s Cathedral. He was also an 
organist at silent film theatres, in- | 
cluding the Capitol and Rialto on 
Broadway, for 13 years 

Survived by wife, three sons and 
two daughters. 





J. K. ‘SPIKE’ WALLACE 
J. K. “Spike” Wallace, 71. presf- 
dent of Local 47, AFM, died Sept. 
25 in Hollywood after a long siege 
of heart trouble. 


Well known as a trombonist ‘in! 


bygore yerrs, Wallace played w'th 
the Paul Whiteman hand in the 
1920s and later with the Los An- 


| Jr., 


Chicago. 


‘* MARRIAGES 


Mary Rogers to Walter Brooks 
III, Las Vegas, Sept. 28. Bride is 
actress-daughter of the late Will 
Rogers. 

Beverly Presley to Paul A. Piper, 





'Jr., Kansas City, Sept. 30. Both 


are with Piper Players, travelling 
stock company. 

Betty DePhillippi to Bob Glenn, 
Steubenville, O., Sept. 16. He’s an 
announcer there on WSTYV. 

Joan Gosnell to Joseph Stasney, 
Pittsburgh, Sept. 30. Bride 
was on KDKA staff and is the 
daughter of Charlie Gosnell, vet- 
eran Pitt musician. 

Estelle Lehrman to Edwin Starn, 
New York, Sept. 10. He's credit 


|manager of the Big Three music 


publishers. 

Marjorie Van Dyke to Mort 
Thompson, Las Vegas, Sept. 24. 
Both are thesps. 

Teresa Giorgian to Robert Deu, 
Chicago, Sept. 24. Both are sing- 
ers. 

Caren Marsh ‘to Bill Doll, Las 
Vegas, Sept. 28. Bride is an actress; 
he’s a publicist. 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and *Mrs..lvan Goff, son, 
Santa Monica, Sept. 26. Mother is 
the former actress, Natalie Draper; 
father is a screen writer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Larry Whitney, 





daughter, Chicago, Sept. 25. Father 


is WGN pressagent. 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Freeman, 
Jr.. daughter, Dallas, Oct. 
Father is son of the Interstate 
circuit exec. 


Vincent Quarta, 69, operator 61” 
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